
Gabby - 16 year old Green Macaw
Owned by Dr. Chad McKeel at
Total Health Chiropractic, here in
Cleveland, TN.
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Hurricane evacuees 
enjoy local dog park
By TIM SINIARD
Staff Writer

Long the mainstay of children 
brought by parents to burn off  youthful 
energy on playground equipment while 
enjoying the outdoors, many city parks 
now have venues where family pooches 
can also run and play.

According to USA Today, “America’s 
100 largest cities saw a 34 percent 
increase in dog parks from 2005 to 
2010.” However, Cleveland also is in on 
the trend.

Opening in 2016, the Cleveland Dog 
Park, located in Tinsley Park, was the 
result of a two-year eff ort to provide 
space where dogs can run free, as well 
as socialize with other furry friends. 
And with the presence of numerous 
YouTube videos  showing dogs growing 
almost hysterical with excitement when 
their humans mention visiting going 
to the dog park, it is apparent the dog 
park trend has met their approval.

One city, Portland, Oregon, report-
edly has as many as 33 dog parks. With 
the increased rate of construction of 
dog parks, park designers and recre-
ation managers have had opportunities 
to fi ne-tune the parks by situating them 
near paths, such as greenways, where 
dog owners can also walk their four-
legged friends.

The Cleveland Dog Park, which is 
situated near where the city’s Greenway 
threads through Tinsley Park, fulfi lls 

that goal.
 The park features two fenced-in  play 

areas —  one for small dogs and one 
for large - as well as benches for the 
dogs’ peopl —  and dog-friendly water 
fountains. It is open each day from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m.

Two Hurricane Florence evacuees 
from Charleston, S.C., who were stay-
ing in a hotel in Cleveland, chose to 
visit the Cleveland Dog Park on Friday 
to allow their dogs - Allie, a Labrador 
mix, and Duke, a Maltese, some time 
and space to romp after their long ride 
from South Carolina.

Josette Bozarth and Mickey Mason, 
both of Charleston, said they chose 
Cleveland because of La Quinta Inn’s 
dog-friendly policy. They discovered 
the existence of the dog park through 
Trip Advisor.

“They are dog-friendly and had good 
prices,” Bozarth said of the hotel, where 
there was also a dog show being held 
nearby.

“There were dogs everywhere,” Ma-
son said.

Both said they were impressed with 
Cleveland’s dog park and remarked 
that, although there was a similar park 
in Charleston, it was not conveniently 
located near where they live.

Although a little worried about 
her home, Bozarth said she had been 
through hurricanes before, most re-

Banner photos, TIM SINIARD

HURRICANE FLOR-
ENCE EVACUEE Josette 
Bozarth, above, of Charles-
ton, S.C., assists her dog Al-
lie in getting a drink of water 
after her dog romped Friday 
at the Cleveland Dog Park. 
Bozarth, who was at the 
park with fellow Charles-
tonian Mickey Mason, left, 
said they chose to stay at a 
Cleveland hotel because of 
its dog-friendly policies.

See DOG PARK, Page 3
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DOG PARK
From page 2

cently Hurricane Matthew in 
2016. 

“The worse part was the pow-
er outage,” Bozarth said as Allie 
drank from the dog-friendly water 
fountain.

However, she was concerned 
about her residence because of its 
proximity to a river. 

 According to www.recmanage-
ment.com  ideal dog parks should:

 • Have at least 5,000 square 
feet of space

 • Be level, dry and irrigated
 • Have parking areas that are 

nearby
 • Be located away from play-

grounds and heavy traffi  c
 • Be evenly distributed 

throughout the city
 • Have no aff ect on fi sh, wildlife 

habitats or water quality
The city plans to construct 

another dog park, this one behind 
Blythe-Bower Elementary School, 
with the help of a $25,000 grant 
from the Boyd Foundation.

Protect birds by reining in cats
By KATHERINE ROTH
Associated Press

Although some cat owners still let 
their pets roam free, the felines are a 
leading cause of bird mortality, and 
bird and cat proponents agree that both 
species are safer if cats are reined in.

The good news is that cat owners 
are, increasingly, keeping their felines 
enclosed.

“The cat realm is catching up to the 
dog realm in this,” says Danielle Bays, 
community cats program manager 
for The Humane Society of the United 
States. The number of cats kept indoors 
has increased dramatically in recent 
years, she says.

