
 Saturday, April 30th Starting  a t 9:00 a.m.
 Downtown Cleveland

 AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE

 Honoring 
 Survivors,

 Remembering 
 Loved Ones,
 And Finding 

 A Cure!
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9 a.m. — Opening ceremony

Survivors/Caregivers Lap

10 a.m. — Childhood survivors

10:15 a.m. — Princess Parade

11 a.m. —  Southern Traditions

(Bluegrass/country band from 

the Birchwood Opry)

Noon — Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland

12:15 p.m. — Service Lap

An honorable lap featuring Cleveland 

City Police, Bradley County Sheriff’s 

deputies and local firefighters

12:30 p.m. – Voices of Lee

1 p.m. — Survivor speaker

Irina Voznyuk

1:15 p.m. — Singer Vera Voznyuk

1:45 p.m. — Unity Walk — 

Lee University cheerleaders will lead 

the Unity Walk marking the halfway point

2 p.m. — No One Special (band)

3 p.m. — Survivor speaker

Brendan Foley

3:15 p.m — Singer Shirley Purifory 

(Gospel vocal performance)

3:45 p.m. — TAG/UT/It 

Local band of Lee University students

5 p.m. — Bad Tattoo

6 p.m. — The Convertibull

(1970s/1980s party band)

7  p.m. — Survivor speaker

Stephanie Taylor

7:15 p.m. — Singer Clark Beckham

Runner-up in 2015 “American Idol” 

competition

8:15 p.m. — Closing ceremony

8:30 p.m. — Luminaries Ceremony

To honor and remember those 

who have battled cancer

9 p.m. — Ultimate Glow

(Glow in the dark Frisbee game)



BY BRIAN GRAVES

Banner Staff Writer

Calling a diagnosis of cancer “a blessing” is
not what many would expect to hear from one
who has fought the disease for more
than a year.

However, Andrew Linton says that
is exactly what his battle with stage 3
melanoma became.

Stage 3 melanoma means that cancer
is present in not just the skin cells at the
time of diagnosis, but also in the lymph
nodes.

There are three stages of Stage 3:
3a, 3b, and 3c.

Linton’s diagnosis was that of 3b,
after which this “blessing” began.

“At the last visit to Tennessee
Oncology, he said there was no sign
of cancer,” Linton said.

Linton said a .2-millimeter measure-
ment is of concern. His was 9.5.

There was a lesion on his sternum he
describes as “kind of dark and like a jelly bean
sized blister.”

“It started off kind of flat and was there for
six months before I did anything,” Linton
recalled. “I just thought when you get into
your 40s, stuff comes up.”

He said it kept getting bigger, which precip-
itated a visit to Dr. Paul Grayson Smith.

“The nurse looked at it and her eyes got
huge,” Linton said. “You need to get that
checked out.”

They sent him to Dr. Michael Rumble, who
originally thought it might be a cyst.

“A few days later he called me and asked me
to come back to the office right away,” Linton
said. “It turned out to be stage 3 melanoma.”

“The bottom line is I waited too long,”
Linton said. “If I had gone right away, I prob-
ably would not have gone through what I have

been through this last year.”
Linton describes himself as

“pretty calm” and “didn’t freak out
at all.”

He was familiar with melanoma before, hav-
ing had squamous cell melanoma on his
hands.

“I was an adjunct music professor at Lee for
12 years with a master’s in classical guitar
performance,” Linton said. “Needless to say, I
had tumors removed that destroyed my play-
ing career, but I’m starting to get back into it.”

The biopsy on the sternum came back
malignant and he underwent surgery to “clear
the margins” on Jan. 8.

“It was so bad, it went to my right side,” he
said. “A lymph node biopsy found one cancer-
ous. Then, on April 13 it went to the left side.
I had two out of 10 that were cancerous. That
gave me a 40 percent chance of metastasis.”

Linton said his attitude remained, “OK.
Let’s take care of this. Let’s do it.”

He began interferon IV treatments, which
he says were “wicked strong,” on May 11.

“You do the first month, and it’s a test. The
majority of people who do it can’t go the whole

four weeks,” Linton said.
Linton said he went into the treatments

already having a healthy diet and workout
routine.

www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Thursday, April 21, 2016—3

 2305 Chambliss Ave. NW • Cleveland, TN
 1-855-TENNOVA

 or visit Tennova.com.

 Proud to Support

 2415 Georgetown Road, NW, Cleveland, TN
 Call Us Today (423) 473-2620  o r Visit  www.companionfunerals.com

 Proud to Support

 05-2754 © 2016 Northwestern Long-Term Care Insurance policies contain exclusions and limitations. Po licy forms: TT.LTC.(1010), TT.LTC.ML.(1010) is
 available only in New Jersey, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania, TT.LTC.LP.(1010) is available only in  Texas. The purpose of this material is for the
 marketing and solicitation of insurance. Long-term care insurance is triggered by an impairment of a t least two activities of daily living, such as,
 eating, bathing, dressing, or a severe cognitive impairment such as Alzheimer’s Disease.

 Northwestern Mutual Investment Services, LLC  (NMIS) (securities), a subsidiary of NM, broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, and
 member of FINRA and SIPC. Ed Jacobs, Insurance Agent(s) of NM. Ed Jacobs, Registered Representative( s) of NMIS. Northwestern Long Term Care
 Insurance Company (long-term care insurance), a subsidiary of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance , Co., Milwaukee WI.

 90-2359 LTC (0607)

 It’s just as easy to protect against 
 the high cost of long-term care.

 The need for long-term care may not 
 be the first thing you think of when 
 you think of protecting your family, 

 but preparing for it is easy.

 Ed Jacobs LUTCF
 Financial Representative
 (423) 473-8002
 edjacobs-nm.com

Survivor:

Andrew Linton

Melanoma diagnosis

was ‘a blessing’

Banner photo, 

BRIAN GRAVES

ANdREw

LINtoN poses with

bags of the medica-

tion is he now taking

for stage 3

melanoma. Linton

will take the medica-

tion three times a

week until June.

Doctors say he is

not showing any

signs of cancer.

See LINTON, Page 5
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Monique Couvillion:

Positive support helps family confront cancer

By CHRISTY ARMSTRONG 

Banner Staff Writer

After experiencing a terrifying — but ulti-
mately benign — cancer scare in the fall,
local mother Monique Couvillion found out
earlier this year that cancer had instead
turned into a scary reality for her 7-year-old
son. 

In September of last year, she began expe-
riencing some bad abdominal pain. Doctors
eventually found she had a hypersarcoma
tumor in her abdomen. 

