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Yellow summer-blooming bulbs brighten your yard

Dahlia Canna — “Richard Wallace” Begonia — grandifl ora Calla — summer sun
Photos courtesy of www.fl owerbulbs.com

Want to enjoy your garden even 
more? 

Use yellow to cheer yourself up and 
recharge your batteries.

Experience the benefi ts of surround-
ing yourself with nature: plant yel-
low-fl owering summer bulbs. 

It’s a trend: gardens are slowly chang-
ing from paved areas to green oases. 
This is due to our awareness of feeling 
better when surrounded by plants. But 
also because a lush green garden helps 
to speed up the run-off  of excessive 
rainwater and increases biodiversity. 

If you decide to turn your garden into 
a natural paradise, create a dazzling ef-
fect by planting yellow-colored summer 
bulbs.

We associate yellow with energy, 
growth and cheerfulness. What could 
be a better way to reinvent your gar-
den? 

Summer bulbs can be part of a real 
makeover that doesn’t involve a lot of 
work. 

The most familiar ones are dahlias, 
calla lilies, gladioli (Gladiolus) and lilies 

(Lilium), but these are just a few of 
these yellow-fl owering cheerer-uppers. 
Others include begonias, the tiger fl ow-
er (Tigridia) and canna lilies (Canna).

Beautiful combinations of various 
yellow-fl owering summer bulbs will 

give your garden a natural look. Some 
produce tall stunning spikes while oth-
ers bear large round fl owers. Some are 
scented or even bicolored. 

Summer bulbs are planted in spring 
once the risk of frost has passed. As 

soon as they sense the warmth of the 
sun, they start shooting out of the 
ground for you to enjoy them.

• By removing spent fl owers from 

See BULBS,  Page 3
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dahlias, you encourage the plants to pro-
duce new buds. This way, your dahlias will 
keep on blooming until the fi rst frost.

• In addition to the fl owers produced by 
canna lilies (Canna), their large leaves are 
truly impressive; they resemble the huge 
leaves of banana plants.

• Begonias are the perfect solution for 
people who suff er from hay fever. Their 
pollen is so heavy that it falls to the 
ground without fl oating about in the air.

• Did you know that what looks like the 
petals of canna lilies are actually beau-
tifully colored spathes? Its real fl owers 
are tiny and located on the spadix hidden 
inside this spathe.

• Gladioli (Gladiolus) hardly require 
any care. All they need is water if the soil 
becomes very dry.

Bulbs are easy plant. Flowerbulbs.com 
gives these planting instructions:

• You use a trowel to dig a planting hole 
or trench. Summer bulbs, corms or tubers 
are planted at a depth twice as deep as the 
bulb is tall. Begonias and dahlias, how-
ever, are exceptions since they should be 
planted just below the surface.

• Loosen the soil and make the bottom 
of the hole or trench somewhat level but 
do not tamp it down.

• Arrange small varieties 4 inches apart; 
this is a good distance for them. The 
distance apart for dahlias is 5 inches, for 
begonias 25 cm, for lilies 30 cm and for 
dahlias even 40 cm.

• Put the bulbs gently into the hole with 
their “noses” pointed upward

• Cover the bulbs with soil.
• Immediately after planting, sum-

mer-fl owering bulbs should be watered 
generously to promote rapid rooting. 
During a dry spring period, the soil in the 
garden should be kept moist.

More information about fl ower bulbs is 
available at www.fl owerbulbs.com.

(MetroCreative) — Asphalt and con-
crete driveways are common through-
out suburban neighborhoods. They 
are as much a part of a home as lawns, 
decks and other exterior elements. 
Regardless of how they’re utilized, 
driveways need to be cared for and 
maintained to retain their appearance 
and function.

Even the most durable driveways can 
suff er from cracks and pits over time. As 
cracks form, they pave the way for more 
deterioration if they are not addressed. 

Water infi ltration can break down the 
integrity of the driveway during freeze 
and thaw periods, and any little hole or 
crack can promote weed growth. 

Driveway repair can be a do-it-your-
self project, but pay attention to the 
details to ensure the job is done right.

Asphalt
The home improvement resource The 

Family Handyman says it is key to fi rst 
repair cracks and pits in an asphalt drive-
way before planning to topcoat it, which 
is generally done every year or so to 
maintain its appearance and durability. 

A variety of topcoat products are 
available at various price points. 

Experts recommend investing in a 
quality product that will not shrink and 
crack. A melt-in material that is similar 
to products used by highway crews can 
be purchased for around $100. This 
product also will require use of a pro-
pane torch. 

