
www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, September 4, 2016— 1

Sponsored by the Cleveland State Foundation 
and the First Tennessee Bank Foundation
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Founded in 1967, Cleveland State
Community College has grown from an ini-
tial student enrollment of 681 to approxi-
mately 4,000 in 2017. 

In 1957, Dr. Truman Pierce and Dr. A.D.
Albright completed a report requested by the
Tennessee General Assembly. The report
identified three geographic areas deficient in
accessibility to higher education. 

One was the 3rd Congressional District of
Southeast Tennessee (the Chattanooga-
Cleveland area) and the other two were the
Jackson and the Pulaski-Columbia areas. 

In 1965, Tennessee Gov. Frank G.
Clement and a committee chaired by State
Department Commissioner of Education J.
Howard Warf, recommended to the
Legislature a community college be estab-
lished in each of the three geographical divi-
sions of the state. The committee also rec-
ommended placing the colleges in a 50-mile
radius of every college-age person in
Tennessee.

Immediately, Cleveland and Bradley
County officials initiated a lengthy political
struggle to have one of the colleges located in
Cleveland. Other areas, such as the city of
Chattanooga and the counties of Meigs,
Marion, Polk and Rhea, also launched polit-
ical maneuvers to acquire the college. 

Critical roles were played by Clement’s
friends, Cleveland Mayor William Fillauer

and Eugene Callaway. Instrumental roles
were also played by Hallman Bell, the gover-
nor’s Bradley County campaign manager;
John Dunlap, a state committee member of
the Democratic Party; and Frank Manly, an
insurance executive and former teacher and
principal.

The State Board of Education stipulated
three requirements for a location to be con-
sidered as a site for the college:  

(1) A contribution of $250,000; 
(2) A contribution of 100 acres of land;

and 
(3) Provision for all utilities at the site. 
A woodland area had been identified by

the Bradley County Court as a site for the
college. The land had become county proper-
ty due to unpaid taxes and the county court
and then-City Commission agreed to provide
$125,000 each for the enterprise and to pro-
vide the necessary utilities. 

An eight-member committee, consisting of
Fillauer, Dunlap, Manly, Ernest Guffey, W.
A. Jones, H. M. Fulbright, John Clayton and
Paul Davis, presented Cleveland’s bid to the
State Board’s selection committee. 

On June 22, 1965, the goal of establishing
the college in Cleveland was achieved. 

The combined efforts of these eight men,
as well as those of Callaway, Bell, Nelom
Jackson, Grover Ash, Kenneth Tinsley and
many others, had been successful.

On July 20, 1966, bids for contracts were
activated for the construction of five build-
ings, containing 130,000 square feet of floor
space, to accommodate a projected enroll-
ment of between 500 and 750 students. 

The initial cost of construction, including
equipment, was $2,494,000. 

A groundbreaking ceremony was conduct-
ed in September 1966 on the 105-acre cam-
pus. Several years later, approximately 20
acres was sold to a housing development.

In January 1967, Dr. David F. Adkisson
was named the first president (and first col-
lege employee). In March 1967 temporary
offices were opened in a former Cleveland
residence on Broad Street. 

The first employee hired by Adkisson was
Dr. George L. Mathis. Both men had vast
experience in education and their leadership
played a crucial role in the early success of
the college. 

The college’s budget for the fiscal year of
1967-1968 was $741,032. By comparison,
in 2016, it was $21,213,800.

Classes began in the Fall Quarter of 1967
(registration was on Oct. 2, 1967) in the edu-
cational buildings of the North Cleveland
Baptist Church. 

The college moved to its new campus,
north of Georgetown Road and the inter-
change of Interstate 75, in the Winter
Quarter of 1968. 

The 1967 total student enrollment was
681. There were 16 faculty members, 18
administrative and staff personnel and 65
course offerings. 

In the fall of 2015, the enrollment was
3,509 and there were 76 faculty members,
126 administrative and staff positions and
867 course offerings. 

In its first catalog, printed in August
1967, the college adopted the following
objectives:  

(1) provide courses to prepare students for
transfer of two years of college credits; 

(2) provide technological and pre-profes-
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 Happy 50th Anniversary
 To a continuance of education we can be 

 thankful for in our community.

t                                           t                       t                           t                       June 22, 1965
Cleveland selected 
as site for community college

Feb. 11, 1966
Cleveland State 
gets name

Sept. 11, 1966
Ground broken

Jan. 1, 1967 
Dr. David F. Adkisson
named first president

Founding of a College 
A push to make higher education easily 

accessible to local residents  

CLEVELAND STATE opened its temporary offices on Broad Street in March 1967. 

See FOUNDING, Page 4
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t t                       t                           t t                       t tOct. 2, 1967
Classes begin at 
N. Cleveland Baptist

Jan. 3, 1968
First classes at
new campus site

April 29, 1968
Official dedication 
of Cleveland State

1969
SACU accreditation

1969
First graduation

1970
CSCC Foundation created

1973
Phi Theta Kappa 
chapter organizedTimeline

FIRST CLASSES at Cleveland State Community College were held at North Cleveland

Baptist Church.

FouNDING 

from page 2

sional courses for students entering indus-
try, business and similar professions; 

(3) provide continuing education courses
for those whose goal is professional or per-
sonal enrichment; 

(4) provide counseling and guidance serv-
ices; and 

(5) provide both a cultural atmosphere
and college facilities for the community. 

Although the college has added numer-
ous objectives through the years, these ini-
tial ones have served as a foundation for 50
years. 

Cleveland State Presidents
DR. DavID F. aDkISSoN served as Cleveland

State’s first president from 1967-1978. 
Prior to his time at CSCC, Adkisson was the

director of instruction for Knox County Schools and
instructor at the University of Tennessee. 

In addition, he had also been an elementary and
high school teacher, principal and school superin-
tendent. 

He received degrees from Austin Peay, Middle
Tennessee State University, George Peabody College
and UT.

In 1970, Dr Adkisson played an instrumental role
in the creation of the Cleveland State Scholarship
Foundation.  

On September 24, 1976 the Tennessee State
Board of Regents recognized his contributions to
the college by naming Cleveland State’s
Administration Building in honor of him.  It was the

first time a community college facility had been named for one of its Presidents.  Later,
the city of Cleveland honored him by naming the street in front of the college “Adkisson
Drive.”  

On his last day as President, June 30, 1978, his friends and employees also recog-
nized his outstanding leadership by presenting him
a new truck to celebrate his service to the college.  

DR. L. QuENTIN LaNE served as the college’s
second president from 1978-1985.

Prior to serving as president, Lane held positions
of director of continuing education and director of
research and dean of instruction, all while at CSCC.
He was assistant principal of Brainerd High School
and later the principal of Elbert S. Long School
before arriving at CSCC. 

He received his bachelor’s degree from MTSU and
went on to receive his master’s degree from George
Peabody College and his doctorate from UTK.

See PRESIDENTS, Page 6
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PRESIDENTS 

from page 4

DR. JamES W. FoRD served as presi-
dent from 1986-1993. 

Prior to coming to CSCC, Ford had
served as dean of academic affairs at Walter
State Community College. He had also
worked in the Vanderbilt Physics
Department, was an Atomic Energy
Commission Health Physics Fellow at Oak
Ridge Associated University and worked at
the NASA Electric Systems Branch in Cape
Kennedy.

He received his bachelor’s degree in
physics from South Florida University and
his doctorate in physics from Vanderbilt
University.

DR. oWEN CaRgol served as president
from 1993-1996. 

Prior to coming to CSCC, he served as
vice president for academic affairs at
Highline Community College in Des
Moines, Wash., and dean of undergraduate
studies and associate professor of manage-
ment at Baton Rouge, La. 

He received his bachelor’s degree from
Oregon State University, his master’s  from
Louisiana State University and his doctor-
ate from Penn State. 

DR. CaRl HITE served as president
from 1996-2014.  Prior to coming to CSCC,
he served as provost of Hillsborough
Community College Brandon Campus, as

well as the director of Academic Affairs. 
He received his bachelor’s degree in his-

tory from Florida State University, his mas-
ter’s degree in American history from the
University of Florida and his doctorate in
higher education administration, also from
the University of Florida.

DR. WIllIam SEymouR is CSCC’s cur-
rent president and has served in this role
since 2015. 

Prior to coming to CSCC, he served as
vice president for institutional advance-
ment and vice president for Student
Services at Jackson State Community
College, as well as president of Lambuth
University. 

He re-
ceived his
bache l o r ’ s
degree in
psychology
from State
University of
New York
College at
Oswego, his
m a s t e r ’ s
degree in
counsel ing
and person-
nel services
from the
University of Missouri and his doctorate in
higher and adult education, also from the
University of Missouri
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t t                    t                  t t                     t t1974 & 1975
Golf teams win state 
and region tourneys

1975
Lady Cougars 
win region, state;  
ranked 7th NJCAA

1976
Lady Cougars 
win region, state;  
ranked 4th NJCAA

1976
Cougars baseball
team wins state
championship

1977
Drive begins to raise
endowments for
Scholarship Foundation

1978
Bradley-Polk Vocational
Center opens at college

1978
Dr. Quentin Lane
becomes new presidentTimeline

Dr. James Ford Dr. Owen Cargol Dr. Carl Hite

Dr. Bill Seymour

REGISTRATION DAY for classes at Cleveland State Community College in the 1960s. Below,

officials break ground for the career education facility.
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t t                  t                  t t                     1979
Gov. lamar Alexander
delivers commencement
address

1980
Youth enrichment
Program begins

1980
Cougars baseball ranked 2nd in
nation; Golf ranked 13th; lady
Cougar basketball wins state

1981
CSCC Alumni 
Association
organized

1982
Nursing students have 100% state 
licensure passage; 100% medical lab 
tech program state licensure passage

Timeline

Photo courtesy of CSCC

AeriAl Photo of Cleveland State Community College in 1967.
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Congratulations 

Cleveland State
Community College 

on 50 years of Excellence!

t t                    t                  t t                     t t1983 & 1984
Nursing graduates have
100% licensure passage;

1983
Lady Cougars softball
team is third in national
tourney

1984
95% on SBR 

evaluation
Instruction Report

1985
Ray Coleman serves
as interim president

1986
Dr. James Ford named
new president

1978
Bradley-Polk Vocational
Center opens at college

1986
Campus Observatory hosts
Comet Halley watching —
2,000 come

Timeline

Associate Professor John Bradley was
one of the original faculty members
hired by the college in 1967. 

Although teaching speech courses
was his primary job description, at vari-
ous times he also taught courses in
English, theater, drama and film. 

Bradley was an avid movie-goer, and
his knowledge of films, actors and
actresses was extensive. His friends
enjoyed attending his annual Academy
Award party and watching the presenta-
tion of the “Oscars” on television. Both
the campus and the community looked
forward to attending one of his many
dramatic presentations. 

He also found time to provide the fac-
ulty and staff with humor in his weekly
articles for the campus newsletter.

Bradley excelled as a performer and
was granted a year’s leave of absence to
perform in “Off-Off” Broadway plays in
New York City. 

He also organized and led tourist
excursions to that city during summers
and/or holidays. The number of com-
munitywide plays in which he was either
the director, co-director, or star per-
former was voluminous. Examples of a
few of these were: “The Odd Couple,”
“Carousel,” “Rainmaker,” “The Zoo
Story,” “Give My Regards to Keith
Street,” “My Three Angels,” “South
Pacific,” “Tobacco Road,” “Picnic,” “Man
of La Mancha,” and “Crimes of the
Heart.”  

