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A special feature of your Cleveland Daily Banner

Tennessee offers a sales tax holiday on
the last Friday in July. This allows par-
ents and guardians to purchase much-
needed items for their youngsters as they
prepare to go back to school.

However, it is not just for school shop-
ping. Anyone purchasing eligible items
during this period in Tennessee will be
able to reap the benefits of no sales tax.

The sales tax-free holiday begins at
12:01 a.m. on Friday, July 28, and ends
at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, July 30. 

What items are exempt from sales tax?
The general exempt items are clothing
with a price of $100 or less per item;
school and school art supplies with a
price of $100 or less per item; and com-

puters with a price of $1,500 or less per
item.

Items on the clothing list include
shirts, dresses, pants, coats, gloves and
mittens, hats and caps, hosiery, neckties,
belts, sneakers, shoes, uniforms (athletic
and non-athletic), and scarves. 

These clothing items can include
bathing suits, aprons, bowling shirts,
bridal gowns and veils, camp clothing,
choir and altar clothing, clerical vest-
ments, coats, cowboy boots, lingerie,
gym suits, hooded shirts, T-shirts, baby
clothes, baby diapers, sweatshirts and
more.

Not included in the clothing line
exemption are accessories, protective

equipment and sports or recreational
equipment. Belt buckles, patches,
emblems and sewing equipment that
become clothing are also excluded from
the exemption.

School supplies included on the list are
binders, books, backpacks, crayons,
paper, pens, pencils and rulers. This also
includes glue, index cards, blackboard
chalk, writing tables, workbooks, cello-
phane tape, calculators and more.

Art supply glazes, clay, paints, drawing
pads and artist brushes are also tax
exempt.

Supplies that are usually together can-
not be split up to stay beneath the $100
threshold. 

Computers eligible for the tax-free
exemption include those listed at $1,500
or less. This includes laptops, tablets,
iPads, etc. They have to be for personal
use, not for business use. 

Items that are still taxable include key-
boards and monitors (when not sold
with a CPU), storage media (flash drives
and compact discs), individually pur-
chased software, video games, computer
printers and supplies, cellphones and
electronic readers.

A complete list of items receiving
exemption from sales taxes July 28
through July 30 may be found at
www.tn.gov/revenue/article/sales-tax-
holiday.

Tennessee sales tax-free holiday begins on July 28
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IN ANTICIPATION OF the new school year, Nahala Hill hopscotches through the world of reading, excited at the promise of new worlds to
explore.



By ALLEN MINCEY
Staff Writer

If you walk into a school in
Cleveland or Bradley County, you
are liable to see someone in a law
enforcement uniform.

It is not that this person is at
the school because of a crime or
other incident. Instead they’re
there to provide safety to the stu-
dents, if needed, and show them
that police can be their friends.

Each of the Bradley County
Schools and the Cleveland City
Schools have school resource offi-
cers. Bradley County Sheriff Eric
Watson and Cleveland Police
Chief Mark Gibson recently
explained how important SROs
are to the schools and their stu-
dents.

“The main purpose of our
agency’s school resource officer
program is to create a safe learn-
ing environment for children
within every school encompassed
within Bradley County,” said
Watson. “The 17 officers ... within
this specialized unit have positive
interactions with students during
their daily studies, which often
results in children viewing our
deputies as role-models.”

“Our school resource officers
are vital in the day-to-day opera-
tions of our school system,”
Gibson added. “The safety and
security of the schools and chil-
dren are first priority. However,
the impact, through relationships,
these officers make on the lives of
their students will play an impor-
tant role in laying the foundation
for future generations.

Officer April Ratcliff serves as a
SRO at Blythe-Bower Elementary.
She said she enjoys being with the
students there, and letting them
know early that police are not just
those who write tickets and make
arrests, but someone they can
look up to and talk to about prob-
lems they may be having.

“This will be my 13th year as a
school resource officer, and when
I started, I had all six of the ele-
mentary schools. When (the CPD)
got a grant, they were able to split
it so I got three and another offi-
cer got three, and we have been
blessed that we have the grants

and funding so we can have an
officer at every school,” she
explained. “We are there to make
sure the building is secure, and
that the kids are cared for and
looked out for.

“There will be times when we
have students come to us when
they have issues at home or with
bullying they are going through,
and we are really there to help
them out,” Ratcliff said. “The real-
ly good thing about being an SRO
is that we see the kids every day
for the whole school year, and you
get to know them and know their
families, and they start to feel
comfortable when they have
issues.”

She said that SROs also gain a
strong relationship with the
school principals and counselors.

“I think that all of us feel that
we have made a difference,”
Ratcliff said. “And anytime you
work with children, it is just so
rewarding.”

Along with Ratcliff, other SROs
for the Cleveland Police
Department include Bobby Ruth
at E.L. Ross Elementary, Kody
Fox at Stuart Elementary, Mike
Harris at Mayfield Elementary,
Mike Kelly at the Denning Center,
Richie Tanksley at Arnold
Elementary, Julius Porter at
Cleveland Middle, John Milen at
Yates Primary, and Officers Brian
Montgomery and Sgt. Mike Moses
at Cleveland High.

“Our school resource officers
provided by the Cleveland Police
Department are invaluable,” said
Dr. Russell Dyer, director of
Cleveland City Schools. “They pro-
vide not just a sense of security to
our students, staff, and families,
but also they serve as mentors and
positive role models.  I appreciate
all they contribute each day to
ensuring our focus is on student
learning.”

All of the Bradley County
Schools also have SROs in place,
some of whom have even more
duties than the city schools’ SROs.
Many of the 16 officers also serve
with traffic control, along with
their duties inside the school.

Robby Hair, SRO at
Bradley Central High,
said “every day is a little

different,” starting with
bus duty at the cafeteria,
meeting with at least one
of the principals to make
sure everything is taken
care of from the previous
day, and dealing with
discipline issues.

He said that as with
older juveniles, when
groups get together dis-
agreements can lead to
fights, but hopefully, his
being there helps quell
such issues. He also sees
that some look at him
with a respect that leads
them in a certain direc-
tion.

“We are building a lot of these
kids’ futures,” said Robby Hair,
SRO at Bradley Central. “One of
the best feelings that I have is that
there are some deputies working
(with the BCSO) now that were
students of mine, and that is a
good feeling to see them as an
officer.”

Michael Lee, SRO at Valley
View Elementary, said each school
has its own issues, and elementary
schools have different events than

high schools.
“Elementary school is great —

you’re still the hero, their mentor,
and the kids love to see you and
will give you a high five or a fist
pump, and some want to hug you,
even when they see you off duty,”
Lee said. “And on every Friday,
we celebrate that we have finished
a week with a dance party before
the kids. I get to dance with
them.”

He said that he makes rounds
in the school, and sometimes he
reads to the students and even
goes to the playground with them.

John Davis, SRO at Prospect
Elementary, said being with the
children at the school is rewarding
to him.

“I think being an SRO in an ele-
mentary school helps me to make
an impact in someone’s life. My
goal is to be a good guy to these
kids,” Davis said. “It’s funny how
you can get some attached to
some of these kids.”

Lt. Julie Quinn, an SRO at
Bradley Central but who is also on
call to go to other schools when
necessary, reminded that being a
mentor, and a hero, is great, but

the SROs have specif-

ic duties. “Our major duty is the
safety and security of that school
building and those students and
faculty,” Quinn said.

Walker Valley High School SRO
Angie Whittemore added the offi-
cers are there to help ease any
concerns when schools experience
“lockdowns” for specific reasons.
WVHS, being near two chemical
plants (Olin and Lonza), has had
to close the school and keep stu-
dents inside when industrial con-
cerns have become apparent, and
while these are few, it is good to
have an SRO there to help with
student control.

Whittemore agreed with others
that while she did not get into law
enforcement to be an SRO, “it is
the most rewarding thing that I
have ever done.”

Dr. Linda Cash, Bradley County
School director, said she appreci-
ates the work done by the SROs.

“They are an integral part of our
school community for student and
family support,” Cash said. “We
appreciate the SROs for sharing
their expertise on developing rela-
tionships among officers and
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 WACKER POLYSILICON North America wishes 
 everyone a safe and fun school year!

 Welcome
 Back To 
 School!

SROs help provide safe learning environment
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Lisa Earby and
Cleveland
Police
Department
School
Resource
Officer Bobby
Ruth discuss
preparations
for the school
year.
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SIXTEEN OFFICERS with the Bradley County Sheriff ’s Office serve as
school resource officers in the area.  Among those SROs are, from left, Michael Lee
(Valley View Elementary School), Angie Whittemore (Walker Valley High School),
Lt. Julie Quinn (Bradley Central High School) and Robby Hair (Bradley Central
High School), along with Patrol Capt. Wayne White.

Reuse the News
Recycle this newspaper

First day of classes at
Bowman Hills is Aug. 8

Registration is
Tuesday, Aug. 1, from 5
to 7  p.m. at Bowman
Hills School, according
to Matt Korp, principal.