“People normally get those in their arm or
leg, have it amputated and have a 50 percent
chance of survival,” Couvillion said. “It was a
little more complicated for me, since ampu-
tation was not an option.” 

Because she could not find a local doctor
who felt comfortable treating her, she was
referred to a doctor at Vanderbilt-Ingram
Cancer Center in Nashville. 

There, she continued to undergo tests,
and the prognosis was not a good one.
Though the doctors would not know for sure
until they surgically removed the tumor,
they strongly expected it was late-stage ter-
minal cancer. 

She and her husband, Scott Boyd, began
talking about wishes for final arrangements
and trying to figure out how to make sure
the children would be OK. The couple has
seven children between the ages of 7 and 25. 

“We had essentially prepared for life with-
out me. There was a lot of shock and grief
and family bonding and talk,” Couvillion
said. “I remember writing letters to each one
of my children, to be read at milestones like
graduations and weddings.”

In November, she had the surgery to

Contributed photo

A RECENT PHOTO shows how

chemotherapy for kidney cancer has taken

away much of 7-year-old Aiden Couvillion’s

hair. Still, he continues to “fight like a boss.” 

Contributed photo

MONIQUE COUVILLION shared how she and her husband, Scott Boyd, have been carry-

ing their family of nine through her cancer scare last fall and their son Aiden’s cancer diag-

nosis in February. 

remove the tumor, as well as a hysterectomy.
That surgery resulted in her and her loved
ones hearing a word that was like sweet
music to their ears — “benign.” The tumor
was benign, non-cancerous. 

After she had recovered from her surgery
and she and her family had more or less

recovered from the stress, Couvillion
returned to work in January and began work-
ing toward a more normal life. 

She returned to her work as a business
analyst at Life Care Centers of America, and

Cancer scare for her, 

cancer fight for son

See COUVILLION, Page 6



“I became involved with the ACS and the
Relay for Life when my best friend was diag-
nosed with breast cancer for the second
time,” said Kathy Rogers.

“The next year, Febuary 2011, I was diag-
nosed with a rare type of Vulvar cancer and
the ACS has become even more special to

LINTON 

from page 3

“By week three, I was on my high. I was
doing great and the doctors couldn’t believe
it,” he said.

After the IV treatment was completed,
Linton began self-injecting three times a week
– a routine that will end in a few weeks.

“May 11, I’ll be done,” he said.
Then he adds the one unanticipated sen-

tence: “Getting cancer is the best thing that
ever happened to me.”

“It changes your life. It opens your physical
eyes. It opens your heart because it’s some-
thing not everybody has experienced,” Linton
said. “I see everything so differently now.
Those little, petty things that get most people
worked up – like waiting in line – it’s like a joy
now to just let life come at you.”

He said his cancer has “blessed more peo-
ple than I realized.”

“When I say that to someone, they say that
was an answer they did not expect,” he said.
“I’m convinced 90 percent of this whole
process has been one of growth, and it’s been
a blessing.”

He is now continuing a vegetarian diet and
his landscaping business.

Linton said the most powerful weapon he
has used, and anyone has to use in fighting
cancer, is attitude.

“If you are positive and think positive
thoughts all the time, something has to man-
ifest out of that. You’re attitude is all the dif-
ference — I’d say 95 percent —and the rest is
doing what your doctor says.

He said once the injections finish, he is
“not going back,” and will try to maintain a
healthy lifestyle.

“It has changed for the better. It’s locked in.
It’s going to stay that way,” Linton said. “I’m
never going back. Once I’m done with some-
thing, that’s it.”
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 We partner with

 Relay for Life
 to remind you:

 “There is Hope”

Survivor Kathy Rogers 

reaches 5-year milestone
me,” she said.

“During one of my recent three month
check-ups, my doctor told me about a new
robotic surgery that is an amazing step for-
ward in the survival rate and quality of life
for patients like myself. This major develop-
ment is made from the hard word that the
ACS does every day,” Rogers said. 

“The Relay is the least I can do and it is so
much fun as well! I have just reached a mile-
stone of 5 years since my diagnosis and I
look forward to many more birthdays!”
Rogers exclaimed.

Kathy Rogers



COUVILLION 

from page 4

she thought things were on their way back to
normal. 

Then, her 7-year-old son, Aiden, fell ill. 
Couvillion said Aiden had dealt with a med-

ical condition called ketotic hypoglycemia
since the age of 2. 

She said she one day found him very
sluggish and weak, and his breath
smelled like alcohol. She began franti-
cally searching her home for any
signs he may have accidentally
ingested some alcohol-based clean-
ing supplies. 

After she called a doctor and
described his symptoms, they
instructed her to go to a pharmacy
halfway between her home and the
doctor’s office and have his blood
sugar level tested. 

It had dropped to 44, a number
considered to be extremely low.
When they heard the number,
staff at the doctor’s office
instructed her to rush him
there.

Aiden’s mother said he has
since cycled through regular
“episodes” of low blood sugar and other
symptoms, including abdominal pain and
vomiting.

When Aiden began experiencing pain in his
abdomen, nobody suspected at first he had
cancer. However, Couvillion said the fact he
was even complaining about the pain in the
first place caught her attention. 

“He is not a whiny kid,” Couvillion said. “He
will rarely tell you if he’s hurting. .. It has to
be bad if he tells you.” 

A trip to the doctor in January resulted in
him simply being prescribed some medication
for nausea. Nothing seemed too out of the
ordinary at the time. 

Unfortunately, the pain kept getting worse.
Couvillion said she received a call from
Aiden’s school on Feb. 8 letting her know he
needed to go home. The normally smiling and
talkative first-grader was doubled over in
pain. 

When he visited a doctor that time, the
physician felt a “palpable mass” in his
abdomen. CT scans were ordered, and the
results were not good. 

It was suspected he had a Wilms’ tumor, a
cancerous kidney tumor. 

He was quickly sent to the Children’s
Hospital at Erlanger in Chattanooga and
prepped for surgery on Feb. 10. 

Couvillion said it was hard to believe her
family was facing the possibility of cancer
again. 

“When I received my news, it was like a
pardon,” Couvillion said. “I thought this fam-
ily was done with cancer.” 

Because the tumor had overtaken one of
Aiden’s kidneys and spread halfway across
his abdomen, surgeons removed the kidney,
along with some nearby lymph nodes and
other tissue to be sent for biopsies. 

The tumor turned out to be malignant and
“actively growing,” Couvillion said. 

Though Aiden had taken the surgery well
and was able to get up and walk within two
days, she said she and her husband strug-
gled with figuring out how to tell their son
about the cancer. 

She asked if he wanted to talk about
what the surgeon found. Aiden said no.
It would be a few days before he felt
ready. 

