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Bearettes want to live up to expectations
By RICHARD ROBERTS
Banner Sports Editor

The Bearettes came in to the
2014-15 basketball season with
more unknowns than in previous
years. 

The loss of Rebecca Reuter and
Brooke Copeland — aka the
“Twin Towers” — left a gap in the
Bradley Central girls’ lineup that
left everyone wondering what
head coach Jason Reuter would
do to fill it.

Reuter needn’t have worried.
The Bearettes stepped up and
finished first in District 3-3A —
all without the benefit of an
active senior on the roster.

“We came with kind of an
unknown. We lost the Twin
Towers and were voted by the
coaches to finish No. 2 in the dis-
trict. I didn’t know we would win
the district but I knew that was
our goal. We came in without any
seniors because of an injured
Chelsea Summers, who tore her
ACL. That was like a double
whammy,” said Reuter.

“We had a bunch of puppies
that kind of matured right there
during the season. We wound up
winning the district tournament.
We went to the region feeling
really good. We lost in overtime to
White County in the semifinals.
We were one call, one play from
playing in the (Region 3) finals.”

Considering what could have
been, Reuter feels the Bearettes
did more than what was expected
by many pundits and perhaps
some coaches.

“I don’t want to say we over-
achieved” he said. “We did what
we were supposed to do and fin-
ished 22-6.”

The Bearettes skipped the sea-
son opening Hall of Fames games
which may have added to their
final win total.

On the lower end, it was the
first time the Bradley girls did
not win the region since Reuter
took over as head coach, which
could have been a disappointing
letdown in other camps.

“No, not with what we are up
against,”said Reuter. “With no
seniors and one returning starter
I thought we did pretty well.”

But that was last year. This
year Reuter begins the season
with everyone back who took the

Bearettes to the district champi-
onship last year, when they were
chosen to finish at the top of the
district in 2015.

“We got every No. 1 vote in
both polls (coaches and media).
And we should have,” said the
coach. “That’s not being conceit-
ed, that’s just the way it is. We
should have been picked No. 1.”

The Bearettes accomplished
last year’s run with a bench
that didn’t have as much depth
as Reuter likes, but with a year
of seasoning, that has changed.

“We weren’t very deep, I’m
going to be very honest. That’s
not a knock against our other
kids. We’re about seven deep
right now and working on an
eighth lady. That’s why we have a
junior varsity feeder system to
prepare kids and get them ready.
We’re a year older, we’re battle-
tested and we won’t be talking
about youth this year. We’re not
super old. We will start two sen-
iors, two juniors and a sopho-
more.”

Even with a seasoned team
coming back, Reuter knows
there will be challenges to be met
and he expects this group of
Bearettes to step up and meet
them.

“It’s going to be a challenge
and it should be a challenge.
Because every time you step onto
the floor the other team in trying

to beat you,” he said. “Our goal is
to win the district, region, get the
substate back right here and get
back to Murfreesboro.”

The Bearettes will
return seniors Julia
Gaither who
will play the
four-spot for
the team.

“She will
play our
power for-
ward posi-
tion. She is a
hard-nosed
kid,” said Reuter.
“She led our team in
charges taken last year. It
was the only category she
led us in, but she is one of those
kids who had her hand in every-
thing. She grabbed four or five
rebounds, scored five, six or
seven points and took 20-plus
charges last year. That may not
sound like the most glamorous
slate, but it’s hard to get kids to
take four or five a year. Some
kids take none. She took over 20
last year. That’s a momentum
swinger.”

The other senior returning
to the line up will be Katie
Brown who will be coming in
as the sixth man to start the
season.

“She is one play away from
starting. This is a team sport and

it’s pretty high odds she will be
starting in a game this year. She
has weathered the storm and it’s
her time as a senior. You have to
start five girls and I want Katie to
understand we are not going to

make it to
the state
t o u r n a -
ment with-
out her.”

R e u t e r
will have
a n o t h e r
f a m i l i a r

name on the
roster in junior
Emma Kate
Brown who started

for the Bearettes
coach midway through her fresh-
man season. Brown missed her
first dozen games last year with a
stress fracture but made up for
lost time and is ready to go.

“I don’t know that she totally
ever got back in the groove last
year. That may sound like I’m
babying her a little bit, but when
you have to miss something like
five weeks it can throw you off for
the season,” said Reuter. “I
would consider her our most effi-
cient 3-point and she is probably
our best foul shooter.”

Also being introduced as a
starter will be veteran Halle
Hughes who served in the sixth
man position her freshman year.

“She kind of exploded last
year. She was my sixth man in
the state tournament as a fresh-
man. Her sophomore year, she
led us in scoring with 17-plus
points a game,” said Reuter. “She
probably caught the rest of the
district off guard more than any-
body. They didn’t really realize
what type athlete she is. She is
as fast as any girl I have ever
coached. She is a hard-nosed
competitor. She works at her
game year-round. I’m expecting
a big, big junior season out of
her.”

Next in line is Kaley McRee,
who will be starting in the post
position for Reuter and the
Bearettes.

“She has improved as much as
any kid we’ve got. She probably
was the least skilled player we
had last year, but she has gotten
herself stronger and faster. She
is an undersized post, maybe at
the next level, but at this level
she’s is 5-10 and super tough.
She guarded people this summer
who are going on to play Division
I basketball who were 6-1, 6-2.
She never flinched an inch, and
will be starting in the post for
us,” Reuter lauded. “I’m expect-
ing much improvement out of her
this year. I think people will
notice a big improvement.”

Starting at point guard for the
Bearettes will be sophomore star
Ryne Howard whom Reuter said
was kind of a Miss Everything for
the team last season.

“She led us in every category
last year, in nearly everything
but scoring, as a freshman. She
led in assists, blocks and was
second in points. How many
times do you have a point guard
lead a team in rebounds? Maybe
assists, obviously. Rebounds,
almost never. Blocks, never.
Second in scoring, that’s possi-
ble. She also led in steals. She
came in at a time when we were
in desperate need (with the loss
of Copeland and Reuter),” the
coach recalled. “We are very
blessed to have Ryne Howard.
She has played more basketball
this summer than any kid in our
program. She has traveled the
AAU circuit and had played
everywhere from New Orleans to
Virginia Beach. She is not the
only girl getting college looks,

but she is already getting
Division I offers at her sopho-
more year.”

Rueter said he is not con-
cerned about Howard putting too
much pressure on herself to
repeat as leader in the most cat-
egories.

“I don’t think so. We talked
about the only pressure really
being what she puts on herself.
Yes, we have expectations and
she will be highlighted on the
scouting report more this year.
She will be on everybody’s
radar,” said Reuter. “The good
news for Ryne is we have more
people around her who can
score. Sometimes you get
caught in a situation where you
don’t have that. I’m kind of curi-
ous to see if people will try to
Box and 1 or Triangle and 2
(defensively) to take her away. I
think we will shoot the ball well
enough they won’t be able to do
that.”

Reuter recalled the old saying
that goes, “The strength of the
wolf is the pack, and the strength
of the pack is the wolf,” to make
the point that Howard is a big
part of the puzzle, though with-
out  the other pieces, the puzzle
basically is useless.

“We don’t run a star system.
We never have. We will always
have a leading scorer and a lead-
ing rebounder. We’ve had out-
standing players but I don’t
know that we’ve ever had a team
of people where people felt like
they could stop just one of our
players,” said Reuter.

Case in point, the Bearettes
currently have 10 former players
who are playing somewhere this
season on a basketball scholar-
ship.

“I don’t think there are many
programs around that can say
that. That just goes to confirm
the team concept,” said Reuter.
“My job is to try and put a cham-
pionship trophy in one hand and
a scholarship in the other. That’s
what we are trying to get here.”

“I want it to stay that way,” he
said.

There is no doubt there will be
some potholes in the road ahead,
but Reuter feels the Bearettes
will have the tools to fill and

See BEARETTES, Page 44
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TYLER WICKMAN

Banner Sports Writer

After winning the Southern
Christian Athletic Association
basketball championship last
season, and also returning all 13
players, the Tennessee Christian
Hawks look to repeat last sea-
son’s success. 

TCPS finished 18-7 in the
2014-15 season, even while fac-
ing schools in the Tennessee
Secondary School Athletic
Association, such as Copper
Basin and Tellico Plains. 

Hawks head coach Frank
Walker has high expectations
due to their achievements and
the ability to get every player
back from last year. 

“I want to have a better (regu-
lar) season than last year and
win our league championship
again. The biggest thing is that I
want our kids to get better, and I

just want to be competitive with
the surrounding programs.
Winning last year, we know we
have to do more to win it again
this year.”

Of the 13 players, 10 of them
play football, making it difficult
to shape them into basketball
form. The football team conclud-
ed action Nov. 13, and players
will be expected to be up and
ready for their season opener
Dec. 1 against Copper Basin.
Walker attends the football
games and is very vocal on the
sidelines.

“It’s a catch-22, because we
benefit from it due to their tough-
ness and mentality that you have
to have to be a football player,
but the whole transitioning from
being in football shape to basket-
ball shape are two different types
of conditioning. 

“I just don’t want them coming
into this year thinking we can do

what we did last year and win,
because that won’t happen this
year,” Walker explained. 

Some teams will identify their
offense as their main strength, or
greatest attribute that could con-
tribute to winning games, but
Coach Walker believes different-
ly. 

“We play with a lot of intensity;
we hang our hat on defense, and
I believe that defense wins cham-
pionships and games. I am a
stickler for defense, and the type
of offense that we run is basically
transitioned out of our defense,”
Walker said.

“We believe that we turn peo-
ple over and that the biggest
strength is our transition game,
getting up and down the court.
As long as we are doing that,
then we have a good chance of
beating anybody.”

The first matchup will be very
important in getting off to a good

start, considering the Hawks are
playing TSSAA opponent Copper
Basin. There isn’t a matchup on
the schedule that stands out as a
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TYLER WICKMAN

Banner Sports Writer

With 19 players on the roster,
the Polk County Wildcats will fea-
ture nine freshmen and only one
returning player, Hunter
Ownbey. 

Ownbey, in addition to be being
the only returner, will also be the
team’s lone senior. He will be put
in the leadership role due to his
senority, but more importantly
because he’s one of the leading
scorers on the team.

“Hunter’s got a lot on his plate
by just being the main guy with
any experience, and also making
sure everybody is on the same

page. If he blows up, we all blow
up,” Polk County head coach
John Tucker explained. 