Cats kill an estimated 2.4 billion 
birds in the United States and Canada 
every year, according to researchers 
from the Smithsonian and the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service. Worldwide, 
they’ve contributed to the extinction 
of dozens of species of birds, research-
ers say. Besides birds, cats also are a 
serious threat to many small mammals 
and other wildlife.

“The single best way to protect birds 
from cats is to keep cats indoors. This 
is safe for birds and other wildlife as 
well as safer for the cats. Indoor cats 
are less susceptible to disease, vehi-
cle collisions or attack from a larger 
predator,” says John Rowden, director 
of community conservation for the 
National Audubon Society.

Bays says the Humane Society 
doesn’t see it as a cat-vs.-bird debate, 
but as a win for both groups.

“We promote keeping cats indoors, 
on a leash or in an enclosure. We fi nd 

The Associated Press

THIS JUNE 2017 photo provided by Danielle Bays shows her cats playing 
in a “catio” in Washington, D.C. To protect bird populations, as well as the cats 
that prey on them, both bird and cat experts urge cat owners to keep their 
felines indoors, on leashes or in “catios.”  

See CATS, Page 4
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more and more people opting for 
walking cats on a leash, or putting in a 
catio,” says Bays.

Catios are screened-in outdoor 
enclosures, often featuring shelves or 
ramps, intended as safe outdoor areas 
for pet cats. Catios vary widely in size 
and style, and some even have room 
for people, too. There are catio kits and 
building designs available online.

Bays says catios are a good option 
for cats who dash out the door at every 
opportunity.

They don’t have to be fancy. “Even a 
window-box catio can be helpful,” she 
says. “There are also portable, pop-up 
catios, and catios for apartment balco-
nies.”

When Bays and her co-workers built 
a catio in her backyard, she says, the 
neighbors were fascinated and joined 
in to help.

“There are still some people who 

insist their cats should roam free. But 
it’s important to remember that people 
also used to let their dogs roam free. 
It’s no longer common for pet dogs, and 
cat owners are also coming around to 
that,” Bays explains.

“We don’t allow dogs to be feral, and 
that goes for cats as well,” adds Grant 
Sizemore, director of invasive species 
programs at the American Bird Con-
servancy, a nonprofi t organization 
devoted to conserving native birds and 
their habitats.

The organization’s national Happy 
Cats Happy Birds initiative is one of a 
number of national resources designed 
to benefi t both populations. The initia-
tive focuses on outreach, education and 
advocacy to keep cats contained.

The Humane Society’s Community 
Cats Program also works to reduce 
the number of cats roaming wild. The 
program is designed to “humanely trap, 
neuter and return” stray cats to the 
area where they were picked up. The 
cats are given an ear clip — a visual 
identifi er that they’ve been spayed or The Associated Press

IN THIS PHOTO provided by Kathrine Varnes, Wheel tackles a feather 
toy in her home in Larchmont, N.Y. To protect bird populations, as well as the 
cats that prey on them, both bird and cat experts urge cat owners to keep their 
felines indoors, on leashes or in “catios.”  

The Associated Press

IN THIS PHO-
TO provided by 

Kathrine Barnes, Bob 
plays with a feather 

toy in his home in 
Larchmont, N.Y. To 
protect bird popula-
tions, as well as the 

cats that prey on 
them, both bird and 
cat experts urge cat 

owners to keep their 
felines indoors, on 
leashes or in “cat-

ios.” 

neutered and vaccinated.
“The idea is that over time, the 

population will be reduced humanely, 
protecting wildlife as well as cats,” 
Bays says. “When we get people in a 
community involved in monitoring the 
situation, we can spot kittens and new 
cats as soon as they show up.”

She urges anyone who spots stray 
cats to contact a shelter or the Commu-
nity Cats Program.

In addition to keeping cats from 
roaming, Rowden says people can help 

native bird populations by planting 
native plant species and keeping out-
door lighting to a minimum, especially 
during seasonal migrations.

“Audubon’s Plants for Birds database 
is a tremendously helpful resource for 
anyone who wants to help birds. Simply 
by putting in their ZIP code, users can 
get a list of plants native to that region, 
along with the birds they’ll attract 
and shelter, as well as local Audubon 
resources to help with any questions or 
plant sourcing,” he explains.
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By COLBY DENTON
Staff Writer

Some people have cats as pets, while 
many around the world sing the praises 
of their canine friends; but, how about 
switching it up and getting the best of 
both worlds: a bunny!

