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Bearettes, Raiders ready to defend state titles
Bradley girls 
hungry for 

back-to-back
championships
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Raiders going for double ‘three-peat’
By JOE CANNON
Assistant Sports Editor

While Cleveland High’s wres-
tling program has earned four 
of its 16 TSSAA state champi-
onships the past two seasons 
under the direction of 2018-19 
Tennessee Coach of the Year 
Joey Knox, a key to the Blue 
Raider success actually took 
place in the early 1970s, and 
its inf luence is still a part of 
today’s team.

After a revolving door of head 
coaches in the program’s first 
few years, in 1971 head Raider 
baseball coach Duane Schriver 
took over the wrestling pro-
gram, the highlight of which 
to that point had been Bill 
Emendorfer’s 1968 individual 
state unlimited weight division 
championship.

Inheriting a single, worn 
out, 24-foot mat and without a 
proper workout room, the guys 
wrestled in hallways, in the 

gymnasium, alongside the bas-
ketball team during practice, on 
the CHS lawn — anywhere they 
could find space. 

They didn’t have much, but 
Schriver’s first mat squad 
poured its heart and soul into 
the program.

Senior Allan Jones, 
a co-captain of that 
team, had a differ-
ent head coach each 
of his four years, but 
recognized there was 
something special 
about Schriver. “While 
he didn’t know much 
about wrestling, Coach Schriver 
knew that and worked hard to 
learn on the job,” he said. “(He) 
knew a lot about kids — how to 
motivate them and get the most 
out of them. He made you want 
to win.”

In 1973, Schriver was allowed 
a key addition to the program — 
assistant coach Al Miller, who 
turned out to be a hall of fame 

wrestling coach.
The duo f lip-f lopped positions 

four years later, with Miller 
taking the reins and Schriver 
becoming his assistant, while 
still being the head baseball 
coach. What followed was the 

beginning of one of the 
most successful prep 
mat programs in the 
state.

“Our community 
had never experienced 
wrestling that was so 
successful,” Miller said.

Not only did Jeff 
Howard win the 1976 

state 112-pound crown, but 
the pair landed the program’s 
first TSSAA team title in 1980, 
with a stunning defeat of then 
eight-time state champion 
Baylor. “The 1979-80 team was 
made up of a unique group of 
hard-working guys,” Schriver 
said. “They were all fun to be 

By GARY OWNBEY
Banner Correspondent

Coach Jason Reuter 
and his Bradley Central 
Bearettes enter the TS-
SAA basketball season 
in a position they hav-
en’t been in before: as 
defending state champs.

After winning the 
storied program’s sixth 
TSSAA State 
Championships 
last spring, 
Reuter’s 10th 
“sleuth” enters 
the new hoop 
campaign with 
a big target 
square on its 
back as the 
team tries for a 
repeat.

His Bearettes are also 
looking to continue 
several victory streaks 
that have added to the 
program’s history and 
legacy as the winningest 
(2,233-493-9, 81.9%) 
high school basketball 
program in Tennessee.

The Bearettes are 
currently riding a 15-
game winning streak, 
that culminated for 
them when they brought 
home the program’s 
first gold ball since 
1976. 

They are also looking 

to add to their 33-game 
home court unbeat-
en streak, as well as a 
District 5-AAA consec-
utive winning mark that 
has reached 61 in a row, 
dating to the 2014-15 
season. Under Reuter’s 
tutelage, the Bearettes 
have won the district 
title nine straight sea-
sons and the Region 3 

crown in eight 
of those years 
as well.

Four depart-
ing seniors, 
including 
three starters, 
will certain-
ly be missed, 
but this deep 
and talented 

group looks to continue 
its quest for back-to-
back state titles, which 
the Bearette teams of 
legendary Coach Jim 
Smiddy did by winning 
the 1975 and ‘76 state 
championships, when 
they were also undefeat-
ed and the top-ranked 
team in the nation. Re-
uter’s Bearettes had not 
reached the state cham-
pionship game in their 
first four state tourney 
appearances, so he chal-
lenged them with their 
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By JOE CANNON
Assistant Sports Editor

Despite losing half of 
his starting lineup from 
last season’s TSSAA state 
runner-up squad, Bradley 
Central wrestling coach 
Ben Smith feels good 
heading into the new mat 
season.

“We lost a lot of fi re-
power, in (state medal-
ists) DJ (Johnson) and 
Wesley (DeVaney), plus 
a good senior class, with 
several guys that were 
starters,” he related 
recently.

“We’ve got half (seven) 
of our starting lineup 
back, including a couple 
of state medalists (seniors 
Ethan Wilson and Glen 
O’Daniel) and fi ve other 
state qualifi ers.”

Starting its 46th year, 
the winningest public 
school wrestling program 
in Tennessee history is 
looking to add to its 26 
state championship tally. 
The Bears are also hoping 
to increase their number 
of 69 individual state 
titles and 194 medalists.

Having started in 1973, 
the Bradley program also 
has something new this 
season — a pair of female 
wrestlers. Junior Abigail 
Beasley and sophomore 
Brianna Pontes are the 
fi rst two female wrestlers 
from any of the three 
county schools and will 
be going after individual 
state titles in the TSSAA 
Girls Wrestling competi-
tion.

“We’ve had some girls 
come out before but after 
a few days of training 
quit,” explained Coach 
Smith. “We didn’t want to 
do it, if it was just going 
to be a novelty thing, 
but these girls are legit. 
They’re tough.

“These girls are both 
part our (BCHS) JROTC 
program and are serious 
about wanting to com-
pete, so we are going 
to work with them and 
get them a schedule and 
hopefully help them qual-
ify for the state tourna-
ment,” explained Coach 
Smith.

“Girls’ wrestling is big 
in Upper East Tennessee, 
plus the Knoxville and 
Nashville areas, while it 
is slowly working its way 
to other areas. McMinn 
(County) has a few girls 
and Tullahoma has some.

“Abigail was in my 
weight lifting class and 
we got to talking and she 
wanted to try out. Bri-
anna, who has trained 
in jiu-jitsu with her dad 
all of her life, came out 
as well, which gave them 
someone to practice 
against, because they are 
close in weight. They get 
after it in practice and are 
fun to watch.

“Abigail will wrestle in 
the 119/112 classes, while 
Brianna, who is part 
of the (JROTC) Raider 
obstacle course team, will 
be at 112/103 divisions. 
She’s scrappy,” he added.

“Girls’ wrestling is 
growing, and with these 
girls wanting to do it, we 
wanted to be ahead of the 
curve.”

While girls are allowed 
to compete against boys 
in middle school, the 

TSSAA has separate pro-
grams at the high school 
level.

As far as the boys’ 
competition this season, 
Smith says the usual 
suspects will be strong 
again. 

“Science Hill has the 
most state tournament 
points returning, while 
Cleveland, Wilson Central 
and us are right behind 
them,” stated Smith, who 
is a former Bear wres-
tler himself and who is 
entering his ninth season 
at the storied program’s 
helm. He served eight as 
an assistant under Coach 
Steve Logsdon, before 
the legendary matman 
retired. 

“Cleveland lost a little 
more fi repower than we 
did. They have two state 
champions back, but no 
other medalists, and we 
have two medalists, so 
we’re pretty even.

“Even going through 
last year, we were looking 
forward to this year, be-
cause we had such a good 
freshman class last year 
and a big successful class 
coming. We were pretty 
sophomore and junior 
heavy last year, too,” he 
explained.

“This team is going to 
be a little bit diff erent 
in the fact we might not 
have as many seniors in 
the lineup like we usually 
have, which from a coach-
ing perspective is never 
a bad thing, because you 
have younger kids in 
there getting experience.”

Smith and his staff  are 
very confi dent with the 
wrestlers they will put on 
the mats this season.

“I think some of the 
youth we’re going to have 
coming into the lineup 
has a lot of potential. 
We’re going to have some 
freshmen and other fi rst-
time starters as sopho-
mores in the lineup, I’m 
loosely projecting. We 
haven’t had our challenge 
matches yet and won’t 
until the week before we 
open,” related Smith of 
this week’s battles for 
varsity starting spots.

Bradley will begin the 
new campaign by defend-
ing its championship title 
in the Huskie Duals at 
Hewitt-Trussville (Ala.) 
High School the day be-
fore Thanksgiving.

“We open then so 
our guys can enjoy the 
Thanksgiving weekend 
without having to worry 
too much about their 
weight,” he explained. 

Bradley comes into 
the TSSAA mat sea-
son ranked fourth in 
the PinTN.com Pre-
season Poll. The Bears 
are behind top-ranked 
Cleveland, No. 2 Science 
Hill and Wilson Central, 
which is third.

“Last year we were 
ranked fi fth 
in the presea-
son poll and 
ended up sec-
ond (TSSAA 
State Duals 
runner-up). 
This year 
we’re ranked 
fourth, so 
hopefully we can move up 
three places again,” joked 
Smith.

