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300 colleges, universities make up NCAA D2
Division II is a collection of 300

NCAA colleges and universities
that provide thousands of stu-
dent-athletes the opportunity to
compete at a high level of schol-
arship athletics while excelling in
the classroom and fully engaging
in the broader campus experi-
ence. This balance, in which stu-
dent-athletes are recognized for
their academic success, athletics
contributions and campus/com-
munity involvement, is at the
heart of the Division II philoso-
phy.

All three NCAA divisions
emphasize athletics and academ-
ic excellence for their student-
athletes; after all, the NCAA's
overall mission is to make athlet-
ics an integral part of the educa-
tional experience at all member
schools. The differences among
the divisions emerge primarily in
how schools choose to fund their
athletics programs and in the
national attention they com-
mand.

Most Division I institutions, for
example, choose to devote more
financial resources to support
their athletics programs, and
many are able to do so because of

the large media contracts
Division I conferences are able to
attract, mostly to showcase the
publicly popular sports of football
and men's basketball.

Division II student-athletes are
just as competitive and in many
cases just as skilled as their
Division I counterparts, but insti-
tutions in Division II generally
don't have the financial resources
to devote to their athletics pro-
grams or choose not to
place such a heavy
financial emphasis
on them.

Division II is a
collection of
300 NCAA
colleges and
u n i v e r s i t i e s
that provide
thousands of
student-ath-
letes the opportunity to compete
at a high level of scholarship ath-
letics while excelling in the class-
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involvement, is at the heart of the
Division II philosophy.

All three NCAA divisions
emphasize athletics and academ-
ic excellence for their student-
athletes; after all, the NCAA's
overall mission is to make athlet-
ics an integral part of the educa-
tional experience at all member
schools. The differences among
the divisions emerge primarily in
how schools choose to fund their
athletics programs and in the

national attention they
command.

M o s t
Division I
inst itutions,
for example,
choose to
devote more
f i n a n c i a l
resources to
support their

athletics programs, and many are
able to do so because of the large
media contracts Division I con-
ferences are able to attract, most-
ly to showcase the publicly popu-
lar sports of football and men's
basketball.

Division II student-athletes are
just as competitive and in many

cases just as skilled as their
Division I counterparts, but insti-
tutions in Division II generally
don't have the financial resources
to devote to their athletics pro-
grams or choose not to place
such a heavy financial emphasis
on them.

What makes Division II
unique: Division II schools are
located in 44 states, including
Alaska and Hawaii, and the
District of Columbia. The division
also expands its membership into
Canada with the NCAA's only
international member institution,
Simon Fraser University, and fea-
tures three schools located in
Puerto Rico.

Enrollments at Division II

When the lights go on and
the Lee men’s soccer team
takes the playing field against
Emmanuel College on Sept. 4,
it will mark a dream come true
for the university’s athletic pro-
gram. True years in the mak-
ing, the NCAA banner will be
proudly flown above all Lee’s
athletic facilities.

For years Lee University
made its presence felt in the
NCCAA and NAIA circles. Every
member of the NCCAA knew
about the Flames and over the
past 25 years NAIA programs
were well aware of Lee’s athletic
abilities.

Championships were won
against NCCAA competition
and the Lady Flames racked up
four consecutive NAIA Women’s
Soccer Championships, a
record that may never be bro-
ken. When and where there was
a NAIA national tournament, a
Lee athletic team was usually
in the select field. Those who
choose not to believe should
check with the folks out
Lewiston, Idaho way. The Lee
baseball team became a perma-
nent fixture in that tourney and
finished in the runner-up slot
twice.

But the time came for the Lee
athletic programs to face an
even bigger challenge and a
search began for a NCAA
Division II conference. Again,
the administration did not seek
out an easy route; instead the
university called on the power-
ful leaders of the Gulf South
Conference and was immedi-
ately accepted.

The Gulf South has been
called by many “the SEC of
NCAA Division II”. Over the
past two years the Flames and
Lady Flames have competed
against GSC competition in its
transition period and have
fared above expectations.

Dr. Conn spelled out his goals:
“This is a landmark transi-

tion for Lee University,” said
Lee President Dr. Paul Conn.
“In American collegiate life
today, athletics is important.
Period. So for Lee, it’s impor-
tant for us to do it at the best
possible level, and the move to
NCAA Division II is a part of
that aspiration.” 

“Lee athletic teams have been
winners for many years and we

don’t expect that to stop now.
We realize we will be competing
at a higher level, against
schools and athletes with big-
ger reputations, more
resources and a longer history
in NCAA. But I believe our ath-
letes and coaches are up to the
challenge, and we as a univer-
sity want to provide them with
everything they need to be suc-
cessful.”

Conn added, “When do we
expect to be competitive in the
Gulf South Conference and in
NCAA? Immediately. We don’t
want to spend a couple of years
trying to find ourselves; we
want to play competitively right
away, this very first year, and I
believe in most sports we are
ready to do that.” 

Already GSC programs have
learned about Lee athletics. A
golf championship and cross
country title has been unoffi-
cially registered. The women’s
soccer program finished 10-1
against Gulf South competition
last year and also captured an
unofficial crown. The softball
and baseball teams stepped up
to the challenge as did the vol-
leyball program. It will be
extremely interesting to see
how the Lee clubs compete with
official titles on the line begin-
ning in September.

“The move to Division II mir-
rors the growth and excellence
that Lee has shown throughout
our campus over the past cou-
ple of decades,” commented Lee
Athletic Director Larry
Carpenter. “We have enjoyed
success at the NCCAA and
NAIA levels, but like other pro-
grams on our campus, we felt it
was time to stretch ourselves
and compete against the best.
This is a great opportunity for
our university to partner with
the local community and cele-
brate this historic move as we
bring the NCAA to Cleveland.”

Carpenter was quick to point
out that one of Lee’s goals has
always been to compete for
championships. “We have
found success at the confer-
ence, regional and national lev-
els,” he noted. “With the move
to the GSC and Division II, our
goal is to have all our teams
finish in the top half of the
GSC. This would allow our ath-
letes the opportunity to play for
conference championships and
earn berths in region and
national tournaments. We’ve
competed well against our GSC
opponents the past couple of
years and expect the teams to
do even better now that we are
full members.”

Carpenter expressed thanks
to all the former administra-
tors, coaches and student ath-
letes who paved the way to
where the athletic program is
today. “We have a long and
proud history and I hope all
who have been part of our suc-
cess will celebrate this new era
in Lee athletics.”

Cole Strong worked overtime
for over two years to help make
Lee’s dream of advancing to
NCAA Division II possible.
Gaining membership into the
prestigious organization is not
an easy accomplishment. Filing
hundreds of documents
required many hours of pain-
taking labor and Strong was
the driving force.

“We are thrilled to be starting
our active membership status
within NCAA Division II on
Sept. 1,” said the proud leader.
“Our student-athletes and
coaches have waited patiently
for this moment over the past
three years. They now have the
ability to compete for post-sea-
son play and awards at the con-
ference and national levels. It’s
an exciting time for them. We
look forward to celebrating with
them as we all enjoy this year of
firsts within NCAA Division II.”

Strong continued, “We look to
have a successful year in the
GSC. I think our teams are
ready to compete at a high
level. Hopefully, we will be able
to collect some GSC hardware
in this first year of official par-
ticipation in the league.

“The student-athletes are the
real winners here,” he
explained. “They are now offi-
cially NCAA Division II athletes.
Our men’s soccer team hosts

the first athletic competition on
our campus as full NCAA
Division II member on Sept. 4.
This is going to be a fun and
entertaining evening.”

Region Competition
Not only will the Flames and

Lady Flames be taking part in
the Gulf South Conference,
they will be facing off against
more of the nation’s top
Division II programs when they
advance to region play. Lee
tea-ms will be a part of the
South Region and it consists of
outstanding Florida squads. In
fact, the Sunshine State
Conference has recorded more
than its share of regional and
national championships. The
University of Tampa has been a
long-time power but there are
many others in the Sunshine
State.

The SIAC joins the Gulf
South and Sunshine State in
the three-team region. Lee
baseball coach Mark Brew
probably said it best, “Every
time you look up, a member of
the Sunshine State Conference
seems to be winning a national
championship.”

The Southern Intercollegiate
Conference (SIAC) joins the
Gulf South and Sunshine State
in the three-team region. Lee
baseball coach Mark Brew
probably said it best, “Every
time you look up, a member of
the Sunshine State Conference
seems to be winning a national
championship.”
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See NCAA D2, Page 8A



Division II’s academic philoso-
phy calls for a comprehensive
program of learning and devel-
opment in a personal setting.
The size of many Division II
campuses (about 87 percent of
Division II schools have enroll-
ments of fewer than 8,000 stu-
dents) fosters that personal set-
ting.

As with all NCAA colleges and
universities, student-athletes at
Division II institutions are
required to meet certain academ-
ic standards in order to practice
and compete in athletics. These
benchmarks are called “initial-
eligibility standards” for incom-
ing freshmen and transfer stu-
dents, and “progress-toward-
degree standards” for other stu-
dent-athletes.

These criteria ensure that stu-
dent-athletes are prepared for
the rigors of college coursework
and are on a path to graduate
throughout their college experi-
ence. (These standards are out-
lined more specifically at the
NCAA Eligibility Center website,

where all prospective student-
athletes seeking athletics-based
aid at Divisions I or II institu-
tions must register.)

At the 2014 NCAA
Convention, Division II adopted
a “Path to Graduation” legisla-
tive package that changes the
division’s initial-eligibility and
progress-toward-degree require-
ments for the first time in 31
years. The changes raise the ini-
tial-eligibility GPA requirement
for student-athletes enrolling on
or after August 1, 2018, to a
minimum of 2.2 for qualifiers
(up from the current 2.0) and
establishes for the first time two
sliding scales for full and partial
qualifiers that allows lower stan-
dardized test scores to be offset
by higher high school core
course GPAs.

Data on student-athlete grad-
uation rates support Division II’s
commitment to student-athlete
academic success. All NCAA col-
leges and universities are
required by federal law (the
Student Right-to-Know Act

adopted in 1990) to report stu-
dent graduation rates, and those
institutions offering athletics aid
are required to report for their
student-athletes as well.

Division II established an
“Academic Success Rate” in
2006, which, unlike the federal
graduation rate, measures grad-
uation outcomes for student-ath-
letes who are not receiving athlet-
ically related financial aid. In
addition, the Division II rate
includes transfer student-ath-
letes and midyear enrollees in the
cohort, whereas the federal grad-
uation rate does not. With those
additional criteria, the Division

II cohort includes nearly twice
as many student-athletes as the
federal study.

The most recent Academic
Success Rate for the most recent
incoming class reveals that 71
percent of Division II student-
athletes graduate within six
years of initial enrollment.