Meanwhile, he played video games
and kept in touch with his class at

Michigan Avenue Elementary School by
FaceTime video chat. 
The class was having its Valentine’s

Day party, a special fairy tale-themed affair
where all the students dressed in costume. 

Aiden’s grandparents had picked up valen-
tines his classmates had made for him, and
he wore his costume in his hospital bed. He
was “Sir Aiden Lancelot,” a knight with a
sword and shield who just so happened to be
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Contributed photos

“SIR AIDEN LANCELOT,”
aka Aiden Couvillion, has his

sword and shield at the ready

while recovering from surgery

and preparing to video chat

with his first-grade class at

Michigan Avenue Elementary

School. 

SUPER CANCER-FIGHTER
Aiden Couvillion, 7, lets every-

one in on his secret superpow-

er during a family outing. 

See CANCER SLAYER, Page 7



CANCER SLAYER
from page 6

feeling under the weather. 
Later, he was nicknamed “Sir Aiden the

Cancer Slayer.” 
“After the surgery, we began to focus on

recovery,” Couvillion said. “But we knew we
still had a long road ahead.” 

The official diagnosis was kidney cancer,
the result of a blastemal Wilms’ tumor. It
was Stage 3, and it had spread to his lymph
nodes. 

He is currently in the process of undergo-
ing chemotherapy and radiation treatments
at regular intervals. When all is said and
done, he is expected to have had six radia-
tion treatments and 28 weeks of chemother-
apy. 

Couvillion has been taking as much time
off work as possible to be there for Aiden as
much as he can. Meanwhile, Aiden is trying
his best to keep up the first grade, with help
from some extra tutoring provided by the
school.

Though some things have been scary for
Aiden, his mother said he took the news
“like a champ.” She added the family as a
whole had already been “forever changed”
by the news about her health. 

“It happened for us then,” she said. “That
is when we all had that desperate moment
when we had to confront cancer. It [Aiden’s
diagnosis] was scary, but it wasn’t the first
time we had been through that. Our entire
family had faced those hard emotions
already.” 

“It was one of those things were I had
come to the end of my rope and had to
depend on God. By the time Aiden was diag-
nosed, I was comfortable putting things in
God’s hands.” 

Couvillion said she is continuing to rely
on her faith to see the family through this,
even when it becomes difficult. Still, she
said prayers have been answered already. 

One major obstacle, she said, has been
taking off time for Aiden. She said she has
used all her vacation days for the year, and
she has maxed out the unpaid time off
allowed by the federal Family Medical Leave
Act. 

Thankfully, Life Care has allowed some
“very, very generous” coworkers to donate
some of their paid vacation days to her. 

There are other small victories. The other
day, Couvillion shared with friends Aiden

was struggling to eat. The very next day, he
had a voracious appetite. 

She said people in the community have
also been “amazing” in supporting the fami-
ly. 

“People came out of the woodwork,”
Couvillion said. “They help ease the burden
so much.” 

Among the biggest sources of support
have been the faculty, staff, students and
parents of Michigan Avenue Elementary.
The school’s PTO held a dunk tank
fundraiser for the family during a recent
event. School resource officer Aubrey
Rominger also allowed Aiden, who has been
self-conscious about losing his hair, to give
her a haircut. 

Other efforts have included a blood drive
and purchasing wristbands a friend of

Couvillion had made. The wristbands
include the social media hashtag
“#AidenStrong” and are sold online at
http://healaiden.webs.com. 

The family has also enjoyed the support of
their extended family, friends, coworkers
and even organizations like the Childhood
Cancer Association and the Lana’s Love
Foundation, a Chattanooga organization
which provides fun experiences for area
families affected by cancer. 

That support, she said, makes a big dif-
ference. It brings encouragement and hope. 

She noted people never know quite what
to say when talking to people affected by
cancer, and not every comment has been
helpful. Some people choose to dwell on the
negative of what it means for a child to have
a serious kind of cancer. Still, Couvillion
stressed the community has given the fami-
ly more positives than negatives, and they
are hanging onto hope. 

Couvillion added Aiden has his bad days
sometimes, but he has fully embraced his
role as a “cancer slayer.” The dashing little
knight plans to keep fighting every day. 

“Nothing will ever be the same. ... But
we’re blessed that we have this community
of individuals that help us but respect us at
the same time,” Couvillion said. “I know
we’ll get past this. I don’t doubt it. I know in
my heart he can beat it. He’s a fighter.” 

Though nobody in the community can
really help dictate how well Aiden’s body
accepts the cancer treatment, she said she
wants people to know one thing. Positive
support means everything. 

www.clevelandbanner.com Cleveland Daily Banner—Thursday, April 21, 2016— 7

 Serving Cleveland & Bradley 
 County for over 45 Years in 
 the Areas of Residential & 
 Commercial Sales and 
 Residential & Commercial 
 Leasing. Let us help you with 
 ALL THINGS REAL ESTATE!

 We Proudly Support The Relay For Life and 
 All Cancer Survivors and Their Families.

 208 Grove Ave. 
 Behind (Sav-A-Lot)

 Cleveland, TN 37311
 423.476.6921

 “The Unique Store 
 For Home Decor”

 Mon.- Sat. 
 10:00 AM -6:00 PM

 CLEVELAND
 PLYWOOD CO.
 “SERVING CLEVELAND SINCE 1968”

 FREE DELIVERY
 BUILDING SUPPLIES

 HOURS: 7 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. M-F

 2700 20TH N.E. • CLEVELAND

 • SHEETROCK
 • DOORS
 • MOULDING

 • CEILING TILE
 • ROOFING
 • SIDING

 • WINDOWS
 • INSULATION
 • LUMBER

 472-3357

 • POWER TOOLS
 • HARDWARE
 • PAINTS

 Cherokee Hills 
 Apartments

 Call Today!  (423) 559-0800
 2020 Bates Pike EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Contributed photo

AIDEN COUVILLION displays one of the

wristbands  friends  and  family  have  been

wearing  to  encourage  him  to  stay  “Aiden

strong” during his cancer battle. 
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 Dennis Anderson
 476-1300

 4160 N. Ocoee St.

ACTIVITIES & 
ENTERTAINMENT

ClaRk BECkmaN, sponsored by Check into Cash, will be performing at 7:15

p.m.

CONVERTIBull  will take the stage at 6 p.m. The party band is being sponsored by

an anonymous survivor family and Robert Thompson.

Wishing on a Cure is the theme for this
year’s Relay For Life.

To be held in downtown Cleveland, from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m., the Relay For Life will have
activities for the whole family.

The day will kick start as Harley
Davidsons with flags a waving form a corri-
dor of support as the cancer Survivors and
Caregivers take the opening lap of the Relay
For Life.