The Wildcats aren’t necessarily
rebuilding this season, due to the
fact that they lost so many of
their players from last year. The
2014-15 season could technically
be called Polk’s “rebuilding year,”
but with all the new faces this
season will be more like starting
from scratch. 

Even with a season of starting
over, everyone wants to do better
than only winning four games.
The Wildcats finished with only a
4-19 record last season, which
ended with a first round loss in
the district tournament to

McMinn Central, 60-48. 
“It would be huge for Polk

County if we did well, especially
after the [substandard] football
season. Right now in Polk County
all the boy’s teams are down, so I
think it would just be great for
Polk County.”

The Polk win column from last
season doesn’t necessarily speak
for itself, in part because of how
many tight games were lost in the
final seconds.

“Taking care of the ball and fin-
ishing games is what we need.
Last year, we were in almost every
game. I think 10 of the 23 games
were less than 10-point losses. 

Most teams have a main

strength or strong point that can
be relied on in almost every game.
For the Wildcats, that stability
comes from the offensive firepow-
er. The offense will be trying to
feed off the success of Josh
Laughlin, a 6-foot-5 post. 

“I think offensively, post wise,
Josh Laughlin is very talented,”
commented Tucker. 

When it comes to pressure, not
many coaches or players will
admit to the fact that it’s indeed
present on their team. But Coach
Tucker believes a little pressure
never hurt anybody.

“I always feel pressure, because
I want to be successful. This is
where my bread and butter is,

coaching. I think my guys don’t
want to have the same season
they did last year, so they feel
pressure in that aspect.”

There will be many rematches
the Wildcats hope they can re-
write the finish of this season, in
order to come away with more vic-
tories. But there will one
matchup on the schedule that
stands out to both the players
and coaches, and that game will
be the showdown with Copper
Basin. 

“It’s gotta be Copper Basin; we
haven’t been able to play them in

almost 10-plus years, and this is
the first year we get to play them,”
Tucker concluded.

Those who wonder why there is
such importance placed this
game after a decade may find,
with a little online research, that
more than one high school exists
in the Polk County School
District. 

The two teams will go head-to-
head on Jan. 14 and Jan. 22, and
everyone may finally get to see
who has the best basketball team
in the county — at least for the
upcoming season.
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Polk County Wildkittens look to improve in 2015
TYLER WICKMAN

Banner Sports Writer

After going 2-21 last season,
the Polk County Lady Wildcats
girls’ basketball team will be
looking to refine its program. 

The team only finished with
two wins, but advanced to the
regional tournament after a win
against Sweetwater in district
action, which showed significant
promise for the upcoming sea-
son.

“Even though we only won a
few ballgames, one of the games
we won came in the district tour-
nament, and we made it to the
region tournament with winning
as few games as we did,” Lady
Cats head coach Caleb Hindman
explained. 

This year Polk County will
have a roster of 14 girls, a num-
ber which keeps increasing year
by year. The year before
Hindman took over as head
coach, Polk only had six girls at
season’s end.

“When I got this job, the year
before I came here, they finished
the season with six players, and
the program was in some kind of
trouble. We have gone from six to
12 and now to 14, and we expect

to get eight or nine freshmen
next year,” Hindman said.

Mindset will be key when tak-
ing the floor for the Lady Cats.
With the under .500 season last
year and the football team’s two
winless seasons, it makes it hard
to not go into games with a losing
mentality, but Hindman hopes
that will be changing this season.

“Last year, I felt like we got to
the point on our long losing
streaks, that we took the floor
not believing we could win. From
a mindset standpoint, we are
looking to rebound from last
year, as far as we put in enough
work this summer to know that
every time we step on the floor,
we have a chance to win,”
Hindman commented.

One of the strengths that
Hindman says will always be
present is the team’s “consisten-
cy of effort.”

”I can think of very few times
that I can ever accuse my team of
not playing hard. We may not
execute the right way, or not
shoot well, but we will play hard
every time.”

When it comes to leaders,
Hindman applauds players who
lead more by action than by just
being vocal in the locker room.

“There is something to be said
for being a vocal leader, and I
appreciate vocal leaders, but I
think actions speak louder than
words.

“We have several sophomore
players that speak loud with
their actions in how hard they
work outside of practice, and
how hard they work when it’s not
basketball season. We have those
players who are leading by exam-
ple and trying to raise every-
body’s game to their level,”
Hindman explained.

Leaders are always key in win-
ning games, but so is having a
dependable player to trust in
tight, end-of-game situations. 

“It would be our sophomore
point guard, Nikki Ball, she puts
more work in her game than any-
body else, so we trust her to do
know her job and do her job
well,” Hindman pointed out. 

Pressure is not something that
Polk should feel from outside,
but just something the  team
puts on itself, said the coach. 

“The only pressure, or expecta-
tions, that we should think about
is the pressure we put on our-
selves. We know from an excuse
standpoint that we are young
and that everybody knows we are

young, but we have higher expec-
tations of ourselves than anyone
else can put on us. 

“We just have to worry about
meeting that expectation, not
just necessarily for the long run,
but meeting our standard of

excellence every day in practice,”
expressed Hindman.

Polk County will have a long
list of tough opponents, but each
game will be treated with the
same intensity. 

“With such a young team and

trying to rebound from last year,
our biggest game of the season is
the next game, because with our
young kids, we are not good
enough to take anyone else for
granted and look past some-
body,” Hindman concluded.
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Wildcats want to finish more games with offensive firepower
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TCPS Lady Hawks look to keep momentum
TYLER WICKMAN

Banner Sports Writer

After earning an 18-3 record last year, the
Tennessee Christian Preparatory School
Lady Hawks are out to repeat their success
in the upcoming season.

Considering the Lady Hawks won the
Southern Christian Athletic Association con-
ference championship last winter, TCPS
head coach Natalie Calfee has high expecta-
tions that they can match their most recent
success. But the Lady Hawks return only
four players, with Holly Sutton being the
lonesome senior on the team. 

“I’ve been telling them since day one to give
me 110 percent all the time. The dynamics of
the team are very different than last year. We
have more players than we did last season,
but we have some that lack experience,” said
Calfee. “This year we are defending our title,
so that is a big expectation and weight that

the girls are dealing with right now.”
Calfee is interested in developing their

young talent, and will do so with the benefit
of having actual experience as a TCPS high
school basketball player herself.

“We lost two of our seniors and we just
have to get the others to step up. Our
women’s basketball program has always
done well. I was a student and played at
Tennessee Christian, but now I’m back
coaching and it’s become a full circle. It is
great to see the competition continue to get
better within our conference, and we just
want to be the best,” Calfee said. 

When it comes to leaders and last second
shot takers, Calfee said the Lady Hawks
would lean on their only senior, Sutton. 

“I would go back to Holly, she is one of our
posts and generally plays our center. She is
a very physical and aggressive player, but if
we are in a situation and we need her, she’s
gonna make it happen.”

TCPS’s main strength will be on the defen-
sive end of the court. The Lady Hawks put
most of their focus and game plan on
defense, feeling it’s something they can rely
on to win games, whether the offense is
clicking or not.

“We are definitely looking at defense a lot.
We have focused on defense from the first
day of practice and have said that defense
will be our game this year. When I played, my
coach said, ‘Offense wins the game, defense
wins the championship.’ If we can stop the
other team from scoring, then we will have
the higher chance of winning,” explained
Calfee.

The Lady Hawks will tip off their season
when they hit the road December 1, to play
the Cougars of Copper Basin. This game is
very important on the itinerary, as it will be
one of the few games that will be played out-
side of the Hawks’ SCAA conference sched-
ule.

Hawks want repeat of success in 2015 basketball season

See HAWKS, Page 44
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From Lee Sports Information
Prior to the 2015-16 women’s

basketball season starting, head
coach Marty Rowe took the time to
talk about some key factors in the
Lady Flames’ first season as a full-
fledged NCAA DII member.

As of presstime, the Lady
Flames were 1-1 following a 75-50
win over Barry University and 81-
68 loss to No. 4 Nova
Southeastern University.

Q: Shelby Brown was the most
outstanding player in the NCCAA
national last year. You also have
Carrie Cheeks and Christina
Johnson on the inside, who else
will play down low? 

MR: Adding Anna Woodford
and Tori Lentz gives us two versa-
tile players that can play either
the 4 spot or the 3 spot for us. Of
course, the biggest question mark
we have is Jess Shillito our trans-
fer from Tennessee Temple. Can
we get her strength wise to where
she can contribute on a nightly
basis because we think at 6’5”;
she can be disruptive defensively. 

Q:You look pretty solid with
Walsh, Beavers, Caroline,
Neuharth – who else on the out-
side? 

MR: Haris Price is really good
and has a chance to be a very spe-
cial player for us; we like Destiny
Lowden’s toughness and feel like
she has the potential to be solid
for us. Also, with Tori and Anna
we just add much needed depth.

Q: Other players who might be
involved in your usual rotation?

MR: I think we have more depth
this year and it’s a nice mix of
returning players and newcomers.
It’s hard to say right now how are
rotation will look but you can bet
several freshmen will be getting
their feet wet early on.

Q:Strength of this year’s squad?
MR: I think just having another

year to mature and get stronger as
a group is key for us. We’ll still be
very young but having several key
players returning is certainly a
plus and I do think we’ve added
much needed depth and versatili-
ty to this team.

Q: Areas you must improve?
MR: we’ve got a long way to go

competing in the South region but
we’ll need to continue to improve
in all aspects of the game. I think
a big key will be defending without
fouling so much this season; it’s
something that I have to make

sure as a coach we focus on early.
Q: Teams to beat in the GSC

and South Region?
MR: Union, West Florida, Nova

Southeastern, and Rollins. Those
are always going to be the top
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Lee Flames excited about

first full season in NCAA
From Lee Sports Information

Prior to the 2015-16 men’s
basketball season starting, head
coach Tommy Brown took the
time to talk about some key fac-
tors in the Flames’ first season as
a full-fledged NCAA DII member.

As of press time, the Flames
were 1-1 following a 106-101 loss
to Miles College and a 79-63 win
over Lane College at the West
Georgia Classic.

REPLACING LOST PLAYERS:
“Well, we did lose a lot from last
year and those guys certainly
gave some great contributions,
but we’ve been very pleased with
the leadership of some of our
returners, especially Jervon
Johnson and Elgrin Wilson,
whom have been vocal through-
out the preseason,” Brown said.
“As far as replacing the point
guard (Stedmon Ford) and scor-
ing (Cory Billingsley), I think
that’s something we’re still figur-
ing out the specifics of. We feel
like with the guys we have com-
ing back and the guys we’ve

brought in, we have some really
good options. It’ll just be up to us
to figure out the best way to fit
everyone together.