The first day of classes
will be Tuesday, Aug. 8.
The class hours are 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The school is located
at 300 Westview Drive
in Cleveland. It is a min-
istry of the Bowman
Hills Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

Bowman Hills School
is a Christ-centered,
nurturing, and “family-
feel” school that has
been serving the
Cleveland community
for more than 40 years. 

The pre-K through
eighth-grade program
maintains a high aca-
demic standard in a
developmentally appro-
priate framework. 

Music and fine arts
are integrated through-
out the curriculum, and

the concert band is out-
standing. 

Teachers at Bowman
Hills School maintain
certification and attend
staff development that
keeps them up to date
with the latest trends in
education. 

Every child is consid-
ered a gift from God,
and instruction is indi-
vidualized to meet their
needs. 

Check us out on the
web, Facebook, or call
423-476-6014.

See SROS, Page D3



Members of the Bradley Ccounty
Board of Education are:

1st District — Nancy Casson
2nd District — Vicki Beaty
3rd District — Ted Bryson
4th District — Dianna Calfee
5th District — Rodney Dillard 

– chairman
6th District — Amanda Lee

7th District — Jerry Frazier 
– vice chairman

Meetings are held in the board room
of the Bradley County Schools adminis-
trative office at 800 South Lee
Highway. Upcoming meetings include
a work session on Tuesday, Aug. 8, and
a voting session on Thursday, Aug. 10.
Both start at 5:30 p.m.  

Families, 
Welcome back to

school. One of the
best days of the year
is the first day stu-
dents arrive. It is a
new beginning for
everyone and a major
goal of the District is
promoting the value
of attendance. 

We start teaching
on the first day, so we
want to encourage
every family to be in school from the
first day. Why be there on the first
day? The excitement, the contact
with friends and teachers, but most
of all developing a value for being
present is critical. 

Why is it so important for every
student to attend every day during
the first week of school? Because
research shows that strong student

attendance is a critical
component of making
sure students succeed
in school. And the
expectation of strong
attendance is necessary
for creating great
school experiences.

Expectations are
clear; we expect stu-
dents to develop a posi-
tive work ethic related
to attendance. Students
who are at school have

a greater success rate overall. So
come join us and celebrate
“Growing Students and Building
Futures.”

We look forward to seeing you on
the first day!

— Dr. Linda Cash
Director of Bradley 

County Schools
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communities in order to help us balance
the learning environment with the trauma
in student's lives as well as providing us
with support on our safety planning
teams. Our SRO officers, along with the
Sheriff’s Office, play a vital role in the suc-
cess of our schools.”

Watson reminded that the SROs also
participate in the DARE programs in the

county elementary schools.
“One of the most satisfying programs

the Sheriff’s Office has in every elemen-
tary school is DARE, which is offered to
all fifth-graders before they transition into
middle school.”

Those serving as SROs for the Bradley
County Schools include Quinn and Hair at
BCHS, Lee at Valley View Elementary,
Whittemore at WVHS, Davis at Prospect
Elementary, Sgt. Mitchell Roe at Hopewell
Elementary, and Deputies Richard Allman
at Park View Elementary, Tony Moore at
Ocoee Middle, Darren Miller at Oak Grove
Elementary, Paul Silveira at Charleston
Elementary, Shaun McKee at Taylor
Elementary, Tim Myers at Black Fox
Elementary, Ryan Beasley at GOAL
Academy, Marcus Cochran at Lake Forest
Middle, Aubrey Rominger at Michigan
Avenue Elementary, Paul Allen at North
Lee and Kolby Duckett at Waterville
Community Elementary.

SROs
From Page D2

Bradley County students return to school Aug. 4

The Bradley CounTy Schools system office is located at 800 South
Lee Highway.

Director of Schools: 
Dr. Linda Cash 

Bradley County
Schools

800 South Lee
Highway

Cleveland TN 37311
Phone: 423-476-0620

Fax: 423-476-0485

Bradley County Schools
consists of 17 different
schools, including 11 ele-
mentary schools, two
middle schools, two high
schools, an alternative
school and a virtual
school. 

According to data from
the school system,
approximately 10,209
students were attending
those schools at the
beginning of the 2016-17
school year. 

Students return to
school for the 2017-18
year on Friday, Aug. 4. 

We Believe: 
By inspiring excellence,

all students will realize
their worth and potential.
By inspiring excellence in
learning, all students will
be college and career
ready. By providing an
academically rigorous
and relevant education,
all students will excel. By
becoming a leader, all
students will develop
character and confi-
dence.” 

Vision Statement: 
“Growing Students —

Building Futures” 

Bradley County Board of Education 

Mission

Statement: 

“The mission of
the Bradley County

Schools system 
is to 

provide an 
educational

opportunity for
every student to

excel.”

We’re online!

Check us out:

www.cleveland

banner.com



Bradley County Schools stu-
dents will begin the new school
year on Friday, Aug. 4, which will
be an abbreviated day. The first
full day of classes will be the fol-
lowing Monday. 

Many county schools have
scheduled orientation events to
help parents and students to kick
off the new year. 

Parents who have not yet regis-
tered their students for school are
encouraged to contact the schools
for which their students are
zoned. 

Black Fox Elementary 

Principal: Dr. Kim Fisher
3119 Varnell Road
Cleveland TN 37311
423-478-8800 
http://blackfox-

es.bradleyschools.org/

The school will have its annual
“Meet and Greet Day” Monday,
July 31. That morning, teachers
and staff will be going door to
door to greet registered students
at their homes. That afternoon,
from 4 to 6, the school will host
an event were students can stop
by to meet their teachers, drop off
school supplies and more. 

Bradley Central High 

Principal: Todd Shoemaker
1000 South Lee Highway
Cleveland TN 37311
423-476-0650
http://bradleycentralhigh.tn.bc

h.schoolinsites.com 

Orientations for upperclassmen
take place Wednesday, July 26. 

Upperclassmen students are
asked to stop by during the fol-
lowing times based on their
grades: 

12th grade — 8 to 10 a.m., 
11th grade — 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.,

and 
10th grade — 1 to 3 p.m. 

Freshmen orientation is
Thursday, July 27. Freshmen are
asked to stop by during the fol-
lowing times based on their last
names: A-L — 8 to 10 a.m. and M-
Z — 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

There will be meetings for par-
ents of ninth-graders that day at 9

a.m. and 11 a.m. Parents may
attend either meeting. 

Bradley County 

Virtual School

Principal: Dr. Sherry
Shroyer

301 Keith Street, Suite 10
Cleveland TN 37311
423-464-3251 

http://www.bradleycountyvirtu-
alschool.org/

Open enrollment has ended for
the 2017-18 school year. 

An orientation for already-reg-
istered students and their families
will be held Tuesday, Aug. 1, at
6:30 p.m. in the Bradley Central
High School cafeteria. 

Charleston Elementary 

Principal: Candice Belt
8797 Hiwassee Street
Charleston, TN 37310
423-336-2232 

http://charleston.tn.bce.schoolin-
sites.com/

The school will host a “Back to
School Bash” on Thursday, Aug.
3, at 6 p.m. During this event, stu-
dents can see their classrooms,
meet their teachers and drop off
their supplies. 

A meeting for parents of
kindergarten students is sched-
uled for Friday, Aug. 4, at 8 a.m.

GOAL Academy

Principal: Kyle Page
209 Sunset Drive
Cleveland TN 37312
423-476-0699
http://goal-

hs.bradleyschools.org/

Contact the school for informa-
tion on registration and any ori-
entation events. 

Hopewell Elementary 

Principal: Tim Riggs
5350 Freewill Road NW
Cleveland TN 37312 
423-478-8802
http://hopewell-

es.bradleyschools.org/

A “Parent Fair” and teacher
meetings for kindergarten
through second-grade students
will take place Thursday, Aug. 3. 

An additional event for those
with students in grades 3-5 is set
for Tuesday, Aug. 8. 

The Aug. 3 schedule is as fol-
lows: first grade — Parent Fair 5
to 5:30 p.m. and teacher meetings
at 5:30 p.m.; kindergarten —
Parent Fair 5:30 to 6 p.m. and
teacher meetings at 6 p.m.; sec-
ond grade — Parent Fair 6 to 6:30
p.m. and teacher meetings at 6:30
p.m. 

The Aug. 8 schedule is: third
grade — Parent Fair 5 to 5:30
p.m. and teacher meetings at 5:30
p.m.; fourth grade — Parent Fair
5:30 to 6 p.m. and teacher meet-
ings at 6 p.m.; fifth grade —
Parent Fair 6 to 6:30 p.m. and
teacher meetings at 6:30 p.m.

Lake Forest Middle School

Principal: Ritchie
Stevenson

610 Kile Lake Road
Cleveland TN 37323
423-478-8821
http://lakeforest-

ms.bradleyschools.org/

Seventh and eighth-grade stu-
dents will be able to visit the
school and pick up their schedules
on Wednesday, Aug. 2, between 1
and 6 p.m. Seventh-grade stu-

dents should take copies of their
immunization records. 

A sixth-grade orientation will
take place Thursday, Aug. 3, at 6
p.m. 