Having a rabbit not only off ers a cute, 
cuddly companion just like a cat, but it 
also brings with it a plethora of positive 
traits that some would argue trump 
both cats and dogs. 

First off , bunnies are easily cared for. 
Items they need include water, ade-
quate food, a litterbox, bed and shelter 
with normal temperature. If you’ve got 
that, you’re golden. What kind of food 
do bunnies eat, you ask? That’s the 
beauty of the little hoppers; they can 
eat a wide variety of vegetables. The 
only food they absolutely require is a 
good amount of Timothy hay daily, as 
this serves as the foundation of their 
diet and helps with digestion. It can be 
purchased at any pet store, and you’ll 
know you did the right thing when that 
bunny plunges into a pile of hay head 
fi rst to eat. Aside from hay, romaine 
lettuce, cilantro, parsley and kale 
are all good sources of nutrients for 
bunnies young and old. Obviously, they 
love carrots, but carrots are considered 
a bit too sweet for frequent consump-
tion, so they should be used as a treat 

to reward good behavior, and not as a 
dietary staple. If unsure about a par-
ticular food, look it up online. Bunnies 
cannot vomit, so what they eat must be 
digested. It’s up to us as pet owners to 
ensure our fl uff y companions get the 
best out of their daily meals. 

Behavior in rabbits is often varied; 
however, there are noted similarities 
between all species. Some are more 
relaxed while others are more excitable 
and some may even be grumpy, but this 
is no diff erent from any other pet. Just 
like people, bunnies have their own 
personalities. A few similarities most 
bunny owners can attest to include foot 
thumping, throwing things and pop-
corning. 

When upset or excited, a bunny will 
thump its foot once or twice in such a 
way that it sounds like a popping noise. 
This is just your bunny telling you they 
are either happy or displeased. Use 
context clues to fi gure out which is 
which. 

One of the cutest aspects of the little 
creatures is their tendency to throw 
things they deem are “in their way.” 
These objects are normally toys they 
have tired of, or that are simply incon-
veniencing them. The bunnies will pick 
up the objects with their mouths and 
throw them out of their way; however, 
this is also how some bunnies play with 
toys. 

Popcorning is when a bunny jumps 
into the air and kicks out its legs or 
twitches mid-air; this is a sign of great 
excitement and happiness in your furry 
friend, as it’s equivalent to a child run-

ning around because they can’t contain 
their giddiness. They will often do this 
while hopping around excitedly. 

One of the biggest perks of owning 

HOP TO IT!HOP TO IT!
Bunny basics for beginners

Banner photo, COLBY DENTON

BUNNIES ARE INCREDIBLY 
unique, as not a single one is like anoth-
er. Some have ears that stick up, others 
lay down and some have so much fur 
they look like a lion with bunny ears. 
Known as lagomorphs, rabbits are not 
rodents, but instead belong to their 
own order consisting of hares, rab-
bits and pikas. They do, however, love 
chewing on tasty snacks purchased at 
pet stores. 

Banner photo, COLBY DENTON

EACH EASTER, inconsiderate 
parents buy their children bunnies to 
wow them for the holiday. The same 
can be said for ducks and chicks. This 
behavior, while often having a benev-
olent intent, will normally result in a 
lack of care for the creature as the 
“new” factor wears off. It’s best to 
stick to stuffed animal rabbits for your 
kids – unless you want to truly devote 
your time to a bunny as a full-time pet 
just like a dog or cat. 

See BUNNIES, Page 7



By MOLLY SPRAYREGEN
Associated Press

Puppies bring unending 
joy to a home, but they’re 
also a handful. Experts 
say dog owners are often 
surprised by just how much 
time and attention puppies 
require.

If you’re preparing for a 
puppy, there’s so much more 
to think about than buying 
a crate, toys and food. Here 
are seven things to know:

1. YOU NEED A PUPPY 
EDUCATION PLAN.

“The best thing people can 
do is organize the puppy’s 
education,” says Andrea 
Arden, founder of Andrea 
Arden Dog Training in New 
York City. Arden has trained 
dogs for 24 years, and says 
owners can become over-
whelmed if they don’t have 
a training plan by the time 
the puppy arrives. The best 
course of action, she says, 
is to hire a trainer you and 
your puppy can work with in 
person. Also, seek out rep-
utable books and websites 
to help you learn the best 
training practices.

