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BACK PAIN
GOT YOU

TIED UP IN 
KNOTS?

Come See The Back & Neck Specialists

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK

Complete Wellness
Chiropractic

95 Mikel St.      476-0023

•  New approach to chiropractic 
for overall well being
•  Specialized and unique 
techniques

•  Homelike atmosphere
•  No long waits in cramped waiting room

Dr. Eric Gruber
Dr. Wendy Gruber

McSPADDEN 
GARAGE DOOR CO.

• RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION
QUALITY OVERHEAD DOORS & 

OPERATORS
Your Hometown Place For All 

Your Garage Door Needs

117 OLD
GEORGETOWN RD.

479-4774

PROUD ORBA MEMBER

1009 KEITH STREET
423-476-3205 EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

THE COMPASS TO 
FINDING YOUR

WAY HOME

Proud Member of

Randall Fisher 
President — 1970, 

1971 

•

Auston Stevison 
President — 
1972, 1973 

HBAT president 1982

Bob L. Johnson 
President — 1974 

A.L. Plemons
President — 1975

•

PAST PRESIDENTS

DENNIS EPPERSON presented 2019 Ocoee Region Builders Association 
President Blake Allison with last year’s President’s Gavel Award. Allison was 
then sworn in as 2020 ORBA president.

Allison wants to help ORBA grow, keep housing affordable
By GWEN SWIGER
Associate Editor

The Ocoee Region 
Builders Association, 
which represents the 
building industry in 
Bradley, McMinn and 
Polk counties, has been a 
part of the community for 
50 years. It’s mission is 
to “enhance the building 
and housing industries.”

For the second year, 
Blake Allison is taking 
the lead as president of 
the association.

Allison, who is a part-
ner in Epperson Homes 
LLC, is a residential home 
builder and developer. He 
builds custom homes and 
develops subdivisions. 
He received a bachelor’s 
degree in civil engineer-
ing with an emphasis on 
structures from Tennes-
see Tech University. 

He noted his “grand-
father was a carpenter. I 
started working with him 
as a teenager. I always 
loved building.”

His wife, Brooke, also 
grew up in the building 
industry. Her father, Den-
nis Epperson, is a builder 
and her mother, Rhee, a 
Realtor. Brooke is also a 
Realtor.

Allison said ORBA 
membership has grown 
to around 115. “Each one 
of these members are 
businesses that have sole 
or multiple crews in the 
building trades.

“Our goal is to keep 
housing aff ordable for 
everyday working Amer-
icans here in Bradley 
County,” he said.

To benefi t the com-
munity, each year ORBA 
does a “free build.” 

“We just fi nished up 
for City Fields over at 
1070 Blythe Ave. We are 
looking forward to help-
ing with the Isaiah 117 
House,” Allison said.

He explained they 
had 90 trade people in 
attendance at a meeting 
on the Isaiah House. “We 
took commitment cards 
from people to see what 
they would be willing to 
do — whether it would 
be plumbing, donated 
material, currency, in-
kind donations — for us 
to build the house at no 
cost” to the nonprofi t.

He said other associ-
ations across the state 
have been picking up and 
building home for non-
profi ts as well.

Another way ORBA 
helps in the community is 
through scholarships.

“Each year we give 
scholarships. We have 
many applicants this 
year, so we are giving 
fi ve $1,000 scholarships 
to students in college 
or trade school who are 
interested in the building 
trade — it could be in 
accounting with interest 
toward building or engi-
neering,” Allison said. 

ORBA’s president was 
one of those scholarship 
recipients.

One of the goals of 
ORBA is to keep an 
eye on regulations and 
anything else that could 

make its products less 
safe and aff ordable. With 
this in mind, they keep 
an eye on the State Legis-
lature.

“Every year it seems 
like special interest 
groups are changing 
codes or items of develop-
ment beyond the home,” 
he said. These changing 
requirements can “really 
drive up the cost of the lot 
and home. Some buyers 
cannot aff ord it.” 

Allison noted, “ When 
you are building a home 
for 10 to 12% of the pop-
ulation who can aff ord 
it, it makes a smaller and 
smaller market.

“We try to always have 
our ear to the ground. 
There have been a few 
bills in the last year that 
have been successful 
and several shot down 
because other interests 
showed opposition,” he 
explained.

One example of a 
successful bill was the 
Vesting of Property 
Rights bill. He explained 
if the codes should be 
changed after a prelimi-
nary plat has been before 
the planners and council 
and approved, a develop-
er would not have to meet 
the new regulations — 
unless it was a life-threat-
ening safety issue.

Allison said this was 
a bill ORBA pushed. He 
noted they worked with 
the state fi re marshal’s of-
fi ce and local lawmakers.

He said ORBA offi  cials 
spend time with local 
lawmakers. “(State rep-
resentative) Dan Howell 
has been a big help to us. 
We also work with (state 

rep.) Mark Hall, (state 
Sen.) Todd Gardenhire 
and (state Sen.) Mike 
Bell.”

When ORBA has issues 
with a bill, they contact 
those legislators.

Allison noted some-
times groups push codes 
that work in one area, but 
“we feel are too stringent” 
or not appropriate for this 
area. He used an example 
of a seismic building code 
for California that was 
not pertinent here. What 
may work in Memphis, 
may fi nd opposition in 
Cleveland and Chatta-
nooga. 

“We don’t want codes 
that work in other areas, 
but generally don’t work 
here,” he said. 

Allison emphasized 
ORBA wants to be re-
sponsible.

He noted a new bill 
impacting builders man-
dates contractors who 
received a license after 
2009, must do continuing 
education “to stay on top 
of your fi eld as well as 
codes and best building 
practices.”

He noted ORBA meets 
monthly and they learn 
more about the building 
process and codes at 
the meetings. This is a 
way for local builders to 
access continuing educa-
tion.

“Attending the meet-
ings is a great way to 
dissimulate information,” 
Allison said. “We are get-
ting the word out so peo-
ple don’t let their license 
expire or be canceled 
because they haven’t met 
the requirements.”

Getting a license is “a 

huge process,” he said. 
Besides a long test, an 
individual has to show 
fi nancial responsibility, 
have workers comp, and 
go before a licensing 
board in Nashville. 

“The whole packet goes 
in front of the licensing 
board — in case-by-case 
basis.” The board meets 
several times during the 
year.

How do you fi nd a 
builder in Bradley Coun-
ty?

Allison recommends 
“going to our offi  ce web-
site — orbatn.com. There 
is a list of our members, 
builders and trades 
people.

“Then meet with at 
least three diff erent 
builders. There are a lot 
of great builders here in 
town. Get quotes from 
diff erent builders. A lot is 
based on word of mouth 
and people’s reputations,” 
he said. “Give our board 
a shout and we can point 
you in the right direc-
tion.”

“Our goal is to keep housing aff ordable 
for everyday working Americans here in 
Bradley County.”  

Blake Allison, 2020 ORBA president

Mission statement of ORBA
The Ocoee Region Builders Associ-

ation is a not-for-profi t organization 
that represents the building industry in 
Bradley, McMinn and Polk counties.

It is the local chapter of the state and 
national associations. The National As-

sociation of Home Builders is one of the 
nation’s largest trade associations with 
more than 140,000 members, whose 
mission is to enhance the building and 
housing industries. NAHB is known as 
the voice of the housing industry.