Michigan Avenue

Elementary School

Principal: Robbie Winters
188 Michigan Avenue School

Road
Cleveland TN 37323
423-478-8807 
http://michiganavenue-

es.bradleyschools.org/

The school will have its annual
“Orientation Night” on Monday,
July 31. 

Kindergarten, second-grade
and fourth-grade students will
have orientation in the gym at 4
p.m. First-graders, third-graders
and fifth-graders can report to the
gym at 6 p.m. 

This is an opportunity for stu-
dents and their families to meet
teachers, get their afternoon pick-
up card, drop off supplies and
more. 

North Lee Elementary 

Principal: Dana Yost
205 Sequoia Drive
Cleveland TN 37312
423-478-8809
http://northlee-

es.bradleyschools.org/
Contact the school for informa-

tion on registration and any ori-
entation events. 

Oak Grove Elementary 

Principal: Buck Watson
400 Durkee Road SE
Cleveland TN 37323
423-478-8812 
http://oakgrove-es.bradley

schools.org/

“Parent Night” meetings will
take place Thursday, Aug. 3. The
meetings will be at the following
times, based on the students’
grades: kindergarten and first
grade — 5 to 5:40 p.m.; second
grade — 5:40 to 6:20 p.m.; third
and fourth grade — 6:20 to 7
p.m.; and fifth grade — 7 to 7 p.m.
Parents will meet in their stu-
dents’ assigned classrooms. 

Ocoee Middle School

Principal: Ron Spangler
2250 North Ocoee Street
Cleveland TN 37311
423-476-0630
http://ocoeemiddle.tn.bcm.sch

oolinsites.com/

An open house for seventh and
eighth-grade students will take
place Tuesday, Aug. 1, from 1 to
4:30 p.m. Students should report
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Bradley County schools 
plan orientations, events

Basic Bradley school system supply lists
See ORIENTATONS, Page D5

Bradley County students work together on a project.

As the first day for
Bradley County Schools
nears, parents are being
encouraged to make sure
their students have the
supplies they need for
the coming year. 

The school system has
three standard supply
lists for the 2017-18
school year — one for
elementary school, one
for middle school and
one for high school. One
should, however, check
with each student’s
teacher(s) to see whether
or not any additional
supplies are needed. 

Elementary School
List

• Backpack (without
wheels)

• #2 pencils (2 packs)
Ticonderoga

• 24 count Crayola
crayons

• Safety scissors
• Glue sticks
• Liquid glue

• Pack of cap erasers
(upper grades)

• Large pink erasers
(lower grades)

• Wide-ruled loose leaf
paper (2 packs) (upper
grades)

• First grade — 5/8”
ruling writing paper
tablet

• Second grade — 1.5”
ruling writing pad

• Folders with pockets
(4) multi-colored

• Spiral notebooks,
wide-ruled

• Pencil pouch 

Middle School List 
• #2 pencils
• Black or blue pens  
• Wide-ruled loose-

leaf paper  
• 2” [spine] 3-ring

binder
• Pencil pouch
• Dividers (8 pack)
• 1 pack colored pen-

cils
• 3x5” lined note cards
• 1 pack colored print-

er paper
• 1 pack hole rein-

forcements
• Hand-held pencil

sharpener
• Glue sticks
• 1 pack Original Expo

markers — chisel tip
• Markers
• Scissors 

High School List
• #2 pencils
• Red, black or blue

pens
• Highlighters — vari-

ous colors
• Spiral notebook  
• Wide-ruled loose-

leaf paper  
• Composition note-

book
• Post-it notes
• Graph paper
• 1 pack colored print-

er paper
• 2-pocket folders with

prongs
• 2” 3-ring binder
• Pencil pouch
• Dividers (8 pack)

• 1 pack colored pen-
cils

• Expo markers —
chisel tips

• Skinny Expo dry-
erase markers

• Sharpies
• Eraser for white-

board
• 3x5” lined note cards 

Leaders of many coun-
ty schools say they have
community partners
helping them secure sup-
plies for students from
low-income families.
Families who cannot
afford their school sup-
plies are encouraged ask
their individual schools’
leaders if any such help
is available.



A ministry of
Shenandoah
Baptist Church,
Shenandoah
Baptist Academy is
a K5 (age 5)
through 12th-grade
school.

It's not too late to
register your
youngster for
Shenandoah
Baptist Academy's
program.
Registration is
underway.

The first day of
school will be on Aug.
15. There is a 9 a.m.
start time.

On Aug. 14, a manda-
tory student/parent ori-
entation will be held at
6:30 p.m.

Shenandoah Baptist
Academy is located at
138 Osment Road S.E.

Isaac Davis is the
administrator of SBC as
well as music director
at Shenandoah Baptist
Church.

“Our mission is to
provide a high-quality,
comprehensive aca-
demic program in a lov-
ing, Christian environ-
ment. The academy is
dedicated to work
alongside the parent in

training each child in
the way that they should

go,” Davis noted.
“Realizing that God

deserves our best, our
teachers and students
strive for excellence
spiritually, physically,
and mentally,” accord-
ing to the school’s
website.

The priority the
school uses to train its
students is spiritually,
academically, classi-
cally with music and
arts and physically. 

For more informa-
tion on the schools call

423-339-0992  or go to
www.sbcministries.com.
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 What Our Parents Are Saying...
 “Staff is nurturing, caring,
 and very understanding!”

 “Cleveland’s best kept secret!”

 Bobby and Angie Ledford,  Owners
 (423) 472-9978 • Fax (423) 339-5884
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 TAX FREE
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Orientations
From Page D3

to the school’s “gymatorium” to pick up
their schedules. Once they have their sched-
ules, they will be free to visit teachers in
their classrooms. 

Seventh-grade students should take
copies of their immunization records. 

Sixth-grade orientations are also sched-
uled for Tuesday, Aug. 1. There are two ori-
entation times — one at 5:30 p.m. and one
at 6:30 p.m. Families should receive letters
no later than Wednesday, July 26, which
will include students’ team placements and
assigned orientation times. 

Those who do not receive this letter are
encouraged to contact the school. 

Park View Elementary School

Principal: Jodie Grannan
300 Minnis Road
Cleveland TN 37323
423-476-6622

http://parkview.tn.bce.schoolinsites.com/

The school will have its annual “Back to
School Bash” and open house Thursday,
Aug. 3, from 4 to 7 p.m. 

The event will feature a cookout, oppor-
tunities to meet teachers and drop off
school supplies and more. 

Prospect Elementary School

Principal: Steve Montgomery
2450 Prospect School Road 
Cleveland TN 37311
423-478-8814
http://prospect-es.bradleyschools.org/

The school is having two parent night
and open house events this year. 

Parents of kindergarten, second-grade
and fourth-grade students will meet
Tuesday, Aug. 1. The times are as follows:
kindergarten — 6 p.m.; second grade —
6:30 p.m.; fourth grade — 7 p.m. 

Parents of first-grade, third-grade and
fifth-grade students will meet Thursday,
Aug. 3. Those times are as follows: first
grade — 6 p.m.; third grade — 6:30 p.m.;
fifth grade — 7 p.m. 

Both nights, families will be able to tour
the school, meet teachers, drop off school
supplies and more. 

Taylor Elementary School

Principal: Elizabeth Kaylor
5265 Bates Pike
Cleveland TN 37323
423-478-8817
http://taylor-es.bradleyschools.org/

Parent orientation meetings will take
place the morning of Friday, Aug. 4, which
is also the students’ first day of school.
Parents are invited to attend class with
their students for classroom orientations

starting at 8 a.m. that day. 
Repeat orientation sessions will take

place at 9 a.m. for parents who have chil-
dren in different classrooms. 

Valley View Elementary School

Principal: Corey Limburg
5607 Spring Place Road S.E.
Cleveland TN 37323
423-478-8825
http://valleyview-es.bradleyschools.org/

The school will be hosting two “Parent
Nights” in early August. 

Parents of kindergarten, first-grade and
second-grade students will have their meet-
ing Tuesday, Aug. 1, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Parents of students in grades 3-5 will
meet Thursday, Aug. 3, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Walker Valley High School 

Principal: Nat Akiona
750 Lauderdale Memorial Highway
Cleveland TN 37312
423-336-1383

http://walkervalleyhs.bradleyschools.org/ 

All 12th-, 11th- and 10th-graders will
pick up schedules and more on Monday,
July 31, according to the following sched-
ule: seniors — 8 to 9:30 a.m., juniors —
9:30 to 11 a.m., sophomores — 1:30 to 3
p.m. 

Freshman orientation will be Tuesday,
Aug. 1. Ninth-graders are asked to report
during the following times based on their
last names: A-J — 8 to 10 a.m., K-R — 10
a.m. to 12 p.m., and S-Z — 1 to 3 p.m.
Thirty-minute parent meetings will take
place in the school auditorium at the fol-
lowing times: 10 a.m. for student last
names A-J, 11:30 a.m. for last names K-R,
and 2:30 p.m. for last names S-Z.  