Caulk-style crack repair products 
may not require as many tools, and are 
much easier to apply. They may not last 
as long, however. Homeowners must 
weigh the pros and cons to each before 

Best ways to repair damaged driveways

beginning.
The experts at Popular Mechanics 

say that there also are other asphalt 
patch mixes available at home sup-
ply retailers. Serious holes, rather 
than cracks, can be addressed with 
a coarse-aggregate fi ller commonly 
referred to as cold patch. 

After cracks and holes are fi lled, use 
a sealer to lock everything in place and 
create a smooth topcoat appearance. 
Speak with a store employee if you are 
unsure which product is needed for 
your application.

Concrete
The process is similar with concrete 

driveways, yet the products diff er. 
Small driveway cracks can be repaired 
by scrubbing out the crack to remove 

debris and then fi lling using a mortar 
repair compound, suggests the repair 
advice site Home Guides. 

Larger cracks and potholes should 
be cleaned. Once that’s done, apply a 
painted-in bonder to the crack or hole, 
followed by a dry concrete patching 
product mixed with water. 

The material can be worked into the 
damaged area with a trowel, and then 
leveled using a wood board. Afterward, 
a liquid concrete sealer can be applied 
to help prevent future cracks and holes.

Homeowners who are hesitant to fi x 
their driveways can contact masons 
or asphalt specialists to perform the 
job. Keeping up on driveway repair can 
prolong the life of the surface and help 
delay a complete driveway replace-
ment for several years.  

DRIVEWAY REPAIR can be a do-it-yourself project, but pay attention 
to the details to ensure the job is done right.
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The Associated Press

THIS PHOTO PROVIDED by interior designer Carolyn DiCarlo shows a bathroom designed by DiCarlo in New 
York. In this bathroom with little natural light, DiCarlo chose elements that would enliven the owners in the morning, in-
cluding a crisp shade of white to make the narrow space feel more expansive, strong lines of black tile to create energizing 
contrast and a colorful print of Marilyn Monroe posing for photographer Richard Avedon. 

The Associated Press

THIS PHOTO PROVIDED by interior designer Carolyn DiCarlo shows a 
bedroom designed by DiCarlo in New York. DiCarlo created the serene bed-
room for the client by combining soft colors, the harmonic forms of African art 
and a Biedermeier chair, and a cozy reading chair by the window that is bathed 
in gentle afternoon light.

ASK A DESIGNER:

Improve home’s 
function as refuge
By MELISSA RAYWORTH
Associated Press

When your entire life is happening 
inside your home, it matters how that 
space feels and functions. 

Interior designers often focused on 
this even before self-quarantine, asking 
clients how they spend their time at 
home and how various rooms might 
make them happier. These questions 
get at the real purpose of a well-de-
signed home.

And now they seem more important 
than ever.

“We’re expecting more from our 
homes than we ever have before, and 
they can serve us in more ways than 
we’ve asked in the past,’’ says New 
York-based interior designer Carolyn 
DiCarlo. `̀ We’ve historically looked to 
trends or magazines to tell us what to 
put in our homes. But now is a diff erent 
time. It’s time to consider our home as 
our personal place of refuge, and how 
to make that happen.” 

Here, DiCarlo and two other interior 
designers — New York-based Jenny 
Dina Kirschner and South Caroli-
na-based Elizabeth Stuart — share 
advice on how they create homes that 
make clients’ lives better.

These changes don’t have to be com-
plicated or expensive. They just involve 
asking the right questions.

First: What do you see when you 
walk in the door? 

Entering our homes after a trip to a 
store has become newly stressful, but 
it’s always been important, says Stuart. 
Improving the fi rst 4 feet of space when 
you walk in, Stuart says, can improve 
the way you feel at home. 

Especially if you enter through a ga-
rage or mudroom, she says, make sure 
“that fi rst thing you have when you 
come home is not chaos.” 

Consider creating a neater, cleaner 
entryway with a bench or chair where 
you can remove shoes (and use hand 
sanitizer); dedicated spots for items like 
keys; appealing lighting; and perhaps a 
diff user with a calming fragrance. You 

can even add easy access to something 
comforting, like a cold drink. 

Plan these spaces with your temper-
ament and wellness in mind, DiCarlo 
says. For example, those prone to 
depression might benefi t from adding 
warmer colors. 

Next, DiCarlo encourages people to 
walk through each room of their home 
and notice: Does it feel unwelcoming or 
disorganized? Which rooms refl ect who 
you are, or aim to be, and which don’t? 