There’s no comparable rate for
the student body, but even
using the federal methodology,

Division II student-athletes
graduate at rates higher (about
nine percentage points) than
their student-body peers. That’s
an important statistic for many
Division II schools whose mis-
sions include accommodating
first-generation college stu-
dents.

The NCAA administers 89
championships in 23 sports for
its member institutions. Each
championship is run by a com-
mittee of coaches and adminis-
trators from NCAA member
schools who are experts in their
sport. Division II sponsors and
fully funds 25 national champi-
onships – 12 in men’s sports and
13 in women’s sports – that
annually give the more than
15,000 student-athletes who
participate in them the experi-
ence of a lifetime. Of the three

membership divisions, Division II
provides its student-athletes
with the most access to champi-
onships competition. The most
recent data show that Division II
offers roughly one champi-
onships opportunity for every
seven student-athletes.

Division II Fall Sports
n Cross Country (M/W)
n Field Hockey
n Football
n Soccer (M)
n Soccer (W)
n Volleyball (W)

n National Collegiate Water
Polo (M)

Division II Winter Sports
n Basketball (M)
n Basketball (W)
n National Collegiate Bowling
n National Collegiate Fencing

(M/W)
n National Collegiate

Gymnastics (M)
n National Collegiate

Gymnastics (W)
n National Collegiate Ice

Hockey (W)
n National Collegiate Rifle

(M/W)
n National Collegiate Skiing

(M/W)
n Swimming and Diving (M/W)
n Indoor Track and Field

(M/W)
n Wrestling
Division II Spring Sports
n Baseball
n Golf (M)
n Golf (W)
n Lacrosse (M)
n Lacrosse (W)
n Rowing
n Softball

n Tennis (M/W)
n Outdoor Track and Field

(M/W)
n National Collegiate Beach

Volleyball (W)
n National Collegiate Volleyball

(M)
n National Collegiate Water

Polo (W)
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Division II Championships
NCAA administers 89 championships in 23 sports

tHe men’S Soccer team will be the first Lee team to officially compete against NCAA Division II competition when it hosts Emmanuel
College in the Olive Garden Invitational on Sept. 4 at 7 p.m.

Division II academic philosophy

Harold SmitH is expected to be one of Lee’s top runners in track and cross country during the
2015-16 season.
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 www.fikefh.com • 472-1525

 2443 Spring Creek 
 Boulevard

 473-RLAX
 (7529)

 Cleveland 
 Therapeutic

 Massage Clinic
 SPORTS 

 MASSAGE 
 THERAPY

 CONGRATULATIONS

 WE
 OFFER

 Marcia Botts
 Cell 423-400-1042

 Serving Your Real Estate Needs Since 1980. 
 Contact any of our experienced professionals for 

 all your Real Estate Needs.

 1009 KEITH STREET 
 423-476-3205

 www.awardrealty.org
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

 Dennis Botts
 423-310-3326

 Jacqueline Caffrey
 423-310-8887

 Genelle Hardin
 423-476-3205

 Heath Davis
 423-618-5854

 Rogelio Lantigua
 423-999-6986

 Stuart Williams
 423-280-8338

 Mary Jo White
 423-284-4488

 Steve Holder
 423-478-5668

 Jay Helsdon
 423-650-6564

 HABLAMOS

 ESPANOL

 CONGRATULATIONS LEE 
 UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC 

 DEPARTMENT

 •  PSC provides 24/7 Drug and Alcohol 
 Testing for Governments, Industry, 
 Business and the Legal System.

 •  PSC provides DNA Paternity Testing and DNA Forensic (Heritage 
 Testing)

 •  PSC provides “Any Labs” Services. We serve as a lab 
 collection site for your out of town doctors.

 •  PSC provides parents, coaches, councilors, 
 employers and families a 6-panel drug test for $5.00

 Physician Services Drug & Alcohol Testing
 2650 Executive Park, NW Suite 5
 Cleveland, TN 37312
 423-479-9679 1-800-315-0060

 David E. Sink, Sr
 423-298-1214
 DSinkpsc@aol.com

 If you have any questions regarding our services, contact:

 or

 Who is Physician Services Drug & Alcohol Testing?

 AMAZING LOW 
 PRICES ON ANY 

 LAB WORK

 CONGRATULATIONS
 ON THIS HISTORIC ACHIEVEMENT
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GULF SOUTH CONFERENCE
MEMBER INSTITUTIONS
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 Farm House
 Catering for 

 all occasions!
 2260 Harrison Pike
 (423) 339-9998

 Family Restaurant

 FarmhouseCleveland

 CONGRATULATIONS

 Homestyle Dining - 
 Relaxing Atmosphere
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Life Care Centers of America 
congratulates Lee University on 

of NCAA Division II.

We are proud of our local 
students and athletes. 
GO FLAMES! LCCA.com

Division II
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Golf and Track & Field
Championship events and SHC
in Women's Golf only.

Listed below and in chrono-
logical order are the 2015-16
GSC Championship Events.

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S

CROSS COUNTRY

All teams compete
Saturday, October 24
Men’s 8K start time (9:00 am);

Women’s 5K start time (approx.
30 minutes after men’s race)

Neutral Site:   Oakville Indian
Mounds Course in Danville,
Alabama -- Directions -- 8K Map
-- 5K Map

Defending Men’s Champion --
West Alabama

Defending Women’s
Champion -- Union

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S

SOCCER

Six teams qualify
Campus Sites
Tuesday, November 3 @ #3

and #4 seeds; Friday & Sunday,
November 6 & 8 @ #1 seed

Defending Men’s Champion --
West Alabama 

Defending Women’s
Champion -- Valdosta State

VOLLEYBALL

Six teams qualify
Campus Sites
Tuesday, November 17 @ #3

and #4 seeds; Saturday-
Sunday, November 21-22 @ #1
seed

Defending Champion --
Valdosta State -- Bracket --
Tournament Home Page

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S

BASKETBALL

Eight teams qualify
Campus Sites: Tuesday,

March 1 @ #1, #2, #3 and #4
seeds -- Bracket -- Home Page

Neutral Site: Pete Hanna
Center @ Samford University,
Birmingham, Alabama --
Friday-Saturday, March 4-5

Women’s Champion -- Union
Men’s Champion -- Alabama

Huntsville

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S

TENNIS

Eight teams qualify
Thursday-Saturday, April 14-

16 (April 17 reserved as "rain
date") -- Bracket -- Home Page

Neutral Site: Lagoon Park
Tennis Center and O'Connor
Tennis Center, Montgomery,
Alabama

Defending Men's Champion --
West Florida

Defending Women's
Champion -- West Florida

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S GOLF

Both events are three-round,
54-hole Tournaments

Sunday-Tuesday, April 17-19
--  Men's Info Page  --  Women's
Info Page  --  Tee Times

Neutral Site:   Robert Trent
Jones Trail at The Shoals,
Muscle Shoals, Alabama

Defending Men's Champion --
West Florida

Defending Women's
Champion -- West Florida

*MEN’S AND WOMEN’S

TRACK & FIELD

INVITATIONAL

Thursday-Saturday, April 21-
23

Campus Site:   Mississippi
College, James E. Parkman
Track, Clinton, Miss. 

Inaugural Championships

*WOMEN’S LACROSSE

INVITATIONAL

Campus Site (No. 1 seed)
Friday & Sunday, April 22 &

24 
Inaugural Championship

SOFTBALL

Six teams qualify
Campus Site (No. 1 seed)
Thursday-Saturday, April 28-

30 
("If necessary" game could

extend the Tournament until
May 1)

Defending Champion --
Shorter

BASEBALL

Six teams qualify
Campus Site (No. 1 seed)
Saturday-Tuesday, May 7-10
Defending Champion -- West

Alabama

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — As the
Gulf South Conference (GSC)
Women's Soccer season
approaches, Lee, in its first
year of being eligible for GSC
and NCAA Division II champi-
onships, will enter the 2015
year as the preseason favorite,
as dubbed by the conference
coaches.

The Lady Flames, in
their  final transition year,
paced the GSC by going 10-1 to
top the conference standings
and 15-4-2 overall. Lee com-
pleted the 2014 season by
claiming the 2014 NCCAA
National Tournament crown.

The Lady Flames garnered
the unanimous decision as the
preseason favorite with 10 first-
place votes.

Valdosta State claimed it's
first-ever GSC Tournament title
last season, downing North
Alabama 3-0 in the final

Two new head coaches join
the GSC ranks this season.
Chris Hennessey will serve as
the interim for Lee, while Lisa
Mann, former head coach of
Presbyterian Christian High
School (PCHS) in Hattiesburg,
Miss., will guide Spring Hill.

The 2015 Preseason All-GSC
Team is comprised of 11-total
players this year. Leading the
charge were Lee, West Florida,
West Alabama and Christian
Brothers, all placing two stand-
outs each to the list. LU had
Laura Thacker and Summer
Lanter.

Thacker and Lanter were red-
shirted last season as the Lady
Flames saved the two stand-
outs for the first official season
in the GSC and NCAA DII.
During the 2013 season Lanter,
who will be a red-shirt sopho-

more, scored a team-leading 16
goals. Thacker, a red-shirt sen-
ior, was the heart and soul of a
Lee defense that allowed less
than one goal per game. Red-
shirt sophomore goalkeeper
Haley Gribler has recovered
from an injury and also
returns. 

Forwards Mia Hollingworth
and Lauren Peters were select-
ed as 2015 Newcomers by the
GSC coaches.

2015 PRESEASON

ALL-GSC TEAM

GK Issy Foster West Alabama
Jr. Telford, England

D Shelby Jennings Valdosta
State Sr. Suwanee, Ga.

D Laura Thacker Lee Sr.
Lowestoft, England

D Chanel Mosley Shorter So.
Woodstock, Ga.

M Chelsea Casaccia
Christian Brothers Jr. Tampa,
Fla.

M Camilla Rodrigues
Christian Brothers r-Jr. Belo
Horizonte, Brazil

M Katy Morris West Alabama
Sr. Wigan, England

M Sara Helgadottir West
Florida Jr. Grindav'k, Iceland

F Daryl Bell West Florida So.
Sarasota, Fla.

F Summer Lanter Lee So.
Soddy-Daisy, Tenn.