2020 Executive Committee
President: Blake Allison-Epperson Homes LLC
Vice President: Charles Blankinship- CC 

Blankinship & Sons
Executive Offi  cer: Charlotte Peak - Kace Con-

struction & Developments
Immediate Past President: Chad Dean - Dean 

Custom Homes, LLC
Secretary: Jerry Franitza
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Representing Bradley, McMinn & Polk County, TN

OCOEE REGION BUILDERS
ASSOCIATION

Phone: 423-667-5760 • orbatn.com

DO BUSINESS
WITH A

MEMBER!

100+ MEMBERS
STRONG!

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer

VINYL SIDING VINYL WINDOWS

STEEL TRUSSESMETAL ROOFING

423-462-2881
METAL ROOFING AND

EXTERIOR BUILDING PRODUCTS
4285 Old Tasso Road NE, Cleveland, 37312

www.pioneermetaldepot.com

For A Complete List of Products and Services. 
Call Us Today

 K. Lynn Davis         
President — 1976

•

William J. Faulk 
President — 1977 

James B. Eldridge 
President — 1978, 1979 
HBAT president 1987 

Alvin Goodwin 
President —1980 

•

PAST PRESIDENTS

DURING THE annual Ocoee Region Builders Association installation and awards program, Bank of 
Cleveland was announced as Associate of the Year. On hand for the presentation were Terry Buckner; 
ORBA  President Blake Allison; Scott Taylor, Theresa Davis, Tammy Self and Joe Collins.

RECEIVING 2019 Builder of the Year honors was Blake Allison, left. Mak-
ing the presentation was Dennis Epperson.

DURING THE DECEMBER installation and 
awards banquet, ORBA President Blake Allision pre-
sented Jennifer Holden with Lowe’s Lighting Gallery 
with the President’s Service Award.

Blake Allison selected 2019 
ORBA Builder of the Year

The 2019 Ocoee Region 
Builders Association 
Builder of the Year was 
Blake Allison.

Every year, ORBA 
selects someone who has 
gone above and beyond 
representing the building 
profession.

For the last two years, 
Allision  has served on 
the board of directors for 
ORBA for two years. In 
2019, he stepped up to 
become president. He will 
continue his service as 
president in 2020.

He also participates 

at the state level to help 
represent ORBA’s best in-
terests when new codes or 
laws are being considered 
by the Legislature.

Allison led the build 
this past year for ORBA 
on a home in City Fields. 
He volunteered many 
hours of labor.

Allison has a bachelor’s 
degree in civil engineer-
ing from Tennessee Tech. 
He recently was named 
to the Cleveland Planning 
Commission.

Allison and his wife, 
Brooke, have a son.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this 
newspaper
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Proud to be a member

160 Durkee Road, NE
(423) 339-3231

Large Enough
To Meet All
Your Home
Appliance
Needs...

Yet Small
Enough to

APPRECIATE
Your

Business

Family Owned
& Operated

OVER 30 YEARS

Financing 
Available

Affordable Heating & Air
Tanner Finnell, Owner

2106 Blue Springs Rd. SE
Cleveland TN

423-421-0846

Experts in All Aspects 
of Heating & Cooling

•  Residential & Commercial Units
•  New System HVAC Installations
•  Repair & Maintenance – All Brands
•   Gas Lines • Mini-Splits • Free Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated 
Proud supporter of ORBA

 
Special thanks to Dennis Epperson

and Blake Allison for Exemplary Leadership.

James Roberson 
President — 1981 

R. Larry Swafford 
President — 1982 

James Duggan 
President — 1983 

Ed Allen
President — 1985

•

PAST PRESIDENTS

•

OCOEE REGION BUILDERS ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS — 2020

Blake Allison
President

Charles Blankenship
Vice president

Clay Cochran Joe Collins Shonna Ellis Dennis Epperson

Tim Evans Jerry Franitza Jennifer Holden Lake Mantooth

Charlotte Peak Max Phillips John Proffi  tt Paul Rice

Peaches Searles Charles Shirley

           Clint Taylor Dustin Wong

New US home construction 
dips again in February

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Construction of new 
homes fell again in Febru-
ary, but not as much as the 
previous month. Those de-
clines follow a December 
surge which had pushed 
home construction to the 
highest level in 13 years.

Builders started con-
struction on 1.60 million 
homes at a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate, a 
decline of 1.5% from 1.62 
million units in January, 
the Commerce Depart-
ment reported Wednesday. 
Analysts had expected a 
more signifi cant drop. The 
economic impact of the 
coronavirus outbreak was 
not apparent in the Febru-
ary numbers. 

Application for building 
permits, considered a good 
sign of future activity, fell 
5.5% in February to an 
annual rate of 1.46 million 
units. However, permits 
for single-family home 

construction rose 1.7%.
“Single-family building 

permits rose for the tenth 
consecutive month to a cy-
cle high of 1.004 million,” 
said Neil Dutta, an econo-
mist at Renaissance Macro 
Research. “Thus, the 
housing market was really 
hitting its stride before the 
onset of the coronavirus 
in the United States. That 
said, with homebuilder 
sentiment easing March, 
expect the gains in permits 
and construction to ebb in 
the months ahead.”

Single-family housing 
starts were up 6.7% to 
1,072,000 in February 
over the revised January 
fi gure of 1,005,000.

The report on housing 
starts showed that home 
building declined the most 
in the Northeast, falling 
25.1%, followed by a 8.2% 
drop in the West. Home 
building fell modestly 
in the West and South. 
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QUALITY HOME 
CONSTRUCTION

425 25th Street, Cleveland, TN 37311 • www.bender-realty.com

(423) 472-2173
(423) 476-5518

Proud to be a Member of ORBA

PROUD TO BE A MEMBER

CONGRATULATIONS

Since 1887

20 SECOND STREET, NW.,
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 37311

PHONE (423) 479-9683  FAX (423) 339-0044
Lisa Pozdol  lpozdol@tgt1887.com

FULL SERVICE, TITLE ESCROW 
AND SETTLEMENT SERVICE

WE SPECIALIZE IN STRESS
FREE CLOSINGS

To you and all your members. 
We proudly support you.

Ralph Rogers 
President — 1984 

•

Danny Marr 
President — 1986 

Sam Humbard 
President —1987

Joe Owenby 
President — 1988 

•

PAST PRESIDENTS

Contributed photo

2010 ORBA President Charlotte Peak presented Randall Fisher with the association’s fi rst Lifetime 
achievement award.

Fisher was fi rst recipient of Lifetime Achievement honors
From staff reports

The fi rst president of 
the Ocoee Region Build-
ers Association was 
Randall Fisher. When 
he helped organize the 
builders in 1970 it was 
called the Cleveland 
Builders Association.

In 2010, the 40th 
anniversary of the as-
sociation, it was decid-
ed to present the first 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Fisher. 

In her dedication 
address, 2010 ORBA 
president Charlotte 
Peak, noted “In 1969, 
Randall saw a need for 
builders to come to-
gether not only for their 
interest, suggestions 
and concerns, but to 
form a group longing for 
a responsible, safe and 
positive way of building 
integrity.”

Fisher helped ob-
tain the charter for 
the Cleveland Builders 
Association and served 
two terms as its presi-
dent. 