“I feel like our lineup 
this year is a little more 
solid top to bottom, plus 
we have a little more 
depth. I’m excited about 
what we’re going to put 
on the mat this year.   

“Our two state medal-
ists (Wilson and O’Dan-
iel) can stay at 106 and 
113, if we want them to, or 
we’ve got a couple of real-
ly good freshmen coming 
in that will allow us to do 
some bumping up down 
there, if we want,” he 
explained.

Wilson, who went 33-10 
last season, is ranked 
No. 2 (in the preseason 
Pin.TN individual poll) 
at 106 after fi nishing 
fourth there last year. 
O’Daniel, who was 32-14 
last season, is second at 
120, after his sixth-place 
fi nish at 113 at last year’s 
state.

“Ethan is second 
behind the McGavock 
kid (Chris Calvin) that 
he went to a two-point 
match with at the state 
last year. I’m not so sure 
that kid is going to be at 
106. He’s a big kid,” relat-
ed Smith.

“Ethan is not structural-
ly big, but he’s thick. I re-
ally do think Ethan can be 
a state champion this year. 
He’s always been a little 
undersized at 70, 80 and 
90 pounds but this year 
he’s walking around at 115 
pounds. He’s ripped with 
only about 5% body fat.

“The thing I like about 
him this year is he’s tak-
ing some ownership and 
leadership in the (train-
ing/practice) room. He’s 
working harder,” the Bear 
mentor proclaimed. 

“He’s got two really 
good freshmen (Ethan 
Lipsy and Bryson Terrell), 
that are Cadet and School 
Boy national team guys, 
that are pushing him.

“Both of those guys are 
tough. They have very 
bright futures. They love 

the sport and 
have national 
team experi-
ence. There 
are high acco-
lades for this 
whole group 
of freshmen 
coming in,” 
commented 

Smith.
“Depending on who 

we’re facing, if we need 
to, we can plug one or 
both of those guys in and 
bump Ethan and Glen 
(O’Daniel) up.

“Glen is a product of 
good practice habits. He 
goes hard in practice 
and that shows in his 
matches. He know how 
to wrestle. He’s tough. 
He’s come a long way,” the 
coach praised.

“Glen is a much bigger 
113 this year, but I don’t 
think it’s going to be a 
struggle for him to make 
that weight.”

Other returning state 
qualifi ers are seniors 
Gavin Sewell; Gavin 
Hughes, who is listed at 
sixth in the preseason 
poll; and Tyrone McDon-
ald, who is second in the 
182 rankings; plus junior 
Austin Lynn and sopho-
more Austin McClure.

“Sewell stepped in for 
us in 2017-18 when our 
returning heavyweight 
decided not to come out 
for his senior season. He 
was just a little over 220 
(pounds) then. He took a 
beating that year against 
a lot of bigger, experi-
enced guys. He came back 
last year and did a great 
job for us and qualifi ed 
for the state at 220,” 
Smith related.

“He’s tough. He’s one 
of my favorite kids I’ve 
coached here. He joined 
the Army last year with 
the early enrollment, so 
he spent the summer at 
boot camp and will be 
heading out right after he 
graduates in May. He’s a 
stud. He’s resilient.

“Hughes has been to 
two state tournaments 
and we feel like he has 
underachieved there,” 
the Bear coach assessed. 
“He’s had to cut a lot of 
weight in the past and we 
think that kind of hurt 
him there at the end of 
last season. He’s had a 
pretty good preseason 
and the fi rst six, seven 
days we’ve been on the 
mat, he’s been getting af-
ter it. He’s wrestling like 
a senior should,” Smith 
said of his potential 126 
or 132 starter.

“We had Father Ryan 
in here Saturday (Nov. 9) 
and got to see him against 
some of their D-II studs 
and he did well. We are 
relying on him. He’s a 
good kid that wrestles the 
‘Bradley style’ of wres-
tling. He should be a state 
medalist before he gets 
out of here.

“McDonald loves the 
sport and studies it. He’s 
been going down and 
working out with some 
of the Baylor guys on his 
own to get better,” related 
Smith. “I’m really proud 
of his off season work. He 
has next level (collegiate) 
potential. He was a state 
qualifi er at 182 last year, 
but may drop down to 170 
this year. We expect a lot 
of points out of him this 
year.

“Lynn stepped in for 
the region (traditionals) 
last year after our start-
er, Skylar Bradley blew 
out his knee completely. 
He was just over 142 
(pounds) and stepped up 
to 160, placing fourth at 
the region to qualify for 
the state. He won a match 
over there (in Franklin). 
He’ll probably end up 
starting at 145 or 152 for 
us this year.

“He’s a product of our 
Pride Kids Club and Lake 

Forest (Middle School) 
programs. He’s had a 
great off season and went 
to a lot of tournaments. 
He has state medal po-
tential. He’s hard working 
and my kind of ‘Bradley’ 
kid,” proclaimed Smith.

“I’m real excited about 
McClure. He was one 
of just two freshmen in 
the state heavyweight 
division last year. He 
qualifi ed out of a tough 
region with Jayden Lang-
ford (Walker Valley) the 
state runner-up and Titus 
Swaff ord (Cleveland) 
fi nishing fourth, plus the 
Ooltewah kid was really 
tough.

“His youth showed 
some at the state tour-
nament last year, but 
he’s pushed hard in the 
off season, plus he played 
football this fall, which 
I think has helped him. 
He’s a big kid at 6-foot-
4, 290. He’s going to be 
tough. A lot of people may 
sleep on him, but he’s 
athletic and can move,” 
the coach commented.

The veteran “Papa 
Bear,” who will be a real 
“Papa” before the season 
is over, is also expecting 
some good things from 
some other wrestlers 
like senior Cole Cooper 
(126/132) and junior 
Alex Dees (138/145), plus 
freshmen Luke Belcher 
(ranked sixth in the 
126-pound preseason 
poll), Wade Brooks (145), 
Knox Watson (160/170), 
Landon Price (160/170) 
and Brody Morgan (195).

“Our challenge matches 
are going to be so good, 
you could sell admission 
to them. We’ve got a lot of 
kids jockeying for a spot 
in the lineup,” the Bear 
coach projected.

Having been in the 
State Duals fi nals 20 of 21 
tournament appearances, 
with a 67-7 overall record 
there, Bradley hopes to be 
going for a 15th TSSAA 
duals crown again in 
February.     

“We got one of the 
toughest schedules I’ve 
ever put together,” pro-
claimed Smith.

“We’ve got fi ve home 
matches, including 
Cleveland, Baylor and 
Father Ryan. We’re wres-
tling out-of-state tourna-
ments at Hewitt-Truss-
ville (Ala.) and Mountain 
View in Atlanta. We’re 
going to the Tullaho-
ma tournament to face 
some Middle Tennessee 
competition and refer-
ees, plus we’re going back 
to the Father Ryan and 
Johnson City (Science 
Hill) tournaments.

“This schedule may 
not give us an impressive 
record, but it will get us 
ready for our big region 
match with Soddy-Daisy 
on Jan. 28 (which is when 
he and wife Sarah’s fi rst 
baby is due) and the post-
season,” he explained. 

That match will deter-
mine whether the Bears 
or Trojans will have 
to face Cleveland in a 
win-or-go home region 
semifi nal match.
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By BRYAN GRISHAM
Banner Correspondent

The calendar has 
turned to November, Old 
Man Winter is peeping 
around the corner and 
the kids are moving 
indoors to play a little 
roundball. That’s right: 
It’s basketball season at 
Cleveland High School. 

Like most coaches, 
Lady Raider head coach 
Tony Williams is excited, 
and very enthusiastic 
about the upcoming sea-
son. After the rollercoast-
er ride of last season, the 
coaching staff  and the 11 
returning Lady Raiders 
are more than ready to 
turn the page and write a 
new chapter in the book 
of Cleveland basketball. 
One other thing that 
coach Williams is excited 
about as he enters his 
fourth campaign with the 
Cleveland ladies, is the 
fact that this will be his 
fi rst senior class that he 
has had since their fresh-
man year.

“We feel like we’ve 
worked extremely hard 
in preseason practice.” 
Williams explained. “We 
realize what it takes to 
get to where we want to 
be. We’ve got a really 
good group of girls that 
are focused on doing the 
right things, saying the 
right things and being 
great teammates. There 
are not too many selfi sh 
agendas in that locker 
room. We are support-
ed by great parents and 
couple that with a sup-
portive, encouraging, and 
loving administration 
and you’ve got a recipe for 
something good.”

The Lady Raiders 

will have a good mix of 
returning players with 
three seniors and six 
juniors expected to lead 
the way along with a pair 
of sophomore transfer 
students and a big class 
of eight freshmen looking 
toward the future.

Seniors Megan Rouse, 
Bailey Anderson and 
Raven Alvarado will be 
counted on heavily to lead 
the way for Cleveland this 
season. Juniors Mariyah 
Person, Kara Williams 
and Brenna Droke, along 
with a pair of sophomores 
— Alexia Jackson and Ja-
dyn Chestnut — will also 
be in the mix as the Lady 
Raiders embark on their 
2019-20 campaign.