F Chloe Richards North
Alabama Sr. Cornwall, England

2015 TOP NEWCOMERS

TO THE GSC

D Hannah Oglesby UAH Fr.
Alabaster, Ala./Thompson High
School

M Mia Jetsu UAH Fr.
Huntsville, Ala./Grissom High
School

M Ingrid Mello CBU Jr. Belo
Horizonte, Brazil/Temple

M Taylor Guess DSU Jr.
Prairie Village,
Kan./Southwestern Christian

F Camila Segura DSU So.
Bogota, Columbia/Southeast
Missouri State

F Mia Hollingsworth LU Fr.
Libertyville, Ill./Libertyville
High School

F Lauren Peters LU Fr.
Casstown, Ohio/Troy Christian

M Samantha Carson MC Fr.
Bury St. Edmunds,
England/King Edward IV High
School

F Jess Davenport MC Fr.
Widnes, England/St. Peter &
Paul Catholic College

F Kylie Huey UNA Fr.
Arlington, Tenn./Arlington
High School

D/M Paige Porter UNA Fr.
Kennesaw, Ga./Harrison High
School

M Brittany McNair SHC Jr.
Ocean Springs,
Miss./Columbus State

F Jen Rogers SU Jr.
Liverpool, England/Hutchinson
Community College

D/M Amber Miller SU Gr.
Tampa, Fla./Appalachian State

D/M Hannah Hillburn UU
Fr. Collierville,

Tenn./Collierville High School
F/D Briley Mushill UU Fr.

Edwardsville, Ill./Edwardsville
High School

D Jade Reynolds VSU Sr.
Oxford, England/College of
Charleston

D/M Kyana Campbell VSU
Jr. Lilburn, Ga./Georgia
Perimeter

M Nicole Giarruso UWA Fr.
Royal Palm Beach, Fla./Royal
Palm Beach Comm. High
School

F Sena Wogormebu UWA Fr.
London, England/Mount

Carmel Catholic College for
Girls

M/F Kayla Douglas UWF Fr.
Fort Walton Beach,
Fla./Choctaw High School

M/F Kelsey Douglas UWF Fr.
Fort Walton Beach,
Fla./Choctaw High School

F Rachel Lane UWG Fr.
Daphne, Ala./Daphne High
School

F Alexis Lewis UWG Fr.
Woodstock, Ga./River Ridge
High Sc

The Gulf South Conference
recognizes official champions in
all 14 sponsored sports and
Invitational Champions in three
"emerging sports." The GSC
conducts championship events
in seven men's sports (baseball,
basketball, cross country, golf,
soccer, tennis and track & field)
and eight women's sports (bas-
ketball, cross country, lacrosse,

soccer, softball, tennis, track &
field and volleyball). The
Football Championship is
awarded to the team(s) with the
highest win-loss percentage in
league competition. 

In 2015-16, the GSC will con-
duct Invitational Tournaments
in men's and women's track &
field and women's lacrosse in

hopes of officially sponsoring
those sports in the next two
years.  Results from those three
events will not be included in
the All-Sports Trophy calcula-
tions.   Contests against future
members Mississippi College
(2016-17) and Spring Hill (2017-
18, soccer only) count in the
league standings. MC will also
compete in the Cross Country,
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 Off I-75 Exit 25
 2600 Westside Dr., Cleveland

 CONGRATULATIONS

 We are so proud of you and this 
 truly amazing accomplishment. 
 We wish you and your athletics 

 departments much success.

 We appreciate the faculty, staff, 
 students and everyone associated 

 with the University for the 
 support & loyalty they have 

 shown our restaurant.

 SUMMER’S END SUNGLASS SALE!

 Walter F Peterson, OD • Blake A Peterson, OD • Kari Hudson, OD

 Prescription or Non-Prescription Sunglasses from now until September 31st!
 EVERYONE NEEDS A GOOD PAIR OF SUNGLASSES!
 NEED AN EXAM? CALL TODAY 423-472-6517

 2020 Keith St NW Cleveland TN

 Not to be used with any vision 
 plan or any other discount.

 25% OFF
 SUNGLASSES!!

 Bruce 
 Bradford

 NMLS: 772548

 2596 Keith St.,
 Cleveland, TN 37312

 (423) 479.8553

 Congratulations

 You are an institution we are all truly proud of.

 Cleveland Service Center

 Adkins Automotive 
 & Diesel Shop

 Automotive & Diesel Specialist
 Dwayne Adkins - Owner

 440 Broad Street
 Cleveland, TN 37311

 Phone: 423.559.1975 • Fax: 423.614.5562
 dwayne@adkinsdiesel.com

2015-16 Gulf South Conference Championship Events

Senior

Bernadette
Little will be

looking to lead
the women’s

golf team to a
Gulf South

Conference
Championship

in 2016.

Senior

Peyton Sliger
hopes to be
looking over
plenty of birdie
putts during the
2015-16 men’s
golf season.

Women’s soccer picked as preseason GSC favorite

 Don’t 
 Throw 

 Me 
 Away!

 I’m 
 Recyclable!



The Southern Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (SIAC) was
founded in 1913 and today, more
than 100 years later, the confer-
ence remains one of the nation’s
most viable forces in intercollegiate
athletics.

On December 30, 1913, repre-
sentatives of the following institu-
tions met at Morehouse College to
consider the regulations of inter-
collegiate athletics among black
colleges in the southeast: Alabama
State University, Atlanta
University, Clark College, Fisk
University, Jackson College,
Morehouse College, Morris Brown
College, Talladega College and
Tuskegee Institute. The represen-
tatives formed a permanent organ-
ization (The Southeastern
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference)
which has had a continuous histo-
ry to the present. In 1929, they
changed the name of this organiza-
tion to The Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference.

Two institutions have held con-
tinuous membership in the confer-
ence: Clark College (now Clark
Atlanta University) and Tuskegee
University. Other institutions
which have held membership are
Alabama A&M University, Allen
University, Benedict College,
Bethune-Cookman University,
Edward Waters College, Fisk
University, Florida A&M
University, Jackson State
University, Knoxville College,
Morris Brown College, Rust
College, Savannah State
University, South Carolina State
University, Tennessee State
University and Xavier University.

The present membership is
composed of fourteen different
institutions in six states (Alabama,
Georgia, Kentucky, Ohio, South
Carolina and Tennessee): Albany
State University, Benedict College,
Central State University, Claflin
University, Clark Atlanta
University, Fort Valley State
University, Kentucky State
University, Lane College, LeMoyne-
Owen College, Miles College,
Morehouse College, Paine College,
Stillman College and Tuskegee
University. In the fall of 2014,
Spring Hill College (Mobile,

Alabama) will join the SIAC as its
15th member.

The SIAC is a member of the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) and partici-
pates on the Division II level.
Annually, the SIAC sponsors seven
men’s championships (baseball,
basketball, cross country, football,
golf, outdoor track & field and ten-
nis) and six women’s champi-
onships (basketball, cross country,
outdoor track & field, softball, ten-
nis and volleyball).

As the second oldest historically
black college and university athlet-
ic conference, the SIAC has one of
the most storied histories in all of
the NCAA. Many of the confer-
ence’s former athletes and coaches
have transcended to larger-than-
life characters that continue to be
monumental in the world of sports.
Furthermore, the chronicles of
many SIAC programs are have
been vital to the foundation of
American society.

SIAC schools are known for
being staunch competitors, where
many have flourished to the

realms of national and global
celebrity. As a whole, the confer-
ence has staked its claim to more
than 50 team and individual
national championships. In 1978,
Florida A&M became the first
black college to win a NCAA
Football National Championship
on any level when they defeat
Massachusetts, 35-28, in the
inaugural NCAA I-AA
Championship Game.

The SIAC has a rich history on
the gridiron, as some of the biggest
names in college and professional
sports began their careers in the
conference. Headlining the list are
Pro Football Hall of Famers
“Bullet” Bob Hayes (Florida A&M),
David “Deacon” Jones (South
Carolina State), Larry Little
(Bethune-Cookman), Shannon
Sharpe (Savannah State), John
Stallworth (Alabama A&M) and
Rayfield Wright (Fort Valley State).
Former Tuskegee legend Ben
Stevenson, legendary Florida A&M
football coach Jake Gaither, Fort
Valley State’s all-time winningest
head football coach Douglass
Porter, Florida A&M’s Tyrone
McGriff and Willie “Gallopin Gall”
Gailmore are enshrined in the
College Football Hall of Fame. Fort
Valley State alums Greg Lloyd, a
former All-Pro for the Pittsburgh
Steelers and recent inductee into
the SIAC Hall of Fame, along with
Tyrone Poole, a two-time Super
Bowl Champion for the New
England Patriots, are members of
the NCAA Division II Football Hall
of Fame.

Former Morehouse All-SIAC
quarterback Jerome Boger has
established himself as a top tier
NFL official, recently serving as the
head official for Superbowl XLVII
between the Baltimore Ravens and
San Francisco 49ers. Playing a key
role in that same contest was Lane
alum and current Ravens wide
receiver/kick returner Jacoby
Jones, who scored two touch-
downs in the game. Jones high-
lights an impressive roster of for-
mer SIAC student-athletes playing
in the league. Overall, the confer-
ence has produced more than 300
NFL players.

The SIAC is also home to football
coaching legends Alonzo “Jake”
Gaither and Cleveland Leigh
“Major” Abbott. Gaither posted a
203-36-4 record (.835) and guided
Florida A&M to six black college
national championships, coupled
with 22 SIAC titles during his 25-
year tenure as head coach. Cleve
Abbott coached all sports at
Tuskegee during his 32 years at
the school from 1923-1955.
During this time, he won 11 SIAC
football championships and seven
black college national champi-
onships. Abbott’s teams were fron-
trunners in the conference during
the 1920’s, posting six undefeated
seasons while winning 46 consec-
utive games. From 1936-56,
Abbott coached track and field,
winning 25 of the 36 national AAU
Championships in which his
Tigers teams participated.

The SIAC’s renowned history
extends to the hardwood, as two of
the first four blacks selected to
play in the NBA were from the con-
ference. Some of the former stars,
who have enjoyed success in the
NBA include: Florida A&M’s Nate
“Sweetwater” Clifton and Clemon
Johnson, in addition to the Jones
brothers – Caldwell, Charles,
Major and Wilbert of Albany State.
The late Ed Adams was a member
of the 1934 Tuskegee squad that
won the inaugural SIAC basketball
tournament championship.
Adams would later became a
coach, spending 23 seasons lead-
ing Tuskegee to 645 wins, posting
an .811 winning percentage while
becoming the first black basketball
coach to win 500 games. Former
Temple University head coach
John Chaney began his basketball
career at Bethune-Cookman,
where he scored more than 3,500
points and led the Wildcats to an
SIAC Championship in the late
1950’s. Long-time Fort Valley State
women’s basketball head coach
Lonnie Bartley became the all-time
winningest black college women’s
basketball coach in 2012 after 28
seasons at the helm. Both Chaney
and Bartley are 2014 SIAC Hall of
Fame inductees.
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SIAC founded over 100 years ago

sadie JohNsoN will be
serving it up against opponents
in the GSC. SSC and SIAC this
season.

Nia Raye CeasaR will be called on to help bat the Lee softball
team over teams from the SSC and the SIAC in South Region play.

Founded in 1975, the Sunshine
State Conference has risen from a
single sport organization to the
Division II “Conference of National
Champions.” Since its inception,
the conference has grown steadily
in sports played, membership and
national prominence.