Bradley also was active in other

extracurricular events. 
During his career, he served as presi-

dent of the Tennessee Theater
Association, dean of the Faculty for a
Statewide Collaborative Academy, mod-
erator for the 1990 Key West Literary
Seminar, recipient of the college’s 1982
Outstanding Faculty Member Award,
chair and/or member of numerous col-
lege and community committees, an
appointee by the State Board of Regents
to the Speech and Theater Sub-
Committee of the Licensure Committee
and the Commencement speaker at the
college’s graduation ceremony in the
year 2000.

CSCC legacy

John Bradley left an impact 

on campus and community

Photo courtesy of CSCC

1969 CLEVELAND STATE homecoming court is shown.

The 1960s 

at CSCC

The overviews of each decade were taken
as excerpts from Dr. Spencer Culbreth’s book,
“Memories of Cleveland State Community
College 1967-2000.”  Culbreth began his
career at CSCC in 1971 as an instructor of his-
tory and retired in 2008 while serving as vice
president for Academic Affairs. 

1960s
The years 1967-68 were interesting times.     
Astounding headlines filled the newspa-

pers, magazines, TVs and radios in 1969. A
few of them: Astronaut Neil Armstrong, com-
mander of the Apollo 11 mission, became the
first person to set foot on the moon; President
Nixon announced a “Vietnamization” policy
for the war in Vietnam and a steady with-

drawal of the 543,400 American forces began
in July 1969; the revelation of a massacre of
South Vietnamese villagers by American
troops at My Lai heightened the tension con-
nected with the war and the anti-Vietnam war
demonstrations continued; the Woodstock
rock music festival, near Bethel, New York,
attracted 300,000 to 500,000 people; the
popular kids’ show “Sesame Street” was
launched on public TV; the Academy Award
for best movie was won by “Midnight
Cowboy;” the Oscars for best actor and
actress were awarded to John Wayne (“True
Grit”) and Maggie Smith (“The Prime of Miss
Jean Brodie”); and the Grammy for best
record was won by the 5th Dimension for

See THE 1960S, Page 9
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t t                  t                t t                  t1986
College returns to 
five-day week schedule

1986
Nursing Dept. earns
state Center of
Excellence honors

1987
CSCC receives 
1st $1 million
endowment

1987
CSCC receives 100
on SBOR Evaluation
Instruction Report

1988
CSCC holds first 
MLK banquet

1988
CSCC converts
from quarter to
semester system

Timeline

THE 1960S 

from page 8

“Aquarius/Let the Sunshine In.”
From its inception to the present day, com-

munity support has played a vital role in the
college’s success. 

In the first crucial months, the following
organizations and individuals pledged impor-
tant monetary gifts: Cleveland Bank and
Trust, Cleveland Coca-Cola Bottling, M.C.
Headrick Supermarkets, Brown Stove Works,
Cleveland Kiwanis Club, Manufacturer's Soap
and Chemical, March of Dimes Foundation,
Burlington Industries, W.J. McReynolds,
Hardwick Stove, Bendix, Mallory Battery,
Lions Club, American Uniform, Eugene
Callaway, Central Drug, Dr. Wayne McCulley,
Veterans of Foreign Wars and Arthell Clark of
A&C Amusement. A transportation gift of a
station wagon was made by Cletus Benton of
Benton Pontiac-Buick, and a few years later
he donated a car which was the prize in a
fund-raiser for the college.

Although many students had part-time, or
even full-time jobs, several immediately began
to create extra-curricular activities. A student
government organization was formed and the
first president was Walter Presswood;  a stu-
dent newspaper (The Cherokee Signal) was
inaugurated;  blue and white were chosen as
the college’s colors; “Cougars” became the
athletic nickname and baseball and basket-

ball teams were formed (tennis and golf teams
were added shortly thereafter). 

Three members of the Cleveland Kiwanis
Club (Willis Moore, Gerald Hoskins and Ray
Davis) assisted in forming “Circle K,” the first
campus student service organization. 

By 1968-69, additional organizations were
the Baptist Student Union, the Cheerleading
Squad, the Alumni Association, the Music
Club, the Student Nurses Association and the
Spanish Club. 

When the 766 students arrived on the new
campus for the 1968 Winter Quarter, four
buildings had been completed — the adminis-
tration building, the science building, the stu-
dent center and the library. A gymnasium and
a humanities building were completed later. 

An official dedication ceremony for the ini-
tial buildings was held on April 29, 1968.
Approximately 2,500 people were present at
the ceremony which featured Gov. Buford
Ellington, State Education Commissioner J.H.
Warf and several college and local officials. 

An unusual campus structure was the fall-
out shelter. It was actually a tunnel, wide
enough to accommodate the passage of a
large truck, which extended under the gym-
nasium, library, student center and science
buildings. The Cleveland-Bradley County Civil
Defense organization stocked it with emer-
gency supplies for 2,696 people. By compari-
son, the gym held 2,500 people for a game
and 3,500 for other events.

The 1968-69 Student Handbook contained
amusing suggestions for proper attire at col-
lege events. When attending teas and semi-
formal events, women should wear an “after-
five” dress and heels, and men should wear a
white shirt, tie and suit. For formal events,
women were to wear long or short formals and
men a dinner jacket, tuxedo or dark suit.
When attending classes and/or intercollegiate
games, women were to wear a dress, or a skirt
and blouse with flats and men a white shirt
and tie, or slacks and a sport shirt. At infor-
mal occasions women were to wear Bermuda
shorts, a shirt and flats and men Bermuda
shorts and a sport shirt.

Enrollment records continued to be shat-
tered every quarter as students came to the
campus from the counties of Anderson, Knox,
Roane, Loudon, Rhea, Meigs, McMinn,
Monroe, Polk, Hamilton and Bradley. The Fall
Quarter enrollment for 1968 was 1,365 stu-
dents (1,020 day and 345 evening students).
Male students in the day classes outnum-
bered female day students two to one (686-
337). By the fall of 2015, the gender analysis
had altered so much that, of the 3,509 stu-
dents, 2,088 (60 percent) were females and
1,421 (40 percent) were males.  

Sixty-nine degrees were awarded during the
college’s first graduation ceremony in 1969.
That same year, the college received accredi-
tation from the Southern Association of
Colleges and Universities. 
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t t                    t                  t t                     t t1989
Small Business 
Development Center
begins

1990
College becomes state-
certified training site for
law enforcement officers

1990
100% of nursing stu-
dents pass state
exam

1991
Cougars baseball team
wins region, state;
ranked 4th in NJCAA

1992
THEC initiates new techni-
cal program for community
colleges

1993
23 inches of snow blankets
campus, community

1993 
Dr. Peter Consacro serves as interim 
president; Dr. Owen Cargol is new presidentTimeline

FOUNDING TRUSTEES — Those present at the 1972 meeting were (seated, from left) Harry Dethero, Kenneth H. Brown, Dr. Wayne

McCulley, Pearson Mayfield, George Thorogood, Pledger Wattenbarger, Lloyd Callaway Jr., John Besse; (standing from left) Roy G. Lillard,

Clarence E. Gregg, Harold Almond, Eugene Callaway, Will McReynolds, George Castings, Frank Manly, Clarke Stamper, Henry Barkley, W.

K. Fillauer, Dr. George Mathis, Jim Morris, and Dr. D.F. Adkisson.

(The origin story of the Cleveland State
Foundation comes from the publication, “The
Cleveland State Community College
Foundation, 1971-1981,” produced in 1981 by
the CSCC Community Relations and
Development Department. It chronicles the
beginnings of the CSCC Foundation from its
humble beginnings with a balance of
$3,536.63 in September 1971, to the assets of
$364,241.59 reported in October 1981.)

In 1971, a group of civic, business and
community leaders, in cooperation with col-
lege officials, established the Cleveland State
Community College Foundation.

Year after year, these supporters of the

“friend’s funds” provided gifts for scholar-
ships and loans to deserving students. From
the time of the formation of the Foundation to
the fall of 1976, a total of $68,723.48 was
donated by friends of the Foundation which
was distributed each year to students in
loans and grants. The single largest donor
during that time provided $30,000. 

(Prior to the establishment of the
Foundation, Dr. George Mathis, dean of stu-
dents, loaned untold amounts of his own
money to needy students.)

Through the foresight, generosity and car-
ing spirit of these truly benevolent citizens,

Reuse the News
Recycle this newspaper

See FOUNDATION, Page 11
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FOUNDATION 

from page 10

many young people and adults who previ-
ously held no hope for continuing their edu-
cation have been able to earn a college
degree. Many more will follow in the years
ahead. The knowledge and training they
receive will strengthen their futures, the
futures of their families and the future of
Southeast Tennessee.

On the 10th anniversary of the Cleveland
State Community College Foundation, this
booklet is dedicated to all these who have
helped, to all of the friends of Cleveland
State.

1971
The doors of education opened to hun-

dreds of area residents at a meeting of
untold significance held at Cleveland State
Community College on July 22, 1971.

The five men who participated in this
meeting — the incorporators of the
Cleveland State Foundation — were: Dr. D.F.
Adkisson, president of Cleveland State;
William Fillauer; Roy Lillard; Ronald Mason;
and Dr. George Mathis.

The purpose of their gathering was to
establish an organization with the purpose
of raising funds that would provide academic
scholarships and short-term loans to stu-
dents on the basis of academic performance
and/or financial need. By-laws were adopted
and the selection of a bank for deposits was
major actions taken at this meeting.

The founders moved swiftly to activate
their plans to help deserving students. Only
two weeks after the initial meeting, letters
were sent to caring people throughout the
community, inviting them to become
trustees. “We know there will be many
prospective students in this area who will
need financial assistance in order to pursue
further education,” It was also noted that a
charter for a tax-exempt foundation had
been received.

The first executive committee of the
Foundation was appointed at a meeting held
Sept. 16, 1971.  Those named to the com-
mittee were: Dr. D.F. Adkisson, Ronald
Mason, Frank Manly, Eugene Callaway, and
the chairman of the State Board of
Education. Those present at the meeting
were: Dr. Adkisson, Harold Almond, Henry
Barkley, Kenneth Brown, Eugene Callaway,
George Castings, W.K. Fillauer, Roy G.
Lillard, Wayne McCulley, Frank Manly,
George Mathis, Ronald Mason, Pearson
Mayfield, Will McReynolds, W.C. “Bill”
Thomason, George Thorogood, and Pledger
Wattenbarger.

The Foundation balance as of Sept. 15,
1971, was $3,536.63

1972
A plan of operation was formulated for the

Foundation one year later at a Sept. 14,
1972, meeting of the board of trustees.

It was decided that scholarships would
normally be awarded at the rate of $100 per

t t                 t                 t t                   t t t1994
Dual enrollment 
program begins

1996
CSCC teaches 
first Internet course

1996
Dr. Carl Hite
becomes president

1997
Redcar of Cleveland
College in Britain
representatives visit

1998
CSCC and news
station WTNB partner 

1998
“Cleveland State
Focus” on WTNB
begins

1998
Cross Examination Debate
Association ranks CSCC Debate
Team as No. 1 in nation

1998
PTK Chapter wins 16 regional

awards; ranked 4th for International
Most Distinguished Chapter 

Timeline

academic year, that short-term loans would
be provided and that a revolving cash fund
would be established. It was also determined
that eligibility of all recipients would be sub-
ject to regulations set by a College
Scholarship Committee appointed by the col-

lege president.
Dr. Mathis reported that about $8,000 had

been donated during the year and asked
members to submit a list of possible donors.
Dr. Mathis also announced that 77 loans had
been made and that fund in the amount of

$3,225 had been loaned and paid back.  An
increase in the loan fund to $1,500 was
approved at the meeting. Dr. Adkisson report-
ed that an anonymous $5,000 gift had been
received which was designated for law
enforcement awards.