“Without Mr. Fisher’s 
vision and his consid-
erable effort in getting 
a charter, our local 
government would be 
monitored by Chatta-
nooga and would not 
have the impact that our 
association has today,” 

Peak said. “Through his 
perseverance and de-
termination, Mr. Fisher 
personifies the state-
ment made by Robert 
Greenleaf: ‘Good lead-
ers must first become 
good servants.’”

Peak also noted, 
“Leaders like Mr. Fisher 
are priceless and their 
services cannot be fully 
compensated. Leaders 
in this position are 
often unrecognized and 
most often unpaid for 
their sleepless nights 
and long exhausting 
days of lobbying their 
causes. The causes 
that Mr. Fisher stood 
for helped shape our 
industry in a posi-
tive way that fostered 
growth of enormous 
levels and profits in 
our most recent work 
years and helped shape 
legislation that protect 
our industry today. I 
can only hope that I will 
learn from leaders, such 
as Randall Fisher, and 
be a stepping stone to a 
brighter future helping 
to ensure our industry’s 
stability and prosperous 
future.”

A son of Burton and 
Arda Fisher, Fisher 
started building in 1958. 
He married Judith Lee 
Fisher and they began 
their business in 1960. 

The couple have two 
children, Melodie Moses 
and Melissa Jordan; 
four grandchildren; and 
several great-grandchil-
dren.

As part of the com-
munity, Fisher served 

as minister of music at 
several local church-
es as well as a deacon 
and member for First 
Baptist Church. For 
more than 21 years, he 
also served as a county 
commissioner.

In a proclamation on 
the 40th anniversary of 
ORBA, it was noted “the 
Builders Association 
is valued as a strong 
and recognized voice 
in our community. It’s 
commitment to promote 

professionalism in the 
construction industry 
through Legislation, 
Education, and Commu-
nication has proven that 
the Builders Association 
is also a vital part of 
this community.”

Contributed photo

PARTICIPATING IN the Lifetime Achievement award presentation to Randall Fisher in 2010 were 
Greg Calfee, vice president; Fisher; 2010 President Charlotte Peak; Executive Offi cer Sherri Blakely; and 
Dennis Epperson.



The second Lifetime 
Achievement award pre-
sented by the Ocoee Re-
gion Builders Association 
was to James Roberson.

Roberson was hon-
ored during a meeting in 
August of 2017. Roberson 
was one of the fi rst li-
censed residential con-
tractors in Cleveland.

Roberson “built his fi rst 
of what would be many 
homes in 1954,” Dennis 
Epperson, former ORBA 
president, said.

“He partnered with 
some of the greats — 
Auston Stevison, Randall 
Fisher and Pony Johnson 
— in 1968 to break away 
from the Chattanooga 
homebuilders branch to 
establish the Cleveland 
Builders Association.”

An active member of 
the association for many 
years, Roberson served 
as president of ORBA 
in 1981. During his fi rst 
time with the associa-
tion, Roberson, who was 

a national director and 
lobbied with U.S. Sen. 
Howard Baker of Ten-
nessee, recruited 41 new 
members, Epperson said.

When he received the 
award, Roberson said he 
did not wish to be singled 
out — all of the home-
builders with which he 
worked and those who 
were involved today de-

serve accolades.
Epperson said, Rob-

erson said “It was abso-
lutely important that the 
people who have worked 
with him and helped him 
along the way know that 
he was sincerely grateful 
and could not have been 
anything without them.”

Roberson died on Dec. 
1, 2018.
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I wish you and your members continued 
success in the growth and development of

 Bradley County and the Ocoee Region

*Licensed & Insured
Anthony Tucker

413-7239 Mobile

• Footings • Waterlines
• Sewer Lines • Septic 

Tanks • Field Lines

TUCKER BACKHOE
SERVICE & BOBCAT

PROUD SUPPORTER

****************

Personalized floor 
plans and features 
thoughtfully designed 
to fit your family 
and your future.

Let’s Plan 
the Perfect 
Home
Together

PROUD MEMBER

J.W. Kibble
President —1989 

•

L. Kent Berry 
President — 1990 

John Eldridge 
President —1991 

Bill Monaghan 
President — 1992

HBAT president 1997 

•

PAST PRESIDENTS

Contributed photo

THE ORBA LIFETIME Achievement Award was presented in August 2017 
to James Roberson, seated. With him are, from left, Shonna Ellis of Wholesale 
Supply Group; Dennis Epperson; and Chad Dean.

Contributed photo

BRADLEY COUNTY Mayor Gary Davis and then Cleveland Mayor Tom 
Rowland congratulated Randall Fisher, center, on his Lifetime Achievement 
award from Ocoee Region Builders Association. Fisher was the fi rst recipient of 
the honor. 

Roberson was second recipient of Lifetime Achievement Award

ORBA voice of local builders
The Ocoee Region 

Builders Association, 
for 50 years, has done a 
fantastic job in all aspects 
of protecting and repre-
senting the interests of 
the local homebuilding 
industry as well as the 
home buyer. With its 
membership support, 
ORBA will continue to be 
an integral part of mon-
itoring the construction 
industry in Bradley, Polk 
and McMinn counties.

The Ocoee Region 
Builders Association has 
a long history of working 
toward responsible and 
reasonable solutions that 
benefi t its members, and 
ultimately, the commu-
nity.

ORBA stands com-
mitted to work with all 
interested parties and 
to arrive at solutions for 
the many issues that face 
a growing community. 
ORBA has worked with 

numerous other organi-
zations and educational 
groups, forming powerful 
and eff ective partner-
ships to help build homes 
that are more aff ordable, 
green, and less energy 
dependent.

The builders and as-
sociates of ORBA under-
stand how important it 
is to make time for our 
industry and association. 
ORBA, as a group, stands 
strong to represent our 

area of homebuilding. 
ORBA will continue to be 
the voice of the building 
industry and prepare the 
community for tomorrow.

Traditional handmade furniture: 
passing down the craft in WV
By CAITLIN TAN, 
West Virginia Public Broadcasting

  HAMLIN, W.Va. (AP) — Families all 
across the world pass on traditions and 
it is no exception in Appalachia.

Traditions like making apple butter 
in the fall, or celebrating Christmas 
morning at mamaws, or picking ramps 
at that secret spot in the spring, or even 
just going to church on Sunday.

But for one family in Lincoln County, 
West Virginia, the tradition is building 
furniture.

Jim Probst has spent over 40 years 
hand making furniture. Over the last 
20 years, he has passed down that tra-
dition to his son-in-law Eddie Austin. 

Jim is now retired, but he built him-

self a “retirement workshop” at the end 
of a muddy road down a small hollow in 
Lincoln County.

Inside it smells of fresh ash wood. It 
is cozy with a wood-heated stove. West 
African music plays softly from the 
stereo.

At the back of the room there is a 
smooth fi nished, spiral wooden stair-
case that leads to a loft. The steps are 
patterned with a dark, walnut wood; all 
of which Jim built.

Since Jim is retired, he still main-
tains a shop for work on the occasional 
piece, but mostly just for fun.

“There’s a woodworking tradition that 
seems to have started in Lincoln coun-

See HANDMADE, Page C14



By LIZ WESTON 
of NerdWallet
Associated Press

Millions of Americans 
earn extra money out-
side their regular jobs 
— as ride-hailing drivers, 
Airbnb hosts, eBay sellers 
and freelancers of all 
kinds. Their side hustle 
income may help make 
ends meet, but it also can 
create tax traps.