At 10 a.m., Childhood Survivors will take
their lap. 

At 10:15 a.m., a new feature for the Relay
will be the Princess Parade. Young girls can
sign up for the parade and have the chance
to meet Ana, Elsa, Ariel and more.

Youngsters will also have a chance to pose
for photos with Cleveland City firetrucks
and Bradley County Sheriff’s Office vehicles
on site as local responders take time to
salute and honor those affected by cancer.

The first of several great bands will take
the stage at 11 a.m. Southern Traditions, a
country/bluegrass band from the Birchwood

Opry.  The band’s performance is being
sponsored in honor of the late Jan Cheek by
her family.

At noon, Cleveland Mayor Tom Rowland
will speak. His presentation will be followed
by the Service Lap. 

The Service Lap features Cleveland City
Police, Bradley County Sheriff deputies and
local firefighters.

At 12:30, Voices of Lee will perform. The
16-member a cappella ensemble from Lee
University is under the direction of Danny
Murray.

At 1 p.m. Irina Voznyuk, Survivor speaker
1:15 —  Singer Vera Voznyuk
1:45 — Unity Walk will be lead by the Lee

University Cheerleaders. Everyone is invited
to “stretch your arams, get on your feet and
join the unity walk.”

At 2 p.m., No One Special band will per-
form.

See ENTERTAINMENT, Page 9
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VOICES OF LEE will be singing at 12:30 p.m. The a cappella choir is under the direction of Danny Murray.
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from page 8

Brendan Foley, a survivor speaker will talk at 3 p.m. Shirley
Purifory will give a gospel vocal performance at 3?15 a.m.

At 3:45, TAG/UR/IT, a band of Lee University students, will
perform

They will be followed by Bad Tattoo, a local band, at 5 p.m
The Convertibull, a 1970s/1980s part band, will be featured

at 6 p.m. They are being sponsored by an anonymous survivor
family and Robert Taylor.

Stephanie Taylor, executive assistant to Dr. Paul Conn at Lee
University and a cancer survivor, will be the speaker.

Clark Beckham, the “American Idol” runner-up, will be the
headliner at 7:15 p.m. His performance is being sponsored by
Check into Cash.

The closing ceremony will begin at 8:15 p.m. followed by the
Luminaries Ceremony at 8:30 p.m. This is a special ceremony
to honor and remember those who have battled cancer.

The evening will conclude with an Ultimate Glow, a glow in
the dark frisbee game, as 9 p.m. 

The various Relay For Life Teams will also be offering special
produccts and food at their booths.

Making more birthdays is goal of American Cancer Society
As the official spon-

sor of birthdays, the
American Cancer
Society knows how

important each and every birthday can be. They
are leading the way to transform cancer from
deadly to treatable, and from treatable to pre-
ventable.

The progress the ACS has helped make in the
past 100 years is remarkable.

“We believe we’ve done more than any other
cancer-fighting organization on the planet. On
May 22, 2013, ACS celebrated its 100th birthday
— 100 years of saving lives and creating more
birthdays. We believe this milestone is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to celebrate our lifesaving
progress, raise additional funds to finish the
fight, and let everyone know that cancer’s time is
up,” a representative said.

More than a 100 years ago, the word “cancer”
was not spoken. Almost all patients were lost to
the disease.

It is now known that cancer thrives on silence
and complacency. Progress comes when we
speak out, when we make noise.

Today is a time to get loud by taking more
action. It’s a time to embark on our most ambi-
tious crusade yet. The American Cancer Society

is determined to make this cancer’s last centu-
ry.

Since the American Cancer Society was insti-
tuted, we have found that cancer hates noise,
commotion and action. Progress comes when we
speak out — when we proclaim victories and
take action.

So we want to be loud. We want to break
through the clutter. We need to link arms and
make some noise. Silence won’t finish the fight.
Only action will.

After more than a 100 years of saving lives
and creating more birthdays, the ACS has led
the way in the fight against cancer.

n Today, 2 out of 3 people diagnosed with
cancer in the U.S. are surviving (for at least five
years). In fact, every day more than 400 people
celebrate birthdays that would have otherwise
been lost to the disease.

We’ve contributed to a 20 percent decline in
cancer death rates in the U.S. since the early
1990s. That means we’ve helped save nearly 1.2
million lives during that time.

It is estimated that 848,200 men and 810,170
women will receive a diagnosis of cancer during
this year.

The ACS statistics estimate that 312,150 men
and 277,280 women in the United States will die

of cancer in 2015. Lung cancer is the leading
cause of death by both men and women.

n ACS has played a role in nearly every can-
cer research breakthrough in recent history.

n Each year, we help cancer patients every-
where get the help they need, when they need it.
For example, last year alone we assisted nearly
1 million people who called us for help, providing
free services like a place to stay while traveling
for treatment, rides to treatment, emotional sup-
port, and much more.

n Our work has helped lead to a 50 percent
drop in smoking since the 1960s, which has
contributed to an overall drop in lung cancer
death rates.

STAYING Well
n The key to celebrating more birthdays is to

stay well.
n We save lives by helping people everywhere

take steps to prevent cancer or find it early,
when it’s most treatable.

n Whether it’s helping you quit smoking, pro-
viding information on what cancer screening
tests are right for you, or through simple tips to
live a healthier lifestyle, we are working to finish
the fight by turning what we know about cancer
into what we do about it.

GeTTING Well
n Whether it’s the middle of the day or the

middle of the night, we’re in your corner around
the clock to guide you through every step of your
cancer experience.

n The American Cancer Society helps people
get well by providing reliable information to help
make decisions, or free services like transporta-
tion to and from cancer treatment or a free place
to stay while receiving treatment away from
home.

FINDING CuReS
n We have a long history of saving lives by

helping find cancer’s causes and cures.
n Whether it’s discovering medications that

help people live longer and better than ever after
a cancer experience, or pioneering and promot-
ing the most promising cancer prevention or
screening tests, we’ve been involved in nearly
every major cancer research breakthrough in
recent history.

n As the largest private, nonprofit funder of
cancer research in the U.S., we support the best
ideas of the brightest cancer researchers, who
with each discovery are getting us closer to a
world with more birthdays. Funding lifesaving
research is one of the ways we’ll help finish the
fight.



Nov. 20,  was a life-changing day for Cindy
Trahan.

“I had been admitted to Bradley Hospital
the day before; admitted for a possible infec-
tion.  A gastroenterologist was called in to

consult. We met the doctor, who  explained a
young woman of 29 years old does not have
major bleeding issues,” Trahan said.

He suggested a colonscopy. It was done at 9
a.m. on Nov. 21.