Sunshine State Conference
schools have won NCAA national
championships (94 total) in base-
ball, softball, men’s and women’s
golf, men’s and women’s soccer,
men’s basketball, women's row-
ing, men’s and women’s tennis
and volleyball, and are nationally
recognized in men’s and women’s
cross country and men's and
women's swimming. The first
NCAA Division II national champi-
onship won by an SSC sponsored
school was in the spring of 1978.
The Florida Southern College
baseball team captured the
national crown that year.

The SSC has led all 24 Division
II conferences in the NCAA
Academic Success Rate nearly
every year it has been measured.
Each year, over 1,000 student-
athletes are named to the
Commissioner's Honor Roll with
GPA's over 3.20 on a 4.00 scale.

Through a wide range of initia-
tives, the SSC, its member institu-
tions and student-athletes are
actively involved in the Florida
community. On a conference-wide
basis, the SSC SAAC participates
in an annual community service
project at Give Kids the World
Village in Kissimmee, Florida in
addition to fundraising efforts
conducted annually for the Make-
A-Wish Foundation.

MEMBER INSTITUTIONS
Barry University

Location: Miami Shores, Fla.
Nickname: Buccaneers
Joined SSC: 1988
Enrollment: 8,500
Founded: 1940

Colors: Red, Black and Silver
President: Sister Linda

Bevilacqua
Athletic Director: Mike Covone
Senior Woman

Administrator/Associate AD: Dr.
Bridget Lyons

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Eileen
McDonough

Sports Information Director:
Dennis Jezek, Jr.

Athletic Website:
GoBarryBucs.com

Eckerd College
Location: St. Petersburg, Fla.
Nickname: Tritons
Joined SSC: 1975 (Charter

Member)
Enrollment: 1,840
Founded: 1958
Colors: Teal, Navy and White
President: Dr. Donald R.

Eastman III
Athletic Director: Dr. Bob

Fortosis
Senior Woman

Administrator/Assistant AD:
Michelle Piantadosi

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Anthony
Brunello

Sports Information Director:
John Anderson

Athletic Website: eckerdtri-
tons.com

Florida Southern College
Location: Lakeland, Fla.
Nickname: Moccasins
Joined SSC: 1975 (Charter

Member)
Enrollment: 1,935
Founded: 1883
Colors: Scarlet and White
President: Dr. Anne Kerr
Athletic Director: Pete Meyer
Senior Woman

Administrator/Assistant AD: Jill
Stephens

Faculty Athletics

Representative: Malcolm Manners
Assistant AD/Athletic

Communications: Ben Greenberg
Athletic Website: fscmocs.com

Florida Institute of
Technology

Location: Melbourne, Fla.
Nickname: Panthers
Joined SSC: 1981
Enrollment: 16,000
Founded: 1958
Colors: Crimson and Gray
President: Dr. Anthony J.

Catanese
Athletic Director: Bill Jurgens
Senior Woman

Administrator/Associate AD: Jen
Mercurio

Assistant AD/Athletic
Communications: Ryan Jones

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Frank Webbe

Athletic Website: floridatech-
sports.com

Lynn University
Location: Boca Raton, Fla.
Nickname: Fighting Knights
Joined SSC: 1997
Enrollment: 2,010
Founded: 1962
Colors: Royal Blue and White
President: Dr. Kevin M. Ross
Athletic Director: Devin Crosby
Senior Woman

Administrator/Assistant AD: Sara
Quatrocky

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Ralph Norcio

Sports Information Director:
Chad Beattie

Athletic Website: lynnfight-
ingknights.com

Nova Southeastern
University

Location: Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Nickname: Sharks
Joined SSC: 2002
Enrollment: 29,154
Founded: 1964
Colors: Navy and Gray

President: Dr. George Hanbury
Athletic Director: Michael

Mominey
Senior Woman

Administrator/Associate AD:
Kelley Kish

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Steve Russo

Assistant AD/Media Relations:
B. Keith Smith

Athletic Website:
nsusharks.com

Rollins College
Location: Winter Park, Fla.
Nickname: Tars
Joined SSC: 1975 (Charter

Member)
Enrollment: 2,946
Founded: 1885
Colors: Blue and Gold
President: Dr. Grant H.

Cornwell
Athletic Director: Pennie Parker
Senior Woman

Administrator/Assistant AD: Dr.
Margie Sullivan

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Joan Davison

Assistant AD/Athletic
Communications: Nate Weyant

Athletic Website:
rollinssports.com

Saint Leo University
Location: Saint Leo, Fla.
Nickname: Lions
Joined SSC: 1975 (Charter

Member)
Enrollment: 14,000
Founded: 1889
Colors: Green and Gold
President: Dr. William J.

Lennox, Jr.
Athletic Director: Francis X.

Reidy
Senior Woman

Administrator/Associate AD:
Michelle Edwards

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Carol Walker

Sports Information Director:
Pete Lefresne

Athletic Website:
saintleolions.com

University of Tampa
Location: Tampa, FL
Nickname: Spartans
Joined SSC: 1981
Enrollment: 7,500
Founded: 1931
Colors: Red, Black and Gold
President: Dr. Ronald L.

Vaughn
Athletic Director: Larry Marfise
Senior Woman

Administrator/Assistant AD: Cher
Pittenger

Faculty Athletics
Representative: Dr. Eric Vlahov

Sports Information Director:
Tom Kolbe

Athletic Website: tampaspar-
tans.com

Sunshine State (SSC) owns 94 D2 titles
SOUTH REGION ROUNDUP
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THe LADy FLAmes will be sky-high when they open the home volleyball season on Sept. 11 when they host the annual Lee Invitational.

THe 2015 Lee women’s soccer team is picked by the GSC coaches to claim the regular-season conference crown.

THe Lee men’s soccer team will send Jon Finlay into action as they seek a GSC championship

Fall Sports Schedules
VOLLEYBALL

Date Time Opponent Location H/A/N Conf. Game

9/11 11 AM Campbellsville Univ. Cleveland, Tenn.     H ——
9/11 8 PM Barton College Cleveland, Tenn.     H ——
9/12 12 PM Emmanuel College Cleveland, Tenn.     H ——
9/12 6 PM Bryan College Cleveland, Tenn.     H ——
9/15 7 PM Trevecca University Cleveland, Tenn.     H N
9/18 8 PM Univ. of Ala. in Huntsville Hunstville, Ala.        A Y
9/19 3 PM Univ. of North Alabama Florence, Ala. A Y
9/22 6 PM Christian Brothers Univ. Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
9/25 6 PM Univ. of West Florida Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
9/26 2 PM Valdosta State University Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
10/2 7 PM Univ. of West Alabama Livingston, Ala.       A Y
10/3 7 PM Univ. of West Georgia Carrollton, Ga. A Y
10/6 7 PM Union University Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
10/8 7 PM Shorter University Rome, Ga.              A Y
10/10 1 PM Mississippi College Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
10/13 6 PM Emory University Atlanta, Ga. A N
10/20 7 PM Union University Jackson, Tenn.        A Y
10/23 7 PM Univ. of North Alabama Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
10/24 12 PM Univ. of Ala. in Huntsville Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
10/24 TBA Trevecca University Cleveland, Tenn.     H N
10/27 6 PM Christian Brothers Univ. Memphis, Tenn.      A Y
10/30 6 PM Valdosta State University Valdosta, Ga. A Y
10/31 5 PM Univ. of West Florida Pensacola, Fla.       A Y
11/6 7 PM Univ. of West Georgia Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
11/7 7 PM Univ. of West Alabama Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
11/10 7 PM Shorter University Cleveland, Tenn.     H Y
11/13 7 PM Mississippi College Clinton, Miss. A Y

WOMEN’S SOCCER

MEN’S SOCCER

Date Time Opponent Location H/A/N Conf. Game

9/4 5 PM Rollins College Columbus, Ga. N N
9/6 4:30 PM Columbus State Univ. Columbus, Ga. A N
9/11 7 PM Newberry College Cleveland, Tenn. H N
9/13 6 PM Lincoln Memorial Univ. Cleveland, Tenn. H N
9/16 7 PM Georgia College Milledgville, Ga. A N
9/20 8 PM Univ. of North Alabama Florence, Ala. A Y
9/25 5 PM Univ. of West Georgia Carrolton, Ga. A Y
9/27 2 PM Valdosta State Univ. Cleveland, Tenn. H Y
10/2 5 PM Univ. of West Florida Pensacola, Fla. A Y
10/4 1 PM Spring Hill College Mobile, Ala. A Y
10/9 5 PM Univ. of West Alabama Cleveland, Tenn. H Y
10/11 2 PM Univ. of Ala. in Huntsville Cleveland, Tenn. H Y
10/16 1:30 PM Delta State Univeristy Cleveland, Miss. A Y
10/18 1 PM Mississippi College Clinton, Miss. A Y
10/23 5 PM Christian Brothers Univ. Cleveland, Tenn. H Y
10/25 2 PM Union University Cleveland, Tenn. H Y
10/30 7 PM Shorter University Cleveland, Tenn. H Y

Date Opponent Location Time
9/4 Emmanuel College Cleveland, TN 7 PM
9/5 Trevecca Nazarene University Cleveland, TN 7 PM
9/8 Dalton State College Cleveland, TN 7 PM
9/11 Palm Beach Atlantic Univ. (Lynn Univ. Tourn.) Boca Raton, FL 4:30 PM
9/12 Lynn University(Lynn Univ. Tourn.) Boca Raton, FL 7 PM
9/16 Montevallo University Montevallo, AL 6 PM
9/19 Oakland City University (IN) Cleveland, TN 7 PM
9/22 North Georgia University Dahlonega, GA 7 PM
9/24 Bryan College Cleveland, TN 7 PM
10/2 University of West Florida * Pensacola, FL 7 PM
10/4 Spring Hill University * Mobile, AL 3:30 PM
10/9 University of West Alabama * Cleveland TN 7 PM
10/11 University of Alabama in Hunstville * Cleveland, TN 4:30 PM
10/16 Delta State University * Cleveland, MS 3:30 PM
10/18 Mississippi College * Clinton, MS 3:30 PM
10/23 Christian Brothers University * Cleveland, TN 7 PM
10/25 Union University * Cleveland, TN 4:30 PM
10/30 Shorter University * Cleveland, TN 5 PM
GSC Game* 

CROSS COUNTRY
Date Opponent Location
9/10 Sewanee Invitational Sewannee, TN
9/12 Alabama Huntsville Invite Nashville, TN
10/3 Greater Louisville Classic Louisville, KY
10/9 Royals Challenge Charlotte, NC
10/24 Gulf South Conference Championship Florence, AL
11/7 South Region Championship TBA
11/21 NCAA National Championship TBA

schools range from more than
25,000 to less than 2,500,
though about 87 percent of the
division's member schools have
fewer than 8,000 students.