Side gigs usually count 
as self-em-
ployment, 
which trig-
gers diff er-
ent rules, 
additional 
tax forms 
and plenty of 
confusion for 
people accus-
tomed to fi ling 
as employees, 
tax experts 
say. 

The fi rst 
time people fi le with a 
side gig, they’re often 
shocked by how much tax 
they owe, says Mackey 
McNeill, a CPA and per-
sonal fi nance specialist in 
Bellevue, Kentucky.

“It’s like, ‘How could I 
owe this much tax on this 
little bit of income?’” says 
McNeill, who is also a 
member of the American 
Institute of Certifi ed Pub-
lic Accountants’ Consum-
er Financial Education 
Advocates.

Side gigs also off er 
tax advantages, includ-
ing more ways to save 
for retirement and the 
ability to deduct legiti-
mate business expenses. 
Sadly, many side hustlers 
miss these opportunities 
because they don’t know 
what they don’t know.

Here are some key 
mistakes:

KEEPING LOUSY RE-
CORDS

The self-employed can 
deduct business expen-
ditures such as mileage, 
advertising, supplies, in-
ternet and other services 
they use to support their 
businesses. But those 
deductions need to be 
tracked and documented 
to survive an audit, Mc-
Neill says.

“Keep records as you 
go along rather than try 
to fi gure it out after the 
fact,” McNeill says.

Mileage tracking apps 
such as MileIQ and 
Hurdlr can help, as can 
expense management 
apps such as Expensify 
and Shoeboxed.

Ideally, side hustlers 
would open a separate 
checking account for their 
extracurricular income 
and expenses. Having a 
credit card just for the 
business can be a good 
idea as well. But a cred-
it card statement isn’t 

enough to 
prove a legiti-
mate business 
expense in an 
audit — the 
IRS wants 
to see the 
receipt as 
well, McNeill 
says. Tax pros 
recommend 
scanning or 
photograph-
ing paper 
receipts, since 

they can fade or be lost 
over time.

And speaking of tax 
pros, consider hiring one, 
especially if this is your 
fi rst time working for 
yourself. A good CPA or 
enrolled agent can help 
you fi nd deductions while 
keeping you out of trouble 
with the IRS.

NOT PAYING TAXES 
AS YOU EARN THE 
MONEY

Employees usually have 
income taxes withheld 
from their paychecks 
throughout the year. 
Typically that’s not the 
case with side hustle 
income. Waiting until it’s 
time to fi le a tax return to 
pay the taxes can trigger 
not just a big tax bill, but 
penalties as well. The 
IRS wants people to pay 
taxes as they earn money, 
through withholding or 
estimated quarterly tax 
payments. 

Most taxpayers can 
avoid penalties if, 
through withholding and 
estimated payments, they 
pay in at least 90% of the 
current year’s tax bill 
or 100% of the previous 
year’s tax amount. 

Even those who dodge 
a penalty likely will still 
owe taxes on net self-em-
ployment income, howev-
er. (Net self-employment 
income is what’s earned 
from the side gig, minus 

deductible expenses and 
retirement plan contribu-
tions.)

McNeill suggests put-
ting aside 25% to 30% of 
any side hustle income 
to cover the tax bill, 
since people who work 
for themselves usual-
ly have to pay a 15.3% 
self-employment tax to 
cover Social Security and 
Medicare contributions 
in addition to regular 
income taxes. 

IGNORING RETIRE-
MENT SAVINGS OP-
TIONS

Tucking away some side 
gig income for retire-
ment can help make your 
future more comfortable 
while reducing your tax 
bill today. Two good 
options for side hustlers 
are a SEP IRA and a solo 
401(k). A simplifi ed em-
ployee pension individual 
retirement account is 
easy to set up and allows 
people to contribute up 
to 25% of net self-em-
ployment income, to a 
maximum of $57,000 in 
2020. A solo 401(k) has 
the same $57,000 cap, 
but it allows contribu-
tions up to 100% of net 
self-employment income. 
Solo 401(k)s involve a bit 
more paperwork, and the 
contribution limit is per 
person, so contributions 
to an employer’s 401(k) 
or other retirement plan 
count against the cap.

McNeill has one fi nal 
caution: Make sure your 
side gig is actually worth 
your time. Some people 

discover they’re making 
less than minimum wage 
after paying taxes and 
other expenses, such as 
fees to an online free-
lancing platform. Review 
what you’ve cleared 
against the time involved 
to determine whether the 
extra hours are worth-
while.

“If you’re going to do it, 
do it right,” McNeill says. 
“Make sure you’re going 
to make money.”
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LIZ WESTON: 

Tax traps that side hustlers should avoid

Liz Weston

Lawsuit to protect bird 
nicknamed feathered mouse

NEW ORLEANS (AP) 
— Environmentalists 
have sued the Trump 
administration for 
failing to follow through 
on a proposal made two 
years ago to protect a 
small, elusive marsh 
bird nicknamed the 
“feathered mouse.”

“The eastern black 
rail stands on the brink 
of extinction,” said the 
lawsuit filed Thursday 
in U.S. District Court in 
New Orleans. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice did not immediate-
ly respond to a request 
for comment, but gener-
ally cannot comment on 

lawsuits.
The sparrow-sized 

bird has brilliant red 
eyes, black or dark gray 
feathers f lecked with 
white and a brown nape. 

In the U.S., its his-
toric range runs from 
coastal Massachusetts 
to Texas and inland to 
the eastern slope of the 
Appalachian Mountains. 
The birds also are found 
in salt, brackish and 
freshwater marshes in 
Mexico, Central Amer-
ica and the Caribbean 
but are “rare and irreg-
ular” throughout their 
range, according to the 
suit.
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THE OCOEE REGION BUILDERS ASSOCIATION each year visit Nashville and the legislative leaders to advocate for and against laws being considered 
that impact the building industry and the affordability of housing. Among those visiting with state Rep. Dan Howell, center, were, from left, John Proffi tt, Dennis 
Epperson, Charlotte Peak, Max Phillips, Blake Allison and Chad Dean.

THE OCOEE REGION Builders Association meets monthly on the third Wednesday of the month.

(NAHB) — If you’re 
in the market for a new 
home, you should shop 
for your builder as care-
fully as you shop for your 
home. Whether you are 
buying a condo, a town-
house, a house in a sub-
division or a custom-built 
house, you want to know 
that you are buying a 
good quality home from a 
reputable builder. 

The National Associ-
ation of Home Builders 
has some tips to help you 
choose a builder.

Make a List of 
Possible Builders

Once you have thought 
about the type of house 
you want, you can create 
a list of potential build-
ers.

Contact your local 
home builders’ associ-
ation to obtain a list of 
builders who construct 
homes in your area. 
Ocooe River Builders As-
sociation may be contact-
ed at orbatn.com.

• Look in the real estate 
section of your local 
newspaper for builders 
and projects. 

Looking through the 
ads and reading the arti-
cles can help you to learn 
which builders are active 
in your area, the types of 
homes they are building 
and the prices you can 
expect to pay. 

Make a list of builders 
who build the type of 

home you’re looking for in 
your price range.

• Local real estate 
agents may also be able to 
help you in your search. 

• Ask friends and rel-
atives for recommenda-
tions. Ask about builders 
they have dealt with 
directly, or ask them for 
names of acquaintances 
who have recently had a 
good experience with a 
builder.