“Tyquan Roberts is another
one we lost that was a major con-
tributor last year. He was a really
versatile player that could do a lot
of things on the court and a great
guy in the locker room. We’ll def-
initely miss him.”

CHASE CULLEN STEPPED
UP; WHO WILL FOLLOW?:

“Chase was a great surprise for
us last year and we expect him to
keep progressing and show even
more of what he can do this year.
I think Jervon (Johnson) and
Stephen (Burrows) have a really
good chance to step up and be
contributors for us. Bryce
Copeland and Levi Woods give us
some really good depth at the
guard spots. Elgrin (Wilson),
Cody (Farley) and Isaac (Merian)
are all coming back with improve-
ments added to their game. They
can provide some really different
looks that we can use in the post.

GOOD CROP OF NEWCOM-
ERS: “We certainly expect trans-
fers CJ Reese (Southeast
Missouri) and Rico Overall
Cleveland State) to be able to
come in and contribute right
away at the guard spots.
Rantavious Gilbert (Appalachian
State) should give us a whole lot
of minutes around the basket.
Kenny Nabors (Snead State, Ala.)
and Keevin Tyus Columbus
State) are two guys that we’re
really excited about. Both can
play multiple positions and do a
bunch of different things both on
the perimeter and in the paint.
They should be exciting to watch.
Cam High (Tennessee Temple)
and freshman Cam Boyd (Greater
Atlanta Christian) are also new-
comers who could definitely con-
tribute in different areas in the
future.”

POSSIBLE ROTATION
“It’s tough to tell right now

because we’re just getting into
official practice, but we do know
there will be quite a bit of compe-

tition at every position, and that
playing time is all up for grabs.
There’s a lot of room for different
guys to emerge in their roles and
prove what they can do.”

TEAM’S STRENGTH
“I think one big strength we’ll

have is depth and an ability to
give teams different looks,
depending on matchups. In this
league, especially, where you face
so many different types of teams,
week in and week out, it is impor-
tant to have different things you
can go to with your personnel in
order to find an advantage. We
feel like we have the ability to give
opponents different looks this
year, and are looking forward to
having several different options.”

LOOKING TO IMPROVE
“As we said earlier, we lost

quite a bit of scoring from last
year’s team, so we’re going to
need guys to step up for us in big
games, and get us some buckets.
Scoring will be stressed, especial-
ly trying to avoid long periods

Lady Flames ready to make a statement in Gulf South

Lady Cougars are accustomed
to winning on basketball court

From CSCOUGARS.COM
The Cleveland State Community College Lady Cougars head into the

2015-16  basketball season opener accustomed to winning after com-
ing out victorious in each of their four preseason scrimmages.  

“We have more depth this year, compared to last year,” said head
coach Dan Lumpkin. 

Sophomore point guard JLynn Majors figures to play a key role in
the team’s success.

“We became dependent on her at point guard last year, and look for
her to be our leader on the floor,” said Lumpkin.

As a team the Lady Cougars want to put full-court pressure on the
defense leading to more offensive opportunities. “Our goal is to get 100
possessions a game,” said Lumpkin.

The Lady Cougars opened with a 60-47 win overhosted Wallace
State Community College-Hanceville in their regular season opener.

Cougars prepare for
higher level of play

From CSCOUGARS.COM
The Cleveland State

Community College Cougars
opened regular-season play for
2015-16 with a loss at home to
Wallace State Community
College-Hanceville.

Part of their preparation
included competing in the Corry
Black and Kris Watkins recruiting
event tournaments in Georgia.

“We get to tweak our lineups

and the players get early expo-
sure to four-year schools,” said
head coach Lee Cigliano.  

Sophomore Darrion Leslie
received a four-year full ride
scholarship offer to a Division II
school after getting noticed at one
of the tournaments.  

“That’s the kind of stuff that
gets you excited as a coach,” said
Cigliano.  “He’ll be one of our
leaders this year.” 

Lee University photo, MIKE WESSON
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By RICHARD ROBERTS
Banner sports Editor

The resurgent Bradley Central
Bears wrestling team made a
statement last year but didn’t
accomplish what it wanted at the
state duals last year. 

The Bears lost in the semifinals
to Wilson Central after qualifying
for the first time in four years.
Bradley went on to finish third. In
the traditionals tournament two
weeks later, the Bears again
showed they are close to being
back where they want to be, tak-
ing the top spot at the region tra-
ditionals and finishing second by
7.5 points to perennial power
Cleveland at the state meet. 

The 19-5 record sent a state-
ment to the rest of the state that
the Bears are once again a force
to be dealt with. But Bears coach
Ben Smith doesn’t necessarily
believe in statements, he wants
delivery and plans to lead the
Bears to the top of the heap in
2015.

“When you sit here (in the BC
wrestling office) and with 20 state
championship trophies in front of
you, in Steve’s (former Bears
coach Logsdon) old office looking
at Steve’s old trophies, you
always want better. There is a lot
of tradition behind the program,”
said Smith who is in his fifth year
as Bears head coach.

“I’ve tried to step out of his
shadow a little bit and tried to
start casting my own. I feel really
good about the gains we have
made, the progress we’ve made,
the cultures we’ve changed and
the lives we have changed. I
believe what winning we have
had and what may come is a
byproduct of doing some things
and changing some things the
right way in the past couple of
years.”

Even though the program may
have dipped a little the last few
years, the issues of keeping the
Kid’s Club organized and coaches
deciding it was time to move on
have been for the most part fixed. 

“There were several things
going on all at once at all levels,”
Smith acknowledged. “We needed
to make some changes and there
were some changes coming.
Other programs had their five to
10 years in place and their Kid’s
Clubs programs had been feeding
middle school programs and were

feeding wrestlers like we had
been fed like the Bradley Kid’s
Club for a long time. 

“While the guys at Cleveland
were putting their plans in place,
there is not doubt about it, we
were kind of slowing down and
coming to a halt almost. That all
kind of peaked when I took over
and my first two years were kind
of tough. I loved those teams but
we went from winning seven of
the last eight championships to a
third place then an eighth. Now
we’ve gone back to a third and
back to a second.”

The turn started
a couple of years
ago according the
Smith with the
middle school club
program where
Smith was eventu-
ally in a position to
put his own people in
place. Two of Smith’s coach-
es went to help at the middle
school level,

“I had high school quality
coaches on the middle school
level,” he said. And not just on
the middle school level, they were
running the Kid’s Club and our
high school club. They had a
really good idea of what kind of
product we need to put out
there.”

The changes have begun to pay
off. 

Smith is comfortable with, for
the most part, his current Bears
wrestling lineup. It is no secret
Bradley will be strong at the first
seven weight classes. There are
some concerns in some spots in
the lower classes but nothing the
coaches feel can’t be overcome.
The Bears will return eight state
medalists and three state cham-
pions.

“There have been many years
when if you had eight medalists
and three championship you
would be walking away with a
state championship. The trouble
is there are several other programs
just as good as we are, and they
are putting the same numbers out
there. The competition has defi-
nitely elevated. But, one thing we
have over some of those teams
from last year is we have seven of
our eight medalists back, and two
of our three champs back. If you
look at it on paper alone, it’s hard
not to get excited. But what I’m
more excited about is the fact

those other seven nobody knows
about yet, or maybe they know but
are not worried about. Any suc-
cess we have greater than last year
will come from those seven pulling
their weight harder than they did
last year.”

Smith expects the Bears to be
tougher in the middle weight and
upper middle weights than some
may anticipate. 

“I think there may be some
teams that are thinking if they
can neutralize us down low ... I’m
pretty confident of what we know
we have,” he said. “I feel really

good about the
solidification of our
lineup. This is the
most solid lineup
I’ve been around
definitely as a
head coach, top to
bottom, and one of
the more solid

lineups that I’ve been
around as a coach in quite

a while.”
Smith admitted it could be very

hard for teams to bump up or
down due to the depth of the line-
up and the strength of the back-
ups.

“But we know we are not there
yet,” Smith said matter of factly.
“I’m excited about this year. We
are ranked preseason No. 1 in the
state, but that’s garbage. It’s a
paper rank and we don’t care
about paper ranks. Cleveland is
still the best team in the state
right now until somebody beats
them. In our minds we have not
won anything yet.”

Smith will begin his lineup at
106 pounds with junior Trey
Hicks and senior Bryson Bishop
battling for the starting spot.
Hick is the younger brother of
last year’s state champion T.J.
Hicks.

“Trey will be challenged by
Bryson, who has never started
before. Bryson is like Trey in that
he has paid his dues,” said
Smith. “Whether it be Trey or
Bryson I feel really got about our
106,” said Smith. Freshman
Wesley Devaney is also going to
stick his nose in the mix.”

At 113, T.J. Hicks will battle
with freshman Kobe Prater for
the starting spot. 

“T.J. has to be the odds-on
favorite after winning the state
championship last year. T.J. has
put the work in. If I could clone

my mindset into a kid, it would
be T.J.’s mindset,” said the Bears
coach.

The 120-pound class has
turned into a hotly contested
class with two-time state medal-
ist Ryan McElhaney going
against friend and training part-
ner Ethan Anderson.

“Ethan seems to think that is
where his best shot at winning a
state championship is. He is
going to see what he can do
against Ryan,” Smith said.

Freshman James Keith will
also be working toward taking a
shot at the spot.

Going at it at 126, 2014 state
qualifier Josh LaCoe will be drop-
ping down from 132 and be chal-
lenged by Cleveland transfer Alec
Binns who started a match for
the Raiders last year. Sophomore
Ian Marchese and freshman
Skylar Perry will also be lurking
in the shadows waiting for a
chance to break into the lineup. 

“Alec is a short, strong, athletic
kid with a motor, and knows how
to wrestle,” said Smith. “Josh
should have been in the top six
on the podium last year. He is
going to get overlooked, but he is
tough and down a weight class.”

When it comes to the 132
class, senior Hunter Parker will
be listed as the favorite to start
for the Bears. Parker will be chal-
lenged by a pair of freshmen,
Curtis Rzeplinski and Luke
Haney, but faces a larger chal-
lenge from sophomore Andy
Robinson.