Division II offers a "partial-
scholarship" model for financial
aid in which most student-ath-
letes' college experiences are
funded through a mix of athletics
scholarships, academic aid,
need-based grants and/or
employment earnings.

Division II features a high
championship-participant ratio
(one championship opportunity
for every seven student-athletes -
the highest among all three NCAA
divisions), an emphasis on
regional competition in order to
reduce missed class time, and a
robust community engagement
philosophy that integrates stu-
dent-athletes within both their
campus and regional communi-
ties.

Division II is the only NCAA
division that conducts National
Championships Festivals, an
Olympic-style event in which a
number of national champi-
onships are held at a single site
over several days. Division II ini-
tiated the Festival concept in
spring 2004 in Orlando, Florida.
Subsequent Festivals occurred in
fall 2006 at the University of West
Florida in Pensacola, Florida;
spring 2008 (Houston); winter
2009 (Houston); fall 2010
(Louisville); spring 2012
(Louisville); winter 2013
(Birmingham, Alabama) and fall
2014 (Louisville). Upcoming
Festivals are scheduled for spring
sports in May 2016 in Denver,
and for winter sports in 2017 in
Birmingham.

Division II student-athletes get
their share of television exposure.
Since 2006, the NCAA has pro-
duced regular-season Division II

television broadcasts in football
and men's and women's basket-
ball. CBS Sports Network has
aired more than 60 games featur-
ing more than 100 Division II
institutions in a regular-season
national television broadcast. In
addition, almost all Division II
championship finals are either
broadcast live or live-streamed
online.

Student-athletes generally
comprise a high percentage of the
student body at Division II
schools, which insists that ath-
letics is an important component
of the learning experience at
these institutions.

The Division II Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee initiated a
fundraising campaign with the
Make-A-Wish Foundation and is
entering its 12th year in partner-
ship with the program. In 2013-
14, Division II student-athletes
raised $567,778 for the Make-A-

Wish project, bringing the total
raised to more than $3.5 million.

Division II schools are located
in 44 states, including Alaska
and Hawaii, and the District of
Columbia. The division also
expands its membership into
Canada with the NCAA's only
international member institution,
Simon Fraser University, and fea-
tures three schools located in
Puerto Rico.

Enrollments at Division II
schools range from more than
25,000 to less than 2,500,
though about 87 percent of the
division's member schools have
fewer than 8,000 students.

Division II offers a "partial-
scholarship" model for financial
aid in which most student-ath-
letes' college experiences are
funded through a mix of athletics
scholarships, academic aid,
need-based grants and/or
employment earnings.

Division II features a high
championship-participant ratio
(one championship opportunity
for every seven student-athletes -
the highest among all three NCAA

divisions), an emphasis on
regional competition in order to
reduce missed class time, and a
robust community engagement
philosophy that integrates stu-
dent-athletes within both their
campus and regional communi-
ties.

Division II is the only NCAA
division that conducts National
Championships Festivals, an
Olympic-style event in which a
number of national champi-
onships are held at a single site
over several days. Division II ini-
tiated the Festival concept in
spring 2004 in Orlando, Florida.
Subsequent Festivals occurred in
fall 2006 at the University of West
Florida in Pensacola, Florida;
spring 2008 (Houston); winter
2009 (Houston); fall 2010
(Louisville); spring 2012
(Louisville); winter 2013
(Birmingham, Alabama) and fall
2014 (Louisville). Upcoming
Festivals are scheduled for spring
sports in May 2016 in Denver,
and for winter sports in 2017 in
Birmingham.

Division II student-athletes get

their share of television exposure.
Since 2006, the NCAA has pro-
duced regular-season Division II
television broadcasts in football
and men's and women's basket-
ball. CBS Sports Network has
aired more than 60 games featur-
ing more than 100 Division II
institutions in a regular-season
national television broadcast. In
addition, almost all Division II
championship finals are either
broadcast live or live-streamed
online.

Student-athletes generally
comprise a high percentage of the
student body at Division II
schools, which insists that ath-
letics is an important component
of the learning experience at
these institutions.

The Division II Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee initiated a
fundraising campaign with the
Make-A-Wish Foundation and is
entering its 12th year in partner-
ship with the program. In 2013-
14, Division II student-athletes
raised $567,778 for the Make-A-
Wish project, bringing the total
raised to more than $3.5 million.
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Lee University was a member of
the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) for
39 years, achieving success both
at the conference and national
level during nearly four decades of
competition. The Flames began
play in the NAIA during the 1974-
75 season with men’s basketball
being the only intercollegiate
sponsored sport at that time.

As the campus and student
body began to grow so did the ath-
letic department. Men’s golf was
the second sport to come along,
beginning play in 1976. Women’s
basketball was added just two
years later in 1978.

Under the leadership of
President Paul Conn the athletic
program really began to take
shape in the late 80s. Men’s soccer
and softball were added in 1987
with volleyball and men’s tennis
coming a year later. Women’s ten-
nis began play in 1990 with
women’s soccer following in 1992
and men’s and women’s cross
country added in 1993. The base-
ball program was reinstated in
1997 following a brief run in the
mid-70s.

After the addition of the base-
ball program 12 years would pass
before Lee added women’s golf in
2008 to correlate with the hiring of
new golf coach John Maupin.
Track and Field was the last sport
to be added in 2010.

The Lee athletic program start-
ed to make strides in the NAIA on
the national scene in the early
2000s. The women’s soccer pro-
gram put an exclamation point on
the school’s run of success with a
record setting four-straight NAIA
National Championships from
2008-2011. The baseball team
(2008, 2010) and the women’s
basketball team (2013) also
appeared in national champi-
onship games, finishing as run-
ner-up on three occasions.

The Flames and Lady Flames
produced 174 NAIA All-Americans
beginning with men’s basketball
player JoVann Johnson in 2001.
Five different athletes claimed
NAIA Player of the Year honors on
six different occasions. In 2007
men’s soccer star Ricardo Pierre-
Louis was named the best NAIA
soccer player in the country.
Women’s soccer standouts
Christine Christensen (2009) and
Jamie Achten (2010, 2011)
claimed the top honor during the
run of championships for the Lady
Flames. Former Olympian and
softball captain Johanna Gomez
won in 2010 and Dominique
Hannah capped a fantastic sopho-
more season in 2013 with the
award.

Lee student-athletes also
thrived in the classroom with 302
players being named NAIA
Scholar-Athletes. In order to qual-
ify for the distinction a student-
athlete had to be a junior or senior
with a 3.50 or higher cumulative
GPA.

Men’s Basketball
The men’s basketball team offi-

cially tipped off the NAIA era dur-
ing the 1974-75 season. Under the
direction of head coach Earl
Rowan the Flames (Then Vikings)
scored a big win over perennial
NAIA power Carson-Newman, win-
ning on the road 85-67 on Nov. 25,

1974. Larry Carpenter led the way
with 30 points in the victory for
Lee.

The first season would end with
the Flames hosting the NAIA
District 24 tournament at
Cleveland State Community
College. Lee fell to Pikeville College,
92-80 with Kentucky State even-
tually claiming the tournament
crown.

Randy Steele took control of the
program in 1985 and helped the
Flames claim their first NAIA con-
ference championship when they
won the District 24 Eastern
Division in 1987. Lee would follow
that up with two more District 24
Division titles in 1988 and 1990.
In all seven of Steele’s seasons the
Flames finished with 20-plus
wins. Hall of Famer Steve Hunt
was the first Lee basketball player
to receive All-American honors
when he was
named to the
H o n o r a b l e
Mention team at
the end of the
1990 season.

Carpenter was
promoted to
head coach in
1992 after serv-
ing as longtime assistant and led
the Flames until 1999 when he
stepped down to become Lee’s first
full-time Athletic Director.

Rick Hughes was penned to
take over the men’s basketball
program at the start of the 1999-
2000 season. Hughes directed the
Flames from 1999-2005 and
helped Lee reach its first NAIA
National Tournament in just his
second season. The Flames fin-
ished with a 28-7 and the pro-
gram’s first TranSouth Conference
title. JoVann Johnson became
Lee’s first NAIA All-American fin-
ishing the year with 18 points per
game.

Lee would return to the National
Tournament for a second time
under Hughes in 2003 and earned
their highest finish in program
history, advancing all the way to
the Elite Eight. The Flames
claimed the first National
Tournament victory in school his-
tory with a 68-58 win over Carroll
College in the first round.

Current head coach Tommy
Brown began his tenure in 2005
and led the Flames to eight con-
secutive National Tournament
appearances before beginning the

transition to NCAA D2. Lee would
match its best finish at the
National Tournament in 2008 and
again in 2010 advancing both
years to the Elite Eight.

The Flames claimed five SSAC
Regular Season titles (2006, 2008,
2010, 2011, 2013) and three
SSAC Tournament crowns (2006,
2008, 2009) becoming a perennial
top-10 program under Brown.

The 2007-08 team set plenty of
program firsts including starting
the season with 20 consecutive
wins en route to a program-best
33-2 final mark. 

The Flames played the last NAIA
basketball game inside Lee
University’s Paul Dana Walker
Arena on Feb. 21 and closed
things out in style drubbing
Truett-McConnell, 87-41.

Under Brown, Lee produced 10
NAIA All-Americans. Kevin Smith

(2006), Brad
Harris (2008)
and Will Barnes
(2013) were
named first team
All-Americans.
Elmar Kuli-Zade
(2009), Jerel
Blocker (2011)
and Ryan

Westbrooks (2012) received sec-
ond team honors while Kendrick
Johnson (2007), Blocker (2010)
and Jamorris Gaines (2013) gar-
nered third team recognition.

The Lee men’s basketball pro-
gram achieved success off the
court as well during its time in the
NAIA. The Flames had 10 scholar
athletes and in 2012 Brice Sharp
was named the Champions of
Character award winner and pre-
sented with the prestigious
Pattison Scholarship for excellence
in community service.

Men’s and Women’s Golf
The Lee University golf program

celebrated its inaugural season in
1976. Under the direction of
Coach Stanley Butler, the team
quickly developed into a
Tennessee Valley Athletic
Conference power, winning the
conference title every season from
1978-1990.

The 1982 squad made the first
ever trip to the NAIA National
Tournament for any athletic pro-
gram at Lee University, finishing
No.14.

The 1988 team returned to the
NAIA National Tournament after
winning the NAIA District 24

Championship, earning Butler
TVAC Coach of the Year honors.

In 1992, Coach Jack Souther
took over the coaching duties for
the Lee University golf program,
maintaining the head coaching
position until his retirement in
2008. His tenure at Lee produced
numerous individual and team
honors. Souther coached two
NAIA First Team All-Americans,
Josh Coley in 2005 and Brandon
Cissom in 2007.