“That afternoon when waking up from this
procedure, I knew before anyone told me,” she
said. 

“I had cancer ... colon cancer stage IV. I had
major blood loss.  I was told a surgeon  was
being called in,” she said. 

“For three days, I prayed  — not for myself
— for Wesley and Jacob (her sons).  Please
God just wrap your love around  them. They
will need your love to see them through this.
Than I prayed  for Tony (my husband), who
will need your strength  and your love to be
everything to our children and your strength
to be strong in the coming days,” Trahan said.

“I prayed for my mother who will need your
strength  and courage to watch her youngest
child go through what my father died of.
(mylemnia sorcomia cancer on Dec. 31, 1992).
I prayed for my sister and brother to be strong

for our mother. I prayed for all my family to
have courage,  hope and strength to see them
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 This disease has touched my family in a close and personal way, 
 as my Mother, Carlean Harris, succumbed to Pancreatic cancer.  I 
 myself have faced my own personal challenge, as I was diagnosed 
 with 3rd stage melanoma skin cancer.  With the loving support of 
 my family, God’s help, many prayers and today’s medical 
 knowledge, I have been cancer free for nineteen years.

 When you are faced with this challenge 
 yourself, it is a comfort knowing the 
 success stories of other cancer survivors.  
 Relay for Life is an out pouring of love, 
 compassion and support to continue 
 cancer research with the ultimate goal to 
 end this dreaded decease.  As a survivor, 
 I thank you.  Please continue your 
 support for Relay for Life.

 Thank You,
 Gayla Harris Miller
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Luminaria ceremony honors 

lives touched by cancer
During the Relay For Life of Bradley

County, the American Cancer Society will
hold a Luminaria Ceremony to honor, remem-
ber and celebrate the lives who have been
touched by cancer.

A special luminaria service is planned
beginning at 8 p.m. The names of each person
will be announced.

Each luminaria is decorated with the name,
photo or message in memory of or to honor a
friend or loved one affected by cancer.

The luminaria ceremony provides an oppor-
tunity to reminisce and celebrate not only the
lives of these extraordinary individuals, but
also their strength and courage.

This touching ceremony highlights the

importance of defeating this disease and striv-
ing toward a world with less cancer and more
birthdays.

“Each luminaria represents the life of some-
one who has battled cancer. It is a beautiful
sight when all the bags with candles are illu-
minated,” a volunteer said. “The luminaria
ceremony is a moving way to remember loved
ones lost to cancer and to pay tribute to can-
cer survivors.”

Since its beginning in 1985, Relay For Life
has developed from one man running around
a track for 24 hours to a full-fledged interna-
tional event taking place in more than 5,000
communities and 20 countries across the
globe with nearly 4 million walkers in the

United States alone.
Teams raise money before the event and

during the event at their personal campouts.
All the funds raised from Relay For Life sup-
port the American Cancer Society’s mission to
help people stay well, by helping them get
well, by finding cures and fighting back.

Cindy Trahan: ‘I am a survivor’

Cindy Trahan

See TRAHAN, Page 13



During the past year, the physicians have
not turned up anything new, but

Meyer realizes this remains a strong
possibility. “My numbers are up,
but they have not found anything
(to date),” she said.
She said the doctors have contin-

ued to caution her. “They’ve told me
that with my numbers up, there is a
strong possibility something else is
going to pop up,” she emphasized,

saying she is now in a holding pat-
tern to see what is going to hap-
pen.

“But, I’m not going to let the
cancer dictate my life,” she
courageously said. “I’ve had

almost 60 years of a blessed life,
anyway you look at it, and I plan for it to
continue.”

“I’ll not let my life stop [because of having
cancer],” she added. “It’s going to be about
me and my family, regardless of what my
markers say.”

“What people don’t understand about
cancer patients,” she added, “Is that we
want our life to go on, and we will step up to
meet any challenge.”

Meyer, and her husband, Ernie, took a lit-
tle time off during the recent spring break to
enjoy a vacation.

“We hadn’t had a vacation in some time,
and I wanted my family and friends to know

that I wanted to go on [with somewhat of a
normal life],” she said.

Meyer realizes she continues to be at risk
with her cancer challenge, but she is ready
for the fight. She understands those chal-
lenges, but is ready to meet them head-on.

She is progressing with her life, and con-
tinues to say she is blessed. Hopefully that
“something” the doctors have referred to will
not “pop up,” and she will one day be told
she is “cancer free.”

She said she is looking forward to that
day, hoping for the best for herself ... and for
all other cancer patients in a similar situa-
tion.
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Angela Meyer — Pancreatic cancer survivor
By LARRY C. BOWERS

Banner Staff Writer

It takes a special person to handle the
challenges, and turmoil, of having cancer.
Angela Kilgore Meyer is one of those people.

Meyer, who lives in Chattanooga and has
her own business, was diagnosed with can-
cer two years ago. 

In a recent interview she discussed her
early symptoms, and what she has gone
through since. 

“I actually turned yellow,” she said of her
jaundiced condition which sent her to pri-
mary care physician Dr. Julie Munson
Jackson. This was on Feb. 9, 2014.

“They did a blood test and my numbers
were off the chart,” said Meyer. 

She then proceeded to Memorial Hospital
and on to Johns Hopkins. She was in Johns
Hopkins for nine days, where Dr. Marty
McKay conducted a laparoscopic whipple
procedure to treat her pancreatic cancer
tumor. The surgery required five small inci-

sions.
“They removed the tumor, which was

unusually large,” she said. “They also
found an infected lymph node.”

Following the nine days at Johns
Hopkins, Meyer returned to
Chattanooga and began chemotherapy
and radiation treatments.

She admits the treatments were
severe and difficult. 

“I was very sick, and the nausea was
the worst,” she said.

Despite the sickness and difficulty,
Meyer is a fighter. She is proud of the
fact she only missed two days of work
because of her treatments for the
disease.

But, the seriousness of her fight did
not end with the chemo and radiation treat-
ments. The cancer metastasized with a
tumor in her left lung. In March 2015,
oncologist Dr. Marl Womach and radiologist
Dr. Eric Ellis used a laser beam to kill the
cancerous tumor.

Contributed photo

ANGELA KILGORE MEYER is shown with her husband, Ernie, during a recent much-

deserved vacation. Angela, who lives in Chattanooga, has been battling pancreatic cancer,

and follow-up treatments, for the past two years.



By JOYANNA LOVE

Banner Senior Staff Writer

Cancer was a trial, not a death sentence,
for Devada Wood. 

Now, she encourages others with breast
cancer that this can be true for them, too.