“There could be some great
challenge matches in this group.
It is only going to help our depth,”

Smith stated.
Two-time state champion at

120 and 126, Knox Fuller looks
to be the man at 138 pounds for
the Bears. Fuller is moving up
two weight classes and has
grown, according to Smith.
Junior Jordan Moats will face the
difficult task of challenging Fuller
for the spot.

“Knox bumping up is going to
be good for us, as far as thinning
out the bottom part of the lineup
and getting us some more depth
there,” Smith explained. “He is
starting to get looked at from
some pretty nice schools” as a
collegiate grappling prospect.

By RICHARD ROBERTS
Banner Sports Editor

Bradley Central boys head bas-
ketball coach Chuck Clark was a
bit short-handed when he first
began putting the Bears through
their paces to begin preparation
for the 2015-16 season. 

It would have been OK with
Clark if he had been forced to
start the campaign still missing
some key players, since those
players were part of the football
playoffs.

But an opening round loss
ended Bradley Central’s football
season and the Bears were back
at full strength for Friday’s TSSAA
Hall of Fame season opener
against South Doyle at William
Blount High School.

“I really expected at (basketball)
media day that these guys would
go on. I know they were disap-
pointed. We were all a little disap-
pointed that it ended so quick,”
said Clark, who anticipated a long
run by the Bears and did not
schedule a basketball
Thanksgiving tournament
appearance. “I thought they
would make the second or third
round. I will do the same thing
next year, because I think they
have chance to make some head-
way.”

“I asked a player who came
back to visit how basketball is in
college, and he said it is a busi-
ness and the best time for basket-
ball is high school,” Clark related.
“Coach Smith (former Bears
coach Kent) had the same philos-
ophy and we have kept the same
philosophy where we want to help
make the high school experience
for these guys the most enjoyable
time of their lives. We want them
to have fun. I try to be that way
with them. When we get the foot-
ball guys back, we try to let them
decompress a little bit, then get
them out on the hard court.”

Clark said it shouldn’t take very
long to get everyone back in bas-
ketball condition even though
there may have been a little huff-
ing and puffing during the football
Bears’ first drills back with the
team.

“It will be two, three or four
weeks,” said Clark. It all depends
on what they want to do extra on
their own with their shot selec-
tion. We’re going to be able to play
a fast-paced game and we’re going
to be asking them to play four or

five minutes all-out, and then
somebody will be coming in for
them.”

The Bears made it to the sub-
state before falling to Blackman.
Graduation took its toll on the
roster with four seniors moving
on. Three of the four were Bears’
starters who were post all-region,
all-district (or both) players.

“When you’ve got all five of your
starters from last year who were
either all-district or all-region and
lose three of those, you lose a big
chunk of your leadership. We lost
quite a bit,” Clark stated.

But the good news for the cur-
rent squad is several of the
returning Bears saw action last
season and will be counted on to
take leading roles this time
around.

“I’m expecting people like
Trevon Ware and Tyrell Pitner to
come off the bench and pick up
where they left off. Ty Beavers will
be another one that will be coming
in along with John Brown. Those
guys will have to pick up the slack
with Bradley (McCurdy) and Cole
(Copeland) as the starters from
last year,” said Clark.

Clark had his starting five in
mind before Friday’s opening
games but that will more than
likely be tweaked as the season
moves forward. He plans to utilize
at least up to two-thirds of his
roster on any given night.

“I’ve got an idea in the back of
my mind, but the thing about
what we are going to try to do is
we are going to basically have
nine or 10 guys who will be play-
ing. The starting lineup is just get-
ting your name called out and you
will go out and start the game for
us. Everybody’s minutes will
change according to the game,”
acknowledged the Bears’ coach.
“With the number of players we
have, we are going to try to use
several of them. We are going to be
able to play fast but we’ve got
enough size where we can play
some half-court basketball. We
can decide whether or not we are
going to press, and what kind of
press we will use. I’ve got some
flexibility on what I want to try to
do, depending on what the game
dictates.”

Last season, the Bears were a
3-point shooting team. This time
around Clarks feels the shooting
style will be more 50-50.

“We’ve got some shooters that
can hit from the outside, but we

also have some post players.
Peyton Parker (6-foot-6) is one of
those. We are going to be asking a
lot from him. Spencer Good (6-4)
is a young man who came in last
year and started showing some
potential,” said Clark. “Between
those two, we have some big bod-
ies. We are going to be looking for
those guys to help us out some in
the post.”

The Bears coach is expecting
his big men to be dominant under
the nylon controlling the boards.

“I’m expecting 12 to 15
rebounds between those two play-
ers,” he said. “We
want to be stronger
on the boards and
it’s going to be up to
them.”

Clark, in his third
year as the Bears’
head coach, has
decided to change
offenses for the 2015-16 sea-
son. The change comes as no
surprise as Clark has modified his
philosophy each year since his
first year taking the reins due to
changing style to fit personnel.

“All of our guys are pretty
much interchangeable except for
the two posts. But they will come
out on the perimeter, also,
because they like to play facing
up some,” he said. “They are all
going to be interchangeable for
the most part. If we’ve got a mis-
match, we’ve got a different
offensive set we can go to, to take
advantage of that.”

Clark will send Copeland out as
a forward taking advantage of
teams that have trouble guarding
the dead-eye shooter.

“If they don’t have somebody
that can guard him we are going
to take advantage of that,” said
Clark. “If they are maybe not quite
as big, we’ve got Peyton and
Spencer. Bradley McCurdy was
all-district for us last year. He and
Tyrell Pitner will take care of that
part of it for us (at point guard).
Cole can even run the point some
for us if need be. He’s got the free-
dom to bring the ball up the court
for us anytime he gets a rebound.”

John Brown and Ty Beavers
will be handling duties as shoot-
ing guard and small forward.

“It’s kind of a nice luxu-
ry to have that you
don’t just have
one person to
depend on who
can bring the ball
up the court. We
are going to have
three, four or five

different guys who can
do that,” admitted Clark.

Clark will also be leaning heav-
ily on McCurdy to take a major
leadership role. So much, in fact
he was chosen as Bears captain
for the upcoming campaign.

“Normally we will have a couple
of guys who step up during the
season and take leadership roles.
Looking at what Cole has done in
football as quarterback, I expect
him to be one of the guys who
takes charge. He has to do that on
the football field,” Clark stated. “I
also expect the other seniors to
also step up. I expect Peyton
Parker to step up. I expect Tyrell
and Trevon to also step up. All the
seniors who have been through
the battles we have been through

I expect to step up and be lead-
ers.”

Clark will not be using the five
in-five out philosophy much but
will not hesitate to replace two or
three Bears at once when the sit-
uation calls for it.

“We want to make sure we keep
at least one point guard in the
game when we start our rotation.
We will keep Bradley in at times
then run Tyrell once the rotation
starts to run the point. Lameric
Tucker will be another who will
come in and run it some,” Clark
explained. “We are kind of deep at
a lot of the outside positions and
we are going to be two-deep in the
post.”

Clark said offensively the Bears
will be similar to past teams but
will also look different on offense.

“We will see how that works. I
just decided to do this just before
we started practicing. They are
picking it up pretty quick. I will let
the other coaches decide what it
looks like,” he said with a smile.
“We’re going to try to play fast
when we can and when necessary
we’ll slow it down and play
smash-mouth basketball.”

One thing for sure is the Bears
plan to play a hard, fast-paced
style of offense.

“Some of the other coaches
came to watch our practices and
they were amazed how quick we
were getting the ball up and down
the court with our speed. We’re
not as fast as a Cleveland, but we
are pretty fast,” said Clark. “When
the opportunity shows itself we
are going to go fast. If not, we have
some offensive sets we’ll run
where we can takes some seconds

off the clock.”
Another thing Clark is excited

about is the fact his current group
of Bears are not strangers to one
another. The chemistry is already
in place, it will simply be a matter
of time before the group is playing
as one unit no matter which play-
ers are on the court.

“Over the summer we looked
pretty good chemistry-wise with
what we were doing. They know
what is expected of them when
they are in the game. They are
all fighting for minutes. Coaches
don’t dictate playing time, play-
ers do. We will go with that
same format and let them
decide who is going to get the
minutes,” said Clark.
“Competition is great. We’ve got
a lot of kids who are going to be
competing for minutes.”

If Clark had to name a single
expectation for what he wants
from the Bears this go-round, it
would be the same as he has had
since taking over the team —
playing for championships.

“My expectation is as it is
always. I expect to be playing for
district and region champi-
onships. The other one is to host
a substate game. I haven’t been
able to do that. Over the course of
the 20 years I have been here, we
have been pretty successful at
those same goals. Our goals never
change. Coach Smith established
that a long time ago. Win the dis-
trict, win the region, host the sub-
state,” said Clark.

With all the weapons available
for Clark and the Bears the
coach is looking for nothing less
than the best from his team each
and every time it takes the court,
particularly during district
action.

“I think it’s going to be a fun
year, I really do. We want to bring
the people in and give them their
money’s worth when we get out on
the court. This is going to be one
of the strongest districts I’ve seen
in a number of years,” he said. 

“Walker Valley has their whole
team coming back. Cleveland, I’ve
seen them over the summer and
they are going to go back to the
old Cleveland way of pressing and
playing an up-tempo game. 

East Hamilton has a number of
good young players coming back
and Ooltewah is always tough.
Soddy-Daisy has some momen-
tum going. It’s going to be a great
year in the district.”
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Bears plan to continue tradition of winning

Resurgent Bears looking to make a statement on mat
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By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Sports Writer

The Walker Valley Lady
Mustangs enter into the 2015-16
season with a new coach at the
reins, as Paul Cretton takes over
as the team’s fifth coach in seven
years.

“I’m excited to get to know these
kids. I’ve discovered in a very
short time that we have some
great young people and they’re
fun to be around,” the veteran
coach declared.

Cretton’s last high school
coaching position ran from 1993-
99 with the Bradley Central
Bearettes, where he had an over-
all record of 177-24 and the best
winning percentage in pro-
gram’s history at 88.05
percent.

The head coach is
taking over a Lady
Mustangs program
that was left in excellent
shape by former coach
Junior Tucker.

For the 2014-15 season, Walker
Valley finished with an overall
record of 21-9. Their season
ended in the first round of the
region tournament at Cookeville.

“Coach Tucker did a great job
with them, there’s no question
he’s an outstanding coach,”
Cretton proclaimed. “They know
how to win and have been around
winning before; we just have to
continue building off of that.”

Cretton was only able to begin
his coaching duties after recently
finishing up his stint as Lee
University’s NCAA compliance
director.