“If you do it right,” says 
Arden, “You’re raising a dog that is 
going to be a really fun, stress-free part 
of your life for hopefully 15 years.”

Matt Gecht and Allie Gottlieb, 
who run the Instagram account @
otter_doodle for their 7-month-old 
goldendoodle, Otter, say that before 
his arrival, they had a friend help them 
prepare a comprehensive Excel docu-
ment containing everything from toys 
to budget to training.

Socialization is also an integral part 
of a puppy’s education. Once your 
puppy is settled in, regularly take it for 
walks in populated areas to meet other 
people and dogs. Dog training expert 
Sarah Wilson of St. Louis notes, howev-
er, that until your puppy is vaccinated, 

avoid taking it anywhere there might 
be unvaccinated dogs.

2. YOU WILL LOSE SLEEP.
“I can’t tell you how many phone 

calls and emails we get that people are 
shocked they’re losing sleep because 
the puppy is waking them up,” Arden 
says. “For me there is no surprise in 
that. It’s a little baby creature. It’s in 
a brand new environment where the 
puppy is expected to spend time alone, 
and they are not prepared for that.”

3.  YOU WILL NEED TO CON-
TAIN YOUR PUPPY.

“Get gates,” says Wilson. “Supervise 
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a bunny is the lack of mess. While 
cats and dogs are great, no one enjoys 
scooping kitty litter boxes, or con-
sistently having to take dogs outside. 
Bunnies use a litter box, but “do their 
business” in such a way that there is 
little to no smell whatsoever. This is 
because rabbit droppings are es-
sentially rock-hard balls of digested 
hay with no odor. If the litter box is 
dumped and changed at least once a 
week, there will be no smell.

Another perk of having a bunny is 
the lack of bathing required. Similar 
to a cat, a bunny will clean itself by 
licking its fur. It’s important to get 
your bunnies spayed or neutered, as 
the phrase “multiplying like rabbits,” 
didn’t come out of nowhere. 

Getting your hoppy friend fi xed 
early in its life may also prolong their 
life span. For female rabbits, it also 
shrinks their dewlap, which is the 
large fl ap of fur underneath their 

neck. A dewlap produces loose, down 
fur which the female rabbit will pluck 
out to line a nest for future babies; 
however, if she’s fi xed, she of course 
has no need to make future babies 
comfortable. 

Perhaps the biggest piece of advice 
for bunny owners is to think before 
you buy. 

While they may seem low mainte-
nance, bunnies are living, breathing 
creatures and deserve the same level 
of care as dogs, cats, ferrets, etc. 

They are faithful companions and 
are easily cared for, but are not a dec-
oration. Countless parents ignore this 
fact  and purchase bunnies to wow 
their kids at Easter each year; but 
the fun fades away when the creature 
continues to need care. 

If you want a decoration, get a 
stuff ed animal. 

With the proper care, love and 
basic research, a bunny can live to be 
10 years old or more, and will bring 
years of happiness to happy bunny 
owners everywhere. 

What to expect when 
you’re expecting a puppy

Nancy Karger via AP

THIS PHOTO provided by Nancy Karger 
shows Dolly, a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, 
watching the squirrels in her backyard in Glen-
coe, Ill. Puppies bring unending joy to a home, but 
they’re also a handful. Experts say dog owners are 
often surprised by just how much time and atten-
tion puppies require. 

See PUPPIES, Page 8
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an 18-month-old child with a pair of 
scissors in one hand and an indelible 
marker in the other.”

Puppies need constant supervision 
so they don’t swallow something un-
safe. It’s impossible to keep your eye 
on them if they’re not contained.

And not containing puppies sets 
them up to fail, says Arden.

“Most people bring puppies home 
and think the puppy needs to inves-
tigate the house in order to become 
comfortable,” she says. “A young pup-
py wandering a living room is likely to 
just stop and squat.”

4. YOUR LIFE WILL CHANGE 
MORE THAN YOU THINK.

Nancy Bear Karger, who along with 
her husband and kids is raising Dolly, 
a 1-year-old Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel, says that needing to be home 
for the puppy was a big adjustment. 
When planning trips or even going out 
for the day, a plan must be in place 
— and it’s more than just stopping in 
briefl y. “We can’t just come home, let 
her out and put her back in her crate,” 
Karger explains. “That’s not fair to 
her.”