“We’ve got a pretty 
good nucleus of kids that 
have played a lot of varsi-
ty minutes, we will have a 
few freshmen and sopho-
mores who will dress, but 
for the most part we are 
junior and senior heavy,” 
Williams said.

“Considering every-
thing that happened  last 
year with our program, 
and teenagers being 
teenagers, we felt like we 
ended the season well and 
kind of established some 
ground rules and ex-
pectations for them this 
year,” the coach contin-
ued. “We fi nished second 
in the district last year 
and that was a tremen-
dous accomplishment for 
us considering all that we 
had to go through. 

“I do believe that adver-
sity builds character and 
hopefully the adversity 
comes from other sourc-
es and not self-infl icted. 
But, it is what it is, and 
we hope that we can help 
them learn to make better 

decisions and to navigate 
their way through life and 
help them out a little bit 
through basketball,” he 
added. “For me, basket-
ball is a platform to teach 
life. That’s how I view it 
and that’s what I feel like 
my calling is and that’s 

what is important to me.”
The Cleveland ladies 

were picked to fi nish 
third in the district race 
in both the media and 
coaches pre-season polls 
at the annual media day 

By BRYAN GRISHAM
Banner Correspondent

The echo of dozens of 
basketballs being drib-
bled can be heard these 
days inside the cozy 
confi nes of Raider Arena. 
And, expectations are 
sky-high for the Cleve-
land Blue Raider bas-
ketball team as it jumps 
headfi rst into the 2019-
20 roundball campaign.

New head coach and 
Blue Raider alum, Reg-
gie Tucker, after eight 
seasons as an assistant 
coach, has taken the 
reigns from long-time 
coach Jason McCowan, 
and is ready to continue 
raising the already-high 
bar of Cleveland Basket-
ball. 

Topping last year might 
be a tough task as the 
Raiders fi nished with a 
29-5 record and a loss in 
the fi rst round of the TS-
SAA State Tournament to 
eventual state runner-up 
Memphis East, with 
7-foot-1 big man James 
Wiseman. Wiseman just 
happens to play for the 
University of Memphis 
this year and will likely 
be the top pick in next 
year’s NBA draft.

“I’m excited to get the 
season going, but actu-
ally the kids are more 

excited than I am,” said 
Tucker.” I’m locked in 
with practice and what 
we need to work on as a 
team. I’m into my usual 
routine and we’re getting 
ready for our fi rst game.”

The schedule starts 
with a bang this year 
as the Raiders will 
open with their first 
six games on the road, 
including the first two 
games on back-to-back 
nights with defending 

state champions.
“We play Bearden on 

Friday and then turn 
around and go back to 
Knoxville on Saturday 
and play Knox Webb, 
both state champions,” 
Tucker said. “Four of 
our fi rst fi ve games are 
with teams that went to 
the state tournament, 
so our schedule is tough 
to say the least — but 
we wouldn’t have it any 
other way. We believe in 

playing good teams. It 
only makes you better 
down the road.”

Other highlights of the 
schedule besides the usu-
al District 5-AAA battles 
with Bradley, Walker 
Valley, East Hamilton, 
McMinn and the rest, 
will be a trip to Pigeon 
Forge for a Thanksgiv-
ing tournament and 
two tournaments at 
Christmas with a trip 
to Chattanooga, and 

then hosting the Under 
Armour Classic after the 
start of the new year. 

“I think our non-dis-
trict schedule will 
prepare us for our 
district games,” Tucker 
explained. “Bradley will 
be improved. Walker 
Valley has a lot of seniors 
coming back so they will 
be tough. East Hamilton 
has a pair of guards that 
are really good, so the 
district will be challeng-

ing as usual.”
For most teams, losing 

seven seniors would dev-
astate the program, but 
not Cleveland as coach 
Tucker is excited about 
the possibilities for this 
year’s team.

“We are very excited 
about this year’s team. 
Practice has been so 
competitive. A lot of guys 
that didn’t get a whole lot 
of playing time last year 
are in the mix this year 
and it makes practice 
really fun every day,” he 
said. “It is so much fun to 
watch those guys get bet-
ter each and every day.”

Three seniors and 
seven juniors will lead 
the way for the Raiders. 
Seniors JaCobi Wood, 
who signed to play for 
Belmont last week, 
Morrell Schramm, who 
was an all-district  and 
All-Region player for 
East Hamilton the last 
few seasons,  and Anto-
nio Whaley will lead the 
way. 

Junior returning start-
ers Grant Hurst, who 
has an off er from James 
Madison University, and 
Kley McGowan, along 
with classmates Michael 
Dell, Kaleb Bunton, 
James Hall, Keion Reid 
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toughest schedule since he took over 
the reins with last year’s schedule.

He may have topped last year’s 
challenge with one that will be just 
as tough as, or maybe tougher this 
season. Bradley stepped outside of 
Tennessee last year on its way to 
the title, with two of its three loss-
es occurring in those road games, 
probably paving the way that led to 
claiming the state crown.

The Westlake (Ga.) girls beat the 
Bearettes in December and went on 
to win Georgia’s Class 7A state cham-
pionship in a perfect season. 

The Bearettes also ventured out 
west to take part in the Nike Tour-
nament of Champions in Phoenix, 
where they won three out of four 
games in the tourney that was loaded 
with some of the best squads in the 
nation. One of those Bearette wins 
came over the eventual Florida 7A 
champs of Dillard High School.

Their lone loss in the event was to 
Highlands Ranch (25-2), which was 
top-ranked heading into the Colorado 
state Final Four before being up-
set. It’ll be hard to top last season’s 
34-3 record, but the Bearettes will 
tip off the new campaign at Baylor, in 
a girls-only Hall of Fame contest on 
Thursday evening.

Bradley will host its annual 
Thanksgiving tournament, start-
ing on Black Friday (Nov. 29), when 
the opposition will include District 
5-AAA foe East Hamilton along 
with a defending state champion 
from Richmond (Va.) Christian High 
School among the tournament teams.

The Bearettes will open the event 

against Germantown and are on the 
same end of the eight-team bracket 
as Richmond and Booker T. Washing-
ton.

East Hamilton will take on Mae 
Jamison (Ala.) in an opening-round 
contest, while Daniel Boone and 
Campbell (Ga.) will round out the 
field.

The first doubleheader with the 
Bears will be on Dec. 3 when Middle 
Tennessee powerhouse Blackman 
comes to town.

The Bearettes will also have their 
hands full when defending Division 
II-AAA state champ Ensworth (29-2) 
makes their first appearance in Jim 
Smiddy Arena as part of the East/
West Classic on Dec. 7.

After opening district play at home 
against archrival Cleveland (Dec. 
13) and East Hamilton (Dec. 17), a 
pre-Christmas trip to Knoxville is on 
tap.

The Bears and Bearettes will face 
Bearden on Friday, Dec. 20, and then 
take on host Farragut the next day. 
Bearden is the current boys’ AAA 
state champs and the Bears will be 
tested in that game. “Farragut and 
Bearden will be two of the top AAA 
teams in Tennessee this year so it 
will be a challenge on the road facing 
those two,” Reuter also said about 
those girls’ teams. 

During the post-Christmas break, 
the Bradley girls will make a long 
trek south to Naples, Fla., to take 
part in the Max Preps Shootout, fea-
turing some of the best teams in the 
country in an invitation-only tourna-
ment. “They have set up the brackets 

and scheduled the times of the games 
but have not matched up who we’ll 
be playing just yet,” Reuter related. 
“They are waiting until all the teams 
get a few games under our belts and 
try to match us up accordingly. There 
are two eight-team brackets and we’ll 
find out who we play a little later.” 

Ensworth is also playing in the 
same tournament.

Also new to the schedule this year 
will be a home-and-home series with 
Meigs County (Jan. 23 and Feb. 3). 
The Lady Tigers (29-4) made it to the 
sectionals last year and are consid-
ered to be one of the best AA teams 
in the state.

It will also give Coach Reuter a 
chance to once again coach on the 
f loor where he began his coaching 
career. 

“They have all their starters back 
and one girl that was injured and 
missed the season. They lost in the 
sub-state game. They will be a tough 
game for us at their place.”

Look for the Bearettes to be chal-
lenged by East Hamilton, which 
returns all five starters including 
last year’s Class AAA Miss Tennessee 
Basketball winner Madison Hayes, 
in the District 5-AAA race. There 

will be a somewhat new look to the 
Bearettes with only two starters re-
turning from the 2019 state champs 
but the Bearettes return a lot of tall, 
talented and experienced depth.

“We’ll be 10-deep this year,” Coach 
Reuter related. “Last year we were 
nine deep without (Anna) Muhonen, 
but I can run several players in with 
no drop off in quality.” 

His favorite quote of “when the 
cheese is on the cracker” comes into 
play often, meaning when it’s time for 
some serious basketball, there will be 
several Bearettes that can come off 
the bench and be ready for action.