“I know it’s been a hard transi-
tion for them and it wasn’t the
best thing for our team that I
couldn’t be with them this sum-
mer. We’re still getting to know
each other and I’ve been living
under the premise that if it’s not

broke, don’t fix it,” the coach stat-
ed. 

Leading up to the season,
Cretton has been working on
familiarizing himself with the
Lady Mustangs.

“I want them to play hard and
play together as a team. We’re get-
ting to know each other and are
still trying to get our press team
and starting five figured out,”
Cretton explained. “I’m putting
stuff in slowly that I’d like to see
us do. I’m getting to learn the kids
— who we can press with, who we
can’t press with and who can play
man. In my mind, I know how I’d
like to play, I’m just trying to learn
if we can play that way.”

Walker Valley has three seniors
returning this season.

“Our three seniors, Kat
Alomar, Caitlin Lay and
Emilee Spann, are
quality people who give

us a great deal of leader-
ship,” the coach said.

“Emilee is very athletic for her
size and runs the floor well. I
think most high school post play-
ers are going to have a hard time
keeping up with her.”

Rounding out the Lady
Mustangs’ upperclassmen are
juniors Rylee Lawson, Gabria
Hubbard, Kayley Walker and
CyCy White.

“Gabria Hubbard is an out-
standing athlete who shoots the
ball well from the perimeter.
Kayley Walker is a great 3-point
shooter and CyCy White is very
athletic and has been working on
her shot,” Cretton detailed.

There are also some sopho-
mores who will most likely see
varsity minutes this season.

“Macey Clark will be back up
Kat at point guard sometimes,
and Caitlyn’s sister, Lauren, is a
good shooter as well,” Cretton
added.

Sophomore Haley Jones is also

expected to play a big role for the
team.

“As far as our height, we’ve got
Emilee and then sophomore Haley
Jones who has been working hard
in the weight room. I think she’s
got the potential to be an out-
standing player.”

Since the new coach is still
learning the styles brought forth
by the Lady Mustangs, the start-
ing five are still in question.

“Right now, we’re still back and
forth on the starting five. I’ll prob-
ably be going with our three sen-
iors, CyCy and if went big, Haley
Jones. That’s not set in stone
though,” Cretton commented.

The Walker Valley coach is most
concerned with seeing who
become the “go-to” player on the
court. 

“To be honest, that person has-
n’t risen to the occasion yet. It’s
going to be a group effort at this
point. We need that person that,
when you need a bucket, you can
call on,” Cretton began. “Kat defi-
nitely has that experience and the
capability to do that and I’m hop-
ing that she’ll take charge. When
we need a basket, the ball is defi-
nitely going to be in her hand.
Caitlin Lay is an outstanding
perimeter shooter, so I can see her
being that person as well.”

Walker Valley was voted No. 2
in the preseason polls, with
Bradley Central taking the No. 1
spot and Cleveland coming in at
No. 3.

The Lady Mustangs will face
the Lady Raiders on Dec. 4 (home)
and Jan. 19 (away) and take on
the Bearettes on Dec. 15 (home)
and Jan. 29 (away).

Last season, Walker Valley was
2-0 against Cleveland in the regu-
lar season and also defeated CHS
in the District 5-AAA semifinals. 

The northern Bradley County
squad struggled against Bradley
Central. The Bearettes defeated

Walker Valley in both regular sea-
son games and then beat it 58-50
in the district championship
game.

The Lady Mustangs travel to
Cumberland County on Monday.
(Walker Valley participated in two
Hall of Fame games after the
Winter Sports Preview had gone to
press).

One week later, they will travel
with their male counterparts to
Maryville to participate in the
Maryville Heritage Thanksgiving
Tournament from Nov. 27-28.

Other non-district matchups
this year include Baylor, Tyner
and McMinn Central. Over
Christmas break, the Lady
Mustangs will participate in the
North Murray Holiday
Tournament from Dec. 19-22.

Walker Valley travels to McMinn
County on Dec. 8 and then hosts
the Lady Cherokees on Jan. 22. A
trip to Ooltewah comes up on Dec.
11, with the Lady Owls venturing
north on Jan. 26.

Soddy-Daisy will be in town on

Jan. 8, with Walker Valley travel-
ing there on Feb. 2. On Jan. 15,
East Hamilton will be in
Charleston and the Lady
Mustangs will close things out in
Charleston on Feb. 12.

There will be one more new face
on the Walker Valley bench this

season. Laurel Allen joins the
Lady Mustangs’ coaching staff
year as an assistant coach. Allen
was formerly a Walker Valley soft-
ball player who went on to play at
Lee University. She also helped
with the university’s basketball
teams.
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By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Sports Writer

The state of disbelief that the
Walker Valley boys basketball
team found itself in after an early
exit from the District 5-AAA tour-
nament has morphed into a moti-
vating factor as the Mustangs gear
up for the 2015-16 season.

While on a quest for their third
district championship last season,
the No. 3 Mustangs were upset by
No. 7 Soddy-Daisy, something
that head coach Bob Williams
hopes not to experience again.

“We don’t like how we finished
last year, losing in the first round
of the district tournament.
Hopefully that will leave a bad
taste in the guys’ mouth and moti-
vate them to work hard and play
together,” Williams explained. 

“I hope they realize that if we’re
not playing together as a team,
the way (last season ended) can
happen again. You can’t take any
possession for granted, and have
to play hard from start to finish.”

As it stands, Walker Valley
stands to be the most experienced
team in the district, with many
familiar faces returning to the
lineup.

“I think we have the most expe-
rience coming back, but I don’t
know if that will translate to more
wins or not. The key will be play-
ing together,” Williams said. “Our
biggest thing this year is to
remember our team goals and not
worry as much about individual
goals. We have to put the team
first and play together.”

The Mustangs once again have
three seniors this year, Josh
Jones, Kenny Bunton and Wes
Wagner.

Jones was the leading scorer for
Walker Valley last season, finish-
ing with a total of 456 points or an
average of 16.3 points per game.

“He can stretch the court out,
has good range and can get to the
basket now,” Williams said of the
scoring machine.

Bunton became the first
Mustang to ink with a DI basket-
ball program recently, when he
signed with Lipscomb University.
Having transferred to Walker
Valley from East Hamilton last
year, the Mustangs were looking
forward to having the 6-foot-6
athlete out on the floor. A hip
injury resulted in Bunton only
playing in 15 games, but in those
games he scored 167 points and
had 86 rebounds.

According to Williams, Bunton’s
injury has become a non-issue
and he is ready to go for the sea-
son. 

Wagner, Walker Valley’s other
senior player, may be the shortest
on the team at 5-foot-6, but can
still be a threat.

“He’s a really good outside
shooter,” Williams commented.

The Mustangs have a talented
group of juniors, Nathan Zakkas,
Cooper Melton, Zach Eslinger,
Dakota Murphy, Skylar Swafford,

Bryce Nunnelly and Brady
Swafford, returning this year.

Sophomore Kolten Gibson, who
is also Walker Valley’s gridiron
quarterback, is joined on the var-
sity roster by fellow classmates
Bryar Hambright and Isiah
Alston.

Size is not something the
Mustangs are lacking, with all of
their team minus two players
measuring in at 6-0 or taller. 

With so much talent on his ros-
ter, Williams has not yet solidified
his starting five.

“I’m not sure who our starters
are yet. The luxury we have is that
I can go different directions as far
as who starts,” the coach
explained. “We’ve got some guys
who can shoot the ball really well
and it could be different every
night which would be fine by me.”

Following the ups and downs of
last year, the Mustang coach has
a few areas he wants to see the
team improve on.

“One of the things we’ve talked
about has been good team
defense. We need to be real stingy
on defense and make it hard for
the other team to score. I think
last year that was one of our
weaknesses — we didn’t really
play good defense all of the time.
We’re stressing that this year and
trying to work to improve on it,”
Williams detailed. “Offensive
rebounding is something else
we’ve been talking about. We’ve
got to get to the glass, get some
putbacks and easy baskets.”

Walker Valley was voted No. 2 in
the preseason polls, with rivals
Cleveland taking the top spot and
Bradley Central coming in at No.
3. Some of the fiercest District 5-
AAA competition will be between
the three local schools.

Walker Valley hosts Cleveland
on Dec. 4 and Bradley on Dec. 15.
The Mustangs travel to the
Raiders on Jan. 19 and play at
Jim Smiddy Arena on Jan. 29.

“I think all three teams are
going to be really competitive this
year. Both times we play
Cleveland and Bradley should be
some great games like it’s been in
the past. Both coaches do a great

job with their teams and both
teams have some really good indi-
vidual talent,” Williams comment-
ed.

Last season, Walker Valley was
0-2 against both the Raiders and
the Bears.

The Mustangs jump into bas-
ketball action on Monday and
travel to Cumberland County.
(Walker Valley played in two Hall
of Fame games after the Banner’s
Winter Preview had gone to
press).

“In our non-district games
we’ve got Baylor, which is always a
great game. We’re going to
Cumberland County, which is a
region team, playing McMinn
Central, who is always one of the
better AA teams and playing
Tyner for the first time this year. I
don’t know a whole lot about them
yet, but Tyner usually has a pretty
good team,” Williams detailed.

There won’t be much time to
recover from the Thanksgiving
turkey coma, as the Mustangs are
playing in the Maryville Heritage

Thanksgiving Tournament Nov.
27-28.

“For Thanksgiving we’re playing
Maryville and Heritage, which are
two really strong teams up in the
Knoxville area. That will be a good
early test for us,” the coach said.

Walker Valley faces an always-
tough test in Baylor this year on
Dec. 1 (away) and Jan. 6 (home)
and will also take on Tyner on
Dec. 7 (away) and Feb. 1 (home).

According to the coach, the dis-
trict competition is really solid
this year, from top to bottom.

On Dec. 8 the Mustangs travel
to McMinn County. The Tribe vis-
its Walker Valley on Jan. 1.
Walker Valley travels to Ooltewah
on Dec. 11 and hosts the Owls on
Jan. 26.

Soddy-Daisy visits Charleston
on Jan. 8, with the Mustangs
making the trek across the river
on Feb. 2. East Hamilton will be
at Walker Valley on Jan. 15, and
then will host the northern
Bradley County squad on Feb.
12.
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By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Sports Writer

Last season, a talented
Cleveland Blue Raiders team
came within seven points of
claiming the District 5-AAA title. 