“I look to see where their lack of ease 
is,” DiCarlo explains. “That’s sort of the 
meat of how you get into this explora-
tion.” 

Kirschner recommends a similar 
approach, and says it often leads clients 
to realize they want more organization 
or a less sterile, more welcoming home. 
Gray is a popular color in decor, but a 
room decorated mainly in stylish gray 
and white can feel dreary or cold. If so, 
add bright colors by ordering a few new 
items or bringing in bright pieces from 
other rooms. 

And when it becomes possible to 

See REFUGE,  Page 5
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renovate again, consider adding or chang-
ing windows. Kirschner had a client who 
wanted a more open and airy home. “She 
had a duplex, so we cut a hole out of the 
ceiling over the living room to get double 
height,” and added glass panels along one 
wall, Kirschner says. 

Rearranging your furniture to maximize 
how much light you get at diff erent times of 
day can be an easy fi x, DiCarlo says.

Also consider: Does your home have a 
center? 

While writing a book about using a 

Katie Fiedler/Katie Charlotte Photography/
Elizabeth Stuart via AP

TO PERSONALIZE the decor of 
this Mount Pleasant, S.C. home, inte-
rior designer Elizabeth Stuart created 
a gallery wall of family portraits along 
a stairway wall, shown here in this 
undated photo. 

home to improve wellness and happiness, 
DiCarlo has been researching sacred spac-
es. These spaces always have a fi xed center 
from which to gain orientation, she says, 
and activity fl ows in and out of that center. 

Your “center” doesn’t have to be the 
literal middle of your home, she says. It 
could be a welcoming kitchen at the back. 
But note the fl ow of activity and energy in 
and out of it, and perhaps improve it with 
things like soothing music and healthy 
green plants. 

What about your stuff ? Kirschner says 
clutter adds low-level stress to many 
homes, yet people tolerate it because 
they’re busy and aren’t sure how to ad-
dress it. 

“People have a very hard time with 
organization,” she says. 

During self-quarantine, clutter may 
cause even more stress, so consider 
eliminating unwanted items and creating 
better storage systems for what remains, 
Kirschner says. On the fl ip side, Stuart 
says, consider whether some items should 
come out of storage. Do you have a collec-
tion of things that would bring you joy if 
you put it where you’d see it every day?

Another question: Is your bedside table 
too small? Make sure you have enough 
space for a book, water glass or whatever 
you want handy. 

Last: Where do you do the things that 
bring you happiness? 

Think about where you like to sit — or 
where you would sit if you had the right 
chair, says Stuart. Coff ee-lovers can create 
a cozier place to drink their morning 
coff ee, while book lovers could choose 
exactly the right chair and ottoman, and 
place them near the right lamp or window. 
Whether you love knitting or taking long 
baths, DiCarlo says, make a space for your 
favorite thing — even if it’s a tiny area — 
and enjoy it. 

You’re “actually making a place not just 
for refuge,” she says, “but for ritual.”

William Taylor/Taylorphoto/Ashton Woods via AP

THIS PHOTO provided by Ashton Woods shows a residential family 
room with natural wood beams as part of the ceiling in the Ashton Woods 
GlenPark community in Raleigh, N.C. 

Ceilings with something to say
By KIM COOK
Associated Press

The ceiling — sometimes referred 
to as a room’s fi fth wall — often gets 
short shrift in decorating schemes. 
Walls and furnishings take center 
stage while the acreage overhead 
receives a coat of neutral white paint, 
with perhaps a snazzy ceiling fi xture. 

That wasn’t the case historically. 
Plaster ornamentation and murals 
were used centuries ago, and the 
Victorians really went to town on the 
ceiling, with elaborate moldings and 
stamped tin sheeting. Ceiling me-
dallions graced more formal spaces 

like dining rooms and parlors, while 
timber beams and tongue-and-groove 
boards were popular in kitchens, bed-
rooms and common spaces. Through 
the early 20th century, curvy coving, 
paneled grids and ornate moldings 
were popular. 

But with the advent of modernism 
after the 1930s, ceilings became the 
serene planes most of us are familiar 
with. 

Now we’re looking up again. Design-
ers are really getting creative with ar-
chitectural elements, as well as paint, 
wallpaper and lighting. 

See CEILINGS,  Page 6
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“Statement ceilings are a great way to 
bring detail and visual interest to a room,’’ 
says Gideon Mendelson, founder and 
creative director of his New York-based 
eponymous design group. “We see them 
as an opportunity to create something 
unexpected that adds to the space.” 