Waterville Community

Elementary School

Principal: Jennifer Huskins
4081 Dalton Pike
Cleveland TN 37323
423-478-8827
http://waterville-es.bradleyschools.org/

The school has been hosting a series of
“Popsicles in the Park” events on campus to
allow students to meet their teachers. 

Remaining events include: Kindergarten
students — July 24, 6 to  7 p.m.; CDC —
July 25, 5 to 6 p.m.; first grade — July 25, 6
to 7 p.m.; second grade — July 27, 5 to 6
p.m.; third grade — July 27, 6 to 7 p.m. 

“Parent Night” will be Tuesday, Aug. 1.
Parents of kindergarten, second-grade and
fourth-grade students will meet at 5:30
p.m. Parents of CDC, first-grade, third-
grade and fifth-grade students meet at 6:30
p.m.

Shenandoah Baptist Academy
registration now is underway

We’re

online!

Check us out:

www.

cleveland

banner.com

Bradley

County

students give
a salute to

the flag dur-
ing a program

in 2016.



Arnold Memorial
Elementary

Principal: Michael
Chai, mchai@cleveland-
schools.org

Tuesday, Aug. 1, 5
to 7 p.m.

• Returning students
will go to their assigned
classrooms. 

• New students will go
to the gym for registra-
tion. 

• Spanish translators
will be available. 

Blythe-Bower
Elementary

Principal: Joel Barnes,
jbarnes@cleveland-
schools.org

Tuesday, Aug. 1, 5-7
p.m. 

Registration

Donald P. Yates
Primary

Principal: Mike Collier,
mcollier@cleveland-
schools.org

Tuesday, Aug. 1
• 2:30-4:30 p.m. -

First-grade registration
and parent meetings

• 5-7 p.m. - Second-
grade registration and
parent meetings

E. L. Ross
Elementary

Principal: Lisa Earby,
learby@cleveland-
schools.org

Tuesday, Aug. 1:
• 4-6:30 p.m. – Ross

Computer Lab available
for parents who have not
completed online regis-
tration.

Class Meetings:
• 4:30-5:15 p.m. –

Third grade
• 5:15-6 p.m. – Fourth

grade
• 6-6:45 p.m. – Fifth

grade

George R. Stuart
Elementary

Principal: Richelle
Shelton, rshelton@cleve-
landschools.org

Tuesday, Aug. 1:
• Registration for new

students is 4:30-5:15
p.m., drop-in. 

• Registration and
Parent Meeting for

returning/existing stu-
dents begins at 5:30
p.m.. (This is not a drop-
in event). The registra-
tion and parent meeting
will conclude at 7 p.m.
with a Back to School
Bash, sponsored by
BB&T Bank and Public
Church. 

Mayfield
Elementary

Principal: Randall
Stephens,
rstephens@cleveland-
schools.org

Tuesday, Aug. 1:
• First- and second-

grade registration 4 –
5:15 p.m.

• Third-, Fourth- and
Fifth-grade registration
5:45 – 7 p.m.

• New Kindergarten
student registration 4-7
p.m.

Cleveland Middle
School:

Principal: Leneda
Laing, llaing@cleveland-
schools.org

Sixth-grade assistant
principal: Stephanie
Pirkle, spirkle@cleve-
landschools.org

Seventh-grade assis-
tant principal: Stephanie
Stone, sastone@cleve-
landschools.org

Eighth-grade assistant
principal: Scott Carroll,
scarroll@cleveland-
schools.org

Thursday, Aug. 3:
Sixth-grade
Orientation/Registration 

• Students whose last
name begins A-L 4-5:30
p.m.

• Students whose last
name begins M-Z 5:45-
7:15 p.m. 

Parents and students
should stay the entire
assigned time.

Monday, Aug. 7:
Seventh- and Eighth-
grade
Orientation/Registration
from 8 – 9:30 a.m.

Parents are encouraged
to attend.

Cleveland High
School

Principal: Autumn
O’Bryan, aobryan@cleve-
landschools.org

Thursday, Aug. 3:
• Seniors 8 – 11 a.m.
• Juniors 1– 4 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 4:
• Sophomores 8 – 11

a.m.
• Freshmen 1-4 p.m.

Located in Library
Media Center:

• Assistance Provided
with Power School
Registration

• Parking
• Fees Payment
• Schedule Change

Requests
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 Fri. July 28 - Sun. July 30

First day of school for 
city students is Aug. 7

Dear Cleveland City Schools Families,
The teachers, staff, and administrators of Cleveland

City Schools are excited to start the 2017-2018 school
year. Our teachers and administrators have worked
hard over the summer
preparing classrooms and
developing rigorous curricu-
lum as well as taking time to
spend with family. This year
promises to be filled with
opportunities for students to
grow and succeed.  

The Board of Education
and all of the CCS educators
are committed to our mis-
sion to educate and nurture
students to be successful and
productive citizens. Parents,
I invite you to be partners
with us in your child’s education. We encourage your
involvement in our schools – joining your PTO, volun-
teering, and attending school events. Students, I
encourage you to challenge yourself this year. Work
hard in the classroom and take advantage of the many
clubs, sports, and performing groups that are available
at every school. 

We are excited to continue our online registration
for all students this year through the PowerSchool
Student/Parent Portal. Each school will have informa-
tion about their specific registration timelines and
procedures. We will once again go paperless with
Student Progress Reports/Report Cards which you
can also access on the PowerSchool Student/Parent
Portal.

Students and parents can stay informed with every-
thing that is happening at Cleveland City Schools.

• Download our mobile app from your service’s app
store – Cleveland City Schools. 

• Follow us on Twitter @clevecityschool and
Instagram clevelandcityschools. Follow me at @drrus-
selldyer for updates as well.

• Visit our website www.clevelandschools.org with
links to all of our schools as well as up to date calen-
dars and information.

• Email me at director@clevelandschools.org. 
As your Director of Schools, I look forward to meet-

ing all of you as I visit classrooms and spend time with
you in the football stands, the theater seats, and all
the places that our students learn, perform, and com-
pete.

This will be a great year as we encourage, challenge,
motivate, and teach Every Child Every Day!

Respectfully,
Russell Dyer, Ed.D.

Director
Cleveland City Schools

The Cleveland CiTy Schools’ central office is located at 4300 Mouse

Creek Road N.W. For information call 423-472-9571.

School Board

The Cleveland City
Schools Board of
Directors include:

Carolyn Ingram, 1st
District

Krista McKay, 2nd
District

Dawn Robinson, 3rd
District, chair

Peggy Pesterfield, 4th
District

Tom Cloud, 5th
District

Charlie Cogdill, City
at-large

Steve Morgan, City at-
large, chairman pro-tem

The next meeting of
the board will be Aug. 7,
5:30 pm., at Cleveland
High School.

Vision

“Our vision is to
inspire and educate
thriving and confident
students who become
exceptional life learners
and contributing citi-
zens in their communi-
ty.”

School hours

Cleveland City
Schools’ hours are from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
for elementary stu-
dents; 7:50 a.m. to 2:50
p.m. for Cleveland
Middle School,
Cleveland High School
and the Denning Center
students.

On abbreviated days,
dismissal times are
10:25 a.m. for Denning;
10:40 a.m., CMS; 11:20
a.m., elementary; and
11:50 am. for CHS.

Kindergarten

To be eligible for
kindergarten registra-
tion, a youngster must
be 5 years of age on or
before Aug. 15.
Registration for kinder-
garten was completed in
April.

You will need a birth
certificate, child’s Social
Security Card or num-
ber, proof of address,
immunization record on
a Tennessee Certificate
of immunization and an
updated physical.

Kindergarten hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. daily, five days per
week. 

Mission:
“Our mission is

to educate and
equip students
with the academ-
ic, social, and
emotional skills
necessary to be
successful and
productive.” 

Cleveland City Schools
2017-18 Important Dates

Aug. 7, 2017 – First Day of School
• Abbreviated Day
• CMS Dismissal - 10:40 a.m.
• Elementary Schools Dismissal - 11:20 a.m.
• CHS Dismissal – 11:50 a.m.

Sept. 4, 2017 – Labor Day – No School

Oct. 9-13, 2017 – Fall Break – No School
Oct. 16, 2017 – Staff Development – 

No School

Nov. 20-24, 2017 – Thanksgiving 
Break – No School

Dec. 21, 2017 - Jan. 3, 2018 – Christmas 
Break – No School

Jan. 4-5, 2018 – Staff Development
/In-service – No School

Jan. 8, 2018 – Classes Resume
Jan. 15, 2018 – Martin Luther King Jr.

Day – No School

Feb. 19, 2018 – Presidents Day – No School 
Feb. 20, 2018 – Staff Development 

– No School 

March 26-30, 2018 – Spring Break 
– No School

April 2, 2018 – Staff Development 
– No School

May 25, 2018 – Last Day of School 
— Abbreviated Day 

Registration and orientations given

See CITY, Page D7



Cleveland Christian School is an
important ministry of Cleveland
Christian Fellowship church. 