This time around, a still tal-
ent-loaded squad is looking to go
all the way. 

“Our No. 1 goal every year is to
qualify for the region tourna-
ment. If we can do that through
our regular season by finishing
in the top two in the district,
then we’ve accomplished that
goal very early,” Cleveland head
coach Jason McCowan declared.

From top to bottom, the
Raiders are bigger and stronger
going into the 2015-16 season.

Of their 14-man roster, 10
players measure in at 6 feet or
taller. Of that 10, four are 6-3 or
taller.

“I’ve had some talent-
ed teams in the past
that were shorter and
quick; we could get
around the floor really
fast and shoot the ball
really well, then we
would run into teams
that we physically just
couldn’t handle. We
have some guys (this
year) that can cover a lot
of ground with their length,
height and quickness,” McCowan
said.

Cleveland will be playing with
five seniors this season and only
two juniors. Returning to the
starting lineup is Cantrel Ware.

“It’s a really nice luxury to
bring Cantrel Ware back again.
This will be his fourth and final
year as a varsity athlete,”
McCowan detailed. “He started

pretty much the majority of our
games since his freshman year,
so he’s bringing back a wealth of
experience for us. He’s played in
two back-to-back district cham-
pionships, so if there’s somebody
on the court who has a ton of
experience, it’s going to be
Cantrel.”

Ware was an all-district and
all-region player his sophomore
and junior years.

“Offensively he does a lot of
great things, but defensively is
where he sets the table for us,”
the coach added. “He’s very fast,
very athletic and had one of the
best summers of any of the kids
— he took his bar and raised it
up even higher.”

Ware’s fellow classmates are
TJ Constant, James McRee,
Turnery Lay and Michael
Copeland.

“TJ Constant played a big role
for us last year. He was

a great rebounder
and did a lot of the
dirty work. Our
other seniors that
just had really off
seasons and sum-
mers for us were
James McRee and
Turner Lay,” the
coach described.

“(Michael) is a kid who
hasn’t played for us in a couple
years, but has grown up and
physically gotten bigger. He
shoots it well, rebounds it well
and plays really hard.”

JaShawn Hill and Kregg Ware
are the Raiders’ only juniors.

“Both of those guys were in
and out last year as we tried to
find that roster depth last year,”
McCowan said.

When it comes to the five

sophomores (Romeo Wykle,
Mullek Bradford, Taye Cobb, KK
Curry, Deonte Davis) on
Cleveland’s varsity roster,
McCowan feels one thing in par-
ticular will stand out.

“One of the things you’ll see
from us is that our sophomore
class has just physically gotten
bigger. They are taller, have put
on muscle weight and were
already a talented group to begin
with,” he pointed out. “We have
some talent, it’s just a matter of
who plays well together and can
we get them in the right situa-
tions. The ‘new’ have to grow up,
we have sophomores who are
really just entering into the varsi-
ty experience. We saw them get
better in the summer and now
we want to see them continue to
progress in a tough district.”

Rounding out Cleveland’s ros-
ter are freshmen Dionte Ware
and Norance Berry.

“Both of our freshmen are very
good sized (at 6-feet-2 and 6-0).
Dionte Ware is the son of Russell
Ware, who was one of the great-
est players to ever play at
Cleveland High School. He was
on the 1997 championship team.
His son comes from a great
bloodline, a great kid who works
hard and is long and athletic,”
McCowan proclaimed. “Norance
Berry is Nora Berry’s brother, so
that’s another talented bloodline
that’s coming through here. He’s
long, athletic and his style
reminds me a lot of Kendrick
Thompson.”

Dionte Ware and Curry both
possess great versatility, and
McCowan has a nickname for
them that reflects their abilities.

“They can play any position on
the floor, so I call them my Swiss

Army Knives,” the coach
explained. “We can use them in
any fashion. It doesn’t matter
that one is a freshman and one is
a sophomore, they are both very
talented and mature kids who
have very good basketball IQ’s.”

With such a wide array of tal-
ent available to him, the
Cleveland coach is sure there will
be a constantly changing starting
lineup.

For now, it looks like Cantrel
Ware, Bradford and Curry will
definitely start, with McRee and
Constant rotating in and out,
and the fifth spot changing
throughout the game.

“It will be a pretty fluid rota-
tion, which is a good problem to
have as a coach,” McCowan
began. “We have some very tal-
ented kids and what we have to
do as a coaching staff is figure
out what group of kids to put on
the floor, and who plays well
together and what style is going
to work best. We’re hoping to
play 10 to 11 each night.”

Rebounding and the Raiders’
defensive efforts have been keyed
upon during practices.

“We can’t just rely on our
length — we’ve got to be able to
hammer somebody, be able to
box them out, then use our
length to go get it. Sometimes
kids who are long and athletic
feel that they can just go get it,
but our district will not allow
that. They are going to hit you
and make you work for it,”
McCowan explained. “The
biggest key is how well can we
play defensively and can we end
that possession with a defensive
rebound? Last year’s team had
the ability to grind games out.
They were able to get the pace in
their favor and we’ve got to be
able to do that this year, as well.”

Former McMinn County head
coach Keith Elliott is the only
new addition to the Blue Raiders’
coaching staff.

Cleveland’s talented roster

landed it the top spot in the pre-
season poll, with Walker Valley
and Bradley Central following in
the No. 2 and No. 3 spots respec-
tively.

The Raiders play at Walker
Valley on Dec. 4 and then host
their cross-county rival on Jan.
19. Bradley will be at Cleveland
Middle School on Dec. 8 and
then Cleveland plays at Jim
Smiddy Arena on Jan. 22.

“We’ve got two of the top teams
right here beside us,” McCowan
stated. “Ooltewah and East
Hamilton are always athletic,
and we saw what Soddy-Daisy
did last year with that late run.”

McMinn County hosts
Cleveland on Dec. 11 and will

play in town on Jan. 26. The
Raiders travel to Soddy-Daisy
on Dec. 15 and host the Trojans
on Jan. 29, which is their Hoops
4 Hope Autism Awareness
Night.

On Jan. 8 the Raiders will play
Ooltewah and then host the Owls
on Feb. 2. Cleveland hosts East
Hamilton on Jan. 12 and travels
to Collegedale on Feb. 5

The Raiders non-district
games include Rhea County,
Franklin County, Science Hill,
Dobyns-Bennett, Knox West,
Powell, Cumberland Gap, Model
(Ga.), and Notre Dame.

On Monday, Cleveland travels
to take on Rhea County at 7:30
p.m.

By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Sports Writer

For the past few years, the
Cleveland Lady Raiders have
remained mostly unchanged.
After seeing a total of seven
starters graduate after last sea-
son, the 2015-16 Lady Raiders
will be a team chock full of fresh,
young faces. 

“We have a lot of new players
and young players in the pro-
gram, so practice is building that
foundation again, which is some-
thing that we haven’t done in
probably four years,” Cleveland
head coach Mindy Kiser
explained. “We are still discover-
ing what this team is good at and
what is going to make us really
good, especially down the
stretch.”

Of the 15-girl varsity roster,
one player will be highly recog-
nizable, and that is senior
Shawnia Anderson,
who recently signed
with the University of
North Georgia, an
NCAA Division
II school.

“Shawnia is
by far our best
player, and we
expect her to do a
lot of good things,”
Kiser declared.

After missing her sophomore
season due to an ACL injury,
Anderson made her triumphant
return last year when she aver-
aged 12.5 points and 8.0
rebounds per game.

“Shawnia is definitely our
main offensive weapon. We’re
going to pull her away from the
basket a little more this year. She
has the ability to shoot a little bit
long range and we may give her
that freedom,” Kiser added.

A true leader on the team,
Anderson has been instrumental
in practices.

“I don’t remember a time

where she’s had a really bad
practice in her career,” the Lady
Raider coach reflected. “She may
have had a rough day, but she
never turned to the inside and
focused on herself, she’s always
pulling her teammates through
the drills.”

Jordan Thompson is the only
other senior on this year’s team.

Cleveland has six juniors this
season, Emily Colbaugh, Matilda
Lee, Sofia Stamatiadis, Kaitlyn
Borton, Shanti Mastin and
Amber Morman.

Many of the juniors saw limit-
ed varsity playing time in the
2014-15 season, but they will be
counted on to help lead the team
this year.

The Lady Raiders have a total
of seven sophomores on their
varsity roster, Emma Flowers,
Lauren Stutzman, Braylee
Franklin, Lauren Langford,

Sydni Callahan, Alexis Kyle
and Hannah Longley.

As of now, Kiser is
planning on utilizing
Anderson, Colbaugh,
S t u t z m a n ,

Stamatiadis and
Mastin in her
starting lineup,

with Morman start-
ing in Tuesday
games.

Colbaugh, a transfer
who saw no varsity minutes last
year due to eligibility, is slated to
be the starting point guard.

“She’s missed a year of varsity
basketball and is doing a good
job of getting back on the floor
and getting comfortable with our
program,” the coach commented.
“She’s a very smooth point guard
as far as her speed and quick-
ness — you don’t realize how
quick she is.”

Starting at the two-guard spot
will be Stutzman, who is coming
off of a successful soccer season
as the starting goalkeeper. 

“You didn’t see her at all last

year until the very end of the
year. She’s a sophomore and the
way she progressed last year was
very good,” Kiser said. “She can
shoot it a little bit but we have to
work on her defense some. That
always seems to happen when
you can shoot — you don’t play a
lot of defense.”

In the No. 3 spot will be
Stamatiadis, whom Kiser
referred to as a ‘feisty’ defender.

“You’ve seen her in and out of
varsity play (for the past two sea-
sons). Getting Sofia under con-
trol and understanding how to
play within a system will be very
important for success,” Kiser
detailed. “She’s an extremely
streaky shooter, but when she’s
shooting well, she is shooting
well.”

Mastin will see time at the four
spot.

“You didn’t see her a lot last
year, just some spot minutes. We
feel that she gives us a good
defensive presence,” the coach
described. “She has a knack for
the ball, we just have to get her
to go grab it offensively and not
be a spectator. We’re looking for
her to step up and have a good
year for us.”

There are also a number of
freshman waiting in the wings for
their chance on the court and
according to the coach, one or
two could see varsity minutes.

“We have a little freshman,
Madison Dasher, who is kind of
the wildcard for us this year. She
has some really good basketball
skill and is learning what to do
with it,” Kiser stated. “Offensively
she’s a jump shooter, she can get
to the rim and is a heady player
— it’s just getting it all together
now. I’m looking for her to have a
really good career.”