Do Your Homework
When you have a list 

of potential builders, it’s 
time to start asking lots 
of questions — of both the 
potential builders and the 
owners of their homes.

• Interview potential 
home builders to get the 
answers to all the ques-
tions you have. Here are 
some possible questions:

Will the builder give 
you references of recent 
buyers/occupants?

Does the builder have 
a fi nancing plan estab-
lished?

Are there options in the 
fl oor plan — for example, 
can a basement or deck 
be added?

Can a room such as the 
basement be left unfi n-
ished?

How much “customiz-
ing” can be done versus 
standard features?

Can appliances be up- 
or down-graded?

Are there any addi-
tional fees relating to the 

home or development?
Will there be a home 

owners’ association? If so, 
what will the dues cost 
and what do they cover?

Does the builder off er a 
warranty program?

Does the price include 
landscaping? What if the 
plants die within a year?

Are there any restric-
tive covenants?

What are the estimated 
taxes on the property?

How is the school sys-
tem rated?

Are day care and gro-
cery stores convenient 
and satisfactory?

What about emergency 
facilities — police, fi re de-
partment and hospitals?

Are there any major 
development plans for 
the area in the next fi ve 
years?

• Then, visit a builder’s 
recently built homes and 
subdivisions. Drive by 
on a Saturday morning 
when home owners may 
be outside doing chores 
or errands. Introduce 
yourself and say you are 
considering buying a 
home from the builder 
who built their home. 
Talk to several owners, 
and try to get a random 
sample of opinions. The 
more people you talk 
with, the more accurate 
an impression of a builder 
you are likely to get.

• Some questions to ask 
home owners include: 
Are you happy with your 

How to choose a home builder
home? If you had any 
problems, were they fi xed 
promptly and properly? 
Would you buy another 
home from this builder?

• Usually, people tell 
you if they are pleased 
with their homes. And if 
they are not, they’ll prob-
ably want to tell you why.

• At the very least, drive 
by and see if the homes 
are visually appealing.

• When you talk to 
builders and home own-
ers, take along a notebook 
to record the information 
you fi nd and your person-
al impressions about spe-
cifi c builders and homes. 
Doing so will help you to 
make comparisons later. 

See BUILDER, Page C9

REUSE THE NEWS
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SEVERAL MEMBERS of the Ocoee Region Builders Association attended the fall Home Builders 
Association of Tennessee conference in Chattanooga. Attending were, from left, Blake Allison, John Proffi tt, 
Dennis Epperson, Charlotte Peak and Chad Dean.

PEACHES SEARLES was presented with the Home Builders Association of Tennessee 2019 State 
Associate of the Year award. Congratulating Searles is Blake Allison, president of the Ocoee Region Builders 
Association.

Buy, build or fi x: What’s best 
for fi rst-time home buyers?
By KATE WOOD 
of NerdWallet 

With a limited supply of entry-level 
housing for sale, getting your foot in 
the door you want could be a challenge 
if you’re looking to buy your fi rst home 
soon. 

Nearly a third of Americans who’ve 
never previously bought a home say 
they plan to in the next fi ve years, 
according to a survey commissioned 
by NerdWallet and conducted online 
by The Harris Poll among 2,007 U.S. 
adults in January 2020. 

Before you join the house hunt, decide 
which type of property best fi ts your 
goals. Here are the pros and cons of 
buying a turnkey home, building a new 
house or renovating a fi xer-upper. 

BUY IF YOU CAN ROLL 
WITH THE PUNCHES 
What could be the downside to a 

move-in-ready house? All you need 
to do is move. But in today’s market, 
competition is fi erce. According to data 
from the National Association of Real-
tors, in December 2019 the inventory 
of homes for sale in the U.S. reached its 
lowest level in over 20 years. 

“You have to be ready to go yester-
day,” says Simone Plush, a real estate 
agent with Washington, D.C.-area Cen-
tury 21 New Millennium. Especially for 
fi rst-time home buyers, the process can 
be “an emotional roller coaster,” Plush 
says. She encourages buyers to be stra-
tegic and swift when making an off er on 
a turnkey home. For example, looking 
at homes priced slightly below your 
budget lets you aff ord a competitive bid 
that’s over the asking price. 

When you’re feeling frustrated, Plush 

says, remember your “why” — the 
reason you’re house hunting in the fi rst 
place. Reconnecting to your desire to 
have a backyard for your kids, for exam-
ple, can help you maintain momentum. 

BUILD IF YOU WANT 
TO CALL THE SHOTS 
New construction might sound 

intimidating and time-consuming, but 
unless you’re starting from scratch with 
an architect and a piece of land, it can 
be surprisingly straightforward and 
speedy. 

“In many of our communities, home 
buyers have the option to purchase a 
quick move-in home,” one that will be 
ready within 30 to 90 days, commented 
Jessica Hansen, vice president of com-
munications for Arlington, Texas-based 
homebuilders D.R. Horton, via email. 

Time frames can vary by builder and 
demand. Jeff  Mezger, president and 
CEO of Los Angeles-based builder KB 
Home, says his company averages three 
to four months from breaking ground to 
move-in day. The average home search 
takes about 10 weeks, according to a 
2019 NAR survey, followed by several 
more weeks to close and get the keys. 

In the same survey, the most-cited 
reason home buyers gave for purchasing 
new construction was to avoid reno-
vations or problems with mechanical 
systems. Both these builders, like many 
others, off er home warranties, protec-
tion that buyers of existing homes may 
have to purchase for themselves. 

“When you close on a used home, 
you’re on your own if something goes 
wrong,” Mezger says. “With a new 
home, you still have that relationship 

See WHAT’S BEST, Page C13
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CITY AND government offi cials attended a groundbreaking ceremony held for the construction of 
a new home in the Blythe-Oldfi eld neighborhood in Cleveland. Construction of the new residence is the 
result of a partnership between community development organization City Fields and the Ocoee Region 
Builders Association. From left are City Fields’ Jake Stum, Joe Collins, Dennis Epperson, Bradley County 
Commissioner Charlotte Peak, ORBA President Blake Allison, Chad Dean, Bradley County Mayor D. Gary 
Davis, state Sen. Todd Gardenhire, Chris Martin, Cleveland Mayor Kevin Brooks and City Fields Executive 
Director Dustin Tommey. 

ORBA constructs house in City Fields area
Each year, Ocoee Region Build-

ers Association selects a project 
for its memberships to do in the 
community, according to ORBA 
president Blake Allison.

In 2019, ORBA in partnership 
with City Fields constructed a new 
house on Blythe Avenue.

With the help of volunteers and 

the donations from local busi-
nesses of building materials, the 
con-struction budget costs come 
down. 

The lot where the house was 
constructed formerly was occupied 
by a house which had been con-
demned because it was falling in. 
After the house was razed, the lot 

was donated to City Fields. 
The house built by ORBA and 

City Fields was a single-story 
structure with three bedrooms and 
two bathrooms. 

City Fields Executive Director 
Dustin Tommey said the “new 
house will represent hope and 
change.”

 SEE NEWS 
 HAPPENING?

 WE’RE 
 ALL EARS!

 423.472.5041



that child, their world just 
fell apart. And it doesn’t 
matter what you think of 
momma, that’s momma.” 