The church and school were found-
ed in 1983 by Pastor Mark Strickland,
a graduate of Valdosta (Ga.) State
University and
also a graduate of
Rhema Bible
Training Center in
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Since the school
began in 1983, it
has been providing
continuous, quali-
ty Christian educa-
tion for the
Cleveland area.

CCS has classes
available from age 4 through 12th
grades. 

CCS uses the Accelerated Christian
Education curriculum, a self-instruc-
tional program allowing students to
proceed at their own pace of learning. 

Teachers work with students on a
one-on-one basis throughout the
school day. 

The state-approved Pre-K 4-year-
old class is a Reading Readiness pro-
gram, preparing students for kinder-
garten, and is also an affordable alter-
native to day care.

The kindergarten class is a
Learning to Read program, producing
excellent readers by the end of the
school year. 

High standards in reading, gram-
mar/literature and math and science
skills are emphasized throughout all
classrooms. High school students of
CCS are offered a range of college

preparatory classes and are college
ready upon graduation. 

As far as team sports, CCS is very
competitive, offering basketball teams
for boys and a girls’ volleyball team.
The school is a charter member of the

Southern
Christian Athletic
Association.
Athletic competi-
tion is a vital part
of the school expe-
rience and the
gymnasium is a
busy place.

“We are thank-
ful to have been
given the opportu-
nity to minister to

so many children over the years and
are excited about our future. A Christ-
centered education is a wonderful
blessing for any child. We encourage
anyone who may be interested to con-
tact us at 423-472-1467,” noted
Margaret Strickland, principal.

“We do have a few spaces available
for the upcoming school year, and we
will continue to enroll students as
long as there is space available,” she
said.

Strickland said she will be happy to
speak, anytime, with those who’d like
more information.

The school is located at 695 South
Ocoee St. 

You are invited to take the time to
view the website — www.ccfchurch.us
— following the links to the school.  

Open House for registered students
is Aug. 17, and the first full day of
classes will be Aug. 18. 
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 Serving Cleveland & Bradley County 
 for over 45 Years in the Areas of 
 Residential & Commercial Sales and 
 Residential & Commercial Leasing. 
 Let us help you with 
 ALL THINGS REAL ESTATE!

 SUITS  $ 99 00  UP

 Est. 1948

 Tuxedo Headquarters
 Best Prices and Selection

 Hemmed FREE
 While You Wait

 Bradley Square Mall, Cleveland • 423-479-4545 • www.hixonsfashions.com

 BIG & TALL ALSO 
 AVAILABLE

 YOUR HOME TOWN FAVORITE!

 Breakfast, Lunch...And Dinner • 126 Keith St.

 Fast Food Restaurant
 Cleveland, Tennessee

 478-2668

 Since
 1966!!

 GRAVY
 BISCUIT

 SUPER DELUXE
 CHEESEBURGER

 TENDERLOIN
 BISCUIT

 BBQ SANDWICH W/CHOICE 
 OF HOT OR COLESLAW

 CHICKEN
 SANDWICH

 $ 1.49  $ 2.99

 2 for
 $ 5 00

 $ 1.99
 THE CHEF

 Fast Food Restaurant
 THE CHEF

 Fast Food Restaurant
 THE CHEF

 Fast Food Restaurant

 THE CHEF
 Fast Food Restaurant

 THE CHEF
 Fast Food Restaurant

 THE CHEF
 Fast Food Restaurant

 LIMIT ONE PER PERSON PER COUPON. 
 NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 9-30-17

 LIMIT ONE PER PERSON PER COUPON. 
 NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 9-30-17

 LIMIT ONE PER PERSON PER COUPON. 
 NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 9-30-17

 LIMIT ONE PER PERSON PER COUPON. 
 NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 9-30-17

 LIMIT ONE PER PERSON PER COUPON. 
 NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 9-30-17

 LIMIT ONE PER PERSON PER COUPON. 
 NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 9-30-17

 CHICKEN
 BISCUIT
 $ 1.99  2 for

 $ 5 00

 Back to School
 • Team Uniforms
 • Promotional Items
 • Screen Print
 • Corporate Apparel
 • Embroidery
 • Paper Print
 • Signs & Banners

 TGS  provides custom screen print, embroidery, promotional 
 items and much more. From start to finish, we will provide you 
 with great customer service, as well as  quick turn times  and 
 affordable pricing.

 Call us for all your back to school, PTO, club, or team apparel.

 We look forward to helping you!

 Travis Godfrey Sales
 2650 Executive Park Suite 1
 Cleveland, TN 37312
 (423) 458-1810
 travisgodfrey@gmail.com 
 travisgodfreysales.weebly.com

F.I. Denning Center
of Careers and

Technology
Principal: Barbara

Ector, bector@cleveland-
schools.org

Aug. 2:
• Returning students: 9

a.m. Update information,
9:20 a.m. Orientation
begins

• New students: 1 p.m.
Complete intake packet,
1:20 p.m. Orientation
begins

Students should call for
an appointment if they
miss their scheduled
time.

Polk County students go back to school Aug. 4

By LARRY C. BOWERS
Staff Writer

Polk County Director of
Schools Dr. James Jones is
looking ahead to an interesting
2017-18 school year, with the
system and school board
aggressively planning a couple
of projects.

One of these projects is tar-
geting the growing number of
students who are leaving the
school system for home
schooling. Last year, the Polk
system lost around 100 stu-
dents, with approximately 70
percent being to home school.

Jones said other school sys-
tems in the region are also fac-
ing this issue.

“We are starting Polk
County Virtual Academy,” the
director said in explaining the
step the school board is
attempting this coming year.
This academy will allow stu-
dents to study online from
their homes, with limited time
being required at their respec-
tive school facility.

Jones pointed out that some
students have had transporta-
tion problems, which led them
down the home-school path. 

“This will allow their parents
to drop them off at school (for
a few hours) when they go to
the grocery store, a doctor’s
appointment, or whatever,” he
said.

It is hoped this new pro-
gram, and opportunity, will
help to decrease the school
system’s drop-out rate.

“In reality, we are going to
be starting a new school,
which will be a separate entity
altogether,” said Jones. “We
believe the needs of all our
students are not being met,
due to the increased home-
school rates.

“Hopefully this will provide
them with the opportunities
they want, and need, in today’s
society. We need to cover
those needs,” said Jones.

The Polk County Schools
system is eagerly anticipating
another opportunity this com-
ing year for its rising middle

school students, in Benton and
at Copper Basin High School.

Polk schools received a $1.25
million grant from the Verizon
Corporation, which will pro-
vide iPads and internet service
for students at Chilhowee
Middle School, and for corre-
sponding grades at Copper
Basin High School.

This grant, and its imple-
mentation, has also created a
staffing change.

Dr. Ryan Goodman, the for-
mer principal at Copper Basin,
has been assigned to coordi-
nate the grant program. He is
being replaced at the high
school by Tim Kidd, assistant
principal and former boys bas-
ketball coach.

Jones said the school calen-
dar for 2017-18 is much the
same as it was a year ago.

As to other changes and/or
improvements, Jones said his
administration is going to
focus on the system’s lunch
and nutrition program, with
additional menu selections
and opportunities. He said
stringent state and federal
requirements have been less-
ened somewhat, making this

possible.
“We’re also looking to

increase our ACT scores,” he
said. Jones said scores have
improved recently, but educa-
tors want to continue this
climb upwards. 

The school system’s director
said he wanted to expressed
his appreciation to the school
system’s staff, and the admin-
istrators who assist staff mem-
bers. “The teachers are our
worker bees,” he said.

In stepping out on a limb a
little, Jones added, “This staff
is as good as we’ve ever had in
the Polk County Schools sys-
tem.” 

He said the county’s teach-
ing core is steady and consis-
tent. “The teachers who have
stayed with us really want to
be here,” he emphasized.

In looking at the school sys-
tem’s calendar for the 2017-18
academic year, things will get
under way at the start of
August.

In-service days are sched-
uled for the first three days of
the month, with the first day
of classes being Friday, Aug. 4.

September will be fairly rou-

tine, except for a vacation
from school on Labor Day,
Sept. 4.

The Fall Break is scheduled
Oct. 4 through 13, with a staff
development day and no class-
es on Monday, Oct. 30.

Students will be out of
school Nov. 20 through Nov.
24, for the Thanksgiving holi-
days.

There is an abbreviated day
planned for Dec. 20, with this
year’s Christmas vacation run-
ning from Dec. 21 through
Jan. 3.

In February 2018 there will
be three breaks — Feb. 19 for
President’s Day, the one-day
Winter Break on Feb. 20, and
in-service Feb. 21.

Spring Break is scheduled
from March 2 through April 2.

As the school year comes to
an end next May, there will be
an election and a staff devel-
opment day on May 1, and
May 25 will be an abbreviated
day and the conclusion of
classes.

A fifth day of in-service this
year will be principal-led, in
one-hour sessions, during the
school year.

Virtual Academy offers online study

Cleveland Christian School 
has classes for Pre-K4 to 12th

City
From Page D6

Registration underway at the seminary
Pentecostal

Theological Seminary
900 Walker St. N.E.
Cleveland TN 37311

800-228-9126
423-478-1131

The Pentecostal
Theological Seminary reg-
istration is underway.
After Aug. 11, registration
should be submitted in
writing to the registrar’s

office. The first day of fall
semester classes is Aug.
24.