Kiser wants Dasher to concen-
trate on point guard so that she
can be a back up for Colbaugh.

The Lady Raiders have some
height available in a 6-foot-2

Morman and 6-foot Flowers, who
is also a volleyball player and vol-
leyball coach Patricia Flower’s
daughter.

“Amber will be out there on
those Tuesday nights. She’s
improved greatly and worked
hard in the offseason to get her
body in shape and be able to
withstand a long season. She’s
been really coordinated as a big
girl, but is really getting herself
under control and able to handle
what we need. Getting her to
become a complete player is
extremely important to us,” Kiser
explained. 

“Emma is a sophomore who
has really matured physically
over the summer. She has a real-
ly good knack for rebounding
and getting to the rim, we’ve just
got to get her to finish and be
strong,” the coach continued.
“Physically, she isn’t as strong as
some other girls, but she’s get-
ting there. I’m really looking for
her to do some things for us. She
can play the five, she can play
the four, so wanting Emma to
step in and fill some minutes will
be important.”

This Lady Raiders squad will
not only have fresh faces on the
floor, but also a newer approach.

“We’re different and our
strengths are totally different, so

we’re going to have to change as
coaches and makes sure that
we’re putting our kids in places
that they can be successful,”
Kiser commented. “We’re a little
bit more offensively talented
than we have been. We’re not
nearly as good of a defensive
team as some of the teams from
the past. They just haven’t
learned those guts and grit yet
that you’ve seen us have for the
last couple years.”

In the preseason polls,
Cleveland was ranked third in
District 5-AAA. According to
Kiser, that is realistic.

“We were voted the third-best
team in the district and that’s
where I think we belong for right
now. We have the ability to sneak
up on some people by the end of
the year or at least give them fits.
I’m anxious to see (how things
go),” the Lady Raider coach stat-
ed. “We’re going to have a lot of
highs and lows, it just comes
down to keeping those highs not
too high and the lows not too low
— we have to try to find consis-
tency. Somewhere we’re going to
trip up and take a few on the
chin, but I also think we’re going
to surprise some people.”

Kiser expects the toughest
competition to come from within
Bradley County.

“Bradley is by far the best
team in the area and region.
Walker Valley is a good team that
has older kids coming back who
know how to play,” she
explained. 

The Lady Raiders jump right
into tournament action on
Monday when they make a quick
trip to Northwest Whitfield for
the Border Wars Tournament.
This tournament continues until
Wednesday.

Cleveland then faces Walker
Valley and Bradley Central back-
to-back, traveling to the Lady
Mustangs on Dec. 4 and then
hosting the Bearettes on Dec. 8.

The Lady Raiders go to
McMinn County on Dec. 11 and
host the Tribe on Jan. 26. A trip
to Soddy-Daisy is slated for Dec.
15 and the Lady Trojans come to
Cleveland Middle School on Jan.
29, which is the Hoops 4 Hope
Autism Awareness Night.

Cleveland plays at Ooltewah
on Jan. 8 and hosts the Lady
Owls on Feb. 2, then takes on
East Hamilton on Jan. 12 and
travels to Collegedale on Feb. 5.

Non-district games include
Franklin County, Science Hill,
Dobyns-Bennett, Shelbyville,
Lincoln County, Model (Ga.),
Rhea County, Notre Dame and
Knox West.
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for CHS Lady Raiders
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By SARALYN NORKUS
Banner Sports Writer

Walker Valley head coach Al
Morris is feeling optimistic as the
Mustangs prepare to enter their
11th wrestling season. 

“I think we’re becoming more
established,” Morris stated. 

Last year the Mustangs fin-
ished 17th in the state tradition-
als tournament with 60 points.
Walker Valley was 17-12 in duals
competition and fell to Bradley
Central in the region duals semi-
finals.

Coming into the 2015-16 sea-
son, Morris feels that his
wrestlers should be a threat
come tournament time. 

“We might be a little bit more of
a tournament team than we are a
dual meet team this year, with
the youth that we have,” Morris
commented. “Our motto has
always been ‘It’s not where you
start, its where you finish.’ Our
season will start off in November,
but the main accomplishments
we hope to achieve will be in
February. 

“We’re going to have our peaks
and valleys and we can’t get too
up or down on that. We’ve just
got to be consistent, and hopeful-
ly peak at the right time in
February.”

The Mustang coach is count-
ing on his upperclassmen to lead

the way this season.
“We’ve got a mixed group and

some good senior leadership.”
Walker Valley has five seniors

on its roster this year, including
Joseph Munoz who competed in
the state traditionals last year.

Other seniors include Zane
Smith, Nick Barnett, CJ Schwark
and Jaylon Martin.

“We are looking for some big
things from all of the seniors,”
Morris said.

The junior class of
Mustang wrestlers also
holds the potential to
do some great
things.

“We’ve got a cou-
ple juniors, Striker
Clark and Rob
Varner, who we think
could contribute to a suc-
cessful season for us,” the coach
stated.

A few freshman have also
caught Morris’ eye during prac-
tices.

“We’ve also got a couple fresh-
man, Ethan West, Zeth Haynie
and Mario Acevedo, who are real-
ly stepping up and showing some
good things,” he added.

As of now, no starters have
been 100 percent confirmed, but
Morris has some ideas of who
fans might see out there.

Sophomore Chandler Davis is
pegged to start at 106 with class-

mate James Jur wrestling at
113. 

In the 120 weight class, fresh-
men Ethan West and Cam Dwyer
are battling it out for the starting
spot. Zane Smith is expected to
start out the season at 126
pounds.

Munoz is slated to wrestle at
either 132 or 138 pounds this
season with Clark expected to
grapple at 145 pounds.

Junior Mikel Gregory will start
the season out at 160

pounds, Ben Gates, also
a junior, is pegged for

170 and Martin will
wrestle at 182.
Schwark will com-

pete at 285.
According to Morris,

the 152, 195 and 220-
pound weight classes are still

wide open.
“We’ll look at each individual

and try to work on their
strengths and improve their
weaknesses, as most teams do.
We hope to have the best-condi-
tioned team out there because
even a great wrestler finds it hard
to win if they are tired,” the
coach commented. 

“We don’t want to let opportu-
nities slip by. We want to make
sure to take advantage of every
opportunity that comes our way
and use it toward our goals.” 

As in past seasons, Morris
expects the local competition to
be fierce.

“It’s easy to say Bradley and
Cleveland, but we’re in an area
where as a whole, wrestling is
important to everybody and peo-
ple are working year-round to get
better. On paper, no doubt,
Bradley has the most returning
state placers,” he detailed.
“Soddy-Daisy and other teams in
our region are tough as well.”

Walker Valley’s season begins
on Wednesday with some four-
way competition at Cleveland
High School that will bring
Georgia squads Northwest
Whitfield and Dalton up to
Bradley County.

“We finished up a very good

conditioning preseason and are
looking forward to getting on the
mats and competing,” Morris
said.

District competition for the
Mustangs begins on Dec. 8,
when East Hamilton comes to
Charleston. Walker Valley hosts
Ooltewah on Jan. 5, Soddy-Daisy
on Jan. 7, Bradley Central on
Jan. 14 and Cleveland on Jan.
21.

The Walker Valley Duals will be
held on Jan. 9.

The TSSAA Region Duals are
on Jan. 28 in Soddy-Daisy, with
the state duals taking place on
Feb. 5 in Franklin.

On Feb. 13, the region tradi-
tionals tournament will be held
at Cleveland, with the state com-
petition running Feb. 18-20 in
Franklin.
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Cleveland looking to pull off wrestling ‘4-peat’
TYLER WICKMAN

Banner Sports Writer

Tradition is taken very seri-
ously in the Cleveland High
School wrestling program. 

Not many schools tha are able
to be contenders for the state
championship, year after year. 

Nov. 25 will mark the start of
the wrestling season for the
Raiders, who will be facing both
Northwest Whitfield and Dalton
from North Georgia. It will be a
season for the books if
Cleveland can pull off not only
its fourth straight state duals
title, but to also capture its
fourth consecutive traditional
team state title as well. 

Cleveland’s team consists of
35 wrestlers with only one
returning senior after they grad-
uated a star-studded class that
included Chris
DeBien, who won
four straight individ-
ual state titles in his
tenure. DeBien is
the only person to
ever win more than
three state titles in
Cleveland wrestling
history. Jake Yost,
who has been noth-
ing short of successful dur-
ing his years at Cleveland, will
lead the Raiders again this year. 

It’s clear to see that the
coaching staff is capable of
leading this team to another
state title, but the biggest ques-
tion will be if the new faces and
new leaders on the team will be
able to step up.

“We graduated the best senior
class to ever come through here;
there are some big shoes to fill.
Obviously, Chris DeBien was a

four-time state champ, but just
last year there were four of our
seniors that were in the state
finals too. It is kind of early to
tell, but I know we have a long
way to go, and big shoes to fill.
With that being said, we have a
good group of guys in the room
that are working hard and
believing in the process. I think
we have a lot of upside and
room for improvement,” Coach
Yost explained. 

There are many things that
are being said at practice to
keep the focus on maintaining a
winning tradition, but it basi-
cally stems from effort. 

“Really the things that we
preach are to believe in the
process and to give the maxi-
mum effort. Getting better is a
process, so you have to believe

in what you are doing by put-
ting in the effort, and
everything will take
care of itself,” said
Yost.

With winning
comes the pressure
to repeat and get
better every year.
Cleveland has such
deep traditions and

vast accomplishments
that it adds more pressure from
the outside than usual. Yost
and his team do not focus on
the pressure, due to how they
put it aside by focusing only on
doing their best each time they
hit the mats. 

“Our kids react really well to
pressure, which they have
shown over the years. Pressure
is a privilege. We are concen-
trating on the process of getting
better and putting in our maxi-
mum effort. When you are wor-

ried about those things instead
of winning or losing, it pushes
pressure to the side.”

When looking at the schedule,
there isn’t one particular team
that stands out to coach Yost
and the Raiders squad.

“We wrestle a really difficult
schedule that is mixed with
other state championship teams
and private schools. Like I said,
for us it’s not really about con-
centrating on one opponent, it’s
about concentrating on our-
selves. As long as we do that
and get better, then hopefully
we will do as well as we can,” he
expressed.

Cleveland has an extremely
great system when it comes to
guiding and training younger
wrestlers to the next level. The
main program that is in place is
called Higher Calling Wrestling
Club, which is a youth wrestling
program that is a pivotal part in
how successful the high school
program has been the past few
years. 