Photo courtesy of CSCC

The 1969 GRADUATING class at Cleveland State Community College is shown.



When students returned to campus after
the April 1970 Easter vacation, a new
$584,777 Humanities classroom building
was available for them. In addition to class-
rooms and faculty offices, the new building
housed the departments of English,
Language, Reading, Chemistry, Physics and
Nursing. 

Two building expansions were planned for
the fall of 1970 that doubled the sizes of the
library and the student center. The renova-
tions were expedited when the Federal
Department of Health, Education and Welfare
approved a $255,000 grant for the library
expansion. 

Later, a three-story Career Education
building was completed that contained
40,725 square feet. It had 10 classroom/lab-
oratory rooms, two conference and audio-
visual rooms, 25 offices for instructors, four
restrooms and a printing lab. 

A major highlight for the college was the
establishment of a college scholarship foun-
dation. Its purpose was to raise funds “that
would provide academic scholarships and
short-term loans to students on the basis of
academic performance and/or financial
need.”  

The Foundation was a joint enterprise of

civic, business and college leaders. Those
playing instrumental roles in its formation
were Dr. D.F. Adkisson, Dr. George Mathis,
Roy Lillard, Ronald Mason, Eugene Callaway,
William Fillauer, Frank Manly and Henry
Barkley. 

Those present at the first meeting of the
Foundation, in addition to these eight individ-
uals, were:  Harold Almond, Kenneth Brown,
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Students from Redcar
of Cleveland (Britain)
visit

1999
SIFE students named
Rookie Team of Year

2000
CSCC students
and faculty
visit Redcar

2001
CSCC scores 93 on
Performance Funding
Evaluation report

2002
First Starship Career Fair
held for eighth-graders

2003
Work begins on assign-
ing scientific names to
campus trees

2003
First Latin Night

held at Student

Center

2004
First Dr Seuss Day held

by Early Childhood

Education Club
Timeline

The year was 1977. 
Sherra Witt’s parents were retiring and

moving south from Cincinnati.
Witt’s sister lived in Cleveland and her

brother was in Kentucky.
So Witt applied to posi-
tions in both places and
was soon hired to teach
office classes (secretarial
science) at Cleveland
State. Some 37 1/2 years
later, Witt left a lasting
impression on CSCC.

“When I came to CSCC, I
felt like I was part of a fam-
ily,” Witt said. “There are a
lot of people who come
here to get experience and
to move on, but once you
arrive, it’s very hard to
leave.”

As she had done with
her family, Witt immedi-
ately dove into the culture at Cleveland
State, giving a helping hand wherever it
was needed. 

Growing up, Witt’s parents would haul
a trailer to football games. From the trail-
er, they would sell hot dogs, popcorn, and
drinks. Though in the school band, Witt
would help in her parents’ portable con-
cession stand before and after games.

Once she arrived at Cleveland State,
Witt picked up the same responsibilities,
helping man the concession stand at
CSCC home games. But her service didn’t
only include concessions. She was a
cheerleading sponsor — even though she
was never a cheerleader — and was an
adviser in the Business Student
Organization and the National Secretary

Association. All of this responsibility

she took on while serving as an instructor
and professor, eventually taking on the
chair of the Business Department and
later co-dean and dean of the Business

and Technology Division
until her retirement in 2014.

One of the reasons
Cleveland State felt like fam-
ily is because one person on
campus was, in fact, family
— her son. Witt initially
planned on staying at
Cleveland State until her
son, Scot, graduated high
school. Once he did, he
made the choice to attend
CSCC. Witt modified her
plans to stay at CSCC until
he graduated from the col-
lege. 

“When Scot graduated
from college, I was able to
present him with his diplo-

ma,” Witt said. “That is probably one of
my fondest memories of CSCC. It was a
special moment.”

It wasn’t, however, Sherra’s last memo-
ry of the college. Following graduation,
Scot headed to Middle Tennessee State
University. Witt stayed put. 

Through the years, she learned new
technologies in order to teach students
how to use electric typewriters, then elec-
tronic typewriters, then word processors,
and then computers. Through it all, her
love for Cleveland State and students
remained.

“CSCC is very economical and the
classes are equivalent or better than what
is offered at a four-year school,” Witt said.
“It feels good to know my students are
successful.”

CSCC Legacy

Sherra Witt — Typing for success

The 1970s at Cleveland State

See The 1970s, Page 13
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 Wishes To Congratulate
 Cleveland State On

 50 Years Of Excellence!

ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST  
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIERS OF  
ADVANCED SYSTEMS, TECHNOLOGY  
AND COMPONENTS.

DENSO would like to 
congratulate Cleveland 
State Community 
College on their 50th 
anniversary! We are 
honored to be apart 
of the community and 
contributing partner 
with CSCC!

densocorp-na.com

t t                       t                  t t                     t2004
Quality enhancement Plan 
for re-accreditation procedure
submitted 

2005
economic impact study  indi-
cates college is a major con-
tributor to the economic vitality
of 5-county service area

2005
College receives grant
to enhance energy
efficient residential
Construction Program 

2006
Campus achieves
Level 1 Arboretum
status

2007
Solar energy Program 
with renewable energy 
and photovoltaic 
panel installation

Timeline

Photo courtesy of CSCC

Mike DorSett and other instrucors look over information in this 1970s photo.

ThE 1970S 

from Page 12

George Castings, Dr. Wayne McCulley,
Pearson Mayfield, Will McReynolds, W.C.
Thomason, George Thorogood and Pledger
Wattenbarger. 

As was customary, the college engaged in
numerous activities in the 1970s. The col-
lege’s Public Relations Office concluded an
arrangement with NASA for an exhibit of a
lunar sample, about the size of a baseball, to
be displayed in the gymnasium. It was the
first lunar display at any college or universi-
ty in Tennessee. 

A marketing movie titled “The Cleveland
State Story,” was produced by the college
and aired on WDEF-TV, Chattanooga. The
sound track was also aired on nine area
radio stations. 

The Humanities Division received a grant
from the Woodrow Wilson foundation which
was used to sponsor a series of programs,
led by professional actors and actresses and
titled “A More Perfect Union.”  The purpose
of the performances and discussions was to
trace the dreams, purposes and values that
shaped American history. 

Cleveland was one of 70 towns selected for
the grant (from over 500 applicants). The
Division also was selected to host the
Southeast Regional Conference on English
in February of 1972. The conference was
held in Chattanooga and over 300 delegates
from eight states attended the three-day
event. 

An important administrative event in 1972
was the Tennessee General Assembly’s cre-
ation of the State Board of Regents. All facets
of the government, management and control
of the State University and Community
College system were assigned to the SBR. 

Consisting of 16 members (later 18), four
were ex-officio — the governor, the commis-
sioner of education, the commissioner of
agriculture and executive director of the
Tennessee Higher Education Commission.
Eleven public members were appointed by
the governor — one from each congressional
district and three at-large members from the
different geographical areas of the state. The
immediate past commissioner of education
also served as a member. The first
Chancellor of the system was Dr. Cecil C.
Humphreys, president of Memphis State.

Much of the news in the decade concerned
the energy crisis. In compliance with a State
Board of Regents directive, the college adopt-
ed several energy-saving measures such as
implementing a four-day workweek, adjust-
ing thermostats, conserving gasoline and
reducing electricity usage. In an important
academic reform, the college added
Wednesday evening classes to the schedule
to enable night students to carry the 12
hours of courses necessary to be classified a
full-time student. 

In 1974, instruction was enhanced by a
new TV studio, a closed-circuit TV network,

See NETWORK, Page 15
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 Supporting small business through:
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   Loan package assistance
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Photo courtesy of CSCC

ThiS aerial PhoTo shows Cleveland State Community College’s campus in 1970.

CSCC LegaCy

Benson has taught

at CSCC since 1989
Twenty-

seven years
into his
career at
Cleveland
State, Will
Benson is
presently
the longest-
tenured
full-time
faculty
member at
the college. 

Since
being hired
as an
instructor of
music in

1989, Benson has seen his title and his
department change.

“Something clicked when I got here,” said
Benson, who is originally from Johnson City,
and is now an assistant professor. 

“I’d never really been in the community
college atmosphere, and I really liked the
size of the school. It was big, but small
enough to get to know everyone, and even
then there was a great deal of academic

rigor.”
Since Benson came on board at Cleveland

State, the student body has grown from 2,000
to 3,500. Along with this dramatic increase of
students, the music department has grown
exponentially. And Benson has been amazed
by the entire process.

When he came on staff, Benson served as
the Music Department’s only full-time faculty
member, and he worked along with two
adjunct professors. 

Today, there are two full-time music teach-
ers and as many as five adjunct professors,
providing a great range of music classes to
students. 

“Now,” he said, “it feels like a department.”
When out and about, Benson often bumps

into his former students. Whether they have
gone on to other careers outside of music or
have integrated music playing into their regu-
lar lives, each student has a story of success
that reminds him why he is at CSCC. But one

of the most special moments he has experi-
enced was being part of the memorial service
for his friend and Cleveland State colleague
Ed Rowley.

“It had significant meaning to honor him
and his years of service, and to see the wide
variety of people whose lives he impacted,”
Benson said. 

“He was far too modest to toot his own
horn, but you could see the effect of his teach-
ing, and just being who he was.”



NETWORK 

from page 13

new programs in legal assistant, communica-
tions and dental technology and the comple-
tion of both a million dollar Career Education
Building and a $750,000 Community Service
and Continuing Education Building. 

Cleveland State was the first college in
Tennessee to receive approval of the Legal
Assistant Program by the American Bar
Association and at the time was the only pub-
licly supported college to offer the program. 

The Community Service Building included a
400-seat auditorium for community events,
cultural programs, lectures, seminars and
conferences. In addition, a new Writing Lab
was created; a Graphic Arts Lab was added to
the Print Shop; and the Learning Skills Center
was expanded to accommodate more stu-
dents. 

In 1976, the State Board of Regents voted to
name the college’s Administration Building in
honor of the college President D.F. Adkisson.
It was the first time a community college facil-
ity had been named for one of its presidents.
Shortly after, the city of Cleveland also
bestowed an honor upon him by naming the
street in front of the college “Adkisson Drive.”
Adkisson retired in 1978 and was succeeded
as president by Dr. Quentin Lane.  

Numerous other college events during the
decade included: The college hosted a
statewide conference on the Governor’s
Committee on Employment of the
Handicapped;  the faculty and staff displayed
annual exhibits at the Bradley Mall;  annual
dramas and music recitals were conducted
(directed by faculty members John Bradley
and Tom Boles);  the Atlanta Symphony per-
formed in the college gymnasium; the college
regularly held High School Bowl Quizzes (and
sent a college team to the annual Berry
College Quiz Bowl); the college continued the
practice of selecting outstanding students for
the Experiment in International Living
Program; and a chapter of the collegiate stu-
dent honor fraternity, Phi Theta Kappa, was
established on campus (the charter members
were Amanda Cate, Jim Gibson, Rosalie
Kimball, Bill Kimbrough and Robert White);
the Bradley-Polk Vocational Center reverted to
the college; and Tennessee Gov. Lamar
Alexander delivered the Commencement
Address. 

In athletics, the 1974 golf team, coached by
Steve Longley, won the State and the Region
VII tournaments and represented the college
at the National Junior College Athletic
Association Golf Championship in Fort Myers,
Florida. 