Arden says to expect life to change 
“pretty dramatically” for at least the 
fi rst six months of your puppy’s life, 
when it will need the most time and 
attention.

5. EXPECT THE PUPPY TO BE 
CONFUSED.

It’s easy to become frustrated when 
your puppy does something wrong, 
but remember it’s still learning.

“This little being has only been on 

the planet for 100 days,” says Wilson. 
“If the puppy isn’t doing what you 
want, it’s because the puppy doesn’t 
understand. Your puppy is not domi-
nant. It’s just a confused baby.”

Puppies are overwhelmed when they 
arrive in a new home, Wilson says. “As 
far as your puppy’s concerned, they’ve 
been beamed up by friendly aliens. 
You took them away from the only 
home they know and dropped them 
into another home which is completely 
diff erent, so be ready to coach them 
on making the right choices.”

She suggests minimizing stress on 
the puppy through tactics like giving 
it the same food it’s been eating, and 
waiting a few days to introduce it to 
your friends.

6. IT’S (REALLY) EXPENSIVE.
Between vet visits, food, toys and 

everything else, Gottlieb and Gecht 
said that even with the budget they 
prepared, they were not expecting 
Otter to be so expensive. “We were 
fi nancially prepared going into it, and 
we were still surprised at how much 
we were spending,” Gottlieb says.

7. DON’T FORGET TO ENJOY 
THE GOOD PARTS.

Raising a puppy is hard, but there 
are so many wonderful parts of the 
journey — especially the uncondition-
al love. “Dolly instantly was a member 
of our family,” says Karger. “You can 
just hear and see the joy in each one 
of us.”

When feeling exasperated, Gottli-
eb says, “Remind yourself there’s a 
reason you got a dog and the reason 
is for that love. While training can be 
frustrating, once you get through it, 
it’s going to be amazing.”

Nancy Karger via AP

DOLLY, A CAVALIER King Charles Spaniel, receives hugs and moral 
support from Ella Karger before seeing the veterinarian in Glencoe, Ill. Puppies 
bring unending joy to a home, but they’re also a handful. Experts say dog owners 
are often surprised by just how much time and attention puppies require. 
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What to do if your beloved pet needs a new home
By LINDA LOMBARDI
Associated Press

You may be sure you’d never give 
up a beloved pet. But sometimes life 
happens, like it happened to Katrina 
Glover.

She and her cats were living the 
good life in the Bronx, New York, when 
someone found a cat outside in the 
harsh winter weather. “A friend said 
she wanted the cat, so I took it in,” says 
Glover. “She never came and got him.”

Busy with work and school, she wait-
ed a bit too long to neuter the young 
male, and he got her females pregnant. 
Eight well-loved, well-cared-for cats 
had become nine with four litters 
of kittens. Then she lost her job, her 
mother died of cancer, and she fell into 
depression.

“My cats at some point became the 
only reason I got up every day,” she 
says. “Every bit of money I got went to 
take care of the animals. I wasn’t tak-
ing care of myself mentally, emotional-
ly or anything.”

She was overwhelmed and at risk of 
losing her apartment when someone 
suggested that the ASPCA could help. 
They provided vet care and helped her 
through the process of surrendering 
some of the cats. But it wasn’t easy.

“When I called ASPCA for the fi rst 
time, I cried the whole phone call,” she 
says.

There are more cases like Glover’s 
than you probably think.

“The vast majority of people who are 
looking to relinquish or re-home their 
pets really don’t want to, but they feel 
like they have no other alternative,” 
says Matthew Bershadker, president 
and CEO of the ASPCA.

The stereotype of someone whose 
impulse-purchase puppy no longer 
matches their designer handbag is not 
the reality, says Sharon Harmon, pres-
ident and CEO of the Oregon Humane 
Society. “I hear those frivolous reasons 
less and less. They stand out, but they 
are uncommon,” she says. “For us, the 
No. 1 reason is cost of care, when we 
ask people why can’t they keep their 
pet.”

The ASPCA fi nds that of people sur-
rendering pets, 46 percent cite the pet’s 
health or behavior problems as the 
reason, 27 percent says it’s family and 

human health issues, and 18 percent 
cite housing issues.

“What’s quite heartbreaking about 
this is that when we talk about health 
issues, we’re not talking about chronic 
disease or major surgery,” Bershadker 
says. Rather, it’s often lack of access to 
aff ordable basic treatment.