She explained that chil-
dren “have no promise” 
of going back to the same 
school, seeing the teach-
ers and friends they trust 
and are close to, or being 
placed with their siblings, 
“the only people that 
truly understand what 
they’re going through.” 

The Isaiah 117 House, 
inspired by the Bible pas-
sage Isaiah 1:17, “Learn 
to do right; seek justice. 
Defend the oppressed and 
take up the cause of the 
fatherless,” seeks to im-
prove the lives of children 
on removal day by giving 
them a home to rest in a 
bed, a place to play with 
their siblings, a place to 
eat a good meal, where 
they can bathe and put on 
new clothes before meet-
ing their foster parents. 
Having this facility will 
make it easier to place 
children with families, 
too, Paulson said. 

Blake Allison, presi-
dent of ORBA, said the 

vote for making Isaiah 
117 the 2020 build was 
unanimous among the 
16 builders on the ORBA 
board. Both Allison and 
Curry attend First Baptist 
Church in Cleveland, 
where they fi rst connect-
ed and began this part-
nership. 

“We feel this is a cause 
that will fi ll a great need 
in the community and 
help a lot of children, and 
we feel fortunate to have 
the opportunity to be part 
of it,” he said. 
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THE OCOEE RE-
GION Builders Asso-

ciation selected the Bly-
the-Oldfi eld community 
as the site for its annual 
Build  to help the com-

munity. ORBA members 
and associates donated 

materials and volun-
teered labor to construct 
the three-bedroom, two 

bath house.

From staff reports
The Ocoee Region 

Builders Association have 
selected the Isaiah 117 
House as its project for 
2020.

“We are so excited that 

ORBA plans to build Isaiah 117 House
Site to construct the house 
for foster care is being sought

ORBA has chosen us for 
their 2020 build,” Renee 
Curry said. “This is a gen-
erous and wonderful gift 
to the Isaiah 117 House of 
Bradley County.”

The Isaiah 117 House 
will be a three-bedroom, 
two-bathroom home with 
up to 2,000 square feet of 
space for children tran-
sitioning into foster care. 
The search is presently on 
for some land.

Ronda Paulson, founder 
of Isaiah 117, explained at 
removal day is often the 
most traumatic day for 
children, and Isaiah 117 
hopes to eff ect change.

“You see, for a lot of us, 
we don’t know removal 
day. We’ve never thought 
about removal day. And 
when we hear a child 
has been removed we go, 
‘Yay! They’ll get a bath. 
They’ll get a meal. They’ll 
go to school every day 
next week. Yay!’ Not for 
that child,” she said. “For Renee Curry

US mortgage rates climb; 
30-year loan at 3.65%

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. long-term mortgage 
rates climbed this week in a whip-sawing market 
amid deepening anxiety over devastation to the 
economy from the coronavirus pandemic. 

Home loan rates had hit all-time lows two weeks 
ago. Mortgage buyer Freddie Mac reported Thurs-
day that the average rate on the benchmark 30-year 
loan jumped to 3.65% this week from 3.36% last 
week.

Freddie Mac said the short-term rise was due to 
mortgage lenders increasing prices to deal with 
booming demand for refi nancing into loans at his-
torically low rates. 

The average rate on the 15-year fi xed-rate mort-
gage rose to 3.06% from 2.77%.

The recent decline trend in mortgage rates has 
been driven by investors shifting money out of the 
stock market and into the safety of U.S. Treasurys 
as the crisis in confi dence around the global viral 
outbreak has worsened. Long-term mortgage rates 
tend to track the yields on the 10-year Treasury 
note, so they typically fall in tandem.

Financial markets have shuddered amid a cascade 
of cancellations and shutdowns across the globe due 
to the COVID-19 virus. 

N.M. man says he unknowingly stole TVs while drunk
GALLUP, N.M. (AP) — A 

New Mexico man is facing 
charges after he told police 
he unknowingly stole two 
televisions while drunk.

The Gallup Independent 
reports Sage Aaron Cum-
mins was arrested last week 
shortly following his arrival 
to the victim’s apartment to 

return the TVs.
According to Gallup 

police, an offi  cer was 
investigating a burglary 
report when Cummins ap-
proached him and admitted 
he had stolen the televisions 
from the victim’s home.

Cummins told police he 
was “very intoxicated” when 

he entered the residence.
A police report says Cum-

mins said he only remem-
bered knocking on the door 
and, when it was apparent 
that no one was home, 
he entered the residence. 
Cummins says he did not 
remember what happened 
after that.



C12—Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, March 22, 2020 www.clevelandbanner.com

2551 Georgetown Road
472-5051

Proud Member
and Supporter!

FALCON CREST SUBDIVISION
4 STAR LLC
Property Development

Commercial & Residential Building
Lake Mantooth

P.O. Box 765 • Charleston, TN 37310
423.650.2925

Email: lmantooth@charter.net 
falconcrestsubdivision.org

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS
Boundless Moving and Storage is locally owned 
and operated - and proud to be one of the 
premier movers in the Tennessee Valley. We are 
known for personal service and professional 
know-how.

We understand that moving can be a stressful 
time. This is why Boundless Moving & Storage 
has put together moving packages to help families in ANY stage of transition!

• Local & Long Distance Moving • Senior Moves
• Packing Services • Short & Long Term Storage
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Vulcan is tops in sporting clays event
The Sporting Clay Shoot 

at Benton Sporting Clays 
had many members of the 
Ocoee Region Builders 
Association participating. 

The fi rst prize for the 
clays was won by the 
Vulcan Materials Compa-
ny. Second place went to 
Adman Electric and third 
to CC Blankinship & Sons.

The lunch sponsors 
were American Portables 
and Epperson Homes.

Team sponsors were 
the Melody Smith Team 
of KW Cleveland, Ten-
nessee Valley Federal 
Credit Union, Sequatchie 
Concrete Service, Bank 
of Cleveland, Bradley 
Concrete, Tindell’s, 
Cleveland Plywood, Drain 
Right Guttering, Plumb-
ing, Electrical & HVAC 
Supplies, Jody Millard, Pi-
oneer Metal Depot, Award 
Realty, The Flooring 
Center AE Adman Elec-
tric, Pioneer Metal Depot, 
Insurance Incorporated, 
KACE, SmartBank, CC 
Blankinship & Sons, and 
River Stone.

The station sponsors 
were Bank of Cleveland, 
Andrew B. Morgan, 
Nationwide, Superior 
Walls, ACME Brick, Tile 
Stone, Crye-Leike Real-
tors, Hiwassee Builders 
Supply, Drain Right Gut-
tering, Vulcan Materials 
Co., Sequatchie Con-
crete Services, Ferguson 
Kitchen Gallery, Sherwin 
Williams, Lowe’s Lighting 
Gallery and CCH.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper
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with us.” 

But these conve-
niences come at a cost: 
In the NAR survey, 
those who bought new 
construction paid a 
median price $85,000 
more than those who 
purchased a previous-
ly owned property. 
Feasibility may also 
depend on where you 
live. In an urban area 
or well-established 
suburb, building 
new may be difficult 
without paying to 
tear down an existing 
structure. In rural 
areas, there’s plenty 
of land, but starting 
from the ground up 
outside a development 
may mean extra costs 
for securing access to 
water, electricity and 
more. 