Senior all-stater Anna Walker, 
who recently signed with UT-Chat-
tanooga, stands 6-foot and will be 
looked to for senior leadership with 
her scoring and board work. Walker 
is the leading returning scorer at 14 
points game on a team that returns 
almost 72% of last year’s offense.

Junior Jamaryn Blair at the point 
guard position will be charged with 
getting the ball down the f loor and 
finding the open spots as she helps 
lead the team, as well as maintaining 
or improving on her 11.5 points per 

By GARY OWNBEY
Banner Correspondent

Faced with a famil-
iar situation to start 
the hardwood season, 
Bradley Central’s Chuck 
Clark continues to chase 
that elusive fi rst state 
tournament trip to Mur-
freesboro entering season 
number seven as head 
coach, after 17 seasons as 
an assistant to legendary 
coach Kent Smith.

As in years past, it 
might take a while for 
the Bears to reach their 
potential with fi ve of the 
basketball Bears having 
their football seasons ex-
tended into the November 
TSSAA playoff s.

Getting them back a 
week after basketball 
practice began, and 
two of them coming off  
injuries, it will take a 
little while for the team 
to be able to reach its full 
potential.

The Bears will open 
the new campaign in a 
pre-Thanksgiving tourney 
Nov. 24-25 at North Mur-
ray (Ga.) High School, 
taking on Northwest 
Whitfi eld and the host 
Mountaineers, respec-
tively, before welcom-
ing traditional Middle 
Tennessee powerhouse 
Blackman for their home 
opener on Dec. 3.

Coach Clark is also re-
turning a lot of talent and 
size from last year’s team, 
whose season ended in a 
Region 3-AAA fi rst-round 
loss at White County. 

The Bears lost only two 
players to graduation last 
year and will return more 
than 87% of their off ense 
from an 18-11 team.

They are deeper and 
more experienced than 
in years past and Coach 
Clark will have to fi nd his 
best combination for a 

starting fi ve.
“We’ve got a lot of 

shooters who can fi ll up 
the basket. We could pos-
sibly be looking at playing 
some fi ve-in, fi ve-out 
basketball due to our size 
and depth,” he mentioned 
in a recent interview. Se-
nior Dakota Davis will 
captain the Bears this 
year and Clark is looking 
to the big (6-foot-4) post 
for leadership.

“He has all the charac-
teristics of a captain in 
the way he handles him-
self, not only on the fl oor 
but also in the classroom 
and away from school. 
He is also a leader in the 
weight room and can set 
a physical standard that 
we need.”

Look for one of the 
state’s top-rated football 
recruit, 6-foot-5 junior 
post Tray Curry, to have a 
break out season and im-
prove on his 13.6 points 
per game average.  Soph-
omore Quante Berry 
started from day one last 
year as a freshman point 

guard and promptly led 
the Bears in scoring with 
14.2 ppg. The 6-foot-4 
Berry is also getting 
attention from the college 
coaching ranks, including 
an off er from the Univer-
sity of Florida, and will be 
looked to by Coach Clark 
to help lead the 
team.

Besides 
Davis, there 
are only two 
other seniors 
are on this 
year’s team and 
both of them 
are multi-sport 
athletes. 

Like Curry, Ashton 
Boyd and Saylor Clark 
were wide receivers 
for Bear football coach 
Damon Floyd, and Coach 
Clark eagerly awaits their 
transition from cleats to 
basketball sneakers when 
the season opens. Junior 
Mason Rothwell will 
bring his 6-foot-5 frame, 
and nearly nine points 
per game average, as one 
of the Bear starters who 

does not play football 
along with Berry. Roth-
well can be an off ensive 
threat and will be count-
ed on as the team is 
shaped into mid-season 
form.

Juniors Tucker Greene 
and Isaac Smith both 

measure at 
6-foot-1 at the 
wing position 
and will be 
leaned on for 
more scoring 
production 
this season, 
along with an-
other footbal-
ler, 6-foot-3 

sophomore Aiden Mc-
Clary.

Junior Javon Burke 
(6-foot-1) will be playing 
in his fi rst season for the 
basketball Bears after 
playing cornerback for 
the football team.

Sophomore Karter 
Howard will have a shot 
at more playing time with 
his 6-foot-4 height and 
size in the post, while 
Cole Haney who stands 

6-foot-3 can also be a 
presence in the middle. 
Sophomore Brandon 
Shumbera will round out 
the varsity squad as the 
season unfolds.

Along with the Turkey 
Shootout and Black-
man, Meigs County and 
Marion County are also 
on the slate this season. 
The latter two are new to 
the Bear schedule, while 
Blackman has ended 
the Bears’ deepest run 
under Coach Clark with 
sub-state wins over the 
Bears twice in his fi rst six 
seasons.

The Bears will also 
face last year’s DII-AAA 
state-semifi nalists when 
Ensworth (20-11) makes 
its fi rst appearance in the 
East/West Classic that 
the Bears and Bearettes 
will host on Dec. 7.

“My starting fi ve is up 
in the air at this time but 
I’ve got some guys with 
great basketball IQs. 
I’m planning on having 
a lot of playing time for 
eight or nine, or more of 

them. “All I know is we 
have one of the toughest 
schedules that I’ve faced 
since I’ve been here,” 
Clark said. “Our schedule 
is tough but you can’t get 
any better by playing a 
bunch of weak teams.

“We’ve got our work 
cut out for us but we’ve 
got speed and depth 
with ‘bigs’ and we can go 
any number of ways on 
off ense or defense.

“I look for our district 
to be another dog fi ght 
because there are several 
teams that have a shot 
at the district champi-
onship,” assessed Clark, 
whose Bears are presea-
son No. 2 picks behind 
2018 TSSAA State Tour-
nament participant Cleve-
land High, by the district 
coaches and media.

With former assistant 
coach Patrick Spangler 
having been appointed as 
the new Bradley Central 
principal, Drew German 
steps up as Coach Clark’s 
varsity assistant and 
coach of the JV team, 
while Colby Dills joins 
the basketball program 
to oversee the freshman 
squad.

“We’ll miss Patrick, but 
it’s good to have Drew 
move up and Colby will 
be a good addition to have 
on my staff . Colby is our 
social media guy and he 
really identifi es with the 
young players since he is 
also young himself,” Clark 
stated.

Since basketball prac-
tice began on Nov. 4, the 
sweet sound of sneak-
ers on hardwood has 
been fi lling the air and 
it appears that another 
exciting year is in store 
at Jim Smiddy Arena as 
the Bearettes and Bears, 
along with the coaching 
staff s, are eager to get 
started.
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By RICHARD ROBERTS
Sports Editor

The 2019-20 basketball 
season is going to be a 
bittersweet one for Walk-
er Valley head coach Will 
Campbell. The upcoming 
campaign will mark the 
fi nal one for his son, Will, 
who is a senior for the 
Mustangs.

Still, the elder Camp-
bell is ready to get things 
started even though there 
may be some emotional 
times along the way.

“I’m excited about this 
year. It’s going to be sort 
of a bittersweet year for 
me a little bit in that we 
have eight seniors, one of 
which is my oldest son. It’s 
been cool to see him play 
four us through the years,” 
said Campbell, who is in 
his 10th year at Walker 
Valley and second as head 
coach. “I’ve been here 
his whole four years. He 
is going to be one of our 
leaders. He has gotten a 
little bigger and is able to 
do some things he wasn’t 
able to do last year. Hope-
fully, he will have a real 
good year. It’s going to be 
fun to watch him play, but 
it kind of hits home for me 
this more year that this is 
his last year.”

The Mustangs will head 
into the season with a 
group of eight seniors, 
that includes two return-
ing starters in Campbell 
and Noah Duprey. The 
duo were the leading 
scorers for the Mustangs 
in 2018-19.

At point will be senior 
Braden Davis, while fel-
low senior Sam Belau will 
hold down a wing slot. 

“They played quite a bit 
last year,” noted Camp-
bell.

Reid Berger and Jake 
Smith, who played spot 
minutes at the post po-
sition for the Mustangs 
last season, will get much 
more time this season, 
according to Campbell. 

The Mustangs have 
added two new seniors to 
the roster for the up-
coming campaign in Jay 
Tyson and Shimier Davis.

“We have that much 
senior leadership and 
although only two were 
starters last year, six 
have been in our program 
since they were fresh-
men. They know what we 
expect and how we play 

around here. They know 
what it’s like to be in big 
games and big moments. 
Hopefully, they will be 
able to step up,” said 
Campbell. “There are a 
lot of questions still, but 
we have a good group of 
seniors to help us.”

“We’re deeper than we 
have been in a while with 
all those seniors. Most of 
them will play a lot.”

Campbell pointed out 
junior guard Hayden 
Moore will also see min-
utes for the Mustangs, 
as will sophomore Seth 
Sausville. 