Several of Souther’s squads
were recognized in national rat-
ings, as well, ranking as high as
No.3 in the NAIA in 2006. One of
the most impressive streaks in Lee
golf was the streak of six consecu-
tive trips to the NAIA National
Tournament, which included the
2004-08 seasons under Souther,
as well as the 2009 season under
current coach, John Maupin.

Maupin joined the Lee athletic
department in 2008 after a suc-
cessful playing career at Berry
College. He took over the men’s
program and started the Lee
women’s golf program.

It didn’t take long for the Lee
ladies to make an impact on the
NAIA landscape. The Lady Flames
sent two golfers to nationals in
2009, as Rachel Ingram and Julie
Donnestad both shot 72-hole
scores of 309, finishing tied for the
No.6 spot in the tournament. Both
were awarded All-Tournament
and All-American honors.

The Lady Flames accomplished
a program first in 2011, earning a
spot as a team in the NAIA
National Championships and fin-
ishing tied for 10th.

The men’s team returned to
NAIA National Championship play
in 2011 as well, earning the high-
est finish in program history to
that point, tying for 10th. Tyler
Smith and JB Eksteen were each
named Honorable Mention NAIA
All-Americans, with Eksteen earn-
ing Third Team honors in 2010.

The 2011-12 season saw the
Flames and Lady Flames win the
program’s first SSAC
Championship. Both teams placed
11th at the NAIA National
Championships. After the steller
season, Coach Maupin was select-
ed the SSAC’s Coach of the Year in
both men’s and women’s golf.
Courtney Shelton was named an
NAIA First Team All-American and
Geandra Almeida was an NAIA All-
American Honorable Mention.

The Lee squads repeated the
SSAC Championship sweep again
during 2012-13 season to wrap up
play in the NAIA. The Flames
would go on to record their best-
ever finish at the NAIA National
Championships by placing sixth
while the Lady Flames would fin-
ish 12th.

The awards came rolling in as
Lee exited the NAIA as a power on
both the men’s and women’s side.
Both squads were recognized as
NAIA Scholar-Teams and Maupin
was again named the SSAC
Women’s Golf Coach of the Year.

Earning spots on the NAIA All-
America Teams were: Shelton
(1st), Sloane Skinner (2nd), Matt
Emery (1st) and Hunter Vest (2nd).

www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Sunday, August 30, 2015—9A

 www.jimrushfuneralhome.com
 North Ocoee Chapel:  423-476-6558

 Wildwood  Avenue Chapel: 423-472-4555

 “It’s All About Life”

 Greg Rush
 Owner/Licensed 
 Funeral Director

 Cooke’s Food Store 472-5034
 Cooke’s Pharmacy 472-6478

 www.cookeshometowngrocer.com
 Follow us on Facebook

 Congratulations From

 Dennis Anderson
 4160 N. Ocoee Street

 476-1300

 Shelter Insurance® is a fan of 
 Lee University

 Go Flames!

 CONGRATULATIONS

 J.T. HICKS

 Tire Town Towers Apt.
 Phone 423-479-2742

 Fax 423-479-5272

 1105 South Lee Hwy.
 Cleveland, Tennessee 37311
 tiretownauto@hotmail.com

 Voytik.com

 WAY TO GO!

 Dr. Voytik, your Credentialed 
 ImPACT Consultant, will 
 provide peace of mind 

 knowing that if a concussion 
 occurs, we will be prepared 

 to manage it effectively 
 together.

 Dr. Voytik, your Credentialed 
 ImPACT Consultant, will 
 provide peace of mind 

 knowing that if a concussion 
 occurs, we will be prepared 

 to manage it effectively 
 together.

 Dr. Gary Voytik
 Board Certified 

 Orthopedic Surgeon
 Credentialed 

 ImPACT Consultant

  479-3600

Looking back

THe lee volleyball team developed into an NAIA power under the leadership of Andrea and Kevin
Hudson.

Former lee coach Rick Hughes took the Lee men’s basketball team to their first NAIA National
Tournament in 2000.

Hollie German was a first-team NAIA All-American and paced
the Lady Flames to a second-place finish in the NAIA National
Tournament during her junior year.

See LOOKING, Page 10A



Madison Alexander was an honor-
able mention selection. All-SSAC
Team members were Shelton,
Alexander, Skinner, Bernadette
Little, Emery, Vest and Taylor
Davis. Shelton was the SSAC
Player of the Year and also the
SSAC Championship Medalist.

Women’s Basketball
The Lee University women’s

basketball team began play at the
start of the 1978 season under the
direction of former Lee player Ken
Walston. The Lady Flames would
compete primarily for NCCAA
titles for the first 20 years before
making strides in the NAIA in the
late 90s.

It wasn’t until the 1998-99 sea-
son that the women’s basketball
team qualified for its first NAIA
National Tournament berth under
the direction of Gary Baldwin in
his sixth season as head coach.
The Lady Flames gained an at-
large bid after finishing the regular
season in first place in the
TranSouth Conference Eastern
Division with a 13-7 mark.

Lee lost to Montana State
University, 79-58 to finish the sea-
son with a final record of 28-8.
Beth Bartram led the team averag-
ing 20.2 points per game and was
named the first NAIA All-American
in women’s basketball history
after receiving second team hon-
ors.

In 2004 former Brescia
women’s basketball coach Marty
Rowe was tabbed to take over the
Lady Flames’ program. In his first
season Rowe led Lee to a 23-12
record while gaining an at-large
bid to the national tournament.

Lee was defeated in the first
round at the hands of Columbia
(Mo.), 66-55 but the season would
mark a sign of things to come as
Rowe and the Lady Flames would
start a run of eight straight
National Tournament appear-
ances.

The 2005-06 season saw the
Lady Flames captured their first
regular season conference cham-
pionship with a 17-3 mark in the
SSAC. Lee received an automatic
bid to the national tournament
but were once again eliminated in
the opening round, falling to
Oklahoma Baptist, 67-53.

The Lady Flames finally broke
through and earned their first
tournament victory in 2008 beat-
ing Brescia, 66-60 in the first
round. Jessica Still was named a
First Team All-American and the
SSAC Payer of the Year. Jan
Dodson was named to the second
team and Katie Nelson was an
Honorable Mention All-American.

In 2008-09 Lee captured its
third straight SSAC Tournament
Title and advanced to the elite
eight of the National Tournament.
The Lady Flames defeated Evangel
University (Mo.) in the first round
and Biola University (Calif.) in
round two before falling to
Oklahoma Baptist in the quarter-
finals.

The winning tradition continued
the following season as Lee won its
fifth consecutive SSAC regular
season crown and advanced to the
NAIA Fab Four for the first time in
school history. The Lady Flames

defeated Langston University
(Okla.), Oklahoma Baptist and
Vanguard (Calif.) before falling to
Azuza Pacific (Calif.) in the semifi-
nals.

The victory over Langston in the
opening round was especially
meaningful for Rowe as he claimed
his 300th career victory.

The Lady Flames would contin-
ue their dominance in the SSAC
during the 2010-11 and 2011-12
campaigns, winning the East
Division in both seasons. Despite
the success in conference play,
Lee would stumble in the first
round of the national tournament
in both seasons.

After the decision was reached
to begin the three-year transition
to the NCAA the Lady Flames
would have one last shot at a NAIA
National Championship as they
began play in the 2012-13 season.

Led by All-American junior
Hollie German the Lady Flames
made the most of the final season
in the NAIA by putting together a
34-3 record while claiming their
eighth consecutive regular season
conference title and fourth SSAC
Tournament championship.

German averaged 19.5 points
per game and was named a First
Team All-American selection and
the SSAC Player of the Year. The
junior guard also claimed the
prestigious CoSIDA NAIA Scholar-
Athlete of the Year award, given to
the student-athlete who exempli-
fied excellence both on the court
and in the classroom.

The Lady Flames advanced all
the way to the NAIA National
Championship game for the first
time in school history before
falling to Westmont (Calif.), 71-65
to officially close out the NAIA era
for women’s basketball.

The women’s basketball pro-
gram produced 12 NAIA All-
Americans beginning with
Bartram in 1999 and finishing
with Hollie German in 2013. On
41 different occasions the Lady
Flames were named NAIA Scholar
Athletes and in 2012 Lee was
named a scholar-team.

Men’s Soccer
Lee University’s men’s soccer

spent 26 seasons under the
umbrella of the NAIA and pro-
duced a 306-204-35 record.

The Flames first hit the field in
the fall of 1987 with Steve
Rathbone at the helm. It took four
matches for Lee to post its first
win, 8-1 over Young Harris
College. The Flames finished the
season with a 2-8-1 record.
Rathbone would end his two-year
stint as the Lee head coach with a
4-11 mark in 1988.

John Bratcher took over the
coaching duties in 1989 and led
the Flames to the first of seven-
consecutive winning seasons.

Ralph Garofano, Pete
Dourdoulakis and Erik Palmer
were major contributors to the
early Bratcher-led teams.

Garofano set the single-season
record for assists with 19 in both
1990 and 1991, along with the
career mark of 52 assists. He
earned NAIA All-District 24 status
twice and was Lee’s first NAIA All-
American Honorable Mention in

1991.
Dourdoulakis set the Lee record

for goals in a season with 22
scores in 1991 and tied Garofano’s
career standard of 37. Palmer
joined Garofano as a two-time
NAIA All-District 24 honoree.

The 1994 team won a program-
record nine matches to begin the
season, finished second in the
NAIA TVAC playoffs and posted a
final record of 15-6-4. Michael
Smelser was an NAIA All-
American Honorable Mention and
Bratcher was named TVAC Co-
Coach of the Year.

Not to be outdone, the 1995 edi-
tion of the Flames posted the best
winning percentage (.833) of any
Lee men’s soccer team after post-
ing 20 wins in 24 matches and
winning the TVAC championship.

Rafat Qumsieh broke
Dourdoulakis’ single-season goals
record with 23 goals in 23 games.
Qumsieh also finished his career
with a new record of 64 goals.

Shawn Tatham led the Flames
to a 16-7 record in 1997 and set
the season goal-scoring record
with 28 goals in 23 games and fin-
ished his career with a new record
of 71 career goals.

Emil Brown took just one sea-
son to break Tatham’s season and
career records. Brown posted 34
goals in 1998 to finish his career
with 82. The team finished with a
13-11-1 record.

In Bratcher’s last season at Lee
(2001), the Flames recorded their
first win over an NCAA Division I
school with a 2-1 double-overtime
victory over Gardner-Webb
University. Lee would go on to fin-
ish 10-7-1 and Bratcher would be
named TranSouth Conference Co-
Coach of the Year.

Henry Moyo moved over from
coaching the Lee women’s team to
coach the Flames in 2002. In nine
seasons, Moyo recorded a coach-
ing record of 110-67-16.