To those who have just been diagnosed,
she would say, “Cancer is not a death sen-
tence. It’s a trial. It’s how you choose to take
it.”

“I am eight months a cancer survivor,”
Wood said. 

Wood was diagnosed with breast cancer on
March 9, 2015.

The cancer was triple negative and was not
estrogen fed. 

Wood had found a lump in her breast and
went to a doctor at the MaryEllen Locher
Center to get it looked at. 

“I had my mammograms regularly.
They didn’t find anything in any of
those cases,” Wood said. “I always had
lumps in my breast, but the consisten-
cy never changed to where it looked like
cancer.” 

She said between the time she had her
mammogram and March, something
changed. 

The initial diagnosis was scary. 
“I was at work when I received the

call,” Wood said. 
It took awhile for what the

nurse was saying to sink in. 
“The first thing I think is,

‘Why me?’” Wood said. “You
automatically think the worst,
that it’s a death sentence.”

Wood said she asked the nurse to repeat
the information a few times. 

“I called my sister. My sister is my prayer
warrior,” Wood said. 

Wood asked her sister to be with her when
she told her mom. Wood had not told her
mom about going for an ultrasound and a
biopsy, because her mother was recovering
from a car accident at the time.

She said telling her mom was “the hardest
thing to do.”

She then began telling other family and
friends.

“We all were in shock,” Wood said. 
She started treatment in early April.

Treatment consisted of chemothera-
py, radiation and a double mastec-

tomy at the MaryEllen Locher
Center.

“When you are diagnosed,
they have a team that will actu-

ally review all your records and as a
team, they come up with the best plan to
treat you,” Wood said. “One cocktail (chemo
treatment) that I was treated with they
always called it the Red Devil. I refused to
call it the Red Devil. I called it the Blood of
Jesus.”

She said once she got through the initial
shock, she saw cancer as “a trial of faith” –
and relied on that faith to get her through. 

“I knew that God was using me,” Wood
said. 

Wood said she got an answer to her ques-
tion of “Why me?”

“One night… God spoke to me and he said,
‘Why not you? I need someone who is strong
in the community, strong in faith, somebody

that is motivated who can see my work. From
that night on, it’s like my whole life changes.
My battle of cancer wasn’t a battle of life and
death, it was a battle of God doing a miracle;
God using me so that others could see his
work,” Wood said.

“I just feel like that’s why God chose me to
fight this,” Wood said. 

She said friends, family and her church
formed a strong support group during her
cancer journey. Wood said she was open
about what she was going through. She said
they were all praying for her and she attrib-
utes the fact that she never got sick during
the chemotherapy or radiation to this.

“It was unbelievable to me,” Wood said. 
She said she also did not experience the

side effects to the radiation that they said
she would.

She said she will be having reconstructive
surgery.

Doctors declared her cancer free in August
2015. In that moment, she said she felt “like
someone who had been baptized. It was like
a new birth.”

“It was like confirmation of God doing
what he said he would do,” Wood said. 

She said throughout her journey, the doc-
tors made her aware of the worst case sce-
narios, while her praying support group
reminded her of “the positive, no matter
what the doctors told me, I knew God was
under control.”

She said going through cancer has taken

away her fear of being involved in groups and
projects.

“I’ve stepped out of my box and am doing
more things,” Wood said. “It has inspired me
to do more things to help others in my situ-
ation. I want to let everyone know anything
in my journey that may touch them or may
change anything in their lives that was my
purpose … from God.”

In addition to sharing her story, Wood
helps those facing similar diagnosis as a cap-
tain for the American Cancer Society Relay
for Life, and held a prayer breakfast for can-
cer survivors last October.
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Survivor Wood came through ‘trial of faith’

Devada Wood

What is Relay 

For Life?
Relay For Life is the American Cancer

Society’s signature fundraising event, bring-
ing communities together in hope, celebra-
tion and memory.

It is a unique event that offers everyone in
the community an opportunity to participate
in the fight against cancer.

The event remembers those who have lost
the fight against cancer and honors those
who have survived.



By GWEN SWIGER

Associate Editor

When Lindsey
Moreland agreed to
take the Relay For Life
of Bradley County
event lead, her mother
told her to “Go big or
go home.”

“That was our motto
while my mom was
sick,” Moreland said.

Her mother, Janice
“Jan” Day Cheek, was
diagnosed with
leukemia on Feb. 1,
2014.

“She had been tired.
We thought she had
the flu, even though she
had the flu vaccine,” Moreland said. “She
went to the doctor a few times. … It got to the
point the fever was high and she asked the
doctor about doing blood work.

“There must have been something in the
blood work. They said go to the emergency
room right now,” she said. “They did the bone
marrow biopsy to confirm it. She had
leukemia.”

The 2015 Relay For Life was the first time
Moreland had participated in the Relay.

“My son had juvenile diabetes. We have
been all about finding a cure for juvenile dia-
betes,” she said. Then her mother was diag-
nosis with cancer and she attended the Relay.

“I was not prepared for the Survivors Lap,”
she said. “The Survivors Walk had a great
impact on me. They all had cancer and sur-
vived.”

She decided to take her mother’s advice
and go big.

The theme this year is a Disney one — Wish
Upon a Cure, she said. The teams have been
creative with their interpretation of the theme
and planned booths and fundraising events
that reflect it.

On Saturday, April 30, the Relay this year
will be led by the police around the Bradley
County Courthouse, she said.

“Then we have from 15 to 30 individuals on

Harleys riding around the square before the
Survivors Walk. It will be a nice procession for
them (the survivors). The Harleys will be
parked with U.S. flags flying as the Survivors
Walk begins. These are people who want to
ride to prevent cancer,” she explained.

“If you survive, you need something in front
of you,” Moreland said of the planned motor-
cycle fanfare.

She has also gathered items for Survivor
bags. About 20 local businesses and indus-
tries have contributed to bags to be given to
survivors and their caregivers.

“The caregivers have a different role to the
person with cancer,” she noted. “They are
scared, frightened and see what their loved
one is going through. The support system is
very important. You have these caregivers
who are heartbroken and doing all they can to
support” their loved one.

“I think that was where my emotions got
the best of me last year. They survived,” she
said with tears in her eyes. “I’m on the other
side because my mother did not survive.”

Jan Cheek died July 8, 2015.
Another new aspect of the Relay is with the

people in purple. These are people who have
been nominated to raise $1,000.

“I went to the city Police and the Fire
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through my journey,” Trahan said. 
“I  did not pray to save my life . I prayed to

save my family of the pain that I would have
to endure,” she said.

She said her doctors — seven in total —
did not offer much hope of her survival. 