It was the college’s first athletic team to
participate in a national event. By winning the
regional tournament, Cleveland State repre-
sented Tennessee, Kentucky and Mississippi
in the national event. 

The 1975, 1976 and 1977 golf teams,
coached by Jim Allen, also won the state and
regional playoffs and were invited to the
national tournaments. Five of the players on
the 1975 team were ranked in the top seven in
the state of Tennessee. Thus, the college golf

teams were State and Region Champions in
four consecutive years (they also won the
State title in 1972). 

The 1975 Lady Cougars Basketball Team,
coached by Hugh Walker, had a sensational
season. They were one of 16 teams invited to
the national tournament, and they finished
seventh in the NJCAA. Liz Hannah was the
first Cleveland State athlete named to an All-
American team. 

The 1976 women’s basketball team
improved on the previous year’s performance
by compiling an impressive 28-3 won-lost
record, by winning both the state and regional
playoffs and by finishing fourth in the NJCAA
Tournament in Overland Park, Kansas.
Hannah was again named an All-American. 

She was also selected to play on a team
competing against the Russians and invited to
participate in the Olympic tryouts in
Nashville. 

Walker was named Coach of the Year by the
Tennessee Junior College Athletic
Association. Both the baseball and golf teams
won their respective state championships in

1976. The 1977 team compiled a 28-4 record
and, at one point during the season, was
ranked third in the NJCAA. By 1979, the col-
lege had three All-Americans from the Lady
Cougar teams — Liz Hannah, Zandra

Montgomery and Data Caldwell. 
The baseball team won the state champi-

onship in 1976 and Mike Moore was select-
ed for the NJCAA All-American baseball
team. 
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 the Areas of Residential & 
 Commercial Sales and 
 Residential & Commercial 
 Leasing. Let us help you with 
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 PORTABLES
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t t                 t                 t t                     t t t2007
College Foundation: $2.8 mil-
lion in scholarships have been
given in college’s history

2008
First Multicultural
Fair held

2009 
Campus becomes
“smoke free”

2009 
Small Business
Development Center hosts
Young Entrepreneur seminar

2009
First Environmental
Awareness Celebration

2010
Wacker pledges $150,000
for use in addition to
Technology Building

2010
Innovation Center
officially opens

2010
CSCC receives
first Tree Campus
USA recognition

Timeline

Photo courtesy of CSCC

THIS IS A PHOTO of the 1970 new faculty orientation.
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Planning the next 50 years at Cleveland State
By Dr. Bill Seymour 

President of Cleveland State

In 2015, we developed the
Cleveland State 2020
Community First Plan. This is
the new strategic plan that will
lead the college into the next
50 years. True to its name this
plan is unique in that 300
community individuals from
across our service area came
together to help us build this
plan. Developed by the community, for
the community, we have a vision focused
squarely on meeting the needs of learners
and supporting our regional workforce.
Cleveland State is and shall always be a
major component of unprecedented eco-
nomic development in our area.

To achieve this future we must aspire
to be the best in all that we do. This
starts with our people. While our primary
focus is always on students, we know we
cannot deliver a good product unless we
have the best faculty and staff and they
are supported well in a great work envi-
ronment.

Our goal is not to be the biggest com-
munity college but certainly the best. To
be the best we must start by creating an
economy of scale that will power achieve-
ment of our intended goals. Therefore, we
intend to grow our enrollment from 3,500
students to over 4,000 students in the
next five years. This growth will come
from two major areas: improvement in
retention rates and expansion of key aca-
demic programs along with the introduc-
tion of new programs. Development of
these programs will be focused on areas
that meet specific needs in our workforce
– a win for the college and a win for the

community.
Another major component of our plan is

to ensure that we are meaningfully
engaged in communities throughout our
five-county service area. While we have
developed strong connections in Bradley
County we recognize that we have room
for improvement in other areas. 

As part of this effort we intend to
strengthen the presence of our off-campus
sites. Our plan calls for making the
Athens Center a “northern hub” for
Cleveland State. This means we will
anchor key programs at that location. As
an example, we have already begun imple-
mentation of a robust Agriculture pro-
gram there including the introduction of
Agribusiness courses. Additionally, we will
see an increase in the number of full-time
faculty assigned to the Athens Center.
Overall, we want to provide students liv-
ing in the northerly sections of our service
area ample opportunities to complete
degree programs in Athens without need-
ing to come to the Cleveland campus.
These changes will bring enrollment
growth to the Athens Center. As we are
currently renting a facility that is essen-
tially full, we are looking for opportunities
in Athens to develop an actual campus for
Cleveland State.

A significant achievement in
the first year of our plan is
the acquisition of our new
Monroe County Center located
in the Tellico West Industrial
Park in Vonore. This beautiful
facility will be dedicated to
providing industrial training
through credit and non-credit
courses in partnership with
the many manufacturing com-
panies and local schools in
that area.

While our strategic plan includes nine
primary goals with associated objectives
none perhaps is more important than the
care of our Cleveland Campus. 

With most building approaching 50
years old, we have a great need for reno-
vation of facilities and replacement of
most infrastructure systems on the cam-
pus. It is also significant that we have not
had a new classroom building constructed
on our campus in over 40 years. 

This year we have completed our
Master Plan that will guide the future
development of our campus. Planning is
already underway with the state to start
addressing these needs. However, to ade-
quately address our physical needs we are
implementing Cleveland State’s first major
capital campaign. 

To leverage state funds, we must pro-
vide a portion of the overall costs through
private funding. So, we will be asking our
community for help through this cam-
paign.

———
To see the entire Cleveland State 2020

Community First Plan please visit our
website at: http://www.clevelandstatecc.
edu/content/uploads/pdf/Community-
First-Plan.pdf.Dr. Bill Seymour

Preamble

Higher Education is going through a signifi-
cant transformation with many societal, eco-
nomic and political implications. In many
respects, community colleges have never been
more relevant than they are today as they are
challenged to address educational and work-
force development demands. The Cleveland
State 2020 Community First Plan is intended to
position the college to successfully meet those
demands in our service area and to be better
prepared for future opportunities to serve our
students, business, industry, education and
community partners. In recognition of our 50th
Anniversary in 2017, this planning process will
be energized by honoring our past, but more so
by enthusiastically anticipating renewal that
will allow us to better fulfill our mission in the
future.

Mission

Cleveland State Community College provides
accessible, responsive, and quality educational
opportunities primarily for residents of south-

eastern Tennessee. The College delivers devel-
opmental education, university transfer pro-
gramming, workforce training and continuing
education activities. 

By engaging a diverse student body in the
learning process, the College aspires to promote
success, enhance quality of life and encourage
civic involvement. The College strives to be a
responsible partner in lifelong learning for the
individual and in the economic development of
the region.

Values

These values will promote learning and guide
the successful implementation of our goals and
objectives:

The needs and interests of the community
should always be at the heart of all we do.

Our faculty and staff are the foundation of
our enterprise. That foundation and our
achievements will be strengthened through our
commitment to high respect for all people.

Quality education leads to meaningful

employment which strengthens families and
builds communities. Our programs must sup-
port the needs of a dynamic and changing
workforce.

We must connect with every student and pro-
vide an experience that gives each one the best
opportunity to achieve their goals.

By running an effective business, we can
establish an economy that powers our mission.

To achieve the future, we desire we must
always aspire to be the best we can be.

Goals

I. CSCC will be known as a “Best Place to
Work” among community colleges in the
Southeast.

II. CSCC will provide state-of-the-art learning
environments that promote student success.

III. CSCC will be considered a top performing
college for effective educational practices and a
thriving campus community through student
engagement.

IV. CSCC will be a significant community
partner throughout the service area.

V. CSCC will offer relevant programs that
satisfy the needs of students and the workforce
and deliver them in modes that maximize stu-
dent engagement  and completion.

VI. CSCC will be a regional leader in work-
force development.

VII. CSCC will implement a comprehensive
enrollment management plan that includes
strategic and goal-driven approaches to recruit-
ment and retention. Particular attention will be
given to issues of diversity and accessibility.

VIII. CSCC will secure, successfully manage
and prioritize funding derived from state alloca-
tions, student fees, private donations and real-
location of resources to support the goals of the
2020 Community First Plan and the TBR
Strategic Plan.

IX. CSCC will develop a culture that reflects
a commitment to institutional planning,
assessment, evaluation and data-informed
decision making.

For the complete Strategic Plan, visit our
website at clevelandstatecc.edu/about.

Cleveland State’s strategic plan designed to prepare students for future
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Before graduating from high school in
1967, Walter Presswood was on his way to
Tennessee Technological University. 

He’d been accepted at the college and
didn’t have any doubts — until Dr. George
Mathis, dean of Students for the area’s new
community college, caught his ear.

“Dr. Mathis was a super salesman. He was
full of enthusiasm and energy,” Presswood
said. “I started thinking, ‘I like this man, I
like what he’s saying and it really is a great
opportunity to get in on ground floor of some-
thing that’s going to turn into something
big.’”

Presswood’s interest piqued, Dr. David
Adkisson, Cleveland State’s first president,
gave the commencement address at Polk
County High School. 

Donning his cap and gown, Presswood was
impressed once again that CSCC may be a
solid choice. The final straw was Professor
Lloyd Lilliard, who had always been in
Presswood’s life. He was going to work at
CSCC and encouraged Presswood to join him
there as a student.

With pressure from every side, Presswood
caved, becoming a member of the college’s
first graduating class of 1969. During his
time at CSCC, Presswood had another first,
serving as the college’s inaugural Student
Government Association president.

“We had a lot to do,” Presswood said. “We
didn’t have a constitution for student govern-
ment, and we didn’t have a student hand-
book. So we wrote them.”

Presswood’s SGA also organized dances,
brought public speakers on campus and
planned other events. Thanks to a dedicated
SGA and willing staff and faculty, event after
event was a smashing success.

Following CSCC graduation, Presswood
earned his bachelor’s in English journalism
from Tennessee Tech and went on to perform
a graduate internship at West Virginia
University. Though he had no teaching expe-
rience, this internship required Presswood to
teach freshman journalism. Soon, he got the
call he’d been hoping to receive.

“The head of Cleveland State’s humanities
department, Elizabeth Wooten, said they
were thinking of offering journalism cours-
es,” Presswood says. 

“She asked if I would be interested in com-
ing back to teach them. I always thought I’d
come back to this area to work, but I didn’t
know I’d get back so quickly. Of course, I said
yes.”

Since then, Presswood has worked at
CSCC, served on the Bradley County Board
of Education, been an antique dealer and
done many other things. 

Fifty years after starting out at CSCC, his
work on CSCC’s first-ever SGA lives on. And
now, that legacy is being carried by Haley
Hodgson, the newest president of the SGA
(now named Student Senate), who is the
granddaughter of Presswood’s late best
friend, Neil Samples.

A New Era

“Tennessee Promise opened me up to the
idea of community college,” Hodgson said,
“and Cleveland State opened the door for me
to continue playing softball with a great pro-
gram.”

Her first year at Cleveland State, Hodgson
juggled being on the softball team and
attending classes with being a member of the

honor society Pi Beta Kappa and the
Ambassadors Program. As a CSCC
Ambassador, Hodgson volunteered at many
events at the college, which helped her be
involved in many things she otherwise
wouldn’t.

With her first-year experience under her
belt, Hodgson decided to add another respon-
sibility to her plate as Student Senate presi-

dent. Her main goal? Student involvement.
“One of the biggest issues facing students

is student involvement,” Hodgson said.
“Some students just want to get in and get
out, but it’s been proven that people who are
involved on the campus earn better grades.”