Under the guidance of Moyo,
the Flames made four trips (2005,
2006, 2008 and 2009) to the NAIA
National Championships, where
they recorded a 1-3-1 record. The
2005 team won its first round
matchup before being eliminated.
In 2006, Lee tied Azusa Pacific
University 1-1 in the first round,
but did not advance after losing
the shootout 9-8. In both 2008
and 2009, the Flames earned a
spot in the NAIA National
Championships by upsetting the
field to win the SSAC Tournament
before losing their opening round
match.

The 2005 season saw the
Flames tie the program record
with 20 wins. Lee finished third in
the SSAC regular season and was
the NAIA Region XIII Tournament
Runner-up.

Ricardo Pierre-Louis broke the
Lee single-season scoring record
with 39 goals in 25 matches.
Stanley Nyazamba broke
Garofano’s long-standing assists
record with 21 assists in 24
matches. Both marks remain at
the top of the record book.

The Flames recorded their first
NAIA Region XIII Tournament
Championship in 2006 after fin-
ishing second in the SSAC regular

season and tournament.
Pierre-Louis was the SSAC Co-

Player of the Year and also earned
NAIA Player of the Week honors
earlier in the season.

The 2007 edition of Lee
University men’s soccer set the
standard for the highest NAIA rat-
ing. The Flames reached No. 4 on
September 19, 2007.

Pierre-Louis and Nyazamba
each earned NAIA Offensive Player
of the Week mentions during the
2007 season.

Pierre-Louis finished his playing
career with a Lee record 101 goals.
His 32 assists place him tied for
sixth in that category. He also
holds three of the top four spots in
single-season scoring.

Nyazamba is the top assist man
in Lee men’s soccer history with
60 assists in three seasons. He
also holds the top two single-sea-
son totals (21 and 20) and is tied
with Garofano in the third spot at
19.

Pierre-Louis and Nyazamba
remain the only Flames soccer
players to earn either First or
Second Team NAIA All-American
status. Pierre-Louis gained a spot
on the first team each of his three
seasons at Lee (2005-2007), cul-
minating with being named the
NAIA Player of the Year in 2007.
Nyazamba was named to the sec-
ond team in 2006 and joined
Pierre-Louis on the first team in
2007.

Pierre-Louis was invited to the
Major League Soccer Draft
Combine and eventually was
drafted in the second round by the
Columbus Crew. Nyazamba was
selected in the first round by the
Detroit Ignition in the Major
Indoor Soccer League Draft.

Paul Furey became the fourth
head coach in the history of Lee
University men’s soccer in 2011.
In two seasons at Lee, Furey tal-
lied a 20-16-1 record.

The men’s soccer program has
also been successful in the class-
room. In total, thirty-eight athletes
have been listed as NAIA Scholar-
Athletes.

Softball
In just their ninth season of

play in the NAIA the Lee Softball
team made their first appearance
on the national stage in 1996 and
never looked back over the course
of 27 years of intercollegiate play.
The Lady Flames qualified for the
NAIA National Tournament after
winning their second consecutive
Tennessee Valley Athletic
Association (TVAC)
Championship. Led by Coach
Andrea Hudson the Lee squad fin-
ished a program best seventh at
nationals and finished with a
record of 42-19 overall.

The 1996 season also marked
the first ever NAIA All-American
softball selection for Lee when
pitcher Shannon Stanley was
named to the second team.
Stanley finished her very success-

ful career ranked first in school
history in career innings pitched
(704.0) and second in career ERA
(1.67). Lee would capture their
first regional championship two
years later in 1998.  Despite a con-
ference record of just 8-12 the
Lady Flames won the Mid-South
Regional Tournament, stunning
the competition as a No. 7-seed.

After a very successful playing
career as a hard-throwing righty
Emily Russell (Moore) was tabbed
as the fifth coach in program his-
tory in 2003. In just her second
year at the helm Russell led her
team to the school’s first
TranSouth Tournament
Championship in 2004. Lee would
go on to claim the NAIA Region XI
championship and qualify for the
national tournament for the third
time in school history. As a result
of the on-field success the entire
coaching staff was named the
NAIA-Softball Coaches
Association’s Coaching Staff of the
Year.

The program soared to new
heights in 2006 topping the 50-
win mark for the first time in
school history. The Lady Flames
won the Southern States Athletic
Conference (SSAC) regular season
and conference tournament titles
finishing with a sparkling record
of 55-14 overall and 27-4 in con-
ference play. 

Lee qualified for the National
Tournament and advanced out of
pool before begin eliminated in the
8-team double-elimination brack-
et. Starting pitcher Charli Duff
anchored the pitching staff and
was the first ever first team All-
American selection. Teammate Jill
Webb was named a second team
All-American selection as she set
the school record for hits in a sea-
son with 101 and hit .414 during
the campaign. Freshman Bobbi
Easler made it three All-American
honors when she was named to
the Honorable Mention team.

In 2009 coach Russell signed
former Venezuelan Olympic team
member Johana Gomez to the Lee
squad making her the only former
Olympiad to play at Lee. The
native of Piritu, Venezuela would
go on to become the only two-time
All-American selection in program
history with a brilliant two-year
career.

In 2010 Gomez was recognized
as the NAIA Pitcher of the Year and
the SSAC player of the Year.  She
set single season records in bat-
ting average (.516), runs batted in
(85) and on base percentage
(.565). On the mound she was just
as dominate, shattering the single
season strikeout record with 271
punch outs.
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The Lee women’s soccer team made history by winning four-straight NAIA National Championships, many played in cold, rainy conditions
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The 2010 squad recorded a pro-
gram best 57 wins and had two
All-American selections as hard
hitting infielder Danielle Balough
joined Gomez as one of the
nation’s top players. Balough and
Gomez guided the Lady Flames to
a NAIA National Tournament
berth after winning both the regu-
lar season and conference tourna-
ment crowns. Lee held the highest
national ranking in school history
at No. 2 for much of the season.
Despite coming up short in the
pool play round at nationals the
highly talented squad and Gomez
certainly left their mark on the Lee
softball program and the NAIA.

In their final year of play in the
NAIA the 2013 squad continued
the program’s long run of success
with a 47-11 overall mark. The
Lady Flames hosted and won the
NAIA Opening Round Tournament
at Butler Field and clinched a sec-
ond consecutive trip to the nation-
al tournament. Dominique
Hannah anchored a powerful Lady
Flames lineup that led the NAIA in
batting average hitting at a sizzling
.381 clip.

Hannah was named an NAIA
First Team All-American and hon-
ored as the National Player of the
Year finishing with a .482 average,
nine home runs and 56 RBI.
Teammate Ana Coscorrosa joined
Hannah as a first team selection
with a .464 average, eight long
balls and a team-leading 62 RBI.
It was Coscorrosa’s second con-
secutive All-American honor. The
Lady Flames captured the SSAC
East Regular Season title and won
the conference tournament for the
fourth time in seven years to cap
off an impressive run in one of the
NAIA’s toughest conferences.

From the very beginning the
softball program was guided by
strong leadership at the top. In the
spring of 1987 the program was
established under the guidance of
veteran coach Jack Souther. While
only a few records are available
from his four-year tenure as
coach, Souther’s influence was
instrumental in getting the pro-
gram off the ground. Teresa
Husky followed Souther in 1991
and coached for two years compil-
ing an overall mark of 70-29-1.

Andrea Hudson, Lee’s volleyball
coach, took over the program in
the spring of 1993. Hudson led the
Lady Flames to two National
Tournament appearances finish-
ing tied for 7th in 1996, the high-
est championship finish in pro-
gram history. Hudson stepped
down after the 2000 season with
an overall record of 217-178-1.

Former Lady Flame standout
Autumn Willemsen took over the
program the falling year. In two
seasons at the helm Willemsen
finished with a 61-43 mark before
Russell took things over starting
in 2003. In her 11 seasons Russell
guided the Lady Flames to six
national tournament appear-
ances, two 50-plus win seasons
and five conference tournament
titles. She coached two National
Players of the Year, 15 All-
Americans and 19 Scholar-
Athletes.

After 27 years of NAIA competi-
tion the Lady Flames had amassed
16 All-American selections and 28
Scholar-Athletes. Lee had quali-
fied for the national tournament
eight times going 15-15 in cham-
pionship play. From 1990-2013
the program compiled an overall
record of 817-441-2.

Volleyball
The volleyball team began play

in the NAIA in 1988 under the
leadership of Dr. Mark Wickam.
Over the next two years the Lady
Flames were directed by Teresa
Huskey. Lee would manage a 27-
60 record over their first three sea-
sons of competition but things
began to change in 1991 with the
arrival of new Head Coach Andrea
Hudson.

Under Hudson’s leadership the
Lady Flames broke the 30 win
plateau in just their fifth season of
play going 37-19 in 1992. That set
the stage for a dominating run in
the Tennessee-Virginia Athletic
Conference. From 1993-1995 Lee
claimed three-straight conference
championships.

Beginning in 1996 the Lady
Flames began play in the
TranSouth conference (TSAC) and
continued their run of dominance
winning three straight TSAC regu-
lar season and tournament titles
from 1996-1998. Lee won a pro-
gram record 48 matches in 1996
led by Kerri Hudson who became
the first volleyball player to be rec-
ognized as an NAIA All-American
when she was selected to the
Honorable Mention Team.
Hudson was also named confer-
ence Player of the Year and was
the first NAIA Scholar-Athlete in
program history.

After a stellar 40-10 record
including a 12-0 mark in confer-
ence play Lee would make their
first trip to the NAIA National
Tournament in 1998 after winning
the Mid-South Region. It marked

the 7th consecutive season of 30-
plus wins for the Lady Flames.
Katrina Chatfield anchored the
team and became the first volley-
ball player to receive multiple All-
American honors. Chatfield was a
Third Team All-American in 1998
after receiving Honorable Mention
status the previous year.

From 2000-2003 the Lady
Flames captured three straight
TSAC Tournament
Championships. In 2002 after
winning the Region XI title,
Hudson’s club achieved their first
national tournament victory with
a 3-1 win over Graceland (Iowa).
Lee ended the 2002 campaign
with a 34-9 record overall and a
perfect 12-0 conference mark.

The 2004 season marked
another change in conference affil-
iation as the volleyball team began
play as a member of the Southern
States Athletic Conference (SSAC).
Despite playing in a new confer-
ence the results remained the
same as Lee dominated the com-
petition from 2004-2006 captur-
ing three straight SSAC regular
season and tournament crowns
and appearing in the national
tournament each year.

Highlighting the run was the
2004 season as the Lady Flames
finished with a 44-3 record includ-
ing a perfect 35-0 regular season
mark. Lee would come up short in
the national tournament however
losing 3-of-4 in pool play.   Four
players received All-American
honors for their success on the
court.   Bruna Langer and Daisy
Varbanova were recognized as
Honorable-Mention, Naiara
Fernandes was a third team selec-
tion and Bojana Vulin received
second team honors.