FIX IF LOCA-
TION’S

A MUST 
Renovating a fix-

er-upper is tougher 
than it looks on TV, 
but if the house has 
good bones, you could 
snag an affordable 
home in your ideal 
neighborhood. The 
NAR survey shows 
26% of first-time 
home buyers said they 
compromised on con-
dition in order to buy 
a home. Condition is-
sues are unsurprising 
as the nation’s housing 
stock ages. According 
to Harvard Universi-
ty’s Joint Center for 
Housing Studies, as 
of 2019 nearly 80% of 
American homes were 
at least 20 years old, 
and 40% were at least 
50. 

“First-time home 
buyers should not be 
shy about houses that 
have good mechan-
ical and structural 
components that are 
just ugly,” says David 
Pekel, a former con-
tractor who’s now CEO 
of the National Associ-
ation of the Remodel-
ing Industry. “You can 
fix ugly.” 

Pekel recommends 
working with an expe-
rienced home inspec-
tor to determine what 
needs to be addressed. 
A contractor can 
delineate the scope 
of work and potential 
cost. Pekel says most 
will charge a consulta-
tion fee that’s refund-
ed if they’re hired. 

FINDING YOUR
 FINANCING 
Whether you choose 

to buy, build or fix, 
there are various 
financing options. 
In addition to con-
ventional mortgages 
and standard govern-
ment-backed loans, 
there are construction 
loans and renova-
tion loans suited for 
borrowers financing 
new construction or 
remodeling. A lend-
er that offers loan 
products for the kind 
of property you want 
can guide you through 
your choices. 

This article was 
provided to The 
Associated Press by 
the personal finance 
website NerdWallet. 
Kate Wood is a writer 
at NerdWallet. Email: 
kwood@nerdwallet.
com. 
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ty,” Jim says. “And who 
knows, Eddie’s got two 
kids and his son says 
he’s gonna be a wood-
worker, farmer.”

Although Jim loves 
woodworking, the work 
is not easy. He puts 
hours upon hours of 
labor into each piece of 
furniture, and it shows.

The pieces are exquisite. 
Smooth fi nished curves, 
often in a deep cherry 
wood. But that hand 
crafting makes the pieces 
expensive – money that 
not a lot of people have.

One of Jim’s chairs 
can retail for $800.

He moved to West Vir-
ginia from Indiana with 
his wife during the back-
to-the-land movement 
in the ‘70s when many 
young, artsy people 
moved and bought land 
in the state.

Jim loves West Virgin-
ia – the nature, solitude 
and low crime rates. He 
considers it his home 
and says he would not 
live anywhere else.

As a child, he had 
learned basic wood-
working skills from his 
father, but the craft of 
furniture making is 
something he’s largely 
taught himself.

“I was accustomed to 
that if you wanted some-
thing you could build it 
yourself,” he says.

During his 40-year 
career, Jim became a 
nationally- recognized 
furniture builder. He 
has been featured in 
magazines and two 
books.

His sleek, minimalist 
style caught the eye of 
wealthy buyers and sev-
eral high-end furniture 
festivals. These things 
helped put him on the 
map.

“We were in shops in 
Seattle, one in Colorado, 
a shop in Chicago, shops 
in New York, Atlanta, 
out in Martha’s Vine-
yard,” he says.

PASSING IT DOWN

Today, most of the 
work is done by Eddie.

“It started with a girl,” 
Eddie says.

He is referring to Jim’s 
daughter Emma.

“I was 17 and I had a 
job as a full-time dish-
washer at a local restau-
rant,” Eddie says. “They 
said, ‘We’re closing the 
restaurant, here’s your 
last paycheck, we wish 
you the best.’ I’d just 
started dating Emma 
and she came home and 
told her dad. He said, 
‘Well, why don’t you get 
him to come into the 
wood shop.’”

Eddie started by 
sweeping fl oors, but 
over time he became a 
top builder for Jim, and 
eventually married his 
daughter.

Two years ago, after 
working together for two 
decades, Eddie bought 
the shop from Jim.

Eddie now runs 
his own business, EA 
Woodworks, out of the 
original woodworking 
space.

Much like Jim, Eddie 
loves West Virginia. He 
was raised in Lincoln 
County, and as an adult, 
he has never doubted 
raising his family any-
where else.

He says he cannot 
identify with the phrase 
“the struggle to stay,” 
a phrase media some-
times uses to describe 
the state’s declining 
population of young 
adults.

“A lot of us West Vir-
ginians grew up without 
a running bathroom in 
our home, and we were 
able to overcome things 
like that,” Eddie says. 
“And so, it really irked 
me that people found a 
struggle to stay. It never 
was struggle for me, it 
was just a time to dig 
deeper.”

Eddie dug deeper by 
learning to woodwork. 
It has been the reason 
he could stay in Lincoln 

County.
A lot of that is thanks 

to Jim.
CONNECTED BUT 

DIFFERENT 
The connection be-

tween the two shows in 
their work. Both create 
pieces that are sturdy 
while still upscale and 
elegant.

The diff erences, 
however, really shine 
through in their work 
spaces.

Jim’s retirement shop 
is quite uniform. The fo-
cal points are the actual 
wood structure of the 
shop, whereas Eddie’s 
shop highlights his ex-
troverted personality. 

There’s a lot of col-
or. His door is painted 
purple. There is a wall 
dedicated to street signs 
with tree names, like 
“Maple Street” and “Oak 
Avenue.”
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THE 2020 Ocoee Region Builders Association board was sworn in. Members of the executive board are Blake Allison, president; Charles Blankinship, vice 
president; Jerry Franitza, secretary; and Charlotte Peak, executive offi cer. 

BRADLEY COUNTY commissioner and ORBA executive offi cer  Char-
lotte Peak sworn in Charles Blankinship as the vice president for the 2020 
year.  

Questions to ask your home builder
(NHBA) — When you’re 

thinking about buying a 
new home, selecting the 
right home builder is a 
key step in creating the 
home of your dreams. You 
should feel comfortable 
asking a potential home 
builder every question 
that you think is import-
ant. And, a professional 
builder or sales represen-
tative will want to make 
you a happy and satisfi ed 
home owner.

Besides the questions of 
“How much does it cost?” 
and “When can we move 
in?” here are some other 
questions you should ask:

• Will the builder give 
you references of recent 
buyers/occupants?

• Does the builder have 
a fi nancing plan estab-
lished?

• Are there options in 
the fl oor plan — for ex-
ample, can a basement or 
deck be added?

• Can a room such as 
the basement be left un-
fi nished?

• How much “custom-
izing” can be done versus 
standard features?

• Can appliances be up- 
or down-graded?

• Are there any addi-
tional fees relating to the 
home or development?

• Will there be a home 
owners’ association? If so, 
what will the dues cost 
and what do they cover?

• Does the builder off er 
a warranty program?

• Does the price include 
landscaping? What if the 

plants die within a year?
• Are there any restric-

tive covenants?
• What are the estimat-

ed taxes on the property?
• How is the school 

system rated?
• Are day care and 

grocery stores convenient 

and satisfactory?
• What about emergen-

cy facilities — police, fi re 
department and hospi-
tals?

• Are there any major 
development plans for 
the area in the next fi ve 
years?

 SEE NEWS 
 HAPPENING?

 WE’RE 
 ALL EARS!

 423.472.5041
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By LINDSAY C VANASDALAN, 
York Dispatch 

DOVER, Pa. (AP) — 
Buying schools is not new 
for the Kretzmer family.