With a passion for increasing student
involvement, Hodgson will be organizing
social and educational events, just as
Presswood did 50 years earlier. And while the
need for “community” has remained the same
at Cleveland State, many things have
changed. One of the most obvious is how far
technology has come and how it has been
adapted into the classroom.

Today, it’s possible to take a class without
ever meeting the professor in person.
Through online classes, students do their
schoolwork online and participate in internet-
based discussions at designated times. But
technology at Cleveland State goes beyond
online courses. Nearly everything regarding a
student’s classes, homework assignments,
academic standing and more are stored
online at the college’s website, CougarNet. 

According to Hodgson, if you don’t use
CougarNet, it’s almost impossible to pass a
class. Likewise, if you don’t pay attention
during your time at Cleveland State, it’s
impossible to get a full college experience.

“I want to make people appreciate coming
to college and to find something they enjoy
that makes their time here enjoyable,” Haley
says. “We’re the 50th class to graduate, and
that’s important. We’re part of a new era.”

50 Years of SGA — While many things change, so many stay the same

Haley Hodgson Walter Presswood

Walter Presswood and Haley

Hodgson — First and current 

presidents of Student Senate
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Since Dr. D.F. Adkisson served as the
first Cleveland State Community College
Foundation president in 1971 and Walter
Presswood was named the first executive
director six years later, alumni and friends
of the college have generously contributed
to the college. 

On Sept. 15 of the first year in operation,
the Foundation balance was $3,536.63. At
the end of the current fiscal year, the
Foundation assets totaled $8.3 million. 

As state funding for the college has slow-
ly diminished through the years, the
Foundation’s work has become more vital
than ever. By partnering with the
Foundation today, you can help ensure a
bright future for Cleveland State and all
who count on the college for a strong foun-
dation.  

Without investment in training equip-
ment and assessment we will not be able to
keep up with the needs of area employers.
Economic and business opportunities will
decline.  

Without significant upgrades to our
campus facilities we will not be able to pro-
vide the appropriate learning environment
for future generations of students.
Learning and retention will decline.  

Five Year $15 Million Campaign

Cleveland State plans to meet these
challenges with a Five Year Fundraising
Campaign totaling $15 million. 

n Annual campaign $1 million:
$200,000 per year needed to meet CSCC’s
most immediate and urgent needs.

n Endowments $1 million:  $200,000
per year needed to continue to provide a
low-cost college education to students.

n Restoration and Beautification Master
Plan:  Total of $5 million over five years
needed to secure $45 million from the
state in order to upgrade decades-old facil-
ities on the Cleveland campus.

Cleveland State

Foundation’s 

5-year plan

See FOUNDATION, Page 30

Remembering our yesterdays — looking to our tomorrows
The story of the Cleveland State

Community College Athletic Program is a
powerful one. Just as the college did in
opening its doors and giving people an
opportunity, the athletic program provided
opportunity to compete and a chance to
enrich their lives athletically.

Cleveland State joined the Tennessee
Junior College Athletic Association in May
1968. Athletic Director Joe Crabtree was
named as a director-at-large of the organiza-
tion. 

Blue and white were chosen by the stu-
dents as the school’s colors. 

The Cougars christened the opening of the
gymnasium in January 1968 with a 75-71
victory over Johnson Bible College. Gary
Petrone scored the first two points in the
new facility. 

Members of the first basketball team were:
Bob Lackey, Mike Fitzgerald, Don Weiss,
Gary Petrone, Tony Beard, Gary Barham,
Harry Smith, Gary Davis, and Jackie Liner.
Coaches were Athletic Director Joe Crabtree
and Assistant Coach Ed Coates.

The baseball program had its beginning
on April 12, 1968, with a game against
Cumberland at Fulbright Field. The Cougars
won their first game ever by a 12-6 score.
The first win was credited to left-handed
pitcher, Stan Goodwin. The first extra-base
hit was a double by Mike Fitzgerald. 

Fall quarter 1969 saw the completing of
the tennis courts and Colonel John Smeltzer
coached the first tennis team. Phase II of the
new athletic facility was completed spring
quarter 1969 with the construction of the
new baseball field. Members of the first ten-
nis team, who ended their first season with
a 2-2 record, were:  Lee Scheel, Pat Hanks,
Reed Bacon, Glen Davis, Tom Varnell, Al
Kuykendall, Robert Easterly and Houston
Brown.

The Cleveland State Linksmen downed
Hiwassee College in their 1970 golfing debut
11-1 and gained second place honors in the
TJCAA golf tournament. Their season record
was 4-3. Members of the team were:
Richard Parkinson, Robert Terry, Mitchell
Parkinson and Danny Crowe.

Liz Hannah became the first student to
sign to play for Cleveland State’s new girls’
basketball team, the Cougarettes, after fin-
ishing her career at Bradley Central High

School with a total of 2,693 points and a
ranking of “top scorer” in Tennessee girls’
high school basketball. The Cougarettes
opened their first season November 18.
Members of the squad were Karen and
Sharen Armstrong, Kay Green, Linda Davis,
Liz Hannah, Debbie Varner, Dianna
Lovelace, Emily Penney, Diane Womac,
Jeanette Stafford, Sharon Sliger, Kayla
Breeden and Annette Seals. The season
schedule consisted of 19 games. Hugh
Walker was named the first girls’ basketball
coach.

Dr. George Mathis and Jim Cigliano
founded the Cougar Club for the purpose of
“contributing to athletic advancement and
fostering a closer identity with the people of
Bradley County.”  

Officers of the 351-member club were:
Woody Ratterman, Cleveland insurance
executive, president; Hank Smith,
McDonald’s Corporation, vice president;
Tom Wheeler, Cleveland Electric engineer,
secretary; Jackie Liner, Cleveland State
accountant, treasurer. Eddie Cartwright,
Cleveland city commissioner, and Dean of
Instruction, Dr. L. Quentin Lane were the
organization’s first two members. The gym-
nasium was officially named the L. Quentin
Lane Gymnasium in the fall quarter, 1985.

TJCCAA HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

1998-99 Dr. L. Quentin Lane
2000-01 Jim Cigliano

ALL-AMERICAN ATHLETES

1975-76 Liz Hannah,Women’s Basketball
1975-76 Mike Moore, Baseball
1976-77 Zandra Montgomery, Women’s

Basketball
1977-78 Data Caldwell, Women’s Basketball
1979-80 Melinda Shell, Women’s Basketball
1979-80 Billy Butler, Baseball
1982-84 Rhonda Snow, Softball
1983-84 Kim Gentry, Softball
1983-84 Doug Beard, Baseball
1983-84 Jon Miller, Men’s Basketball
1998-99 Demetrius Morgan, Men’s

Basketball
1990-91 Brad Weir, Baseball
2001-03 Josh Coley, Golf
2002-03 Rickey Honeycutt, Golf
2003-04 Holton Freeman, Golf
2003-04 Tyler Neff, Golf

TJCCAA STATE AND REGION 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Sport State Champions Region Champions
Baseball 5 4

1976, 80, 90, 1980, 90, 91, 92
91, 92 

Golf 8 7
1972, 74, 75, 1974, 75, 76, 77, 

76, 77, 80, 2003, 04 80, 2003, 04

Tennis 3 3
1989, 90, 91 1989, 90, 91

Men’s 1 1
Basketball           1971 1989

Women’s 3 2
Basketball      1975,76,78 1975,76

Softball 0 6
1980, 81, 82, 
83, 84, 85

NJCAA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
APPEARANCES 

Women’s Basketball    1975 Participant
1976 Fourth Place

Baseball 1980 Runner-Up

Softball 1984 Third Place

Men’s Basketball 1989 Participant

Tennis 1989 Participant

Golf 1980 13th Place
2003 Fourth Place
2004 Third Place

ACADEMIC ALL-AMERICANS

1984-85 Janet Ownby        Women’s Basketball
2002-03 Andrew Hogan      Golf
2002-03 Andrew Smith       Baseball
2002-03 Jonathon Martin   Men’s Basketball
2002-03 Josh Sullivan        Men’s Basketball
2003-04 Travis Lee             Men’s Basketball
2003-04 Holton Freeman Golf

ATHLETIC DIRECTORS

Joe Crabtree
James Cigliano
Steve Longley
1999-Present Mike Policastro



www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, September 4, 2016— 19



 20—Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, September 4, 2016 www.clevelandbanner.com

Photos courtesy of CSCC

tO KICK OFF its 50th year of service
to the community, Cleveland State
Community College recently held a convo-
cation. During the convocation, Dr. Denise
King vice president of academic affairs,
told students they were “about to take up
a challenge that thousands of students
before you have.” She urged them to set
goals and strive for excellence. 

In his address, Dr. Bill Seymour, below
right, president, noted the college’s
“impact on our community is almost
immeasurable...” He said the campus is a
place for community-minded events and
initiatives. He also announced the col-
lege’s new fundraising drive —
Community First Campaign — is designed
to raise $15 million by 2020. He said it is
“time to build for the   next half century.”

Below: Holding the first convocation
mace is Haley Hodgson, president of the
Cleveland State  Student Senate. She
noted in her address that Cleveland State
is not just celebrating 50 years of exis-
tence, but “50 years of accessible educa-
tion.”

StudentS were encouraged to sign a “My Future’s So Bright” banner at the 50th
Anniversary Celebration to share their commitment to academic success.

Cleveland State Community College hosted its Convocation and 50th Anniversary
Kick-Off Celebration on Aug. 25. 



A major highlight of the ’80s was the suc-
cess of the nursing student graduates. 

They attained a 100 percent passage rate
on the State Licensure Exam in 1982, 1983
and 1984. From 1969 through 1985, approx-
imately 99 percent of the Nursing graduates
passed the State Exam. 

In 1986, the State Board of Regents named
the Nursing Department as a “Center of
Excellence” and awarded the department
$150,000 over the next three years. 

Shelby Millsaps, the director of Nursing
Education, stated that, “Our graduates are
very well thought of and 100 percent of those
who take the test after graduation find jobs.”  

A few other academic developments: The
college received a perfect score of 100 on the

SBR Evaluation of Instruction Report in both
1987 and 1988; the college returned to a five-
day week schedule; the college converted from
a Quarter to a Semester system; and an “Early
Alert” system and a “Retention Center” were
created to support students needing assis-
tance with academics. Later, an academic
progress report and a “buddy system” were
implemented to monitor the classroom atten-
dance and academic progress of students.

In 1981, a dinner meeting was held to rec-
ognize the Trustees who had served the
Foundation since its inception 10 years earli-
er. Those honored were: Dr. D.F. Adkisson, Dr.
George Mathis, Dr. Wayne McCulley, Henry
Barkley, Harold Almond, state Sen. Ben
Longley, Pearson Mayfield, Clarke Stamper,

Eugene Callaway, Roy Lillard, George
Castings, W.K. Fillauer, Jack Hoskins, Cletus
Benton, Pledger Wattenbarger, Will
McReynolds, Bill Thomason and George
Thorogood. An indication of the strong com-
munity support for the college was revealed in
1987 when Cleveland State became the first
community college to achieve a $1 million
scholarship endowment fund.

A 1985 Southern Regional Education Board
report indicated the college compared favor-
ably with SREB standards for the ratio of peo-
ple served by the college per population. 

Comprising membership of 16 states, the
SREB believed an acceptable rate of service
was enrolling 1 out of every 30 residents from
the population age range of 15 to 24, and 1
out of 100 citizens from the population age
range of 25 and above. Cleveland State was
serving 1 out of 17 for ages 15 to 24 and one
out of 60 for ages 25 and above. 