After a brief one year hiatus
from championship play the Lady
Flames began a run of five consec-
utive national tournament
appearances starting in 2008. Lee
finished that year with a 29-10
record and captured the SSAC
Tournament title.

Hudson’s squad would finish as
a national semifinalist the follow-
ing three years from 2009-2011.
In 2009 the Lady Flames won four
straight pool play matches to
advance to the round of 16 for the
first time in program history. Lee
defeated Taylor University (Ind.) in
a hard-fought, five-setter to
advance to the quarterfinals where
they upended Northwestern
College (Iowa), 3-1.   The Lady
Flames would fall just short of the
National Title game when they fell
in five sets to Georgetown College
(Ky.) in the semifinals.

Perhaps one of the most memo-
rable years in program history
would be the 2010 edition when
the Lady Flames won 39 consecu-
tive matches before falling to
Columbia (Mo.), 3-0 in the nation-
al semifinals. Lee captured the
SSAC Regular Season and
Tournament championships as
Arlene Ferreira became the first
and only player to receive All-
American First Team honors.
Kayla Carlisle and Valquiria
Caboclo were named Honorable
Mention All-Americans.

In 2011 the Lady Flames once
again made a deep run in the
national tournament, advancing
to the semifinals for the third con-
secutive year before falling to the
eventual national champion,
University of Texas at Brownsville,
3-2. Marija Zelenovic, Arlene
Ferreira, Christa Hutchison and
Irene Ojukwu were all named
NAIA Honorable Mention All-
Americans.

In their final season of NAIA
play the Lady Flames did not dis-
appoint. Lee captured yet another
SSAC tournament championship
and           qualified for the national
tournament for the fifth consecu-
tive year. Lee advanced out of pool
play before falling to Hastings
College (Neb.), 3-1.     The Lady
Flames finished 30-11 overall and
13-1 in SSAC play. As usual Lee
was well represented on the All-
American Teams as Ojuwku
(Second Team), Paula Martins
(Third Team) and Zelenovic
(Honorable Mention) were all hon-
ored.

Throughout the dominating
stretch of 22 seasons under coach
Hudson’s leadership the Lady
Flames captured in an incredible
17 conference championships
(three TVAC, seven TranSouth,
five SSAC and two SSAC East
Division), six NAIA Regional
crowns, and advanced to the NAIA
National Tournament 11 times
including the last five consecutive-
ly. In 2012 Hudson reached 700
career victories and was 728-238
overall during the NAIA era good
for a .753 career winning percent-
age. She coached 29 NAIA All-
Americans and 33 NAIA Scholar-
Athletes.

Men’s and Women’s Tennis
The tennis program wasted little

time making an impact on the
NAIA and the Tennessee-Virginia
Athletic Conference (TVAC).
Under the direction of head coach

Dr. Mark Wickam the men’s squad
had their first winning record in
just their second year of play in
1989. The Flames would go on to
win four out of five TVAC
Championships from 1990-1995
including four consecutive from
1990-1993 while capture three
NAIA District 24 Eastern Division
Championships.

From 1990-1993 the Flames
ran off four consecutive undefeat-
ed seasons in the TVAC. Lee Hall
of Famers Mark Vos and Ken
Schauer were important pieces to
the early run of success. Vos went
54-19 in singles and won 47 dou-
bles matches. He went an incredi-
ble 34-0 in conference play in both
singles and doubles during those
years.

The 1993 squad set a team
record for winning percentage
going 16-3 (.840) overall. In 1995
the Flames made their first
appearance in the NAIA National
Tournament after capturing
another TVAC championship.
After the 1995 season the Flames
had accrued a remarkable 49-1
mark in league play. Wickham
would exit as men’s coach after
the 1997 season with an impres-
sive mark of 117-72

At the start of the 1998 season,
Tony Cavett took over the men’s
tennis program. After three sub
.500 years the Flames got back on
track in 2002 going 12-11 and fol-
lowed that up with a 13-6 mark
the following year. By 2004 the
Flames had returned to the
national tournament advancing to
the second round after a school
record 17 wins.

In 2005, Manuel Cornejo was
named Lee’s first (and only) tennis
NAIA First team All-American after
compiling a 13-5 record in No. 1
singles.  Cornejo led the Flames to
consecutive national tournament
appearances. The 2006 season
brought on more of the same as
Lee peaked at No. 8 in the NAIA
poll and once again earned an at-
large bid to the national tourna-
ment with a 11-7 record overall.

The 2007 Flames garnered a
15-5 overall record and advanced
to the quarterfinal round of the
NAIA National Tournament for the
first time in program history
before falling to Azusa Pacific
University.   The 2007 season
marked the fourth consecutive trip
to the national stage for Cavett’s
boys.

The Lady Flames tasted success
early on in the program’s history
as well.   Also under the supervi-
sion of Wickham, the women’s
program was launched in 1990.
After a humbling 2-7 mark in its
inaugural campaign the Lady
Flames finished the 1991 season
as TVAC co-champions with a 10-
2 mark.

In the spring of 1992 Kay
McDaniel took over as head coach
for the women’s club as Wickham
focused his full attention on the
increasingly successful men’s pro-
gram. In her first year at the helm
the Lady Flames finished 6-7. In
1993 the Lee women would once
again capture the TVAC crown
with a perfect 9-0 record in confer-
ence play. They finished with an
overall mark of 14-2, winning a
program-best 88 percent of their
games.

The 1995 version of the Lady
Flames were the first to ever
appear on the NAIA national poll,
with a No. 21 ranking. The team
also made it to the NAIA National
Tournament for the first time after
capturing their third TVAC title in
five years. Melissa Dillon was
named conference Player of the
Year and McDaniel was honored
as the TVAC Coach of the Year.

A year after being named the
men’s head coach, Cavett took
over the responsibilities of the
Lady Flames in 1999. After a dis-
appointing 3-12 record in his first
year, the women’s team bounced
back with an 8-7 mark in 2000,
their first winning record since
moving to the TranSouth Athletic
Conference (TSAC).

In 2002 the Lady Flames cap-
tured their first TSAC title. The Lee
ladies finished that year with a 20-
7 record and ranked No. 20. The
club tied for the regular season
championship and captured the
tournament crown. Lee qualified
for the national tournament for
the second time in school history
and had five players named to the
all-conference team.  After coming
up just short of a national tourna-
ment appearance in 2003 the
2004 squad finished 14-5 and
made their second trip to the
national tournament in three
years.

The 2007 Lady Flames qualified
for the national tournament after
winning 10 straight matches in
the regular season to set a new
program record. The women fin-
ished with a 13-6 mark overall
and were defeated by No. 19
Lewis-Clark State College, 6-3, in
the first round of nationals.

In 2011 the Lee ladies returned
to nationals for the fourth and

final time with a record of 10-6
overall. The Lady Flames blanked
Indiana University Southeast, 9-0
in the opening round before falling
to Azusa Pacific in the second
round. The tournament victory
marked the first time in school
history the women had advanced
out of the opening All-American
honors. Chatfield was a Third
Team All-American in 1998 after
receiving Honorable Mention sta-
tus the previous year.

From 2000-2003 the Lady
Flames captured three straight
TSAC Tournament
Championships. In 2002 after
winning the Region XI title,
Hudson’s club achieved their first
national tournament victory with
a 3-1 win over Graceland (Iowa).
Lee ended the 2002 campaign
with a 34-9 record overall and a
perfect 12-0 conference mark.

The 2004 season marked
another change in conference affil-
iation as the volleyball team began
play as a member of the Southern
States Athletic Conference (SSAC).
Despite playing in a new confer-
ence the results remained the
same as Lee dominated the com-
petition from 2004-2006 captur-
ing three straight SSAC regular
season and tournament crowns
and appearing in the national
tournament each year.

Highlighting the run was the
2004 season as the Lady Flames
finished with a 44-3 record includ-
ing a perfect 35-0 regular season
mark. Lee would come up short in
the national tournament however
losing 3-of-4 in pool play.   Four
players received All-American
honors for their success on the
court.   Bruna Langer and Daisy
Varbanova were recognized as
Honorable-Mention, Naiara
Fernandes was a third team selec-
tion and Bojana Vulin received
second team honors.

After a brief one year hiatus
from championship play the Lady
Flames began a run of five consec-
utive national tournament
appearances starting in 2008. Lee
finished that year with a 29-10
record and captured the SSAC
Tournament title.

Hudson’s squad would finish as
a national semifinalist the follow-
ing three years from 2009-2011.
In 2009 the Lady Flames won four
straight pool play matches to
advance to the round of 16 for the
first time in program history. Lee
defeated Taylor University (Ind.) in
a hard-fought, five-setter to
advance to the quarterfinals where
they upended Northwestern
College (Iowa), 3-1.   The Lady
Flames would fall just short of the
National Title game when they fell
in five sets to Georgetown College
(Ky.) in the semifinals.

Perhaps one of the most memo-
rable years in program history
would be the 2010 edition when
the Lady Flames won 39 consecu-
tive matches before falling to
Columbia (Mo.), 3-0 in the nation-
al semifinals. Lee captured the
SSAC Regular Season and
Tournament championships as
Arlene Ferreira became the first
and only player to receive All-
American First Team honors.
Kayla Carlisle and Valquiria
Caboclo were named Honorable
Mention All-Americans.

In 2011 the Lady Flames once

again made a deep run in the
national tournament, advancing
to the semifinals for the third con-
secutive year before falling to the
eventual national champion,
University of Texas at Brownsville,
3-2. Marija Zelenovic, Arlene
Ferreira, Christa Hutchison and
Irene Ojukwu were all named
NAIA Honorable Mention All-
Americans.

In their final season of NAIA
play the Lady Flames did not dis-
appoint. Lee captured yet another

SSAC tournament championship
and           qualified for the national
tournament for the fifth consecu-
tive year. Lee advanced out of pool
play before falling to Hastings
College (Neb.), 3-1.     The Lady
Flames finished 30-11 overall and
13-1 in SSAC play. As usual Lee
was well represented on the All-
American Teams as Ojuwku
(Second Team), Paula Martins
(Third Team) and Zelenovic
(Honorable Mention) were all hon-
ored.
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 CONGRATULATIONS

 Mon.-Fri. 6am-6pm • Sat. 6am-5pm

 Jo Gilbert

 Congratulations

 From Jessica Gilbert and Everyone at 
 The Village Bake Shop

 CONLEY ELECTRIC INC.
 654 S. Ocoee St.

 472-7712
 Nights, Sundays & Holidays

 472-7312
 “When Quality & Craftsmanship are Important”

 Salon & Boutique
 164 Old Mouse Creek Road  309-8346 or 790-5970
 (Between Staples and Tako Yaki) Tues.-Sat. 8am-6pm

 Congratulations

 Call April, Amanda, Ashley, Machelle or Destani

 We are so proud of you. We are truly grateful for the 
 relationship & partnership we have developed.

NAIA
From Page 10A
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