The Pentecostal
Theological Seminary is
“dedicated to preparing
men and women of
diverse career callings for
contemporary Christian
ministry.”

PTS shares “with stu-
dents the vibrant, dynam-
ic aspects of

Pentecostalism, while cel-
ebrating and honoring
heritage and tradition.

Michael L. Baker,
Ed.D., serves as president
and chancellor of educa-
tion for PTS.  Other mem-
bers of the administration
include David S. Han,
Ph.D., dean and vice pres-
ident of academics; Oliver
McMahan, Ph.D., vice
president for accredita-

tion and institutional
effectiveness, director of
the doctor ministry pro-
gram and director of the
counseling program.
Kenneth R. Davis, J.D., is
vice president for institu-
tional advancement.

Important dates for fall
of 2017 at PTS include:

Sept. 4 — Closed for
Labor Day

Sept. 7 — Last day to
drop or add a course; last
day to apply for directed
study

Oct. 5 to 11 — Fall break
Nov. 22 to Dec. 8 —

Priority registration for
January and spring 2018
classes. 

Nov. 22 — Last day of
fall term classes

Nov. 23-24 —
Thanksgiving holiday

Nov. 27-Dec. 1 —
Reading Week

Dec. 4-8 — Final exams 
Dec. 18-Jan. 1 —

Christmas  break.



Tennessee Christian
Preparatory School is a
co-educational, interde-
nominational school
offering a strong college
preparatory academic
program for students in
Pre-School 2 through
the twelfth (12) grade,
according to its website.

The school  “inte-
grates Christian faith
into the curriculum and
the daily life of stu-
dents.”

While TCPS is appre-
ciative of the various
Christian doctrines and
traditions of the numer-
ous students and fami-
lies comprising the
school community,
TCPS does not operate
under the authority or
doctrine of any denomi-
nation or church, but
operates as an inde-
pendent 501(c)(3) cor-
poration under the
authority and supervi-
sion of an independent
board of directors.

The pre-school parent
orientation will be held
on Aug. 4, 6 to 7 p.m.
The first day of classes
for pre-school young-
sters is Aug. 7.

Saturday, Aug. 12, is
orientation for upper
school students, lower
school students and new
parent orientation.  The
first day of school, Aug.
14, is an abbreviated day. 

There will be no
school on Sept. 4, Labor
Day. Fall break is Oct.
12 and 13.

Thanksgiving break is
Nov. 20 through 24.
Christmas break is Dec.
21 through Jan. 7.

Classes will resume on
Jan. 8. There will be no
classes on Jan. 15 for
MLK Day and Feb. 19
for President’s Day.

Spring break is March
12 through 16. Easter
break is March 30
through April 2.  Classes
will resume April 3.

The last day of school
for the 2017-2018 year
will be May 25.

Dr. Bill Balzano is
president of TCPS. He

ma be reached at
bbalzano@tcpsk12.org.

The school is located

at 4995 North lee Hwy.
For information, contact
423-559-8939.
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 Westmore Music Academy
 Enrolling new students for the

 Fall Semester beginning
 August 7th

 Offering private instruction in:
 Piano, voice, violin, guitar,

 as well as other instruments.

 Christmas and Spring recitals

 For more information Contact Rita Ready @ 
 423-599-9789 or Rita_ready@hotmail.com

 Kindermusik classes: Birth – 7 years of age
 Contact Dee Lancaster @ www.kindermusikwithdee.com 

 for more information.

 wants to do our part to keep our kids safe and free from drugs and alcohol.
 As the communities primary source for drug and alcohol testing as well as offering DNA and 

 “Any Labs” testing, we are offering for a limited time to any parent the following:
 

 A 6-Panel AT HOME Drug Screen
 We call it the  Accountability Test.

 It gives parents the ability to test for
 Marijuana, Cocaine, Amphetamines, Meth, Opiates and 

 Benzodiazapines
 anytime in the privacy of your home!

 

 For a limited time these test are available to 
 parents for

 $5.00

 Physician Services Drug and Alcohol Testing, Inc

 We are doing our part to reduce drugs 
 and alcohol abuse in Cleveland

 and now at the amazingly affordable price of $5.00
 

 Come by our offices at 2650 Executive Park, Suite 5 
 in Cleveland (3rd building on the right - behind the 

 Mountain View Inn, formerly the Holiday Inn)
 Phone 423-479-9679

 Open 9am-5pm Monday through Friday

Registration underway
at Cleveland State; 
classes begin Aug. 28

Registration at
Cleveland State is now
ongoing through Aug. 29.
Classes will begin on
Monday, Aug. 28.

Cleveland State offers a
wide variety of programs,
including four associate of
arts, one associate of fine
arts, three associate of sci-
ence options, and 10 asso-
ciate of applied science
options, with 28 concen-
trations and 25 technical
certificates. 

There are a number of
different scheduling
options for working
adults, as well as the
ADVANCE program, the
Regent’s Online Degree
Program, or RODP, and
programs for veterans.

All new first-time fresh-
men are required to
attend all the steps of the
orientation process, start-
ing with Step 1
Orientation. 

Step 1 will teach stu-
dents how to use
CougarNet, how to com-
plete Admissions and
Financial Aid files, what
resources are available in
a student account, and the
different career communi-
ties to make sure students
are in the right major and
more. 

For more information
on registration, visit the
website at clevelandstate-
cc.edu or contact the
Admissions office at 423-
478-6213.

Candies Creek Academy
classes are pre-K to 12th

Candies Creek
Academy is a pre-K
through 12th-grade
school.  

CCA’s vision is to
forge individuals to
embrace their royal
identity in Christ, so
they will fulfill their
God-given purpose to
glorify and proclaim His
excellencies among the
nations.

The school’s mission
is to partner with par-
ents to equip, model,
and mobilize students
to be effective disciples
through Christ-centered
education with academ-
ic excellence. 

“CCA is committed to
a classical model of
instruction and curricu-
lum where Jesus Christ
is the focal point of all
that is, has been, and
ever will be. We believe
that all knowledge is
interrelated and ulti-
mately teaches us about
God's character, wis-
dom and power.  Our
wonderful faculty teach-
es our students in
stages that correspond
to their natural pattern
of cognitive develop-
ment, which includes
the grammar stage,
logic stage, and rhetoric
stage,” according to a
spokesman.   

The first day of school
is Aug. 7. New student
and family orientation
will be held at 6 p.m. on
Aug. 4.

School Calendar

August 2017
1st-3rd –  Staff

Development Days
(No students)

4th –  New Students
& Families
Orientation, 6 p.m.

7th –  First Day of
School

September 2017
4th –  Labor Day 

(No school)

October 2017 
9th-13th –  Fall Break
20th –  Progress

Report 

November 2017
17th –  Half Day of

School, Dismissal
at 11 a.m.

20th-24th – Thanks-
giving Break

December 2017
15th –  Half Day of

School, Dismissal 
at 11 a.m. 

Dec. 8-Jan. 1 –
Christmas Break

January 2018
2nd-3rd –  Staff 
Development (No
School for Students)

4th – Students Return
5th –  Report Cards 
15th –  Martin Luther

King Jr. Day (No
school)

February 2018
19th –  President’s

Day (No school)
20th –  Staff 
Development (No
School for Students)

March 2018
23rd –  Report Cards 
26th-30th –  Spring

Break

April 2018
2nd –  Easter Monday

(No School)
3rd-6th –  Iowa

Testing Week;
Dismissal at 11:30  
a.m.

May 2018
14th –  Kindergarten

Graduation
18th –  Senior

Graduation
21st –  Staff Develop-’

ment (No School for
Students)

22nd –  Last Day of 
School; pick up
Report Cards.

Candies Creek Academy (Royals)
“A School for the Nations”

294 Old Eureka Road
Charleston TN 37310

Headmaster: David Demotte
Office:423-790-5660
Fax: 423-476-6607

YMCA After-School begins Aug. 7
The Cleveland Family

YMCA After-School
Program Kick-off is Aug.
7.

The local school-site
counselors for the YMCA
of Metropolitan
Chattanooga are geared
up and ready for the first
school day.

Operating on campus
at each Bradley County
elementary schools, ASP
is open Monday through
Friday immediately after
school, and provides safe,
supervised care until par-
ent pick-up at 5:45 p.m.  

Rubye McGruder,
YMCA Program director
said, “These community
locations provide conven-
ience for parents and a
wealth of resources for
educational program-

ming, plus academic sup-
port.”

YMCA ASP is after-
school programming with
a purpose:

SPIRIT — The after-
school program with the
Y helps kids develop pos-
itive personal values
using 40 factors/assets
that build social skills,
help develop strong char-
acter and help people
make good life decisions.  

MIND —  Today’s fami-
lies are busier than ever
so adult homework
supervision helps kids get
work done before sports
practice and while the
information is still fresh.
This helps to free up
evenings for more family
time together. 