A 1989 Memphis State University study
revealed that the college pumped approxi-
mately $48.6 million into its five-county serv-
ice area of Bradley, McMinn, Polk, Monroe
and Meigs during the 1987-88 fiscal year. Of
this amount, $27 million was directly attrib-
uted to money spent by the faculty, staff, stu-
dents and campus visitors.

A unique campus event occurred early in
the morning of April 5, 1986. Characterized as
“Comet Fest ’86,” the community was invited
to view the reappearance of “Halley’s Comet”

at the campus astronomical observatory. The
activity, coordinated by Buford Guy, was
jointly sponsored by the college and the
Barnard Astronomical Society of
Chattanooga. Approximately 2,000 residents
from Bradley, Polk, Hamilton, McMinn and
other regional counties visited the campus to
view the comet. A telephone hotline was oper-
ated by the college and about 6,000 people
contacted it during the 12 weeks of operation.
Over 4,000 posters were distributed and hun-
dreds of people signed the Comet Fest Guest
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t t                    t                  t t                     t t2010
CSCC named to President’s
higher Education Community
Service honor Roll

2011
CSCC, Tennessee Tech
sign dual admissions
agreement

2012
Dedication for 
$1.2M addition to
Technology Center

2012
CSCC hosts Service-
Learning conference

2012 
Country music star 
Larry Gatlin gives 
commencement address

2013
CSCC initiates Athletic hall
of Fame induction

2013
First nursing student
induction to Alpha Delta
Nu honor Society
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Cleveland State in the 1980s

Photo courtesy of CSCC

ThiS PhoTo shows the computer classroom with the latest equipment.

See THE 1980S, Page 22



sored by Bradley County Memorial Hospital,
Cleveland Community Hospital, Wells Fargo
and the USDA Forest Service); Associate
Professor of Accounting Dale Yates organized
a free income tax service for the community;
by 1984, the  college’s Cooperative Education
Program had concluded student working
agreements with 27 different companies; the
Dr. Scholl Foundation provided $14,000 for
construction and equipment for a weight
training and wellness center facility in the
gymnasium; a “Wheelchair Tennis Clinic” and
a “Wheelchair Basketball Game” occurred
(the latter event became a regular contest,
sponsored by the college’s Legal Assistant
Association, with the “Tennessee
Wheelbillies” playing against Cleveland attor-
neys, who also played in wheelchairs); the
first annual Martin Luther King Jr. banquet
was held; and a Cleveland Business and
Industry Forum was conducted at the cam-
pus.

The year 1980 was a banner one for athlet-
ics. 

Nationwide recognition was achieved by
Coach Steve Longley’s baseball team when it
finished second in the National Junior
College Association’s Tournament in Grand

Junction, Colorado. The Cougars won the
State Tournament, the Eastern District
Tournament and compiled a won-lost record
of 36-5 before departing for Colorado.
Unfortunately, prior to the national tourna-
ment, Ted Carson, one of the outstanding
pitchers, injured his pitching arm. In spite of
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2013
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Book and received a certificate commemo-
rating the event. Memorabilia from the occa-
sion was sealed in the college library (to be
opened in 2062 — the next time Halley’s
Comet appears to earthlings).

A new cultural addition to the campus
was the result of an initiative by Associate
Professor of Art, Jere Chumley. It was a
rotating sculpture exhibit that continued for
the next eight years. 

During those years, Chumley traveled to
numerous locations, sometimes at his own
expense, to acquire sculptures. Several were
part of sculptures rotated among Cleveland
State, UTK, Walters State, Chattanooga
State and Pellissippi State, while others were
permanent donations to the campus. For
many years, Chumley also organized the
Tennessee Valley Art Competition Exhibits
as well as a multitude of campus exhibits by
local and national artists, current students
and alumni.

Numerous other developments during the
1980s were: Creation of a college alumni
association; a nine-part community-wide
lecture/seminar series, organized by Dr.
Mary Barker and titled “Our Cultural
Heritage: The Reality of the Past in
Contemporary Society” (several years later
the Humanities Building was named in her
honor); a joint effort with Cleveland City
Schools led to the creation of a Youth
Enrichment Program (known later as the
“Program for the Academically Talented”), for
8- to 14-year-old students, that was taught
by several members of the Cleveland State
faculty; several plays and musicals were per-
formed each year under the direction of
Associate Professors John Bradley and Tom
Boles; Associate Professors Nancy Boyd and
Sherra Witt were faculty advisors for the col-
lege’s Future Secretaries Association that
often won first place honors in statewide col-
legiate scrapbook competitions; the college
became the administrative entity for the Job
Training Partnership Act; a Fitness Trail
behind the baseball field was completed
under the direction of Associate Professor of
Physical Education, Bob Taylor (and spon-

Photo courtesy of CSCC

HUGH VOMAN in the biology lab gives

students some assistance.

See 1980S SPORTS, Page 23



1980S SPORTS 

from page 22

this handicap, the Cougars finished second out
of eight teams. Billy Butler was named to the All-
American team, and Greg Geren set an NJCAA
record with 17 RBIs. Geren was named the MVP
of the tournament, and Butler, Geren, Wes Ivey
and Keith Sloan were named to the All-
Tournament Team. Coach Longley was named
Region VII Coach of the Year for the second time
in his career at Cleveland State.

The 1980 college golf team, coached by
Sociology Professor Dr. L.E. Wooten, captured
the 13th spot in the nation in junior college golf.
It was the first time a golf team from the region
made the cut in a national tournament. The
team recorded a 24-5 won-lost record and won
both the State and Region VII championships.
The team members were Al Miller, Jay Goza,
Mike Johnson, Stan Sherlin, Jeff Ballantine,
Darrell Ballantine, Darrell Beaton and Bobby
Rice. The Men’s basketball team, coached by
Roby Phillips, as well as the tennis team,
coached by Bob Taylor, won their respective
Region Championships in 1989. 

The tennis team tied for 12th place in the
1989 national tournament in Tyler, Texas.  The
Lady Cougar basketball team, coached by Hugh
Walker, also excelled in 1980 by winning the
State Championship. Outstanding players were
Melinda Shell, Anita Myers, Teresa Millsaps,
Cindy McMahon and Neasy Barrett. Shell
became the fourth Lady Cougar basketball play-
er to achieve the status of NJCAA All-American.

Basketball player Janet Ownby was named to
the 1984-85 Academic All-American team. 

An unexpected development was the amazing
record of the new Lady Cougar softball team.
Coached also by Bob Taylor, the rookie team
won the Region VII NJCAA championship with a
season record of 30 wins and 6 losses. In 1983,
the softball team, coached by Hugh Walker, won
the Region VII Fast Pitch Softball Tournament
and placed 7th in the National Tournament in
Rockford, Illinois. Cleveland State softball teams
won the Region Championships for six straight
years (1980-1985). Rhonda Snow was named to
the NJCAA All-American First Team in both
1983 and 1984. Other All-Americans during the
decade, in addition to Shell and Snow, were Billy
Butler and Doug Beard (baseball), Kim Gentry
(softball) and Jon Miller (basketball). 

A 1988 Alumni Satisfaction Survey yielded a
favorable report for the college. The results were:
94 percent were either satisfied or very satisfied
with the college at the time they graduated; 85
percent indicated they would attend Cleveland
State if they could start college again; 85 percent
indicated they were employed; 90 percent rated

the faculty as either good or excellent; and the
overwhelming majority believed the college had
contributed to their skills and adaptability. 

The survey, as well as other CSCC Alumni
Surveys through the years, indicated the major

reasons students chose Cleveland State were
location, cost, opportunity to work and attend
college, course offerings, academic reputation,
availability of financial aid and the advice of their
parents.
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t t                  t                  t t                     t t t2015
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program begins for
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JCommunity First Awards
program initiatedTimeline
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THIS AERIAL PHoTo shows the Cleveland State Community campus in 1983.
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From 1976 to 2008, Dr. Frank
McKenzie saw and did a lot at Cleveland
State Community College. 

He has been
instructor, department
chair, professor, assis-
tant dean for business
and economics, dean
of business and tech-
nology, and interim
vice president of
Academic Affairs. 

When he focused his
doctoral dissertation
on competencies need-
ed by deans and direc-
tors at community col-
leges, he didn’t realize
he would have a
chance to personally
implement the ideas
put forth in his thesis.

“I hadn’t considered
coming back to
Cleveland State,” Dr.
McKenzie said, “but
when the grant ended
under which I was working at the
University of Tennessee at Knoxville, I
was introduced to Dr. David Adkisson,
who was then president of CSCC. He said
how much he would pay me and hired me
on the spot.”

Since that day, the interview process at
Cleveland State has changed substantial-
ly, as has the institution as a whole.
Many notable changes came courtesy of
Dr. McKenzie.

From day one of his tenure with the
college, Dr. McKenzie was a strong advo-
cate for CSCC’s off-campus sites. When
not at the main Cleveland State campus,
you could find him in his car with a load

of books and applications, ready to

enroll new students and teach them in
Athens, Madisonville, or Vonore. 

His passion for the college’s off-campus
sites runs so deep that
when he returned to
CSCC for an encore
performance after
retirement, one of the
first things he did was
restart the Vonore pro-
gram that ceased in his
absence.

Much as Dr.
McKenzie is on the
move, he has a great
respect for the commu-
nity that Cleveland
State has built on the
main campus.
Throughout his time at
CSCC, Dr. McKenzie
insisted “CSCC was
always community-ori-
ented.” 

He went to great
lengths to reach out to
this community in

unique ways that have had a dramatic
effect on the Bradley County area. 

He helped create the Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) and intro-
duced Cleveland State to Advance, a flex-
ible scheduling option that has made
working through college more plausible
for more people.

“I’m most proud of what I did for the
five counties we serve, the Advance
scheduling program, and the SBDC,” Dr.
McKenzie said. However, he was fast to
admit he couldn’t have done any of it on
his own. “Whenever we accomplished
something,” he said, “I’d always say, ‘With
a little help from my friends.’ It’s my
motto.”

CSCC Legacy

Dr. Frank McKenzie — advocate 

for CSCC’s off-campus sites

CSCC in the 1990s
At the beginning of the decade, a statewide

higher education program, known as
“Tennessee Challenge 2000,” was developed
by the Tennessee Higher Education
Commission, the State Board of Regents and
the UTK board of trustees. Its purpose was to
develop long-term quantifiable goals to sup-
port quality instructional programs, with
assessments, to prepare students for the
future. 

Arliss Roaden, the executive director of

THEC, stated that, “As we move from a man-
ufacturing-industrial society to a service-
information society, the tangible and intangi-
ble benefits of having a good education will
steadily increase.”

A major college event in 1990 was the addi-
tion of a state-certified training site for law
enforcement officers. The official approval by
the commission of the state Police Officers

Photo courtesy of CSCC
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Standards Training, or POST, was announced
in a news conference jointly by Tennessee
Public Safety Commissioner Robert Lawson
and Cleveland State President Dr. James
Ford. Bradley County Sheriff Dan Gilley, a
member of the POST commission, played an
instrumental role in acquiring the site for the
college, as well as Lawson, who was also from
Bradley County. 

Walters State Community College had an
academy that served a portion of Northeast
Tennessee, and Dr. Ford, a former employee of
that college, contended Cleveland State would
be a convenient location for serving southeast-
ern Tennessee. The commissioner’s action
enabled law enforcement officers to receive the
same intensive eight-week training at Cleveland
State as at Donelson Training Academy in
Nashville. The college was one of 10 academies
in the state (others, in addition to Walters State,
were in the state’s major cities). 

The philosophy of the academy was to pro-
vide educated police officers to the community
by emphasizing principles of community
policing, modern police concepts and the
importance of community service.