Kralltown Elementary, 
formerly part of the Do-
ver Area School District, 
will be the third school 
in which Kimberley and 
Tom Kretzmer have lived 
in the past 10 years.

Their dynamic is diff er-
ent from most families. 
The Kretzmers adopt 
children with terminal or 
complex medical needs, 
and a school provides 
them the space and fl exi-
bility to care for them.

On Feb. 19, two of their 
children, Elijah, 10, and 
Oliver, 13, stretched a big 
yellow measuring tape 
across the width of what 
will become the master 
bedroom.

“311,” Oliver reported, 
noting the number of 
inches — which equates 
to 26 feet. The 26-foot by 
41-foot room is even larg-
er than what they had at 
their last school-turned-
home.

Even homes with 
elevators are not wide 
enough to fi t a stretcher, 
said Kimberley Kretzmer. 
The family’s fi rst school, 
Duffi  eld Elementary in 
Franklin County, was 
three stories with the 
kitchen downstairs — not 
ideal for watching chil-
dren.

“It was very inconve-
nient because we can’t 
have the kids out of 
sight,” she said. “So to go 
down to cook was next to 
impossible.”

The single-level Krall-
town, which closed in 
2011, sits on 9 acres 
in a quiet Washington 

Township community at 
21 Creek Road. There’s 
even a playground in the 
backyard.

Dover Area school 
board unanimously 
approved an agreement 
of sale with the Kretz-
mers for $180,000 for the 
property, according to the 
Jan. 7 board agenda.

“How I turn it into a 
house is I really like to 
do a lot of antiques, but 
the kids’ areas are play, 
they’re solid wall-to-wall 
toys,” Kimberley Kretz-
mer said.

But living in a school 
does have its drawbacks, 
such as harsh fl uorescent 
“Welcome to Walmart” 
lights, she said, not-
ing that she often adds 
sections of softer light, as 

with the reading nook she 
has planned.

The Kretzmer family 
got the idea to move into 
schools from an adoption 
agent who also takes care 
of terminally ill and med-
ically complex children 
in a school she bought in 
Shippensburg about 30 
years ago.

But though they only 
began moving into 
schools 10 years ago, the 
Kretzmers began adopt-
ing much earlier.

While working at a 
special needs school in 
Maryland as a teen, Kim-
berley Kretzmer realized 
she wanted to foster, and 
later decided to adopt 
special needs children. 
The decision was so-
lidifi ed when her own 

daughter had medical 
issues, including multiple 
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Walker Valley High School stu-
dent Grant Holden was recipient of 
a $1,000 scholarship by the Ocoee 
Region Builders Association.

To earn the scholarship, a 
student must be planning to go 
into the building industry, or 
an occupation that supports the 
building industry, such as fi nance 
or business. 

The recipient must also be 
heavily involved in their school, 
have an exceptional GPA and have 
completed 150 hours of community 

service, according to Blake Allison, 
ORBA president.

Allison said Holden was chosen 
because of his extracurricular ac-
tivities he’s involved in, as well as 
his high GPA.

“Not only is Grant a great stu-
dent, but he’s also highly involved 
at school,” Allison said. 

ORBA is the Ocoee Region chap-
ter of the Home Builders Associa-
tion of Tennessee, which awarded 
18 students a scholarship across 
the state this year.

Holden is the son of ORBA mem-
bers George and Jennifer Holden, 
who serve as co-owners of Lowe’s 
Cabinet and Lighting Gallery. Alli-
son praised Lowe’s as an excellent 
stop for all lighting and cabinet 
needs, as ORBA frequently does 
business with the Holdens as do 
numerous other business owners. 

John Proffi  tt, chairman of the 
education committee awarding 
the scholarship, added that HBAT 
matches the profi ts ORBA raises 
for scholarships each year.

STANDING WITH his parents, Grant Holden accepts a scholarship from John Proffi tt, chairman of 
the education committee overseeing scholarship recipients. Holden accepts the award alongside his parents, 
George and Jennifer Holden, two local business owners and proud ORBA members. 

Holden receives ORBA scholarship

GINA NGUYEN, who graduated from Cleve-
land High School and is attending the University of 
Tennessee, was the recipient of an Ocoee Region 
Builders Association scholarship. She is an engineer-
ing major. Charlotte Peak, ORBA executive offi cer, 
presented the award.

Family creates home out of school

John A. Pavoncello/York Dispatch via AP

KIMBERLY KRETZMER and two of her children seven children, Elijah, 
10 and Oliver, 13, at the former Kralltown Elementary School that will soon be 
their home, Wednesday. 

See SCHOOL, Page C15

Wine a little; Laugh a lot
Most people have hot and cold running water in 

their kitchens but in the Italian hamlet of Settecani 
recently villagers woke one morning recently and it 
was red wine that came out of their taps, not only in 
their kitchens but in their bathrooms, as well, reports 
the Association of Mature American Citizens. 

It seems that a high pressure leak in the storage 
tower of a local winery allowed the vino to seep into 
the town’s water pipes. 

Many of the residents managed to bottle the bever-
age before the leak was fi xed. After all it was Lam-
brusco Grasparossa, a very tasty sparkling red wine, 
and it would have been a shame to let it dribble down 
the drain.
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surgeries and a feeding tube.
“The kids were being taken, and the 

teachers opened their homes because 
there were no foster families available,” 
she said of the Maryland school.

Now a family of 11, Kimberley and 
Tom, along with seven of their children 
— one of them biological — live with 
four dogs and a 24-hour rotating nurs-
ing staff . Two adult children live away 
from home.

The family is currently seeking nurs-
ing care in the area.

Most of their children require special 
care, such as ventilators for breathing 
and feeding tubes. Some have intel-
lectual disabilities, liver disease and 
kidney failure.

Though not all of the children they 
have adopted over the years have 
survived, it was worth it because “in 
our opinion, they deserve the best life 
possible,” Kimberley Kretzmer said in a 
message.

“Never did we think that there were 
so many medically fragile children 
needing adopting in group homes and 
hospitals here in the U.S. that would 
reach our hearts,” she said.

In a typical day, the children will each 

be home-schooled one-on-one, Elijah 
said, with a Dover Area teacher who 
comes to their home.

In their downtime, they will have a 
gym with accessible swings and special 
extras from the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion, which grants one gift or experi-
ence to children with critical illness.

Elijah’s “wish” was a movie theater, 
where he’ll watch favorites such as “Spi-
derman” and “Star Wars.”

“I’m not really a big fan of D.C.,” he 
said of the comic book movie fran-
chise,” but I like Batman.”

Though it will soon become their 
home, Kralltown will still retain ele-
ments of its history — including a mural 
depicting greetings from children of 
many diff erent nationalities, which the 
family plans to keep.

But they also plan to do some renova-
tions, including putting in handicap-ac-
cessible bathrooms, laundry rooms, an 
adapted kitchen, air conditioning, an 
indoor playground/therapy room (from 
Make-a-Wish), a generator, partial fenc-
ing of the property and an in-ground 
pool.

They plan to move into the school 
within the next couple of months.

SCHOOL: Family moves in
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 John A. Pavoncello/York Dispatch via AP 

KIMBERLY KRETZMER and her children Oliver, 13, left, and Elijah, 10, 
take measurements in former classrooms that will soon be bedrooms for the 
two boys and fi ve other children as the Kretzmer family moves into the former 
Kralltown Elementary School. 
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