“Hayden can shoot 
the ball really well and 
Seth saw some time on 
the fl oor last year. He 
is a workhorse. He is in 
the gym all the time on 
his own, working on his 
game. He will identify 
places he needs to get 
better and spend hours 
working on them. I’m ex-
pecting big things out of 
him. He’s hovering right 
around being a starter 
or coming in as the sixth 
man. He’s right in that 
mix of guys,” explained 
Campbell.

“We have nine guys 
that could legitimately 
get a lot of playing time 
depending on the night 
and if someone is off  or 
out of it.”

Campbell and the Mus-
tangs came out of the gate 
full speed last season and 
although they would like 
to do the same this time 
around, Campbell has 

more or less tempered his 
expectations for the early 
run.

“I’m excited about it. I 
don’t expect us to start 
out like we did last year 
— I thought that was kind 
of a unique start to the 
season. You don’t usually 
start out 12-1. It was a lot 
of fun and I’d love to do 
its again and hopefully 
we can. But, 
I just want us 
to come out 
and compete,” 
said the head 
Mustang. 
“We’re doing 
what we need 
to do right 
now. They 
guys are 
working hard and getting 
after it. They know how to 
win and they know what 
it feels like to lose some 
you shouldn’t lose.”

When the starters need 
to sit a while, Campbell 
has confi dence his bench 
will keep the pace and 
not give ground to the 
opposition.

“Parker Davis is a 
junior who has played a 
lot for us. He can play at 
point or the two-spot,” 
said Campbell. “Chandler 
Case (6-3 sophomore) 
is real versatile. He’s 
been more like a guard 
than a post. He’s very 
smart. He’s might be the 
smartest kid we have in 
the program both in the 
classroom and on the 
court. He’s a great kid 
and works hard. He is 

battling some injuries 
right now so we don’t 
really know when he will 
get healthy.”

Sophomore Cole Har-
bison will also be expect-
ed to contribute for the 
Mustangs.

“He played some point 
guard for us this summer 
and did a good job for 
us. He has been working 

hard,” the 
coach stated. 
“We’ve got a 
pretty good 
crew.”

The Mus-
tangs are 
sophomore 
loaded with 
13 on the ros-
ter. Campbell 

plans to dress four or fi ve 
on game night including 
Taylor Cannon, who will 
see time.

“He’s scrappy. He is 
always diving every-
where. He’s the littlest 
guy on the court, but he 
will guard any position 
one through fi ve. He 
wreaks havoc,” Campbell 
praised.

“All the young guys are 
working hard. The junior 
varsity will consist of a 
lot of those younger guys. 
They are in the gym ev-
ery day working. The are 
all great kids. They like 
each other and get along 
great. It’s a fun group to 
be around and it makes 
coming to practice a lot 
more enjoyable.”

With football season 
offi  cially in the books, 
the Mustangs will have 
the added talents of 
Spencer Jackson, Harbi-
son, Duprey and Davis. 
Campbell expects it 
will take some time for 
the group to complete-
ly make the switch to 
basketball and is looking 
at January for the group 
to really being ready to 
contribute.

Campbell feels last 
year’s outstanding run at 
the beginning of the sea-
son may be hard to rep-
licate this time around, 
but said he expects the 
Mustangs to have the 
same fi re and aggressive 
attitude, particularly af-
ter the Christmas break.

The key will be re-
maining focused and 

job-oriented, something 
that is expected from a 
veteran group that has 
been around. Campbell is 
counting on the maturity 
of the older Mustangs to 
rub off  on the younger 
members of the team 
through leadership and 
action.

“I don’t expect us to 
necessarily start on fi re 
like we did last year. I 
do expect us to go out 
and compete at a high 
level early on. We have 
so many older guys who 
have played a long time. 
There shouldn’t be much 
a a learning curve for 
them as far as varsity 
basketball,” he said. “I ex-
pect them to be ready to 
compete and go out and 
compete. Whether or not 
we win or lose games I 
have no idea, but I expect 
them to be radio to go.

“As the season goes I 
want to maintain that 
level. I want to see con-
sistency and that same 
level of energy, compet-

itiveness, readiness and 
preparation every day. 
It’s a long season. You 
get in the second week of 
January with that long 
stretch and it can be a 
little bit of a grind. But, I 
expect us to be ready to 
play every game.”

Walker Valley fans can 
expect to see a fast style 
of basketball from the 
Mustangs again this sea-
son with shots coming in 
from all over the fl oor. 

“We are going to play 
pretty fast. We have a 
lot of shooters. I feel we 
have more shooters this 
year. We’re going to shoot 
it a lot and hope it goes 
in. If it doesn’t, it will 
be a long night,” stated 
Campbell.

“We’re going to try and 
mix it up defensively and 
try to cause chaos on the 
defensive end creating 
turnovers. We usually 
have four guys on the 
court at all times who 
can handle the ball on 
the open fl oor. I don’t 
care who has it in their 
hand, I trust all of them 
to throw it up the fl oor to 
whoever is running and 
make a play.”

Campbell feels the 
Mustangs are fortunate 
enough with this group of 
players they can go pretty 
big on the court size-wise. 
There are 10 Mustangs 
measuring more than 
6-feet tall with fi ve of 
those 6-3 or taller.

“Shimier is 6-6 and 
Jake Smith is 6-5. We 
can go slow if we need 
to with three guards 
around them that can 
shoot it and play an 
inside game if there are 
teams that we need to do 
that against,” Campbell 
acknowledged. “We can 
always mix that pace up 
sometimes too. Primarily 
I feel we play better when 
we play fast. That’s what 
we’re going to try to do.”
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meetings.
As usual, the District 

5-AAA race will be a 
knock-down, drag-out af-
fair. Cleveland will open 
the season with a trip to 
Bearden for a road Hall of 
Fame game in Knoxville 
on Nov. 21, and then re-
turn home to the friendly 
confi nes of Raider Arena 
for a home Hall of Fame 
game on Saturday, Nov. 
23. 

Besides the usual 
District battles, some 
of the highlights of the 
grueling schedule include 
a pre-Christmas tourna-

ment in Middle Tennes-
see and then hosting their 
annual Under Armor 
Classic after the start 
of the new year. Home 
games with Maryville, 
Cookeville and perennial 
state powerhouse, Oak 
Ridge, round out the 
schedule.

“The district will be 
tough as usual. You have 
the state champions 
(Bradley Central) three 
minutes away, East Ham-
ilton has one of the best 
players in the state and 
the nation. So automati-
cally those two teams are 

the odds-on favorites to 
compete for the district 
title.” Williams related. 

“We have done ev-
erything we can to put 
ourselves in the conver-
sation with those two 
teams. Walker Valley will 
be competitive, McMinn 
County is always tough 
— they always have a lot 
of great athletes up there 
— and Ooltewah and 
Soddy-Daisy are tough 
places to play as well. 
So, it will be a challenge 
every night.”

The Lady Raiders are 
more than ready to get 

things rolling for the 
2019-2020 season and 
put last year in the rear 
view mirror and with 
a little luck, just might 
surprise a few people.

By RICHARD ROBERTS
Sports Editor

A new era is dawning 
for the Walker Valley 
girls’ basketball pro-
gram as a new head 
coach prepares to lead 
the Lady Mustangs, as 
they endeavor to restore 
a winning attitude and 
confi dence.

First-year head coach 
Drew Lyness was chosen 
to take over the program 
after the departure of 
Paul Cretton. Lyness, 
formerly of Soddy-Daisy 
High School, is eager to 
get the season started af-
ter spending the summer 
and fall getting to know 
his team.  

“We’re really excited 
that basketball is fi nally 
here. The girls worked 
really hard this summer 
and fall. They were eager 
to get things going. The 
next three weeks are 
going to be fun” They are 
going to be tough, but 
benefi cial for us as we get 
things going,” the new 
Herd wrangler remarked. 

The Lady Mustangs 
will list 20 girls on the 
roster that includes two 
seniors, seven juniors 
and six sophomores, two 
of which will play varsity.

Walker Valley returns 
two senior starters in 
guards Laney Harris 
and Tasia Roberts, who 
Lyness will be look-
ing toward to provide 
leadership on and off the 
court.

“She plays all three 
guard spots,” Lyness 
said of Harris. “She can 
shoot really well, is really 
fast and plays defense 
great. Tasia played a lot 
of minutes last year and 
has really stepped into a 
leadership role. Tasia and 
Laney have both been 
great leaders by example. 
The girls look up to them. 
They are vocal, which is 
really good and we are 
going to count a lot on 
them.”

Although practice for 
the season is only now 
beginning to roll for-
ward, Lyness already had 
a starting fi ve in mind 
and is working on a sub-
stitution rotation.

“The good thing is 
there are maybe eight 
girls in the (starting) 
mix,” he said. “Madison 
Jaynes did not play much 
last year, but has really 
stepped up this summer 
and fall. She will be one 
of the post players who 
will see signifi cant min-
utes. Emma Bentley also 
played a lot of minutes 
last year. She’s kind of 

eased into the two-guard 
spot. She handles the 
ball really well.”