READ is incorporated

at the Y’s ASP sites.  
BODY —  Simple well-

ness basics of CATCH
Kids’ Club supply funda-
mental education on eat-
ing smart, improve phys-
ical fitness and promote a
lifelong interest in being
physically active.

Kids participating in
the YMCA’s ASP are said
to be five times more
“asset-rich” than the
national average.

According to the
Search Institute, a
research organization
dedicated to youth devel-
opment, students
enrolled in the Cleveland
Y’s ASP benefit greatly.
“Success indicators” help
kids make positive choic-
es and avoid negative
consequences.

The YMCA is intention-
al about building assets
in youth through pro-
grams and activities.

The YMCA mission is
“to put Christian princi-
ples into practice through
programs that build
healthy spirit, mind and
body for all.”  

That commitment is
taken very seriously.  All
families that apply and
qualify for financial assis-
tance/scholarships for
ASP receive aid from
United Way of Bradley
County allocations.   

For more information
on program content and
space availability, con-
tact Rubye McGruder,
423 805-3366 or rmc-
gruder@ymcachat-
tanooga.org.

TCPS plans orientations, first day of school



Lee University student
Chloe Grabeman recent-
ly published “Real and
True: Hope for the
Restless Heart,” a book
she co-wrote with her
mother, Linda
Grabeman.

The book is told from
three distinct points of
view: experienced heart
(Linda Grabeman),
expectant heart (Chloe
Grabeman), and eternal
heart (God), with a dif-
ferent font assigned to
each perspective to clar-
ify who is speaking. The
book comprises over 150
graphics to complement
the prose with visual
elements.

Linda Grabeman is a
published author of two
devotionals, “No Prissy
Shoes” and “Praise on
Purpose.” 

According to Chloe,
through enduring diffi-

cult experiences during
the spring of 2016 and
writing the book the fol-
lowing summer, she
soon discovered “Real
and True” is not only a
book about hope, but
one about hope in the
midst of utter restless-
ness.

“Writing this book
was nothing we expect-
ed it to be,” said Chloe.
“Instead it became a
product of every source
of creativity that has
ever touched my mom
and me. It was definitely
not easy, but it was
incredible to see how
God shaped it into
something that so
reflects how He feels
about us and our rest-
lessness.”

Chloe Grabeman is a
senior public relations
major from Pawleys
Island, South Carolina.

“Through this book,
God showed how He is
always working even
when we don't under-
stand,” said Chloe. “I
hope that people will
come to know how lov-
ing, relational, and kind
God is through ‘Real
and True.’”

The book is available
for purchase on
Amazon.

LOS ALAMOS, N.M.
(AP) — A New Mexico
man is facing charges
after police say he
threatened to pull a gun
on a taco shop employee
for giving him the wrong
order.

The Los Alamos
Monitor reports  that Lex
Norman Deines was
arrested Sunday follow-

ing a heated exchange
with an employee at
Rigoberto’s Taco Shop
near one of the nation’s
premiere weapons labs.

The Theta Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Delta
recently inducted four
Lee University sociology
honor students during
its spring 2017 honor
society banquet. 

This year’s inductees
are Megan Balut of
Maryville, Michigan;
Michaela Gaither of
Cleveland; Brandi Joann
Kilpatrick of Ten Mile;
and Mykah Smith of
Nassau, Bahamas.

Dr. Dale McConkey,
associate professor of
sociology at Berry
College and director of
its Wesley Center,
served as guest speaker
at the event. Parents
and friends of the hon-
orees were present as
Dr. Ollie Lee, co-
founder of Lee’s AKD
chapter, presented the
award certificates. Lee’s
Drs. Karen Mundy-
Judkins, Arlie Tagayuna
and Ben Judkins were
also present. 

Chairperson of AKD,
Rebecca Hooper of
Nashville, was the recipi-
ent of this year’s sociolo-
gy award. The Lee chap-
ter of AKD received a
2016-17 commendation
from the national honor
society for its contribu-
tion to the society. 

AKD is an affiliate of
the American
Sociological Association
and maintains high
standards for scholar-
ship and research. It
seeks to acknowledge
and promote excellence
in scholarship in the
study of sociology, the
research of social prob-
lems, and such other
social and intellectual
activities as will lead to
improvement in the
human condition.

For more information
about Lee’s chapter of
AKD, contact Dr. Karen

Mundy-Judkins, chapter
sponsor and AKD fellow,

at kmundy@leeuniversi-
ty.edu.
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 CLEVELAND
 PLYWOOD CO.

 “SERVING CLEVELAND SINCE 1968”

 FREE DELIVERY
 BUILDING SUPPLIES

 HOURS: 7 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. M-F

 • SHEETROCK
 • DOORS
 • MOULDING
 • CEILING TILE
 • ROOFING
 • SIDING

 • WINDOWS
 • INSULATION
 • LUMBER
 • POWER TOOLS
 • HARDWARE
 • PAINTS

 2700 20TH N.E. • CLEVELAND

 472-3357

 B A C K  T O  S C H O O L
 Have a Great Year!

 Teresa Gilbert, Manager
 thevillagebakeshop.com - contact@thevillagebakeshop.com

 423-476-5179 • 201 Keith St. SW - Cleveland, TN  37311

 Voytik.com

  479-3600

 Dr. Voytik, your 
 Credentialed ImPACT 

 Consultant, will provide 
 peace of mind knowing 

 that if a concussion 
 occurs, we will be 

 prepared to manage it 
 effectively together.

 Dr. Voytik, your 
 Credentialed ImPACT 

 Consultant, will provide 
 peace of mind knowing 

 that if a concussion 
 occurs, we will be 

 prepared to manage it 
 effectively together.  Dr. Gary Voytik

 Board Certified 
 Orthopedic Surgeon

 Credentialed 
 ImPACT Consultant

 Affordable MacBook and
 Windows Laptop Computers

 We also perform tune-ups & upgrades
 to get your computer running fast again!

 www.MacPCMarket.com
 (423) 339-5579

 3336 Keith St. NW

lee UnIVerSItY students prepare to occupy dormitories during last
year’s Move In Day.

Registration at Lee University is 
Aug. 21; classes begin Aug. 22

Lee University offers liberal arts and
professional education on both the
baccalaureate and graduate levels,
through residential and distance pro-
grams. 

The university offers over 100 bach-
elor’s and master degree programs
through its College of Arts & Sciences,
School of Business, School of Music,
Helen DeVos College of Education,
School of Religion, and School of
Nursing.

Important dates for the upcoming
Lee University school year are:

New Student Orientation is Friday,
Aug. 18, through Sunday, Aug. 20.

Registration is Monday, Aug. 21

Classes begin on Tuesday, Aug. 22
The last day to register and

drop/add is Tuesday, Sept. 5.
Fall break will be Thursday, Oct. 12,

through Sunday, Oct. 15.
Thanksgiving break is Wednesday,

Nov. 22, through Sunday, Nov. 26.
Final exams will be Thursday, Dec.

7, through Tuesday, Dec. 12.
Winter Commissioning  is planned

Friday, Dec. 15.          
Winter Commencement is sched-

uled for Saturday, Dec. 16.
For more information about Lee

University, call 423-614-8000 or visit
www.leeuniversity.edu. To apply, call
423-614-8500.

Lee student publishes ‘Real and True’

Chloe GrAbemAn and Linda Grabeman recently published a book
together.

At the AKD induction were, from left, Brandi Joann Kilpatrick, Rebecca
Hooper, Mykah Smith, Michaela Gaither and Megan Balut.

AKD Honor Society inducts 4 Lee 
students, receives national accolades

Man threatens to pull gun over wrong order



The Associated Press

Got your own laptop
or tablet? Bring it to
class, many schools now
say.

Policies known as
BYOD (Bring Your Own
Device) or BYOT (Bring
Your Own Technology)
initially raised eyebrows
among parents and
teachers, who feared
they would open the
door to addictive video
games and social media
in class. But many of
those skeptics are being
won over, saying BYOD
expands educational
opportunities, saves
money and reduces
technical headaches.

“Initially, some par-
ents and teachers were
afraid the kids would be
playing Mario Kart and
other games in school.
But we had a lot of
meetings with parents
before adopting the pro-
gram, and that was very
important. We really
took the time to address
community concerns
early on,” says Mike
Cicchetti, coordinator
for learning technolo-
gies in the Volusia
County School District
in Central Florida. The
district was an early
adopter, starting its
BYOD program in 2011.

“We started by trying
it in a few schools in the
district. And it was so
popular that we now
have it in every single
school. It really opened
up the world to teachers
and students, allowing
them to move away
from worksheets and
give them more interac-
tive options,” Cicchetti
said.

He said computer
access can teach “global
citizenship.”

“We tell families that
they bought these
devices for their chil-

dren, but that it’s
important to teach them
that there’s much more
value to what’s in their
hands than YouTube
and games. And they
see their parents and
grandparents using
these technologies to
read and communicate,”
he explained.

Districts that embrace
BYOD policies usually
put strict limits on what
kids are permitted to do
with their devices in
school. And not all
devices are welcome.