“I was being put on comfort measures. 
“For three days before my surgery took

place, I told all the doctors I was going home
to raise my children. I had a lot of life left in
me and  I was not giving up,” she said.

“I had the surgery  on Monday the 24th.
They did what they could. God and I did the
rest. 

“God put me on this journey for a reason,
I would make it through somehow someway.
I had six months of chemotherapy with little
side affects. My oncologist was truly amazed.
She too thought a 29-year-old woman does
not have  this type of  cancer and survive,”
Trahan said.

“I made history. I was the youngest  per-
son with colon cancer in Bradley county, to
be diagnosed at that time,” she said.

“It's  17 years later. I'm still here and still
on my journey. The fear of hearing those
words you have cancer will always be with
me. This fear never leaves.  

“I am a survivor.  
“I relay for those who lost their battle with

cancer.  I relay for my father who lost his
battle in 1993.  I relay for myself, to cele-
brate another day of God's  blessing.    

“I have been involved in the Relay since
1994.  I'm  in it to end it,” Trahan said.

Lindsey Moreland

Going big for Relay for Life

Jan Cheek Lindsey Moreland

See MORELAND, Page 15



By ALLEN MINCEY

Banner Staff Writer

It is a love story that continues today, even
though both have been stricken by cancer, one
fatally: Carol and Bill Creech.

The Creeches would have celebrated their
57th anniversary in 2015, but Carol suc-
cumbed to her cancer before their anniversary.
Devastating does not even describe her hus-
band’s feelings, as he has also been diagnosed
with cancer and thought he would pass first.

Bill Creech, though living not as productive
a life as he would wish, and not having the love
of his life still with him, perseveres.

Their daughter, Kim, recalls the love that her
parents had for each other.

“They met in eighth grade, underneath a
tree, and Mom took me to show me the tree one
time and the last time I was with them, I want-
ed to get a picture of them under the tree and
they had cut the tree down just a few weeks
before that,” she remembered. “They didn’t
start dating until juniors in high school.”

They almost didn’t get together, as Carol
went with her friend to the hospital after her
friend’s boyfriend had been injured in the
school gymnasium. Bill didn’t know where she
went, but figured she probably had gone with
the other two and left him there.

“It is a miracle that they got together, but
they did, started dating and there you go,” Kim
said.

They ended up getting married and having
three children: Debbie and Scott, who both live
in the Cleveland area, and Kim, who has
moved around with her family and presently
resides in Kentucky. The Creeches took grand-
kids on cruises for graduation, and spent time
at the beaches in Florida with family.

“Daddy said that he wouldn’t be where he is
without my mom. He said if she hadn’t come
along and swept him off his feet, he would still
be in the crop fields in Georgia”

Then, Bill Creech was diagnosed with can-
cer. Not long afterward, Carol was also found to
have cancer.

It was devastating to both, but mostly to
their children and their families.

“She was very special. She never wanted to
take credit for things and was really very shy.
There were a few things that meant so much to
her: our family, and God.”

Carol was always involved in the church

choir, and played in both the Cleveland com-
munity band and the orchestra at church.

The Creeches moved to Cleveland in 1962,
living in the subdivision across from the
Church of God of Prophecy tabernacle.

It was a picture perfect life, with Bill taking
a job with Interstate Insurance and then
AllState. Carol would be in charge of family
finances.

“She took care of the money. Daddy would
say he made it, and she handled it,” Kim
recalled.

This perfect life was interrupted by a house
fire, with the Creeches rebuilding their home.
Eventually, they moved to Tennessee Nursery
Road, into what her mom would call “a man’s
house ... just like ‘my Billy’ always wanted. Kim
Creech remembered that her mom always
called her husband “my Billy.”

Then, the cancer was diagnosed in Bill.
“Mom and I were with him when he had sur-
gery, and Dr. McIntire came out and told us it

was cancer, and we were both devastated.
“Mom got upset at first for a short time, then

asked ‘Well, what do we have to do?’” Kim said.
Bill had to have chemotherapy and Carol

just kept taking care of him, while he would
say that he had to take care of things, thinking
that he would die soon as they had told him it
was incurable.

“He was always thinking of her, where she
was always thinking of him,” their daughter
said.

Carol was later diagnosed with cancer her-
self after stomach problems led her to talking
to a doctor. She found out that her own cancer
was also incurable.

“It just threw us all for a loop,” Kim said.
“But she didn’t want any of us to feel bad about
this.

Carol stayed as strong as possible, and con-
tinued to have her same sunny disposition.
She would go for treatment and begin cracking
jokes and laughing.

In the meantime, Bill began to get better. He
was getting stronger as she was getting more
debilitated.

Yet, she tried to keep the family in good spir-
its, going as far as naming her wigs that she
had to wear because of chemotherapy.

“She would name one, and then name
another, and say, ‘Do I want to be Raquel
today, or someone else?’” Kim said.

In all this, Bill and Carol maintained that
love with each other seemingly more than they
had when they first met. They would have
chemo together, and one could go in and see
one of them in one chair and right beside, the
other spouse in another recliner.

Bill was getting better at dealing with his
cancer. “He was getting stronger as she was
getting weaker,” Kim said. “She was being as
strong as she could. And me and my mom
would always laugh.”

Basically, Carol Creech had a stroke brought
on by the cancer. Again, the family was devas-
tated, but say they are comforted because they
know she is in no more pain, and is undoubt-
edly continuing to make others smile.

“I know that she got to heaven and she is
there making people laugh, planting a garden,
singing and dancing and making people
happy,” Kim said. “We in the family try to
honor her by just going on.”

Kim said that the Creeches will field a team
at this year’s Relay for Life, and would welcome
anyone who knew her mom to join them on
April 30 for that event, and walk with them.
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Carol and Bill Creech — a love story cut short by cancer

Banner photo, ALLEN MINCEY

CAROL AND BILL CREECH participated together in Relay for Life for several years. Carol

passed away not long after this photograph was taken at the 2015 Relay, and the Creech

family members are putting together a team to walk in the April 30 event to honor Carol and

Bill, who has been diagnosed with cancer himself. This year’s Relay for Life will begin at 9

a.m. on April 30, at the Bradley County Courthouse.
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Department. They will be walking the square
so we can applaud them. They will be taking
the walk in full uniform – the Fire-Rescue
members will be in full dress-out.

“We will have fire trucks, the Coca-Cola
truck, police cars and a princess parade with
carriage and horse. It is something to get the
children involved,”  she said.

“I took a survey to find out  why people did
not participate in Relay. One thing was the
entertainment,” she said. “I don’t want to have
to pay for entertainment, but we have spon-
sors for the bands.”