Sophomore Casey 
Davis, another return-
ing starter, will also be 
on the fl oor when the 
Lady Mustangs open the 
season tonight at home 
against Rhea County, in 
a Hall of Fame game.

“She’s a point guard 
and can do it all there. 
She’s back and with that 
experience she’s really 
strong,” he praised. “Mi-
chelle Benson and Ma-
rissa Patel are extremely 
hard workers and can 
shoot the ball well. They 
both defend well and 
they will be in that mix. 
Abbie Caldwell and Jia 
Weathersby are our two 
post players.”

With the exact start-
ing rotation still under 
consideration, Lyness is 
pleased with the depth 
he sees from the group of 
eight.

“With those eight girls 
it’s still kind of up in the 
air as to who will start 
for us, but those eight 
know they are going to 
play a lot. There is a lot 
of minutes that are going 
to be thrown out there 
between them,” he said.

The new Lady Mustang 
wrangler plans to dress 
12 Fillies out on game 
nights. Freshmen guards 
Brilee Harris — sister of 
Laney — and Brie Lonas 
will join the veterans on 
the bench. 

“Our bench is deep. 
If we can stay healthy it 
will be a lot of fun. We 
will have two freshmen 
that will dress; it will be 
a good experience for 
them. They will provide 
some minutes for us 
here and there,” Lyness 
said. “Our depth is good 

as long as we can stay 
healthy. The numbers 
part of it is really good. 
We’ve got another couple 
of girls who may be 
thrown in the mix a little 
later on, but they’ve got 
some growing to do in 
the next month or so.”

Lyness is looking for 
the Lady Mustangs to 
return to being a team 
that competes for four 
quarters and likens his 
approach to the way 
fi rst-year football coach 
Drew Akins has given 
the Mustangs a new way 
of thinking. Lyness said 
Akins has 
brought 
excitement 
back to 
football and 
he wants 
do to the 
same for 
the basket-
ball Lady 
Mustangs.

“I want 
us to compete from the 
beginning of the game to 
the end. There were some 
games last year where 
they were kind out a little 
bit early. We’ve got to 
fi nish the quarter. We’ve 
got to fi nish the half and 
we’ve got to fi nish the 
game,” said the coach.

“Their focus at practice 
has been amazing. They 
want to compete. They 
want to do well. They 
want to succeed. We’ve 
tried to do a great job of 
bringing that mindset of 
success. Walker Valley 
girls’ basketball has 
always been successful, 
but the last couple years 
we’ve kind of taken a step 
back a little bit. We want 
to return to the winning 
mindset.”

Lyness and the Lady 
Herd will have their 

hands full getting back 
to winning ways with a 
front-loaded schedule 
of quality opponents 
that includes Baylor, 
Ooltewah, White County 
and McMinn County.

“The beginning of 
our schedule is tough, 
beginning with the Hall 
of Fame games (Rhea 
County and William 
Blount). It’s a tough 
stretch. The fi rst six 
games in November are 
going to be tough, but 
after those six games the 
season is not over. If we 
go 6-0 in those games, 

it doesn’t 
mean 
December, 
Janu-
ary and 
February 
are going 
to be the 
same. If 
we go 0-6 
in those 
games 

it’s the same thing,” he 
explained.

“We’ve got to approach 
it every day as a new day. 
It doesn’t matter if we 
win or lose those games, 
we’ve got to progress and 
get better. By the time we 
begin district play in De-
cember I feel confi dent 
we’ll be able to do some 
good things headed into 
Christmas break and the 
fi rst of the year.”

When Lyness fi rst met 
with his new team after 
taking over, one of the 
inquiries he made was 
to fi nd out team goals. 
He was impressed with 
how the Lady Mustangs 
answered and feels the 
goals are realistic.

“Every girl on our 
team wants to play in 
the region tournament. 
That may be a small 

goal, but they were not 
happy last year they did 
not make and play in the 
region. They all want to 
experience that,” Lyness 
related. “They’ve been 
very realistic in wanting 
to improve their record 
and grow closer as a 
team. We’ve done a lot of 
team building over the 
last couple of months 
that I feel is going to pay 
off  for us in the long run. 
Whatever our record is 
at the end of the year, 
I want these girls to 
remember how close they 
were, how tight-knit of a 
group they were and how 
they played together.

“Hopefully, at the end 
of the year when we’re 
hosting the (District 
5-AAA) tournament we 
get to play a few games 
in it.”

Lyness said the team 
chemistry is solid within 
the group with much 
camaraderie amongst the 
Lady Mustangs.

“Getting to know them 
over the last six months 
has been fun. We laugh 
a lot. We’ve done a lot as 
a group. It’s good to see 
them grow closer togeth-
er and be a family.”

Lady Mustangs fans 
can expect a diff erent 
style of play from the 
Lady Herd this season 
with an uptempo game. 
Lyness said his team will 
keep a positive attitude 
and negativity will be at 
a minimum.

“We’re going to push 
the tempo and we’re 
going to shoot a lot. I 
feel like we can score. 
Defensively, we are going 
to change things up,” he 
said. “I think when a fan 
or a parent or a commu-
nity member comes to 
a game they are going 

to see we are playing 
together and the girls on 
the bench are supporting 
the girls on the court. 
They are going to see a 
positive attitude out of 
our girls. They are not 
going to whine, they are 
not going to complain. I 
think people are going to 
like what they see on the 
court.”

With the depth Lyness 
currently enjoys he will 
have the option for sev-
eral types of substitution 
when a Lady Mustang 
needs a break. He plans 
to do some set substitu-
tions early on and will 
turn to more situational 
changes as the season 
moves forward.

“If our fi rst fi ve can 
stay out of foul trouble 
and don’t need a breather 
we are going to roll with 
them,” Lyness said. “But, 
the good thing is, when 
we sub out there is not a 
drop off . We’ve got some 
shooters that can come 
off  the bench and fi ll the 
roles very similar (to who 
is in). “

Lyness said the transi-
tion to his new situation 
has been nothing put 
pleasant as he has gotten 
to know the Lady Mus-
tangs and integrated into 
his new environment. He 
now hopes the new atti-
tude, coaching style and 
support from the team and 
school will translate into 
an upward trend for Lady 
Mustangs basketball.

“It’s been great. We 
have asked a lot of the 
girls, but they jumped 
in with both feet. They 
are excited about being 
here and excited about 
the new approach we’re 
bringing. That was really 
good to see. There was 
not a lot of push-back. 
The girls really want-
ed see things change. I 
was glad they took it in 
stride,” said Lyness.

“I’ve loved these last 
six months. It’s awesome 
to see a community so in 
love with its sports. It’s 
great to be here and get 
things started. It’s been 
a lot of fun. The transi-
tion has been easy. Our 
administration here has 
been amazing and our 
students here are abso-
lutely amazing. Not only 
did the basketball team 
welcome me with open 
arms, but the students 
have also. It’s been a 
very smooth, easy and 
refreshing transition. I 
am so happy to be here. 
Walker Valley is a special 
place with special peo-
ple.” 
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and Ethan Smith will all 
see plenty of time on the 
court. Rodney Brodnax 
and Jasen Brooks are a 
pair of freshmen who are 
pressing for playing time 
as well.

“I told the coaches that 
we weren’t going to say 
anything for fi ve min-
utes in practice the other 
day,” said Tucker. “And 
those guys took control 
and just kept going and 
didn’t miss a beat. I 
mean it was amazing. 
They are an extension of 
me out there. They are 
bringing the young guys 
along and helping them, 
especially our freshmen. 
We have a really good 
freshman class coming 
and they are helping 
them fi gure things out 
every day in practice.”

“When we went 
through all that adversity 

at midseason last year 
and had several players 
suspended for a while, 
Jacobi and Grant and 
Klay just 
kind of led 
us and they 
said, ‘OK, 
this hap-
pened, but 
we’ve still 
got a season 
to play,” and 
they took 
our team to a 
whole other 
level and we 
went on a 20-game win 
streak and fi nished in 
the state tournament,” 
the coach continued.

Coach Tucker hasn’t 
set a lot of goals in the 
early going as he wants 
his team to think about 
one day at a time and not 
worry too much beyond 
that.

“Really the only goal 
that I have at this stage 
is just to practice hard 
and get better every day,” 

Tucker said. 
“Consisten-
cy is a goal, 
but we need 
to get our 
feet wet and 
worry about 
bigger goals 
down the 
road. Last 
year we had 
a lot of goals, 
like getting 

to the state, but we’ve 
got a lot of new guys this 
year, so right now there 
is no need to talk about 
that.

“Our word this year 
is accountability,” the 
coach stated. “We use 
that word every day. We 
want to hold our team-
mates accountable. We 

want them to be account-
able on the court, off  the 
court, in the classroom 
and in the community 
and so far they have real-
ly took that to heart.”

Whether the Raiders 
repeat their lofty heights 
of a year ago with anoth-
er trip to Murfreesboro 
is yet to be determined. 
But, if enthusiasm mixed 
in with a good amount 
of talent makes a diff er-
ence, the Raiders just 
might still be playing in 
mid-March.