In other campus news, the college began a
free tutorial service for students in all remedi-
al and developmental classes, 100 percent of
the Nursing graduates passed the Licensure
Exam (in 1990) and the Foundation office
announced, in 1991, that it had over $1.5 mil-
lion in assets and that total donations had
averaged $100,000 for the last 15 years. 

A trend adopted by many other colleges,
institutions and businesses, the college pro-
hibited smoking and the use of tobacco prod-
ucts indoors in all campus buildings. A few
years later, the college became completely
tobacco-free. A unique event was the creation
of a time capsule in 1992 in recognition of the
college’s 25th Anniversary. The capsule was
buried near the Student Center, and it will be
opened during the college’s 50th Anniversary
celebration in 2017. 

A major innovation during the decade was
the creation of the Dual Enrollment program.
Qualified juniors and seniors in high schools
were permitted to receive high school and col-
lege credit simultaneously. The program was
partially funded by local school boards, and
eligibility was based on student American
College Testing scores and student GPAs.
Fifty-six students enrolled in the program

when it became effective in fall 1994.
From 1985 through 1996, the college expe-

rienced several leadership changes. 
After Dr. Lane’s retirement, Ray Coleman

served as interim president for a few months
in 1985 (later, the campus auditorium was
named for him); Dr. James Ford was president
from 1986-93; Dr. Peter Consacro of TBR
served as interim president for a few months
in 1993; Dr. Owen Cargol was president from
1993-96; and Dr. Carl Hite became president
in 1996.      

During those years, the college received
good news from the results of the annual
Evaluation of Instruction Reports by THEC.
Cleveland State scored 92 out of a possible
100 points in 1995 (the state average score
was 89 in that year), and 97 out of 100 in
1998. As noted, the college had also achieved
perfect scores in 1987 and 1988. 

THEC ranked colleges on factors such as
student and alumni satisfaction, general and
subject area knowledge of graduates, peer
reviews and accreditation programs, and col-
leges were awarded annual “performance-
funding” money based on their scores. 

Other good news occurred when the
National Association of Industrial Technology
granted accreditation to the Industrial
Technology program. The visiting team was
obviously highly pleased with the college’s
report because the meeting lasted only five
minutes. The comment was made that this
could have been the shortest meeting in the

history of NAIT hearings. 
Other college initiatives were programs

and/or courses in Medical Office Assistant,
Solar Energy and Parenting. The MOA pro-
gram offered courses that enabled students to
assist doctors in patient examinations, lab
testing and administrative functions. The
Solar Energy Program eventually expanded
into a Construction Technology Concentration
that included, among others, courses in
Renewable Energy, PV Panel Installation,
Energy Efficient Residential Elements, Energy
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Dr. Carl Hite leads “Cleveland State Focus” on local television station WTNB during

the 1990s.
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2000-2016
The year 2000 featured weeklong visits

to the campus from the college’s counterparts
in Europe. Students and faculty from both
Cleveland College in Redcar, Great Britain,
and from Heinrich Schickhardt Schule in
Freudenstadt, Germany, arrived in February. 

The visitors were housed in the homes of
various faculty, staff and community mem-
bers. 

Among other things, the Redcar group
received training in robotics, toured several
sites such as M&M Mars and Olin
Corporation, made an overnight camping trip
to Big South Fork Recreational Area and
watched a soccer match at the Mouse Creek
facility. 

The German students studied environmen-
tal issues and business-related topics, and
visited the Electric Vehicle Information
Center, the Tennessee Aquarium, Santek
Environmental, the Bradley County Landfill,
Hamilton County Recycling, Duracell and the
Forest Service. 

Later in the year, six Cleveland State stu-
dents visited Cleveland College in Redcar.
They were  Aimee Ables, Allen Baeumel, Sara
Goforth, Nicholas Hawkins, Bianca Hudson
and Kristie Westfield. They were accompanied
by faculty members Richard Stevens, Ed
Rowlee and Denise King. 

They studied environmental issues and vis-
ited North Yorkshire Moors National Park,
Cleveland Potash Mine, Farne Island Bird
Sanctuary, Seal Sands, Marsden Bay Coastal
Walk, Darwin House, the British Museum and
the Natural History Museum. In 2013
Cleveland State concluded a third collabora-
tive agreement with EUC-Syd in Sonderberg,
Denmark.

The college continued to sponsor a vast
array of unique activities during the early
years of the 21st century. 

Examples of these were: The first Starship
Career Fair began in 2002 with approximately
1,000 eighth-graders in attendance, and with
representatives from 65 area businesses and
industries present; the first annual Latin
Night Celebration (organized by Associate
Professor Alejandra Hoffer) was conducted;
the inaugural “Dr. Seuss Day” (organized by

Suzanne Wood and the Childhood Education
Faculty and Students) was held in the cam-
pus library (in 2008, approximately 1,300
children attended a celebration of Dr. Seuss’s
50th birthday);  the first Multicultural Fair
was conducted; the first Environmental
Awareness Celebration occurred; and the first
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
Camp was held.

In 2001 the score of 93 on the
Performance Funding Evaluation of
Instruction Report earned the college an
award of $415,769. 

A few years later an economic impact study
indicated the college’s annual average contri-
bution to its five-county service area (over the
previous five years) was $36.9 million. 

A college “Fact Book,” prepared by Dr.
David Watts, the director of Institutional
Research and Assessment, indicated the total
number of graduates in all academic pro-
grams, from 1969 to 2001, was 9,702. 

In other economic-related news the campus
received a grant from the federal Department
of Labor to enhance the “Energy Efficient
Residential Construction Program,” a grant of
$150,000 from Wacker  to assist with an addi-
tion to the Technology Building (the $1.2 mil-
lion addition was completed in 2012); and a
grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture
to assist with the activities of the Business
Incubator. 

The grant from the Department of Labor
enabled the college to expand the Solar
Energy Program with a focus on Renewable
Energy and Photovoltaic Panel Installation. 

The college’s commitment to spreading
knowledge of the environment was evident
when it received several annual recognitions
as a “Tree Campus USA” from the Arbor Day
Foundation. Level 1 Arboretum status, for
example, was attained by identifying over 30
species of trees on the campus and assigning
placards of scientific names to them. 

The Environmental Awareness Fair contin-
ued as an annual event and the college’s sup-
port of good health was manifest in 2009
when the entire campus became “smoke-free.”
Under the leadership of Associate Professor
Susan Webb-Curtis, the college began to
stress the importance of service learning, and
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increased volunteering for community proj-
ects was the result. In 2012 the college hosted
a Service Learning Conference for eight
Tennessee community colleges.

In 21st century athletics, the college golf
team won back-to-back State and Regional
Championships and placed fourth in the
NJCAA in 2003 and third in 2004. Josh Coley,
Rickey Honeycutt, Holton Freeman and Tyler
Neff were named to the NJCAA All-American
Teams. 

Academic All-Americans were Andrew
Hogan and Holton Freeman in Golf, Jonathon
Martin, Josh Sullivan and Travis Lee in men’s
basketball and Andrew Smith in baseball. 

Since 2000 the college has continued to

excel academically. A “Quality Enhancement
Plan,” as a requirement of every college’s re-
accreditation procedure, was submitted to the
Southern Association titled “Student
Involvement: A Key to Learning.”  

The college was also selected by the
American Association of Community Colleges
to be part of the “Pathways Project” to help
students succeed. A major innovation that
drew national attention was a redesign of the
college’s mathematics curriculum. 

Associate Professor John Squires played an
instrumental role in procuring a grant for that
purpose, and other math faculty, such as
Associate Professor Karen Wyrick, assisted in
arranging the curriculum into “bite-sized”
modules to expedite student learning. 

The new approach to math instruction
earned the college the prestigious Bellwether

Award in 2009. The Bellwether Awards were
established to recognize outstanding pro-
grams at the forefront of innovation through-
out the United States and Canada. 

President Barack Obama mentioned
Cleveland State in a speech at the University
of Texas at Austin in 2010 when he said,
“There are community colleges like
Tennessee’s Cleveland State that are
redesigning remedial math courses and boost-
ing not only student achievement but also
graduation rates.” 

Examples of many other campus endeavors
and events since 2000 were: Dr. Carl Hite
retired as president (the Math and Science
Building was renamed for him), and Dr.
William Seymour succeeded him in 2014; a
new campus Innovation Center was opened;
the first Athletic Hall of Fame induction
occurred; the Small Business Development
Center hosted a Young Entrepreneur seminar;
an Aquaponics Lab was created; a college
partnership was formed with the Bradley
County School system’s GEAR UP program;
the first “Tennessee Promise” scholarship stu-
dents arrived on campus; the “College is for
Me” program, designed to provide information
to elementary students, began; an educational
partnership with the Cleveland Museum was
formed; the first annual “Community First
Awards” were presented to several area citi-
zens and events designed to celebrate the col-
lege’s 50th Anniversary were launched.

The results of the numerous Alumni
Satisfaction surveys throughout the years
indicate that Tennessee Valley residents were
highly pleased with their Cleveland State edu-
cation. 

The surveys also indicate students have
improved their skills and improved their qual-
ity of life. Equally significant has been the out-
standing economic support from the five-
county area which the college has served. 

From 1976 until 2015, the College
Foundation awarded 6,372 scholarships for a
total of $5,296,404. As of 2015, the
Foundation also had $5,013,113 in
Scholarship Endowment Funds. 

From its modest beginnings in a small
house on Broad Street, the college has made
impressive progress that includes eleven
major campus buildings, a steady enrollment
of 3,500 students, and a huge Endowment
Fund. Cleveland State is abundantly qualified
to remain a community educational leader for
another 50 years.  
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THE CLEVELAND STATE campus has received the designation of Tree Campus USA.

The campus first received the designation in 2010 and has repeated the honor for eight

years.
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CLEVELAND STATE collects food for the needy as one of its service-learning projects.

The first employee hired by Cleveland State
President David F. Adkisson was Dr. George
L. Mathis, principal of Brainerd High School. 

In his role as dean of stu-
dents, Mathis immediately
began touring area high
schools to recruit students. 

Mathis had worked at
high schools in Chattanooga
and Knoxville prior to World
War II. After returning from
his wartime service in the
Navy, he served as a coach,
a teacher and an athletic
director at Chattanooga
High School. 

He later served at various
times as principal of Hardy
Junior High School, Elbert
Long School and Brainerd
High School. 

While recruiting for
Cleveland State, his stan-
dard comment was, “If you
want to go to college, see me,
and I’ll see that you have the
opportunity to get an education at Cleveland
State.”  

His efforts were instrumental in attracting
large numbers of students to the campus in
the formative years of the college.

Mathis played a leading role in the estab-
lishment of a permanent scholarship endow-

ment fund by the College Foundation. 
He was one of the original members of the

Hiwassee Mental Health Association, served
on the board of “HERMES”
(an association to assist
mentally disabled people
now known as Life Bridges),
was a member of the Title
XX Human Services Region
3 Advisory Board, a trustee
of Moccasin Bend
Psychiatric Hospital, a
member of Kiwanis, a mem-
ber of the American Legion,
a member of the Elks Club
and a member of City
Farmers. 

In addition, he was past
president of the Brainerd
Kiwanis Club and lieu-
tenant governor of the
Division III Kentucky-
Tennessee District of
Kiwanis. 

Mathis retired on June
30, 1976. He was honored

with a surprise retirement party and by the
news the Student Center would be named for
him by the State Board of Regents. 

He continued to support the college after
retirement, and for a few years he continued
working as the director of public relations for
the Johnston Coca-Cola Bottling Company.