Last year, CHS had seven
individual state title winners,
and also became the overall
state team champion for the
second consecutive season. 

The program focuses not only
on making the kids better
wrestlers, but it also helps
establish strong-natured char-
acteristics for the future.

“Our mission for the Higher
Calling Wrestling Club is to
develop a love for the sport of
wrestling and to build a strong
work ethic that will carry our
athletes through life,” the
Higher Calling mission state-
ment reads.

Coach Yost believes his pro-
gram is one of the most impor-

tant tools that Cleveland has in
producing more state titles.

“It’s huge, that is our blood-
line, and this is where it starts.
People don’t realize that state
championships started a long
time ago. This year’s state
championship didn’t start this
year, it started a long time ago.
I believe that we have the best
system and the best feeder
system in place in the entire
state, if not one of the best in
the Southeast. I feel like we
have a setup K-12 that pro-
vides us with opportunities for
kids to do great things,” he
explained.

Leadership is something that
will be placed on the lone sen-
ior, Triston Blansit, especially
after losing one of the best lead-
ers/wrestlers that Cleveland
has ever had. 

“As far as competitively
speaking, you don’t replace a
guy like Chris DeBien. He was a
great leader, so yeah we are
looking to fill in those leader-
ship roles that he was taking.
We will be looking to Triston
Blansit as the only returning
senior we have, but we will also
be asking some juniors to step
up and fill in,” Yost concluded. 

The Raiders will not be in

action in any tournaments until
Dec. 4 (the Woodstock
Tournament). 

As for Northwest Whitfield
later this month, Cleveland will
look to get out to an early start
against the Bruins this year, as
they only won 38-33 in 2014,
mainly due to Jack Hicks’ come-
from-behind win that put the
Raiders on top. 

Their first major matchup will
come against Father Ryan Dec.
11, and the in-town rivalries will
not start until after State Duals.
Bradley Central is scheduled for
Jan. 7, and the Walker Valley
dual will be on Jan. 21.

Photo by MICHAEL WESSON
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Mustangs very optimistic in 11th season
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THE 2015-16 WALKER VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL MUSTANGS WRESTLING TEAM

without putting points on the
board.”

TEAMS TO BEAT IN GSC

“Huntsville is the preseason
pick to win the conference and
with their strong finish last year,
they’re definitely going to be one
of the teams to beat. But really,
as talented as this conference is,
I’m sure it’ll be another year
where anyone can beat anyone on
any given night, so we’ll have to
bring it every game and make

sure we’re ready to compete every
time we step on the floor.”

GOALS FOR THIS SEASON

“Constant improvement is
always a goal for us. We want to
be known as a team that com-
petes at the top of our conference.
I think the goal for this year is
taking those steps to put our-
selves in that position. The
Flames next home game will be
Dec. 10 against Valdosta State
University at 8 p.m.

Flames
From Page 39
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must win, because Walker
believes every game should be
treated with the same intensity. 

“Copper Basin is a big game for
us, because it is against a TSSAA
school, and since we are not

TSSAA sanctioned, it helps shine
a little light on our program.
Every team that we lace up
against we feel that it’s impor-
tant, and we go hard,” comment-
ed Walker.

In the lineup at 145 will be
returning state medalist Caleb
Adkins, who is dropping down
from 152 where he placed fifth in
the state. He will be challenged
by junior Will Kaylor and sopho-
more Gage Matthews as well as
freshmen Aron Campbell and
Seth Gerena.

“He wrestled up last year
because we were a little deep at
the middle weights. He is down a
weight and has had a great off-
season,” said Smith. “For whatev-
er reason people think that
weight class is kind of open, and
Caleb is taking it personally.”

The Bears will have team cap-
tain and senior Donnie Beyer
wrestling at 152 pounds after he
basically switched with Adkins.
Beyer defeated the No. 1
wrestler in the state last season
and is expected to follow up this
time around. He will be chal-
lenged by first-year wrestlers
and juniors Dawson Mills and
Connor Laws. 

“Beyer is a kid who was aver-

age in middle school and has
worked his butt off and stepped
out as a junior and made a name
for himself,” said Smith. “He is a
blue collar kid who keeps his
mouth shut and works hard. He
is the quintessential Bradley
wrestler.”

The 160-pound class is one of
the only open spots in the Bears’
lineup. The frontrunners for the
slot are junior Austin Matthews
and sophomore Henley Headrick.
There will be a pair of freshmen,
Luke Pace and Brance Falls, also
tossing their names into the mix.

“Austin is bumping up just a
tad. He has always been under-
sized and underdeveloped for his
weight class, but he has finally
hit a growth spurt. There is no
better outright wrestler in the
room than Austin,” Smith said.
“Henley is a 16-year-old man. He
is strong, quick and athletic.
Either one there will be pretty
tough.”

Going for the starting lineup at
170 pounds will be junior Ed

Elkins and senior Brandon Cook.
Elkins qualified at 195 for last
year’s state tournament and was
region runner-up. Look for
Dalton Taylor to make a run at
the starting spot sometime dur-
ing the season.

“Ed is a tough kid. He has not
been wrestling super long, but he
is an old-school, Bradley mindset
wrestler. He isn’t flashy but if
there is a fistfight and I’ve got to
pick a kid to get somebody off of
me, I’m picking Ed,” Smith stat-
ed. “Brandon is a senior who has
paid his dues. He is a great kid
who has made leaps and bounds
on and off the mat.”

The 182 slot is one of only two
places where the Bears have no
clear-cut winner. Smith expects
whoever fills the slot to be tough
and ready to go. Smith feels like
Kevin Gentry will be the frontrun-
ner for the starting spot. He will
be challenged by sophomores
Alex Shoemaker and Stephen
Hurley, as well as freshman Trey
Johnson.

“Kevin has a motor,” Smith
said. “He and Ed went back and
forth last year. Ed just won the
challenge matches. Now I have
them separated and I am expect-
ing big things.”

Going for the Bears at 195 will
be returning team captain and
state runner-up Brett Brown in
one of only two uncontested slots
on the roster.

“Brett stepped aside from foot-
ball this year to focus on
wrestling. He feels like that is
where his college future will be,”
said Smith. “He did what we
asked him to, and that is stay
active and involved. He went to
tournament after tournament
and we did everything we could
do to feed him the matches he
needed to get better.”

Taking to the mat at 220 will
be an interesting class as far as
who will represent the Bears this
season. Junior Tripp Storrs, a
returning starter, will look to fill
the spot. He will be challenged by
freshman D.J. Gibson and senior

transfer Elijah Danley.
“If there are 14 links in the

chain, the weakest link would be
220 pounds, as it was last year,”
Smith admitted. “Trip has put in
a ton of time this offseason. If it
weren’t for him last year, we
would not have had a 220. He
took some lumps but instead of
shying away from it, he commit-
ted to an offseason program. He
has drastically improved. D.J. is
probably realistically the only
freshman who has a legitimate
chance at starting.”

The heavyweight spot will go to
D.J. Adams in the only other
uncontested spot on the Bears’
roster. Adams is a returning state
medalist who finished third in the
state tournament with a 6-1
record. 

“He kept us in the mix to pos-
sibly win a state championship,”
Smith said of his big man. “D.J.
has grown up a lot mentally in
the offseason. He had to grow up
between the ears and realize he is
170 pounds of man. He has noth-

ing to be scared of or hesitant
about. The medal he hung
around his neck last year helped
him a lot. The kid knows how to
wrestle.”

Smith feels the Bears’ lineup is
a pretty solid group from top to
bottom. If it works out as planned
he thinks there could be a famil-
iar name at the top of the state
championship podium in
February. 

“We should be solid. I’m excited
as much about our depth and the
youth in our depth as I am our
veteran kids. Those seven are
expected to do well. They should
do well. They have trained hard
to do well,” said Smith. 

“I’m also excited about the kids
whose names are not as recogniz-
able. Everybody is expecting our
seven to do good, but those other
seven are going to surprise some
people. If nothing else, it’s going
to be a fun year watching these
kids grow up as solid young men
with a solid future in front of
them.”

smooth them out, and come through
with another successful season.

Offensively Reuter wants the
Bearettes to accept their role and help
bring success to the team. He wants his
best shooters shooting the ball under
parameters he defines for each
Bearette.

“Every girl we put out there had better
be able to run the floor and make tran-
sition layups. Some girls will be restrict-
ed on what shot they can shoot, we want

to get the best shot possible as quick as
we can,” said Reuter. “If that takes one
pass, so be it. I’m going to let this team
run as fast as they can. It’s my job to
guide them, critique them and let them
know what’s appropriate and what’s
not.”

Reuters’ Bearettes will play a fast-
paced game and expect their opponents
to try and slow it down. Substitutions
will be made depending on depth and
situations with girls who are inter-

changeable from position to position.
Foul trouble, fatigue and lack of hustle
will also help make the decision, he
adds.

The Bearettes will not stray much
from their man-to-man defense mixed
with full-court presses, and what will
cause the most disruption for everyone
else.

Last season, the Bearettes’ run to the
state title was derailed at the substate
level. This time, the Bearettes want to

run past the substate all the way to
Murfreesboro and come back to town
with the golden basketball awarded to
state champions.

“I’m expecting a district and region
championship,” Reuter said without
hesitation.

“I won’t be the only coach expecting
that, so it will be about preparation.
We are certainly not peaking right
now, nobody will be. But I think if this
team stays healthy and can stay

together they’ve got a great, great
chance to go to the Glass House in
Murfreesboro. 

“Anything can happen. Although win-
ning is very important, it’s not the most
important thing. Our goal is to get to
Murfreesboro. If we had gotten there last
year, we might have had to sneak in the
back door. This year, if we play our cards
right they can drop us off at the front
door, because we’ve got enough talent to
do that.”

Bearettes
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region teams and we’re gonna have to work to
get into that mix of teams.
Q: Teams added to your schedule outside

the conference?
MR: Young Harris, Bellermine, Nova

Southeastern, and Barry(FL). We want to
gauge where we are as a team before the GSC
begins and this schedule allows us to do that.
Q: Goals for this year’s squad?
MR: Just like any other season; play one

game at a time and try to win them all. It’s
not going to happen but that’s always the
goal. Let’s be the very best team we can every
day and see where that takes us. It should be
an awfully fun season this year!

The Lady Flames’ next home game is Nov.
30 against Bryan College.

Lady Flames
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