By RICHARD ROBERTS
Sports Editor

On the surface, the 
Walker Valley Mustangs 
wrestling team may 
look a bit younger than 
normal with only three 
seniors on the 2019-20 
roster. And that number 
could very well decrease 
by one even before the 
season begins.

But head coach Al 
Morris is optimistic 
the younger Mustangs 
will pick up the slack 
and find success as the 
season progresses.

“By class we’re a pret-
ty young squad. We’ve 
got a very small senior 
class, very small. But, 
we’ve got fairly large 
junior, sophomore and 
freshman classes.”

The good news is the 
two seniors who will 
start for the Mustangs 
are state qualifiers from 
last year. Michael Tea-
sley and Alex McCord 
will be team leaders for 
the Mustangs. Fellow 
senior Payton Stevens 
hopes to join his team-
mates at some point 
during the season.

Teasley will take to 
the mat at 152 or 160 
pounds while McCord 
will be wrestling at 120. 
Should he make a re-
turn to the mat, Stevens 
will wrestle at either 
145 or 152.

The Mustangs return 
a state finalist from last 
season in junior heavy-
weight Jaden Langford. 

“He’s got the best 
credentials of anyone 
returning,” said Morris.

Walker Valley also has 
five state qualifiers back 
on the squad this time 
around.

Junior Heath Tanksley 
will back after an injury 
in his sophomore season 
to join Teasley, McCord, 
Kalum Lowe and Lang-
ford.

“We’ve got a few other 
starters returning, but 
they are on the young 
side. I’m hoping they 
will step up and prove 
themselves,” Morris 
said.

The Mustangs will 
determine the starting 
lineup with challenge 
matches to be held 
this week and open 

the season Nov. 25, at 
Chattanooga Christian 
School. The Mustangs 
will follow that with the 
annual quad meet at 
Cleveland High School 
on Nov. 27.

Along with his return-
ing qualifiers, Morris 
will be on the lookout 
for a young Mustang 
coming through with 
a season that is better 
than expected.

“I’d like to think we 
are going to have some 
wrestlers have a break-
out year,”’ said the 
Mustangs coach. “We 
are kind of loaded in the 
middle weights so some-
body who is pretty good 
may not be in the lineup 
just yet.”

Walker Valley will 
have the luxury of some 
depth at the middle 
weights but will have 
fewer numbers to fall 
back on in the lower 
and upper weights. 
The Mustangs do have 
good news about upper 
weight wrestlers, ac-
cording to Morris.

“Depth in our mid-
dle weights we will 
have. We are going to 
have low numbers in 
our lower weights and 
right now we will be 
fairly low in the upper 
weights,” he said. “How-
ever, we are going to get 
some football players 
who are coming out.”

Wrestling veterans 
Tanksley, Lowe and 
Langford head the 
group of football Mus-

tangs that will be wres-
tling this winter. Morris 
expects others to join 
the group.

“It would be nice to 
have some bigger guys 
that can go with Jaden 
because the lighter 
guys don’t like having 
to mix it up with him 
every day, going against 
a bigger 
guy like 
Jaden,” 
Morris 
quipped. 
“We’re 
hoping 
we will 
get some 
to come 
in, give 
the sport 
a try and realize how 
much it will benefit 
them not just in foot-
ball, but overall.”

Morris expects the 
returning starters from 
football to be ready and 
in wrestling shape after 
Christmas break.

“They will have to 
get after it,” he said. 
“It will take them some 
time to adjust from 
football conditioning to 
wrestling conditioning. 
Some may react a little 
quicker than others and 
some may take a little 
longer to go. But, we 
will work with them and 
figure it out. We’ll bring 
them along.”

The Mustangs coach 
explained it will take 
some time to make the 
transition from football 
to wrestling, but he is 

confident the process 
will go smoothly.

“The football players 
are in great condi-
tion for football, but 
wrestling demands a 
different type of condi-
tioning. It’s just going 
to take some work. The 
three starters that are 
returning, I don’t have 

any doubt 
they will 
get right to 
work. They 
know what 
it takes,” 
Morris said. 
“If we get 
some new 
guys, they 
may wonder 
what they 

got themselves into. 
But, they will eventually 
adapt as well.”

Morris will be look-
ing for improvement up 
and down the lineup 
and is expecting his 
state qualifiers to take 
it a step further. He 
is also looking for the 
Mustangs who did not 
qualify to make a run at 
the tournament.

“The reality is we 
think those guys can 
take a step forward. Of 
course, with Langford 
the only step he can 
take is being the state 
champion,” Morris said 
of his 2019 state sec-
ond-place finisher. “He 
will have a tough time, 
but I think he is capa-
ble.”

The Mustangs will 
be looking for all the 

success they can find 
this season at their 
respective wights as the 
weight classes could 
possible change in the 
future. The restructure 
would knock the current 
setup from 14 classes 
to 12.

“It won’t happen this 
year, but they are dis-
cussing dropping from 
14 weight classes to 
12. What those weight 
classes will be, will be 
the next topic of dis-
cussion,” the Mustangs 
coach explained. “It 
looks like that is the big 
push (to reduce weight 
classes). Numbers have 
been down across the 
country. There are too 
many forfeits in dual 
meets. They are looking 
at taking care of that by 
lowering the number of 
weight classes.”

Studies have been 
done based on num-
bers from the previous 
year’s weigh-ins. The 
goal is to spread the 
weights out where there 
are fewer numbers in 

middle weights since 
that is where the jams 
occur most frequently. 
There must first be a 
change in the number of 
weight classes  and how 
it is divided up will be 
handled by the National 
Federation.

“There are some pro-
grams where it probably 
won’t mean as much 
since they have big num-
bers and a lot of depth 
and quality wrestlers,” 
said Morris. “But, if you 
look at the box scores 
of wrestling there are a 
large numbers of forfeits 
and that is a negative 
toward the sport. Some-
times you can’t help it, 
but the fewer weight 
classes you have to fill 
makes it easier on the 
smaller programs. We’ve 
always been pretty much 
able to fill the team. 
Even when we didn’t 
have a guy at a certain 
weight we had some-
body we could bump up 
or something like that. 
Most of the teams in the 
area are like that, but 
not all.”

Morris expects the 
National Federation to 
take a look at the situa-
tion after this season.

Morris said although 
he can’t predict the final 
outcome of the season, 
Mustangs wrestling fans 
can expect a quality 
product on the mat and 
expect to see more state 
qualifiers and placers.

“They are going to 
see people getting after 
it. We’re going to be 
fairly young, but we’re 
going to preach get 
out there and get after 
your opponent. Don’t 
stand around waiting 
on something to happen 
because usually that’s 
not a good thing.”
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around. There was no 
animosity anywhere, 
and they encour-
aged each other non-
stop.” “Many people 
couldn’t believe that 
Cleveland beat Baylor 
(for the title),” remarked 
Miller. “They figured we 
had to have beaten their 
B-team. When we beat 
everyone in the state in 
1980, we really opened 
some eyes.”

The Raiders were led 
by Mike Bowerman and 
John Lennon, who also 
won individual state 
titles in the 98- and 
119-pound divisions 
that year.

While neither Schriv-
er nor Miller recall the 
exact score of the 1980 
State Championship 
(CHS won by fewer than 
10 points), both coaches 
remember that group of 
young men fondly. They 
insisted that though the 
team consisted of some 
incredibly gifted wres-
tlers, the team culture 
was what made the 
season memorable. That 
culture was never more 
obvious than during 
the State Championship 
match when Miller was 
led into a hallway where 
Mark Juhne was sup-
posed to be warming 
up. When Miller walked 
into the hall, Juhne was 
sitting down, his knee 
unnaturally twisted to 
the side of his leg. “I 
almost threw up when 
I saw it,” Miller said. “I 
planned to have Mark 
forfeit the match, but 
he wasn’t having it.” In-
stead, Juhne asked a 
trainer to shove his knee 
back into place and tape 
it there for his match. He 
knew his team needed 
every point for victory, 
and he wasn’t going to 
let the others down. 
Though he didn’t win his 
personal championship 
match, the points he 
earned were instrumen-
tal in Cleveland winning 
its first team champion-
ship. Built off that atti-
tude from 40 years ago, 
the Raiders have made 
it to 15 TSSAA State 
Duals tournaments, 
making the title match a 
dozen times. Cleveland 
has claimed eight Duals 
crowns — 1992, 1993, 
1994, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
2018, and 2019. The 
Raiders are 48-7 in State 
Dual action. They were 
runners up in 2009, 

2010, 2012 and 2017. 
Also, a total of 37 

Raiders have won in-
dividual state crowns, 
including a program 
record four individual 
state champion team-
mates last year: Trae 
McDaniel (106), Jackson 
Bradford (113), Grant 
Lundy (145) and Austin 
Sweeney (152). 

Cleveland has won the 
State Traditional title 
eight times (1980, 1994, 
2011, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
2018, 2019) as well, plus 
has been the state run-
ner-up on four (2008, 
2010, 2012, 2017) other 
occasions.