For one client in the New York suburbs, 
he’d been tasked with creating a classic 
white kitchen, but he wanted to add some 
personality. 

“The client loved checks and plaids, so a 
decorative painter painted a green check-
ered design on a canvas and then installed 
it on the ceiling. The color matches the 
green on the kitchen island, so it ties the 
room together and makes the space feel 
that much more special.” 

The positive reaction to that ceiling 
spurred Mendelson’s team to include 
them in other projects. “We quickly 
realized how impactful and powerful they 
can be. It immediately makes the space 
feel like one-of-a-kind. In almost every 
project we do now, there’s some ceiling 
treatment.” 

He turned traditional Tudor style on its 
ear in another project by creating a mod-
ern design made of oak for the ceiling. 

And in a Hamptons retreat, faux-wood 
wallcovering from the French fi rm Nobilis 
added a beachy feel to the ceiling, punctu-
ated with fresh Lilly Pulitzer-esque green 
paint. 

As well as millwork and wallpaper, 
Mendelson’s done custom hand-painting 
on ceilings. “It sets it apart from the rest 
of the home, and gives the space its own 
personality,” he says. 

Miami interior designer Christopher 
Coleman had some fun with a child’s 
bedroom in Coral Gables, Florida, put-
ting a deliciously glossy deep pink Stark 
patent leather on the ceiling. 

In the same home, Coleman installed 
a series of architectural wood beams 
across the ceiling in both the dining area 
and a bathroom, giving the spaces a Jap-
anese country-house vibe. 

In a Roxbury, Connecticut, country 
home, designer Philip Gorrivan ran wall-
paper up the walls and across the ceilings 
in several rooms, including a Cole & Son’s 
Fornasetti leaf print in the dining room 
and a storm-cloud print called Nuvo-
lette, also by Fornasetti, in a boy’s room. 
Wrapping rooms in strong patterns like 
this creates drama, and in nurseries and 
childrens’ rooms can spark imagination. 

Smooth-fi nished ceilings make it 

The Associated Press

THIS PHOTO PROVIDED by Ashton Woods shows a residential bed-
room with a painted beam ceiling in the Ashton Woods Ridgefi eld Farms com-
munity in Raleigh, N.C. 

easy to apply whatever you can dream 
up: paint, peel and stick or traditional 
wallpapers, or even ornamentation like 
origami, decals, buttons, faux jewels, bo-
tanicals, twigs, garlands, ribbon, stencils 
or scarves. 

Command strips will hold most 
lightweight objects fi rmly to a smooth 
ceiling, but if you’re stuck with one of 
those textured ceilings, you’ll either have 
to refi nish it or opt for wood paneling or 
tin sheets. 
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Spring decor trends:Spring decor trends:
By KIM COOK
Associated Press

If you’re looking for respite from this 
winter’s weather and news, you’ll fi nd 
plenty of peace and quiet in the spring 
off erings beginning to show up at home 
decor retailers. 

Two of the biggest trends at home 
furnishings trade shows have been 
pop-culture maximalism and modern 
minimalism. The former is loaded with 
vibrant imagery and color; the exuber-
ant designs are upbeat and uplifting. 
The latter, however, is for those who 
want home to be a sanctuary. This is 
clean, modern decor with a handcraft-
ed, soul-nourishing approachability, 
replete with nature references and 
sublime palettes. 

“We’re surrounded by the whirring 
din of contemporary life,” says Jorge 

S. Arango, a Portland, Maine-based 
interiors stylist and co-author of seven 
design books. “It’s no wonder we want 
things that are simple and real, with 
hand-hewn textures that reassure us of 
a connection to our humanity.’’ 

He’s seeing the trend at all price 
ranges. 

“We’re craving products with the au-
thenticity of natural materials, organic 
forms and warm tones of white,’’ he 
says. “Cream, ivory, vanilla rather than 
starkly antiseptic shades, are plain, 
honest and uncomplicated.” 

At this winter’s Ambiente in Frank-
furt, Germany, one of the world’s 
largest consumer goods trade fairs, 
“Shaped and Softened” was a trend, 
with the watchwords “subtle, restful, 
coherent and restrained.” The palette 

The Associated Press

THIS PHOTO shows a watercolor 
fl oral print from Ballard Designs. Paint-
erly fi eld study and landscape prints are 
part of this spring’s softer approach to 
home décor. Ballard Designs has new 
offerings like photo prints of anemone 
fl owers, and watercolor fl oral prints. 