Shelters working to keep pets and 
families together are doing more now 
than just low-cost spay and neuter. 
They may off er pet food to get owners 
through a hard patch, provide vet-
erinary care and advice on behavior 
problems, and sometimes even assist 
with housing issues.

With this help, many pet owners 
decide to keep their animals. One 
joint program that ASPCA established 
with two Los Angeles County animal 
shelters — Baldwin Park Animal Care 
Center and Downey Animal Care Cen-
ter — has helped over 7,500 pets stay in 
their homes since 2014.

That’s good for families, for pets and 
for shelters. “Not only does it keep that 
family together and keep that pet in 
that home, it frees up limited resources 
for other animals that really cannot 
stay in the home or are victims of 

ASPCA via AP

THIS DECEMBER 
2015 photo provided by the 
ASPCA shows ASPCA L.A. 
Community Engagement 
Manager Denise Bohn, right, 
delivering supplies to a client, 
a cat named Oreo and her 
owner Josefi na Tejada in Los 
Angeles. Animal welfare ex-
perts say there are many sad 
but good reasons why people 
have to relinquish pets. 
Today’s shelters try to offer 
advice, material aid and other 
kinds of help to keep pets 
and owners together. But 
they also can help determine 
when it’s time to fi nd a pet a 
new home. 

See RE-HOMING, Page 10



(Family Features) Introducing 
a feline into the family can be an 
exciting time, but it’s important 
to remember that a new home is 
often a big change for a little cat. 
Whether it’s a kitten or an adult 
cat, providing your new pet with 
proper nutrition, the comforts 
of a good home and engaging 
playtime are just a few of the key 
things to keep in mind.

Try these simple tips from the 
experts at the Temptations™ 
brand to help ensure a smooth 
transition for your new four-
legged family member.

• Cat-Proof the House – In 
addition to being constantly 
curious, cats are also instinctive 
climbers, meaning no surface 
is out of reach for your new 
pet. Make sure any potential-
ly dangerous items – such as 
wires, cleaning supplies and 
sharp objects – are behind 
closed doors and inaccessible to 
your little climber. You can also 
provide a scratching post to help 
prevent your cat from scratch-
ing unwanted things, like your 
furniture.

• Playtime is a Must – As little 
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RE-HOMING
From page 9

cruelty or natural disaster,” says Bershadker.
There will still be situations, though, where an animal 

will be best off  with a loving new owner. These might 
include family changes — the owner dies or goes into a 
nursing home, a new baby has allergies — or if two pets 
are truly not getting along despite good training advice.

“I think it’s a very personal, individual decision, but if 
one animal’s quality of life is so diminished because the 
other one won’t let it relax and enjoy life, I think that’s 
a situation where the owner might want to think long 
and hard about whether one of those animals might do 
better elsewhere,” says Bershadker.

If you do decide that re-homing is the best solution, 
both directors, perhaps surprisingly, agree: Don’t go to 
the shelter fi rst.

“Try to re-home it on your own fi rst, using your own 
network,” says Bershadker. “You know this animal bet-
ter than anyone else. You know what kind of home he or 
she is going to thrive in better than anyone else.”

And even the best shelter can be stressful for animals 
— cats, especially, easily get sick, and dogs may not 
show their best qualities to potential adopters.

There are now websites where you can post your pet’s 
profi le and meet adopters directly, much like a dating 
site. Private rescues where animals are kept in foster 
homes are another possibility, but, Harmon says, do 
your research carefully. Many of these are great; others 
have been the subject of cruelty and hoarding investiga-
tions. Don’t just trust what they post online — “anyone 
can do a great social media site,” she says. Look deeper.

But do remember that your local shelter may be able 
to do more for you than you realized. “We’re so much 
more than an adoption agency,” says Harmon.

So next time you’re looking to adopt a new pet, don’t 
assume that animal was thoughtlessly discarded.

“I think about Tuna, and I think about Dragon and 
Ladybug,” says Glover. “When you have to make the 
choice of who’s staying and who’s going — you think 
about the fact that these animals have grown up with 
you, you’ve watched them from when they were born till 
the moment they took their fi rst steps till they started 
running around. It was the hardest decision I ever had 
to make.”