Current UT-Chatta-
nooga standout Chris 
DeBien in the lone Raid-
er four-time (2012-15) 
champion.

John Lennon (1980 & 
‘81), Carlos Thompson 
(1993 & ‘95), Nathan 
Jones (2001 & ‘03), 
Danny Coleman (2003 
& ‘05), Marvin Lopez 
(2010 & ‘11) and Swee-
ney (2018 & ‘19) were all 
two-time state individu-
al champs.

Howard (1976), Len-
non (1981), Howard 
Langford (1986), Cole-
man (2005) and DeBien 
(2014) were all named 
the Best Wrestler at 
their respective state 
tournaments.

Celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of that 
first state team cham-
pionship, Miller and 
Schriver still share their 
wisdom with Knox’s 

squad as they head into 
the new mat season.

The current Raider 
coach feels good about 
the campaign.

“We lost seven start-
ers,  including two state 
champions (Lundy and 
Sweeney) and four other 
state medalist, which 
leaves us with seven 
state qualifiers return-
ing, including the other 
two state champs (Mc-
Daniel and Bradford),” 
Coach Knox related.

“We have a huge (20) 
freshman class, includ-
ing a pair of middle 
school state champs, 
that have come in. We 
have 47 total guys in 
program, after starting 
with 62-63.

“The guys’ goal is 
to three-peat. We are 
very transparent about 
that. They want to win,” 
Coach Knox proclaimed.

“Winning the last 
two (state champion-
ships) has the team and 
the community, really 
enthused. People are 
excited about getting 
involved in what we 
are doing here. There’s 
something special in the 
air and people want to 
be a part of it.”

Knox said the secret 
to the Cleveland success 
goes well beyond the 
high school team.

“Kids Club had 70 
beginners the first night. 
The Boys & Girls Club 
is partnering with us. 
The (Cleveland) middle 
school has about 60 kids 

in its program. Things 
are going pretty good.

“The culture of our 
program is everybody 
working together, from 
our Higher Calling kids 
to our middle school to 
the high school,” he ex-
plained. “Josh (Bosken, 
HC director and former 
CHS head coach), Eric 
Mountain (CMS coach), 
our assistant coaches 
and I are a great team, 
all having each oth-
er’s back and working 
together. We feed off 
of each other and build 
the culture of being a 
‘Raider.’”

The Raider program is 
getting some help from 
new CHS gridiron head 
coach Marty Wheeler as 
well.

“We’ve got a lot of 
football players coming 
out, thanks to Coach 
Wheeler having a lot to 
do with that. He realiz-
es that wrestling helps 
his players with their 
football skills,” stated 
Coach Knox.

“About half of their 
offensive and defensive 
line are wrestlers. He 
realizes the impor-
tance of wrestling to 
improve their hand and 
foot work, plus it gives 
them something to do in 
their offseason to stay 
in shape and work on 
their conditioning. He’s 
really pushed them to 
come out for wrestling. 
That’s really helped us 
and is going to be good 

for them.”
With state champs 

McDaniel (106), who 
went 39-0 as a soph-
omore, and Bradford 
(113), who was 28-6 last 
season, returning for 
their junior seasons, 
Knox is expecting good 
things from the pair.

“They will step up in 
weight class. Trae wres-
tled 120 in Fargo (S.D., 
at the AAU Nationals 
this past summer) and 
was a double All-Amer-
ican, which means he 
made Top 8 in both 
Freestyle and Gre-
co,” the coach related 
about the top-ranked 
120-pounder in the pre-
season poll.

“Jackson went for the 
whole training thing 
for Nationals, but had a 
minor injury and was un-
able to go and compete at 
Fargo.” Jackson is ranked 
No. 1 at 126 by PinTN.

Also returning are 
senior starters Burns 
Meagher, Garrett 
Stevenson and fourth-
ranked Zach Brezna 
(170), plus junior Cael 
Laxton, ranked fifth at 
152, and Davis, a sopho-
more, all of which were 
state qualifiers. 

Sophomore Arlo 
Laxton is ranked fourth 
in the 113-pound state 
preseason rankings, and 
will help the Raiders in 
the lower weights this 
season.

Davis, who is ranked 
second at 220 after 

wrestling 170 last year, 
played football this 
fall for the first time 
and was a Freestyle 
All-American in Fargo.

“I expect them to be 
our leaders. I expect 
them to work hard and 
do the right thing. If 
you do that, everything 
else takes care of itself,” 
related Coach Knox.

“We had some guys 
that didn’t get into the 
starting lineup last 
year because of who 
they were in the same 
weight class with, that 
could have placed at the 
state tournament from 
any other team in the 
state. They will have the 
chance to step up this 
season and show what 
they can do.

“We had 14 qualify for 
state (TSSAA Tradition-
als) and eight to place, 
with some guys behind 
them that were pretty 
darn good,” he added.

One incoming fresh-
man looking to make a 
splash is Bentley Elliso, 
who was a match away 
from making All-Amer-
ican at 106 in Fargo this 
summer.

Expecting tough com-
petition, Knox has load-
ed the Raider schedule 
to prepare them for 
another state run.

“We have 16 very good 
teams coming in for 
the Cleveland Duals, 
plus we are going to 
wrestle in the Bradley 
Invitational and go to 
Dobyns-Bennett for the 
Indian Classic, which 
is a real tough tourna-
ment.

“We’ll also send about 
a half-dozen guys to the 
Beast of the East (in-
dividual) Tournament 
in Delaware, which is 
one of the toughest high 
school tournaments 
in the country. There 
will be about 32 state 
champs at that just 
before Christmas,” he 
explained.

With a half-dozen 
wrestlers ranked in the 
Top 6, Cleveland enters 
the new season as the 
top team in the PinTN.
com preseason poll 
and favorites to return 
to Franklin to go after 
their 17th and 18th state 
titles come February.

— Toby Pendergrass, 
Chief of Staff  for Jones 
Management Services, 
contributed to this story.
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‘THREE-PEAT’: Raiders going for double ‘three-peat’
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HUNGRY: Bradley girls hungry 
for back-to-back championships
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game average.  
The 5-foot-6 Blair was named the 

MVP of last season’s state tourney 
and has already been getting lots 
of interest and offers from colleges 
looking at the diminutive f loor gen-
eral. Speedy senior Cambree Mayo 
can also handle the ball and possess-
es a deadly three-point shot, while 
classmates Amelia Reuter and Alexis 
Barnes will be expected to clean the 
boards as they stand 5-foot-11 and 
6-foot, respectively. 

Meanwhile, 6-foot-2 junior Anna 
Muhonen, who had a tremendous 
volleyball season, looks to rebound in 
a big way after a serious foot injury 
followed by surgery had her watching 
from the sidelines as her teammates 
won it all last season.

Last year’s championship team 
was known for its board control and 
shot-blocking ability, setting a new 
TSSAA state tournament record with 
22 blocks. Size will not be an issue 
for these Bearettes. Junior Ash-
ton Estrada stands 5-foot-11, while 
sophomore Syler Falcon measures at 
6-foot-2. However, Falcon will be out 
indefinitely due to back issues. The 
Bearettes will still be able to match 
or beat the height of about any oppo-
nent on the schedule. Also returning 
are juniors Jamia Williams, a 5-foot-
6 “waterbug” who could start a point 
guard for many teams, plus 5-foot-8 
wing Kelsey Carman.

A strong sophomore class is led by 
Ashlan Crittenden, who stands 5-foot-
8 and should see a lot of playing time 

for the Bearettes at a wing position. 
Rounding out the sophomore class is 
5-foot-9 Karsee Weber and Katelin 
Ledford at 5-foot-7. There will be 
several newcomers on the Bearettes 
varsity this year as Coach Reuter 
continues to mix in young freshman 
talent with his experienced return-
ers. Working with the varsity will be 
guards Sloan Carpenter and Maken-
na Miles, who both stand 5-foot-5, 
and 6-foot-1 post player Hannah 
Jones. Last season’s Bearette team 
had the distinction of beating each 
of the three Miss Tennessee Basket-
ball finalists as they knocked off Oak 
Ridge (Jada Guinn) in the semifinals 
of the state tournament and then beat 
Houston (Jayla Hemingway, who was 
also the Gatorade Player of the Year 
for Tennessee), in the championship 
battle. Bradley also defeated East 
Hamilton (21-13) with Hayes, who has 
committed to Mississippi State, three 
times last year. 

The Bearettes won their sixth 
gold ball the hard way, coming from 
behind in all three state tournament 
games. 

“We didn’t come in the back door 
to win that either. We earned it. I 
am very proud of my girls,” Reuter 
commented. He returns his entire 
staff of assistants with Katie Frazier, 
Amy Tinsley and Keith Freeman, all 
returning after multiple years with 
the Bearettes. Frazier is the varsity 
assistant and JV coach, while Tinsley 
also does double-duty with the varsi-
ty and handles the freshman team.
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