Soothing, soft, sustainable, stylish

The Associated Press

THIS PHOTO shows a blanket by 
Blacksaw. Leftover alpaca, cotton and 
wool scraps are re-spun into beautiful 
camp-style blankets at Blacksaw, hard-
working heritage pieces that would 
look just as lovely hung on a wall as 
artwork. The idea of product longevity 
is purposeful, says Blacksaw’s founder 
Kyle Taylor.See TRENDS,  Page 9



THIS 
PHOTO 

provided by Rhyme 
Studio shows one of their 

new wool rugs. “Or,” shown 
here, means ‘gold’ in the Irish lan-

guage; Rhyme’s Insula series features 
new rug designs that reference ancient 
art forms and symbols. (AP photo) 
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The Associated Press

THIS PHOTO shows a design project in New York by Ike Kligerman 
Barkley blending vintage and modern furniture. Here, the new: a blue and grey 
wool and silk carpet, and creamy boucle sofas. The old: “Pairs of smaller, bolder 
pieces — 1920s Swedish black lacquer side chairs, and 1930s mahogany slipper 
chairs,” says designer Elizabeth Sesser, who worked on the project. The fi nished 
look is elegant and cohesive.

By KIM COOK
Associated Press

An early, painted Swedish side-
board next to a leather sectional. An 
ornate Italian walnut headboard on a 
bed dressed in featherweight linen. A 
collection of colorful 1930s Fiestaware 
pottery on a Lucite bookshelf. 

Mixing vintage and modern elements 
is one of the easier decorating tech-
niques to employ. A little research can 
help with sourcing quality antiques, 
but combining old and new is mostly a 
matter of making sure the fun `̀ found” 
pieces or family heirlooms get along 

with the contemporary components. 
That introduction may take 

some tweaking so your room 
doesn’t end up looking 

like a catchall of ran-
dom furniture, 

but that’s 
part of 

the 

MIX-AND-MATCH DECOR:
In with the old ... and in with the new

fun. Introduce the furnishings to each 
other. See who gets along. And rear-
range where everybody sits if you need 
to. 

Tamara Rosenthal, Sotheby’s Home 
marketing vice-president, says the mix-
and-match trend is on the rise. 

“People aren’t as interested in spaces 
that look like they came entirely from 
a showroom,” she says. “They want to 
create a space with a unique point of 
view, infusing a variety of pieces, eras, 
textures and more to create a cohesive 
but unique look and feel.” 

Balance is key
Interior design maven Kimberley 

Seldon, whose business is based in 
Toronto and Los Angeles, follows this 
formula when mixing styles: 

“As long as 80% of an interior is 
cohesive — same style, same period, 
same philosophy — the other 20% can 
deviate. In 20 years, I’ve never seen 
this rule of thumb fail.” 

Rosenthal recommends layering old 
and new items, like hanging an antique 
rug in an otherwise modern room.

Elizabeth Sesser, a designer at the 
New York fi rm Ike Kligerman Barkley, 
mentions a recent project that blended 
vintage and modern furniture into an 
elegant whole. 

The new: a blue and gray wool and 
silk carpet, and creamy boucle sofas. 
The old: “Pairs of smaller, bolder pieces 
— 1920s Swedish black lacquer side 
chairs, and 1930s mahogany slipper 
chairs,” she says. 

Watch your combinations
Some vintage styles don’t comple-

ment each other as well as others, 
Seldon points out. For instance, the 
ornate embellishments and jewel 
tones of Victorian furnishings don’t 
work harmoniously with the Arts and 
Crafts movement, whose hallmarks 
are simpler craftsmanship and muted, 
nature-inspired hues. 

If you do want to blend eras, consider 

Victorian with other formal European 
eras like Georgian, Edwardian and 
French. If you’ve got a few exceptional 
Arts and Crafts pieces, play them up 
with clean-lined country styles and 
modern upholstery. 

“One of my favorite ways to mix de-
sign styles is with midcentury pieces,” 
says Rosenthal. “They’re truly transi-
tional, because they can sway tradition

See DECOR,  Page 9
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evoked melty ice creams, warm earth 
and hazy summer skies. 

Look for textiles with soft nap and 
weave like cashmere or boucle; linen; 
knitted, crocheted and felted wool; 
vegan suede; shaggy sheepskin; vege-
table-dyed velvet. Items with a sustain-
ability backstory have growing appeal in 
a marketplace that has often favored the 
replaceable and throwaway. 

Leftover alpaca, cotton and wool 
scraps are re-spun into cream and black 
camp-style blankets at Blacksaw. These 
hardworking heritage pieces could also 
be hung on a wall as artwork. 