In the Mamaroneck
Union Free School
District, in Westchester
County, New York, for
example, smartphones
are not among the
devices approved for
classroom use.

“We want to make
sure the students have a
larger screen, so that
they can write, diagram
and access Google
Classroom,” said the
district’s superintend-
ent, Robert Shaps. “But
we do want students to
have the flexibility to
use the kind of device
that best suits them.”

The district offer
tablets or Chromebooks
to those who do not
have their own devices
or who don’t want to
bring them to school.

Proponents say the
policy gives kids access
to learning apps and
more computer access,
and that students often
feel more comfortable
using the technology
they know best.

Such programs are
not without their prob-
lems.

“The issues that come
up are typical, and com-
puter games in school
are the least of it,” says
Rick Mayfield, principal
of Pacheco Elementary
School, a bilingual pub-

lic school in San Luis
Obispo, California.

“I do spend a lot of
time dealing with things
like kids emailing mean
things and stuff like
that. But it’s definitely
worth it. It gives kids a
chance to learn about
technology and coding,
and it also helps educate
them about what’s
appropriate.... This is
their world, so it’s natu-
ral for it to also be a
part of their education,”
he said.

Having their own
devices, he said, means
kids “are comfortable
with them and really
want to work with them
both at school and at
home, as opposed to
traditional homework
which is way less excit-
ing to most kids.”

Shaps, in
Mamaroneck, says:
“Our high school is one
of the few in the country
with an open campus.
The students can come
and go as they please.
This is an extension of
that freedom, which
helps students learn
responsibility. We rec-
ognize that students are
living in a digital age,
and BYOD helps stu-
dents establish the
foundations of digital
citizenship.”
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5 easy tips for 
back-to-school 
budgeting  
By Rachel Cruze 
Special to the Banner

Can you feel it? Fall is
right around the corner,
and that means it’s back-
to-school time. 

Hopefully, you haven’t
waited until the last
minute and you
have most of
your shopping
done. If not,
that’s OK. Here
are a few guide-
lines as you get
everything
together for your
child’s first day
back in the
classroom. 

1. Make a budget ... and
stick to it. 

Whether you’re heading
to Target this afternoon or
a week from now, you
need to make sure all your
back-to-school costs are
included in your monthly
budget. And if you’re not
in the habit of making a
monthly budget, well, this
is a great opportunity to
get a little practice. Check
out EveryDollar.com. It’s
our free budgeting tool,
and it’ll help you make a
budget you can actually
stick to!    

2. Focus on needs, not
wants. 

Your 8-year-old might
want the fancy Lightning
McQueen backpack, but
that doesn’t mean they
need it — especially if it’s
$20 more than a basic
backpack. I’m not saying
you can’t make back-to-
school shopping fun, but
don’t overspend just
because your kid throws a
fit in the backpack aisle.  

3. Keep it simple. 
Remember, you just

need the basics to get
started — not everything
you’ll need for the entire
school year. If money is
tight, buy the minimum
your child needs right now
then work the rest into

your budget over the next
few months. 

4. Talk with your kid’s
teachers. If you haven’t
received a list of items
your child needs for the
upcoming year, be sure to
touch base with the school
and reach out to the

teacher. Most
schools are pretty
good about cover-
ing this type of
information at ori-
entation or open
house, so hopefully
you’ll have what
you need from
them well before
you head out to

shop. 
5. Look around online. 
Some of the best deals

are online. Start with
Amazon, then do some
research and see what else
you might be able to order
without even leaving
home. You might consider
buying pencils, paper and
other items that you don’t
necessarily need to see
before you buy. You might
save money, and you’ll def-
initely save time! 

It’s not too late to make
sure you’re doing back-to-
school shopping the right
way. Make a budget, keep
your priorities in check,
and don’t let the little ones
talk you into buying stuff
they don’t really need. 

Use the back-to-school
season as a great opportu-
nity to get your finances in
order before the holiday
season hits in a few
months! 

As a No. 1 New York
Times best-selling author
and seasoned communica-
tor, Rachel Cruze helps
Americans learn the prop-
er ways to handle money
and stay out of debt. She’s
wrote two best-selling
books: “Love Your Life,
Not Theirs” and “Smart
Money Smart Kids,” which
she co-wrote with her
father, Dave Ramsey. 

Rachel Cruze

AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File

In thIs fIle photo, a student works on an e-book on an iPad in
her second-grade class at Jamestown Elementary School in Arlington, Va. Got
your own laptop or tablet? Bring it to class, many schools now say. Policies
known as BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) or BYOT (Bring Your Own
Technology) initially raised eyebrows among parents and teachers, who feared
they would open the door to addictive video games and social media in class.
But many of those skeptics are being won over, saying BYOD expands educa-
tional opportunities, saves money and reduces technical headaches.

Many schools now urge kids 
to bring their own screens

Dyslexia 
resource
tool given
to schools
Special to the Banner

NASHVILLE — The
Tennessee Department of
Education recently
released the Dyslexia
Resource Guide, which
offers assistance to schools
for identifying and sup-
porting students showing
characteristics of dyslexia. 

This guide provides dis-
tricts with information
related to screening proce-
dures for dyslexia, specific
interventions, professional
learning resources and
reporting requirements.

“For all students to
make academic gains, we
must make sure that we
are recognizing areas of
need and providing rele-
vant and focused sup-
ports,” Commissioner of
Education Candice
McQueen said. “This
resource guide provides
districts a comprehensive
view on the characteristics
of dyslexia and how to
appropriately align inter-
ventions that are tailored
to individual student
needs.”

The resource guide pro-
vides the tools needed to
support students showing
characteristics of dyslexia
through Response to
Instruction and
Intervention (RTI2), the
state’s framework
designed to meet the
needs of all students
through increasingly
intensive interventions.
For example, schools
implement procedures for
identifying characteristics
of dyslexia through the
screening process
required by the existing
RTI² framework.

Department leaders
worked in partnership
with the Dyslexia
Advisory Council to devel-
op the resource guide over
the past year. The adviso-
ry council, which was
established in fall 2016,
includes a broad spectrum
of stakeholders, including
educators, parents, and
school psychologists with
expertise in dyslexia from
across the state. 

A draft guide was
released in March, and
through rounds of inter-
nal and public feedback,
the guide was revised to
be more specific and
actionable as school teams
work to align interven-
tions in a way that
responds to individual
student needs.

Moving forward, the
department will work with
the council to provide
professional learning for
educators, as well as more
guidance for districts and
families. Additionally, the
advisory council will
annually submit a report
to the General Assembly
with their findings and
associated recommenda-
tions as they continue to
review and monitor
dyslexia screening and
intervention practices
across the state.

The guide came to
fruition through Public
Chapter 1058, which was
sponsored by Sen. Dolores
Gresham, R-Somerville,
and Rep. Joe Pitts, D-
Clarksville, and approved
by the Tennessee General
Assembly during the 2016
legislative session. 

In addition to the cre-
ation of the resource
guide, the law also estab-
lished the advisory council
and requires all students
to be screened for the
characteristics of dyslexia
and provide appropriate
interventions for students
who are identified as hav-
ing those characteristics.

The full Dyslexia
Resource Guide is avail-
able on the department’s
website at
http://tn.gov/assets/enti-
ties/education/attach-
ments/dyslexia_resource_
guide.pdf. To learn more
about Public Chapter 1058
and the Dyslexia Advisory
Council, visit
https://www.tn.gov/edu-
cation/article/dyslexia-
advisory-council. 

Utah’s crowded Zion National
Park may require reservations

SALT LAKE CITY
(AP) — It would be a
first for a U.S. national
park: Requiring reserva-
tions to get in. But it’s
an option that Utah’s
Zion National Park is
considering to manage
an overwhelming surge
of visitors to its sweep-
ing red-rock vistas and
canyons.

Zion, which welcomed
4.3 million people last
year, is weighing online
reservations for those
who want to explore its
main canyon. National
Park Service rangers
struggle to cope with
overcrowded tour buses
and to alleviate damage
to Zion’s natural won-
ders that includes soil
erosion and human
waste near trails.

People without reser-
vations could pay an
entrance fee and drive

through the park, but
they couldn’t stop to
hike or picnic.

“We have to do some-
thing,” said park
spokesman John
Marciano. With limited
budgets, Zion’s Park
Service rangers routine-
ly see long lines and
plants trampled by visi-
tors who also have cut
some 30 miles of their
own trails.

Zion isn’t the only
U.S. national park with
swelling numbers of
tourists, and at least two
national parks, in
California and Hawaii,
are testing more limited
reservation systems for
parking.

Overall, more than
330 million people visit-
ed U.S. national parks in
2016, a record. Visits
were bolstered by the
improving economy.

We’re online!

Check us out:

www.

cleveland

banner.com

Class reunion

The BCHS class of
1959 will hold its annu-
al reunion on Saturday,
Aug. 26, beginning at 5
p.m., at Hardee’s on
Keith Street. The
reunion is Dutch treat,
featuring Hardee’s reg-
ular menu items. 
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