CSCC Legacy

Dr. George Mathis had prominent 

role in Cleveland State growth

Burgers and Badges luncheon slated
Cleveland State is planning several events

during the year to commemorate and cele-
brate its 50th year. The next event will be
Burgers and Badges First Responders
Appreciation Luncheon. It is planned for
Sept. 27,  11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

This luncheon will honor the community’s
first responders who put their lives on the
line for  others each and every day.  

The event will be held in the south parking

lot of the George R. Johnson Cultural
Heritage Center. 

If it rains the event will be moved inside
of the building.  First responders will  be
treated to lunch, others may purchase
lunch for $5.  

This event is made possible by a generous
donation by Alvin Word, Tasteful Gatherings
and Don Johnson.   

For more information  call 423-614-8750.



After a 38-year career at Cleveland State,
Dr. Spencer Culbreth culminated his experi-
ence at CSCC in writing a book on the col-
lege’s history.

After earning his doctorate degree in his-
tory from Middle Tennessee State
University, Dr. Culbreth had three job offers
on the table. 

After much consideration, he headed to
Cleveland State Community College in
1971.

“I liked teaching and discovered that at a
community college, you could be more cre-
ative and innovative than at a four-year
school,” Dr. Culbreth said. 

“Community colleges were new at the time
and were therefore more willing to experi-
ment and try new things.”

During his time at Cleveland State, he

won the Outstanding Faculty Award, sat in
on a Board of Regents meeting in Nashville,
was an instructor and professor, chaired the
Humanities Department, was named assis-
tant dean and then dean of Humanities and
Social Sciences, and was vice president for
Academic Affairs.

With all those experiences, those he cher-
ishes most took place in the classroom. 

He said he wishes there was a greater
emphasis today on political and economic
history in order to better understand what
is happening in the world today; however,
he’s enthusiastic about the move to get stu-
dents more involved in their own learning.

A firm believer in community college, he
was eating lunch with then-President Dr.
Carl Hite, who asked if he’d considered writ-
ing a history of Cleveland State. 

Dr. Culbreth had indeed considered the
task, and Dr. Hite’s encouragement was all
he needed. He began digging through old
Cherokee Signals, newsletters, and other
historical documents. Five years later, the
book headed to the printer and is now avail-
able for purchase.

“I was astounded by how many programs
we had to help students learn — from tutor-

ing to the tons of things Student Services
provides,” Dr. Culbreth said. 

“I hope that when people read the book,
they realize how important CSCC has been
to the community. I want readers to realize
how we at Cleveland State have gone the
extra mile to help students achieve their
goals and improve their standard of living
and quality of life.”

Interested in learning more about
Cleveland State Community College’s exten-
sive history? Dr. Culbreth’s book, “Memories
of Cleveland State Community College:
1967-2016,” is available on Amazon.com.
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CSCC Legacy

Norma Davis 

was never 

limited by title
One month before Cleveland State

Community College opened its doors in
1967, Norma Davis was in need of work.
When given a chance at Cleveland State, a
love affair with the college began in
earnest. In the end, CSCC got the better
end of the bargain — but don’t tell Davis
that.

“I told Dr. David Adkisson, who was
president at the time, that I would give it
the best I have and when I feel I have
nothing left to give or have outlasted my
usefulness, I would be the first to know,”
Davis said. “Then I went to work.”

One of Davis’ first tasks was to assist
Jim Cigliano, who was then director of
Admissions, with registration. 

Cigliano and Davis worked  to get stu-
dents registered at the newly founded col-
lege and lined up for classes. 

Some nights, Davis wouldn’t get home
from work until 4 in the morning, only to
return to work four hours later.

Norma doesn’t know how she survived,
but she did. That same dedication showed
itself over the next 35 years, as Davis
thrived on helping others, day in and day
out. 

Whether in her role as stenographer,
clerk-typist, or secretary to dean of
Student Affairs or Athletics/Student
Activities, Davis never let her title limit
her.

She was a cheerleading sponsor, worked
with student hosts, helped new students
find their way around campus, and made
hot dogs that were so good they came to be
known as “Norma Dogs.” 

Even when she’d been with the college
for many years, she would often be on
campus at 4 a.m., cooking breakfast for
high schoolers staying at the college for
athletic tournaments.

This dedication and selfless giving is
why CSCC bestows a Norma Davis Service
Scholarship and Norma Davis Student
Activity Service Award to deserving stu-
dents. 

To this day, Davis’ immense love of
CSCC is evident, as she recommends
Cleveland State to everyone looking for a
quality, affordable education close to
home. And don’t expect that to change any
time soon. 

“I grew up here. My kids grew up here,
and they all attended Cleveland State,”
Davis said. “And it makes me feel wonder-
ful that my grandchildren are attending
Cleveland State and my great-grandchil-
dren will.”

Photo courtesy of CSCC

For her dediCation to Cleveland State Community College, a walkway, a scholar-

ship and a service award have been named for Norma Davis, who worked at the college for

35 years.  

FOUNDATION

From page 18

n New Building Master Plan: Total of
$1.5 million to secure $15 million from
state for new building on the Cleveland
campus.

n New site in Athens:  Total of $2 million
over five years.

n New site in Monroe County:  Total of
$1 million over five years.

n New Classroom and Laboratory
Equipment:  Total of $0.5 million over five
years.

n Grants: Total of $3 million over five
years for targeted projects and programs.

Ways to Give

There are many ways to give to the CSCC
Foundation. Whether using cash, check, or
credit card to give a one-time, monthly, or
yearly contribution, giving to the
Foundation is convenient and easy. 

When you’re ready to help CSCC keep up
with the changing face of education and
change the lives of students who will have
a lasting impact on our community, con-
tact the Foundation at 423-478-6206.

Or send your tax-deductible donation to:
Cleveland State Community College
Foundation, 3535 Adkisson Drive,
Cleveland TN 37312

To learn more about including the
Foundation in your estate planning, call
the Foundation at 423-478-6206. 
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Star Residential Ratings and Ground Sourced
HVAC. The Parenting course often became a
court-mandated course in divorce-related and
other judicial cases involving parenting skills. 

The college’s programs in Social Work and
Human Services also expanded in the 1990s.
Enrollments in courses such as Social Welfare,
Substance Abuse, Aging in America and Elder
Care, The Family Experience, Crisis and
Mental Health and Social Welfare Policy and
Programs grew in popularity. A unique event
for the college was the introduction of its first
internet course. 

In 1996, Associate Professors Pam Brune
and Dale Yates embraced the new technology
with their team-taught course in Business
Applications on Microcomputers and later Dr.
Ken Adcock, Business Management professor,
taught Supervisory Management by computer.

During the 1990s the Cleveland State
Debate team, coached by Speech Professor Dr.
Sally Snider, was highly successful. The teams
competed against both universities and com-
munity colleges, and occasionally Cleveland
State was the only community college team
represented in debates with universities. 

Most universities brought more than one
team with them to the debates and Cleveland
State students generally competed against
their peers. Cleveland State teams performed
remarkably well during several debates by
defeating teams in preliminary rounds from
Southeast Louisiana, Tennessee Tech,
Vanderbilt, Middle Tennessee State and
Alabama. 

In 1998-99, the Cross-Examination Debate
Association ranked Cleveland State’s team
first in the region and seventh nationally
among two-year colleges. The National Debate
Topic Association ranked Cleveland State third
in the nation among two-year colleges. 

Kesha Webb was selected as a CEDA
Academic All-American Debate Scholar and
Tameka Philips was named to the All-
American Debate Squad of CEDA. The col-
lege’s Phi Theta Kappa Chapter (an interna-
tional student honor society) also excelled dur-
ing the decade. For several years, the faculty
adviser was Associate Professor of Psychology
Patricia Bishop (assisted by Associate
Professor of Communication David Suttles,
and Media Specialist Larry Burns). 

Often the chapter won numerous awards at
the Regional Conferences, as well as at
International Conferences. In 1997, at the

International Convention in Dallas, the college
chapter won a Distinguished Chapter Award.
This was awarded to only the top 25 chapters
out of 1,300 (Cleveland State was ranked
13th). The next year the chapter was fourth
runner-up for the same award. 

Outstanding students in PTK were:  Dinah
Fleming, Tanya Hall, Angie Wilcox, Rebecca
Didona, Vickie Jones, Lacey Kramer, Matthew
Amick, Kathy Tores, Joshua Bishop, Rebecca
Bishop, Melanie Behling, Matt Rasmussen,
Amy Renner, DeAnna Wilson and Marisa
Poplin. 

The college’s Students in Free Enterprise
group also performed well throughout its his-
tory. In its first year, the club was named rook-
ie team of the year at a regional conference in
Atlanta. 

In an effort to strengthen performance fund-
ing requirements, the State Board of Regents
implemented an academic accountability
measure known as a General Transfer
Academic Review. Out-of-state evaluators were
invited to assess college transfer programs and
all course syllabi. Another accountability
measure for performance funding was a
requirement that all colleges adopt the ACT
College Outcome Measure Program test as a
means for assessing graduating students’
skills. 

The college’s director of Student
Development, Dr. Michael Stokes, noted the
ACT COMP exam was different from the ACT
assessment that many students completed
prior to enrolling in college. The COMP exam
was designed to test a student’s skills and
knowledge in six areas: communicating, solv-
ing problems, clarifying values, functioning
within social institutions, using science and
technology and using the arts. It was designed
to test a student’s ability to apply “acquired”
knowledge to situations rather than simply
test a student’s recall of facts. 

In other news, Cleveland State was named
the college of first choice for the Tellico
Education Consortium located near Vonore. If
a business needed a course that Cleveland
State could not provide, then the community
colleges of Roane State or Pellissippi State had
an opportunity to deliver the course. 

The college worked closely with Ron
Hammontree, director of the Tennessee
Reservoir Development Agency, in teaching
courses for the Tellico, Madisonville and
Vonore areas. Hammontree played an instru-
mental role in assisting with the recruitment
of students and employees and the adminis-
tration of off-campus sites. Valuable leader-

ship and administrative coordination was also
supplied by Pam Price, Patricia Weaver and
Michelle Jenkins. 

Meanwhile, the college expanded its hori-
zons by joining with colleges in Great Britain
and Germany in offering exchange programs.
The initial exchange visits were with Cleveland
College in Redcar, England, and later, an
agreement was concluded with Heinrich
Schickhardt Shule in Freudenstadt,
Germany. 

In athletics, Coach Steve Longley’s baseball

teams won both the State and Region
Championships three years in a row (1990-
1992). The 1990 baseball team was ranked
4th in the nation in the NJCAA’s end of season
rankings. The 1990 and 1991 tennis teams
were State and Region champions both years. 

The 1990 team was coached by Bob Taylor
and the 1991 team by interim coach David
Boatwright. Demetrius Morgan (men’s basket-
ball) and Brad Weir (baseball) were named to
NJCAA All-American Teams during the
decade.
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THIS PHOTO SHOwS some of the 1990s students in line for their graduation ceremony.
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�e Next 50 Years

|
Sponsored by the Cleveland State Foundation and the First Tennessee Bank Foundation

As we take the time to celebrate the past 50 years of service to the 
community, we also look forward to the next 50 years of providing 

a quality education and open access for the people of Bradley, 
McMinn, Meigs, Monroe and Polk counties. We have a lot of 

exciting things in store for the community, so stay tuned for our 
yearlong series of events to commemorate our 50th Anniversary. 
You are invited to celebrate with us! We look forward to seeing 

what the future will hold, but one thing remains the same—

Cleveland State is the college that always puts the community �rst.
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