Longevity is part of the plan, says 
Blacksaw’s founder, Kyle Taylor. 

“The blankets started out as a vessel 
for design that had no expiry date, It 
would be passed on for generations, it 
would become a meaningful possession. 
One of the things in your life that was 

worthy of taking up space,” Taylor says. 
The interplay of light with decoration 

is part of the season’s softer side, too. 
Hammered, buff ed metals, like Target’s 
Linberg brass side table, are soft to 
touch and have a pleasing glow. Hor-
chow has brass and silver pendant and 
table fi xtures; pierced patterning turns 
them into magic lamps. 

Rattan and caning are in every 
retailer’s spring furniture lineup. They 
let light travel through chair backs and 

DECOR,  from page 8

al or modern without looking out of 
place.” 

Katie Watson-Smyth, who lives in 
London and writes the design blog Mad 
About the House, agrees about midcen-
tury modern: “You will never go wrong 
with a chair from this period. It’s friends 
with everyone.” 

She notes that midmod chairs can be 
re-upholstered in a range of fabrics to 
suit any design vibe. 

She also recommends looking for com-
mon threads among your found pieces 
— rounded edges; wood and color tones; 
surface materials like marble. 

New, inspired by old
If you don’t have true antiques, there 

are interesting new pieces that harken to 
the past. 

For example, at this spring’s Architec-
tural Digest Design Fair in New York, 
Brooklyn-based Rhyme Studio is debut-
ing a collection of wool rugs inspired by 
a 1,600-year-old Irish alphabet, known 
as Ogham, or the tree alphabet. Its folk 
history may tie it to druids and secretive 
scholars, but the designs look as current 
and chic as anything dreamed up today. 

And at Kathy Kuo, fi nd an array of new 
seating, lighting and casegoods referenc-

ing popular eras like Hollywood Regency, 
French Country and Art Deco. 

Shop smart
 
Rosenthal advises planning in advance 

before hunting for specifi c pieces, since 
the internet and antiques shops and fairs 
can be overwhelming. Be specifi c when 
you key in search terms. Knowing what 
you’re after helps, but be open to surprise 
fi nds. 

“We always recommend starting with 
smaller items like mirrors, artwork, ac-
cessories and other accents,” she says. 

“You can fi nd a wide range of styles in 
mirrors in good shape that add a touch of 
history. And you can often fi nd standout 
light fi xtures that no one else will have,” 
she says. 

“Shopping at a reputable site, antique 
dealer or well-regarded secondhand 
store is key,” she warns. “They’ll be able 
to provide all the information you need 
on the specifi c details of the piece.” 

Pieces on the Sotheby’s Home site, for 
example, have been vetted by a team that 
assesses condition, authenticity, etc. 

Besides Sotheby’s, check out the 
ever-changing lineup of furnishings 
and collectibles at Chairish, 1stDibs, 
Etsy, eBay, One King’s Lane and Jayson 
Home, where new pieces include a 19th 
century French wood and marble patis-

serie table, and a train bench salvaged 
from an old British colonial train in 
northern Thailand.

room dividers, easing the footprint of 
these pieces in a room. Woven seagrass 
or paper rope make for rustic yet feath-
erweight pendants and storage boxes at 
Target. 

Matte fi nishes on ceramics mute the 
material’s hardness. At Year and Day, 
fi nd Portuguese clay vessels and plates 
in hues like midnight, fog, moon and 
daybreak. 

Buffi  ng or sanding glass and mineral 
vessels, plates and objets d’art gives 
them an ethereal translucence. CB2 has 
onyx bowls and tea light holders from 
Bali and Thailand. 

Siberian-born artist Anastasiya 
Koshcheeva has her studio, Moya, in 
Berlin, but harvests birch bark from her 
home country’s taiga using methods 
that she says don’t harm the trees. She 
fashions the bark into little boxes, light 
fi xtures and even lounge chairs; she 
ships worldwide.

And then there’s pattern. If the coun-
terpoint trend this spring is 1980s pow-
er prints and blowsy Dutch fl orals, here 
we’re looking at discreet, understated 
illustrations that celebrate the organic. 

Look for Impressionist, photographic 
and fi eld study images of fl owers at Bal-
lard Designs. Unfussy folk-art embroi-
dery and earth-toned pieced panels are 
on throw pillows at West Elm and Target. 

Limpid watery glazes on pottery by 
Berlin-based Anna Badur evoke frothy 
waves and tide pools. 