Tips for 
welcoming 
a feline to 
the family

as 15-30 minutes of exercise and 
activity per day can help your cat 
stay energetic and in shape. En-
courage your cat’s natural curiosi-
ty with engaging toys, such as the 
Temptations™ Snacky Mouse™ 
Toy. Simply fi ll the mouse-shaped 
wobble toy with your cat’s favor-
ite Temptations treats and watch 
them entertain themselves by try-
ing to knock the treats out of the 
toy and gobble them up. Playing 
together can also help strengthen 
the bond between owner and pet.

• Create Some Comfort – Make 
your new friend truly feel like part 
of the family by giving him or her 
a personal spot in the house. A 
simple bed to call his own, a cat 
tree to view his new surroundings 
and some soft toys to play with are 
all it takes to provide the initial 
comfort to make your pet feel 
safe and welcome in a new home. 
For cats that prefer privacy when 

they’re not playing, a covered or 
hooded bed is a great option.

• Fuel Your Feline – Taking care 
of your cat’s health starts with 
proper nutrition. Be sure to fi nd a 
high-quality cat food that has reci-
pes that are nutritionally tailored 
to meet the specialized needs of 
your cat. A brand like IAMS™ Cat 
Food fi ts that bill and has dry and 
wet cat food options for all stages 
of life, from kitten to senior, as 
well as options to aid in oral care, 
hairball care, high protein, diges-
tion and metabolism.

• Off er Aff ection – Always 
remember to show your cat you 
care. Whether it’s a scratch behind 
the ear, a nice brushing or a sweet 
cuddle session, your cat can feel 
loved and safe, knowing he or she 
is in good, caring hands.

For more tips on taking care of 
a new kitten or cat, visit Tempta-
tionsTreats.com.
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 Pet
The Cleveland Daily Banner will publish a page 4 times, featuring up to 50 pets of 
Bradley County. The pet entrants will be featured first on Thursday, October 11th, 
at which time voting will begin for the Best Pets of Bradley County. Voting fee is 
50 cents per vote, with a minimum of 10 votes (cash or credit card only).  The pet 
photos will publish again on October 18th, 25th and November 1st. Photos will be 
placed in order of cumulative vote totals from previous weeks. Voting ends at 
4 p.m., Friday, November 2nd.

To enter, current photo and entry form can be brought to the Cleveland Daily Banner, 1505 25th Street NW, Cleveland 
OR E-mail photo and info to classifieds@clevelandbanner.com.  Remember, deadline is Friday, October 5th, 2018 @ 3pm. 

Entries must include photo of a single pet. Entries will be limited to the first 50 applicants. Call (423)472-5041 for more info.

Calendar

Pet photos will publish in the Cleveland Daily Banner for a fifth and final 
time on Thursday, November 8th, in order of final vote totals. The pet 
garnering the most votes will be featured on the cover of the 2019 
Bradley County Pet Calendar! The next 12 with the most votes will be 
featured as a Pet-of-the-Month throughout the calendar year. The re-
maining pets will be included in other areas of the calendar.

Calendars will be professionally printed in color, featuring a heavy, 
high-gloss cover for durability. A limited number of calendars will be 
available for purchase just in time for the holidays. 

YOUR PET COULD BE FEATUREDON THE COVER!

 
  Pet Name__________________________________________

  Owner’s Name _______________________________________

  Address _____________________________________________
  
  City _____________________________ Zip _____________

  Phone _____________________________

  Card # ______________________________________________

  Expirartion Date ___________________ CVV#______________

$20 Entry Fee$20 Entry Fee
IMPORTANT DATES:

ENTER YOUR PET SEPTEMBER 18TH - OCTOBER 5TH
LAST DAY TO ENTER FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5TH @ 3PM

YOU CAN VOTE OCTOBER 11TH – NOVEMBER 2ND, 
EVERY DAY!

PETS PRINT FOR 
VOTES

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11TH
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18TH
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25TH
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST

LAST DATE TO ENTER 
A VOTE

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2ND, 4PM

WINNING PETS PRINT THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH

Calendars will cost $3.00 each, or five for $10.
A portion of proceeds will be donated to local pet 

shelters and spay & neuter clinics.
Reserve yours today!

ALL CONTESTANTS 
WILL BE ENTERED 

INTO A DRAWING TO 
WIN A $100 PETCO 

GIFT CARD!
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Faithful      Friend
Pet Crematory and Funeral Home

2415 1/2 North Ocoee Street
Cleveland, TN 37311

$99
Private Cremations

Starting at
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