She has lined up Clark Beckham, the
“American Idol” runner-up for 2015. His per-
formance will be sponsored by Check into
Cash. She also has local party band
Convertibull on the schedule for the evening.
They will be sponsored by Robert Thompson
and an anonymous survivor’s family.

Moreland’s family will be sponsoring the
performance of Southern Traditions, a blue-
grass/country group with the Birchwood
Opry.

Moreland said her mother really loved to
hear Southern Traditions. She had their
music playing in her hospital room.

“The week before she went into the hospital,
we went to see them. She was clapping, danc-
ing and having the best of time,” Moreland
said “I was able to get them for the Relay in her
honor. It will be hard, but I will have to intro-
duce this band … If you are here for the Relay,
you are here because someone with cancer
has touched you.

“Everybody has a story. Someone they love
has had cancer. It does not discriminate. It
does not hold back. You have to mean busi-
ness when you go head-to-head with cancer,”
Moreland said.

She has also lined up Voices of Lee, the 16-
member a cappella ensemble from Lee
University. They have a great sound, she said.
Gospel singer Shirley Purifory, Vera Voznyuk,
TAG/UR/IT and Bad Tatoo also will perform.

The Luminary event will be lead by a bag-
piper, she said. The luminaries represent peo-
ple who have been affected by cancer – sur-
vivors and those who have not. 

In planning this year’s Relay For Life,
Moreland has tried to have something for
everyone while keeping the focus on the battle
against cancer.

Her mother’s experience helped Moreland to
realize how important raising funds for

research is. Her mother was a pioneer in a new
drug therapy.

Moreland said her mother had been feeling
real tired. They thought she had the flu.

How do you get to from ‘You’ve got the flu,’
to one week later being on the ventilator?”
Moreland asked.

Since Moreland’s brother and sister-in-law
are pathologists at the University of Tennessee
Medical Center, that is where her mother
wanted to go.

“They started her on chemo, but one of the
side effects of the chemo was congestive heart
failure. She was put on a ventilator. She was
put into cardiac ICU. They gave her a 10 per-
cent chance to survive.

“The doctor said he had seen people with a
10 percent chance of survival walk out of
there. And she did,” Moreland said.

They tried the chemotherapy again.
“It (congestive heart failure) happened

again. Except this time, it was the ventilator
and dialysis,” Moreland said. “She never really
got to do the regimen they had for her.”

The family was made aware of a new drug
just approved  by the FDA.

“The oncologist  told my mother there was
nothing else they could do. They said maybe
she would get the new drug,” she said.

She was the first one in Tennessee to get the
new medication. 

“Research matters,” Moreland said. “For
Mother, she got this brand new chemo. She
tolerated it. It did not have the side effects of
the other. She was so excited that she was the
pioneer on this new drug. We had to wait
because it is made in Europe. There was a
three-week waiting period. She was in ICU.

Moreland noted the new drug put the origi-
nal leukemia into remission.  

“My mother did not get to see it through, but
it is so important to raise money for cancer.
They have it down to the markers … that drug
was working.

“My mother was in the hospital all the time.
... It was not like she got the infusion and then
got to go home. She did not get to go home,
but she made it work for her,” Moreland said.

“You adapt to the environment,” Moreland
said. “With the Skyping, the email and all, she
was very connected. There were times she did
not have any white blood cells. She could not
have visitors. We had to wear masks. She had
an amazing attitude right to the end. It was
something to see.”

“If cancer is on your plate, it is on your
plate,” Moreland said. “You can give up and
not try or you can be like my mother  —  a pio-

neer for the next person.”
While the new therapy was working, a new

cancer marker was found in her mother. 
When Moreland visited her mother on July

7 in the hospital, she found her crying. 
“I asked why she was crying. She said, ‘I’m

dying.” She told me they had found a mass on
her lung,” Moreland said.

Moreland went out to find out what the doc-
tor had told her mother.  

He asked her if she could read X-rays. As a
dental hygienist with Dr. Eben DeArmond’s
office, she did know how to read the X-rays.

When she looked at them, there was a big
black spot. They were not sure what it was. It
could have been an infection. 

“My mother knew how to deal with the word
‘leukemia.’ But she did not know how to deal
with the word mass,” Moreland said. “When I
walked back into the room, she said ‘I am
done.’ And she died the next day.

“We should have lost my mother when she
had only a 10 percent chance. Everything after
that was a blessing. We had her for another 16
months. We got a lot of good conversations in
there,” Moreland said. 

Her mother encouraged her to take on the
lead role in the Relay For Life. 

Before the diagnosis, Moreland had com-
pleted a walk for Komen. “She left his lovely
card on my steering wheel. It said ‘I’m real
proud of you for walking for cancer, because
you never know who is going to get it next.’
And it was her.”

“Cancer is cancer. It just lands in different
places in your body. Colon or lungs … It is evil.
The Relay is all about cancer,” Moreland said.

It is all about finding a cure.
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Power in Purple

draws more into

Relay For Life
By ALLEN MINCEY

Banner Staff Writer

Several groups have committed to
helping with the upcoming Relay for
Life by getting involved in the “Power
in Purple” campaign.

Those who have committed to rais-
ing at least $1,000 for the relay
include the Cleveland Police
Department, Bradley County Sheriff’s
Office, Bradley County Fire-Rescue,
and the Cleveland Fire Department.
The CPD raised close to $2,000 by
allowing officers to make donations so
they could grow beards as part of the
promotion, which was held through
the month of March.

On the day before this year’s Relay
for Life, the BCSO will be staging a
“Jail and Bail” event with proceeds
going to fight cancer.

According to Chrissy Seals, com-
munity manager for the Relay for Life
for the Mid-South Division, this year’s
“Power in Purple” campaign is similar
to the “Real Men Wear Pink” campaign
that takes place for the Strides
Against Breast Cancer in
Chattanooga.

While raising funds for the Relay for
Life is an important part of being a
“Power in Purple” group, there is
another way to show support for the
relay: wear something purple. This
was a part of the campaign during the
month of March.

“We have sought and asked ‘power-
ful’ people in the Bradley County com-
munity to be a ‘Power in Purple’ per-
son,” Seals said. “These individuals
and group are lawyers, doctors, store
managers, and others — anyone who
has a large face in the community.”

If your group would like to partici-
pate, with either a team or a booth, or
both, there is still time to register, but
do it quickly. Be sure to contact Seals
at the Chattanooga office of the
American Cancer Society at 423-499-
2606. 

In 2015, there were 35 to 40 teams
involved in the relay, and this year’s
goal is to have 70 teams participate.

The theme for this year’s relay is
“Wish Upon a Cure,” and groups are
asked to use a Disney motif in their
participation.

Photos are from past Relay For Life events
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