Finnish artist Teemu Jarvi creates 
ink-pen illustrations of wild mush-
rooms, animals, trees and rivers on 
paper, wool and cotton items. The artist 
says he was inspired by the Japanese 
practice of “forest bathing,’’ retorative 
walks in the woods. 

“I want my illustrations to calm you 
down and make you feel good, happy 
and grounded,’’ he says. “I think nature 
has such power to enhance well-being.”

The Associated Press

THIS PHOTO provided by Rhyme 
Studio shows one of their new wool rugs, 
a collection inspired by a 1600-year-old 
Irish alphabet. Known as Ogham, or the 
tree alphabet, its folk history may tie 
it to druids and secretive scholars, but 
the designs look as current and chic as 
anything dreamed up today. Shown here, 
Willow, from Rhyme’s new OM Series, 
interprets a sigil from the ancient Irish 
alphabet Ogham, and is associated with 
the Weeping Willow tree. 



10—Cleveland Daily Banner—Tuesday, April 28, 2020 www.clevelandbanner.com

Home repairs that can sink budgetsHome repairs that can sink budgets
(MetroCreative) — A home is the most 

substantial investment many people will ever 
make. Once down payments have been made 
and closing costs have been paid, homeown-
ers may still be staring down sizable expenses 
as they begin to tackle any repairs that need 
to be made.

Home maintenance and renovations involve 
a certain measure of trepidation. Even after 
vetting contractors and establishing budgets, 
homeowners may worry that repairs will un-
earth problems that snowball into expensive 
fi xes. 

Planning ahead for such projects and learn-
ing to recognize issues that tend to be costly 
can help homeowners weather any storms 
that may arise.

• Foundation issues: 
A strong foundation is key to any home. If 

there is a problem with the foundation, it can 
be unsafe to live in the house. 

The foundation repair company Foundation 
Experts advises that foundation fi xes can 
range from $4,000 to upward of $100,000 
depending on the scale of the job. 

Clogged gutters and water pooling around 
the foundation can contribute to damage, so 
water issues must be remedied fi rst.

• Roof damage: 
A roof is a key barrier between the indoors 

and outdoors. Roofs must remain in tip-top 
shape. 

The home improvement resource HomeAd-
visor says that a roof repair or replacement 

can cost between $3,000 and $12,000. But 
homeowners also must budget for the cost of 
removing the old roofi ng materials and fi xing 
any damage to the interior of the home. 

Inspecting the roof and making repairs as 
you go is key to avoiding a big headache.

• Siding replacement: 
Another costly project can be replacing the 

siding. Siding may need to be replaced if there 
is water/wind damage or penetration from 
insects. 

Spot repairs may be relatively inexpensive. 
However, the home improvement resource 
Modernize says the average siding installation 
project can cost between $5,500 and $15,000 
depending on the materials homeowners 
choose.

• HVAC update:
Keeping a home at a comfortable tempera-

ture is also a matter of safety. If a system 
gives out, homeowners may be scrambling for 
a solution. 

Yearly inspections and upkeep, which in-
cludes changing system fi lters regularly, can 
help identify potential problems. Neglect is 
one of the main contributors to the failure of 
heating and cooling equipment. 

Based on national averages, a whole-house 
HVAC system can cost between $4,000 and 
$12,000. 

These are some of the more costly repairs 
homeowners can expect. Keeping on top of 
the home will help mitigate damage and could 
extend the life of major home components.  

DIY projects that can conserve energy around the house
(MetroCreative) — Home renovation 

projects can pay numerous dividends. 
Renovations can have a positive eff ect 
on resale value, make homes more 
livable for residents and, in some ways, 
make homes more aff ordable.

Renovation projects that aim to 
conserve energy can save homeowners 
substantial amounts of money. 

Such projects don’t often require 
considerable eff ort or even sizable 
fi nancial investments, which can make 
homeowners skeptical as to just how 
much they can save after completing 
the project. But the scale of a project 
may have little to do with how much 
homeowners will save. 

For example, the U.S. Department of 
Energy notes that a relatively eff ortless 
task like turning back a thermostat 
between 7° and 10° F for eight hours 
per day can save homeowners as much 
as $83 per year. 

A more labor-intensive task like 
planting shade trees saves homeowners 
an average of between $35 and $119 per 
year.

When looking for ways to conserve 
energy around the house and save 
money, homeowners need not neces-
sarily commit to expensive projects. 

The DOE notes that the following 
are some energy-saving projects and 
details what homeowners can expect 

to save after completing them. While 
each individual project may not result 
in jaw-dropping savings, homeowners 
who follow many of these recommen-
dations may end up saving more than 
$1,000 per year.

Project: Install exterior low-e 
storm windows.

What is it? Low-e windows refl ect 
infrared heat back into a home. Such 
windows are coated with an ultra-thin 
layer of metal that improves the win-
dow’s insulation ability.

How much can I save? Homeowners 
who install low-e windows can save 
between 12 and 33 percent on their 
annual heating and cooling costs.

Project: Seal uncontrolled air 
leaks.

What is it? Air leaks let cool air in 
during winter and warm air in during 
summer. Caulking, sealing and weather 
stripping all cracks and large openings 
can cut back on air leaks that are cost-
ing you money. 

The DOE recommends hiring a con-
tractor to seal any leaks on heating and 
cooling ducts.

How much can I save? Homeowners 
who seal uncontrolled air leaks can 
save between 10 and 20 percent on 
their annual heating and cooling bills.

See DIY,  Page 11
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Dr. Eric Gruber
Dr. Wendy Gruber

• New approach to chiropractic for overall well being
• Specialized and unique techniques (low force, specific analysis)

• Massage therapy • Homelike atmosphere
•  No long waits in cramped waiting room •  Patient and friendly doctors and staff

Complete Wellness
Chiropractic

95 Mikel St.       476-0023

BACK PAIN GOT YOU TIED UP IN KNOTS?
Come See The Back & neck Specialists

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK

DIY from page 10

Project: Plant shade trees.
What is it? If you plant a deciduous 

tree between six and eight feel tall near 
your home, it will begin to shade your 
windows within a year of being planted. 
Depending on the species of the tree 
and the home, the shade tree will begin 
shading the roof within fi ve to 10 years. 

The DOE notes that shading is the 
most cost-eff ective way to reduce air 
conditioning costs.

How much can I save? Properly planted 
shade trees can reduce air conditioning 
costs by anywhere from 15 to 50 percent.

Project: Insulate the water heat-
er tank

What is it? New water tanks are likely 
already insulated. But homeowners with 
older hot water tanks can insulate their 
tanks with a water heater insulating 
blanket kit.

How much can I save? Insulating a 
water heater tank can save homeowners 
as much as 16 percent on their annual 
water heating bills.

Even the smallest DIY projects can 
produce big savings. More information 
about energy-saving home improvement 
projects can be found at www.energy.

ORGANIC OR INORGANIC?

(MetroCreative) — The benefi ts of 
mulch are widely known among lawn 
and garden enthusiasts. By insulating 
soil from extreme temperatures, helping 
soil to retain moisture and preventing 
weed growth, mulch can help plants, 
trees and gardens thrive, even during 
periods when Mother Nature can make 
that very diffi  cult.

Novice gardners may fi nd themselves 
a little confused when visiting a lawn 
and garden center to purchase mulch. 
That’s because there are various types 
of mulches. 

One of the ways to simplify that is 
to break mulches down into two main 
classes: organic and inorganic. 

Learning to distinguish between 
these two classes can help homeowners 
choose the best mulch for their proper-
ties.

Organic mulch
Organic mulches are made up of 

materials that decompose over time. 
The experts at BobVila.com note that, 
because they decompose over time, 
organic mulches must be replenished on 
a regular bais. Hardwood and softwood 
chips are among the most popular and 
recognizable organic mulches. Ever-
green needles, leaves, grass clippings, 
and compost mixes also fall under the 
organic mulch umbrella. Many garden-
ing enthusiasts prefer organic mulches 
because they help soil retain moisture, 
improve soil fertility and help to deter 
weed growth.

Inorganic mulches
Inorganic mulches are permanent 

because they do not decompose over 
time. Gravel, brick chips and crushed 
stone are examples of inorganic mulch-
es. Homeowners who do not intend 
to plant after laying mulch may lean 
toward inorganic mulches, as they 
won’t require much work, if any, after 

being laid. However, the Chicago Botanic 
Garden notes that inorganic mulches do 
not improve soil quality. In fact, because 
inorganic mulches like rocks and stones 
absorb heat, they can be detrimental to 
plants in areas where weather tends to be 
very dry and hot. 

Find the right mulch
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Spring cleaning
quick tips:

SAFETY FIRST
• Wear a mask & gloves

MAKE IT FUN
• Get the whole family involved

PACE YOURSELF
• Take it one room at a time

• Vinegar is a natural disinfectant

DON’T FORGET
• Dust those ceiling fans & fi xtures
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